
POINT OF VIEW 

Every poem (just like every story) is told using a point of view.  

Through whose eyes does the poet tell his or her story?  Who 

is the speaker of the poem? 

1st person – uses I, me, my, etc. 

2nd person – uses you 

3rd person – uses him, her, them, etc 







TODAY’S  

POETRY  

CHALLENGE: 

Play with point of view in a poem.  Try writing the same poem in 

different points of view and choose the one that has the most 

impact. 

Use clear pronouns to show in which point of view your poem is 

written. 

 

There’s no length requirement, but since your poem has to clearly show point 

of view, you’re going to have to include at least a few lines to get the whole 

picture across to your reader. 



NEED A STARTING POINT? 



“I AM” POEM EXAMPLE 

I am Ms. 

Daughter of Ron and Nancy 

Who needs personal space, laughter, and words 

Who loves my family, my friends, and my work 

Who sees the good in everyone 

Who hates it when others can’t 

Who fears failure 

Who dreams of falling 

Who has found that not everything is at it first appears 

Resident of Western PA 

Altman 



Turn the “I am” into… 

 

“You are”  

 

Or, choose a person to write 

about {best friend, mom, 

brother, etc.}… 

 

“He is/she is” 

You can even change the point of view! 

2nd Person! 

3rd Person! 


