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There stood Fritz with his gun to his shoulder pointing it at a huge shark
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There stood Fritz with his gun to his shoulder pointing it at a huge shark

The monkeys seized all the cocoanuts within their reach and sent them down upon us

Jack took the unsuspecting birds by surprise

"Help! or hewill pull meinto the water"

So greatly was the speed of the ostrich checked that Jack overtook him

Then the walrus sought refuge among these rocks

Up rose the hideous head and gaping jaws of a hippopotamus

There, with glaring eyes and his great tail swaying to and fro, | saw an immense tiger
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CHAPTER |

SHIPWRECKED

For many days we had been tempest-tossed. Six hawshe darkness closed over a wild and
terrific scene, and returning light as often braulght renewed distress, for the raging storm
increased in fury until on the seventh day all hoes lost. We were driven completely out of

our course; no conjecture could be formed as tonnareabouts. The crew had lost heart, and
were utterly exhausted by incessant labor.

The riven masts had gone by the board, leaks hexl figung in every direction, and the water,
which rushed in, gained upon us rapidly.

Instead of reckless oaths, the seamen now utteaatd cries to God for mercy, mingled with
strange and often ludicrous vows, to be perforniedilsl deliverance be granted.

Every man on board alternately commended his soulis Creator, and strove to bethink
himself of some means of saving his life.

My heart sank as | looked round upon my familyhia midst of these horrors. Our four young
sons were overpowered by terror. "Dear childreaid $, "if the Lord will, he can save us even
from this fearful peril; if not, let us calmly yelour lives into his hand, and think of the joy and
blessedness of finding ourselves forever and eviéediin that happy home above."

At these words my weeping wife looked bravely upd,aas the boys clustered round her, she
began to cheer and encourage them with calm arlglavords. | rejoiced to see her fortitude,
though my heart was ready to break as | gazed odeayones.

We knelt down together, one after another prayimng deep earnestness and emotion. Fritz, in
particular, besought help and deliverance for ldardparents and brothers, as though quite
forgetting himself.

Our hearts were soothed by the never-failing cotrdbrchild-like, confiding prayer, and the
horror of our situation seemed less overwhelmigh,” thought |, "the Lord will hear our
prayer! He will help us."

Amid the roar of the thundering waves | suddenlgrdehe cry of "Land, land!" while at the
same instant the ship struck with a frightful shoakich threw everyone to the deck, and
seemed to threaten her immediate destruction.

Dreadful sounds betokened the breaking up of tigg ahd the roaring waters poured in on all
sides.

Then the voice of the captain was heard aboveumailt, shouting, "Lower away the boats!
We are lost!"

"Lost!" | exclaimed, and the word went like a dagg¢e my heart; but seeing my children's
terror renewed, | composed myself, calling out chilg, "Take courage, my boys! we are all

above water yet. There is the land not far off;ustdo our best to reach it. You know God
helps those that help themselves!" With that,titteém and went on deck. What was my horror
when through the foam and spray | beheld the ayaining boat leave the ship, the last of the
seamen spring into her and push off, regardlessytries and entreaties that we might be
allowed to share their slender chance of preserheg lives. My voice was drowned in the

howling of the blast; and even had the crew wishdtle return of the boat was impossible.

Casting my eyes despairingly around, | became gigdaware that our position was by no
means hopeless, inasmuch as the stern of the shtpiging our cabin was jammed between
two high rocks, and was partly raised from amore liheakers which dashed the forepart to
pieces. As the clouds of mist and rain drove phstuld make out, through rents in the
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vaporous curtain, a line of rocky coast, and, ragae it was, my heart bounded toward it as a
sign of help in the hour of need. Yet, the senseusflonely and forsaken condition weighed
heavily upon me as | returned to my family, conatrey myself to say with a smile, "Courage,
dear ones! Although our good ship will never sadre) she is so placed that our cabin will
remain above water, and to-morrow, if the wind aveves abate, | see no reason why we
should not be able to get ashore."

These few words had an immediate effect on thetsmf my children, who at once regarded

our problematical chance of escaping as a hapggiotr, and began to enjoy the relief from

the violent pitching and rolling of the vessel. Myfe, however, perceived my distress and
anxiety, in spite of my forced composure, and | enadr comprehend our real situation, greatly
fearing the effect of the intelligence on her nervdot for a moment did her courage and trust
in Providence forsake her, and on seeing this,omtdde revived.

"We must find some food, and take a good suppaid' she; "it will never do to grow faint by
fasting too long. We shall require our utmost gjtbrio-morrow."

Night drew on apace, the storm was as fierce as ewel at intervals we were startled by
crashes announcing further damage to our unfortustaip. "God will help us soon now, won't
he, father?" said my youngest child.

"You silly little thing," said Fritz, my eldest spsharply, "don't you know that we must not
settle what God is to do for us? We must have pe¢i@nd wait his time."

"Very well said, had it been said kindly, Fritz, rbgy. You too often speak harshly to your
brothers, although you may not mean to do so.”

A good meal being now ready, my youngsters atetiheagind retiring to rest were speedily
fast asleep. Fritz, who was of an age to be awatteeareal danger we were in, kept watch with
us. After a long silence, "Father,” said he, "dgot think we might contrive swimming belts
for mother and the boys? With those we might albps to land, for you and | can swim."

"Your idea is so good," answered I, "that | shallange something at once, in case of an
accident during the night."

We immediately searched about for what would anshe@purpose, and fortunately got hold of

a number of empty flasks and tin canisters, whiehcannected two and two together so as to
form floats sufficiently buoyant to support a perso the water, and my wife and young sons
each willingly put one on. | then provided myselittwmatches, knives, cord, and other

portable articles, trusting that, should the vegselo pieces before daylight, we might gain the
shore not wholly destitute.

Fritz, as well as his brothers, now slept soundifiroughout the night my wife and |
maintained our prayerful watch, dreading at eveeghi sound some fatal change in the position
of the wreck.

At length the faint dawn of day appeared, the lamgary night was over, and with thankful
hearts we perceived that the gale had begun to ratagdlue sky was seen above us, and the
lovely hues of sunrise adorned the eastern horizon.

| aroused the boys, and we assembled on the rermggmairtion of the deck, when they, to their
surprise, discovered that no one else was on board.

"Hallo, papa! what has become of everybody? Arestiitors gone? Have they taken away the
boats? Oh, papa! why did they leave us behind? \84ratve do by ourselves?"

"My good children," | replied, "we must not despaithough we seem deserted. See how those
on whose skill and good faith we depended haveusfcruelly to our fate in the hour of
danger. God will never do so. He has not forsakerand we will trust him still. Only let us
bestir ourselves, and each cheerily do his best Wéds anything to propose?”

9/4/201:



Page7 of 19¢€
"The sea will soon be calm enough for swimmingitl $aitz.

"And that would be all very fine for you," exclaich&rnest, "but think of mother and the rest
of us! Why not build a raft and all get on shorgether?"

"We should find it difficult, | think, to make aftahat would carry us safe to shore. However,
we must contrive something, and first let eachdrprocure what will be of most use to us."

Away we all went to see what was to be found, | elfyproceeding to examine, as of great
consequence, the supplies of provisions and fregbrwithin our reach.

My wife took her youngest son, Franz, to help leefeed the unfortunate animals on board,
who were in a pitiful plight, having been neglectedseveral days.

Fritz hastened to the arm chest, Ernest to lookidols; and Jack went toward the captain's
cabin, the door of which he no sooner opened tharsprang two splendid large dogs, who
testified their extreme delight and gratitude bgrstremendous bounds that they knocked their
little deliverer completely head over heels, frgihg him nearly out of his wits. Jack did not
long yield either to fear or to anger; he presentigovered himself; the dogs seemed to ask
pardon by vehemently licking his face and hands, sm seizing the larger by the ears, he
jumped on his back, and, to my great amusementlycamle to meet me as | came up the
hatchway.

When we re-assembled in the cabin, we all displayegdreasures.
Fritz brought a couple of guns, shot belt, powdksids, and plenty of bullets.

Ernest produced a cap full of nails, an ax, andaarher, while pincers, chisels, and augers
stuck out of all his pockets.

Little Franz carried a box, and eagerly began towshus the "nice sharp little hooks" it
contained. "Well done, Franz!" cried I; "these flsboks, which you, the youngest, have found,
may contribute more than anything else in the shipave our lives by procuring food for us.
Fritz and Ernest, you have chosen well."

"Will you praise me too?" said my dear wife. "l leanothing to show, but | can give you good
news. Some useful animals are still alive; a cowpakey, two goats, six sheep, a ram, and a
fine sow. | was but just in time to save their $ivgy taking food to them."”

"All these things are excellent indeed,"” said lit'my friend Jack here has presented me with a
couple of huge, hungry, useless dogs, who wilheate than any of us."”

"Oh, papa! they will be of use! Why, they will halg to hunt when we get on shore!"

"No doubt they will, if ever we do get on shoregkiabut | must say | don't know how it is to
be done."

"Can't we each get into a big tub, and float therefurned he. "I have often sailed splendidly
like that, round the pond at home."

"My child, you have hit on a capital idea," cried"Now, Ernest, let me have your tools,
hammers, nails, saws, augers, and all; and thee madte to collect any tubs you can find!"

We very soon found four large casks, made of sowadd, and strongly bound with iron
hoops; they were floating with many other thinggha water in the hold, but we managed to
fish them out, and drag them to a suitable placéafenching them. They were exactly what |
wanted, and | succeeded in sawing them acrossittéienHard work it was, and we were glad
enough to stop and refresh ourselves with winebasaliits.

My eight tubs now stood ranged in a row near theertsedge, and | looked at them with great
satisfaction; to my surprise, my wife did not seenshare my pleasure!
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"l shall never," said she, "muster courage to gtet one of these!"

"Do not be too sure of that, dear wife; when yoe sg& contrivance completed, you will
perhaps prefer it to this immovable wreck."

| next procured a long, thin plank, on which mydwwould be fixed, and the two ends of this |
bent upward so as to form a keel. Two other plame nailed along the sides of the tubs; they
also being flexible, were brought to a point atheand, and all firmly secured and nailed
together. | felt satisfied that in smooth waterstieraft would be perfectly trustworthy. But
when we thought all was ready for the launch, wenth to our dismay, that the grand
contrivance was so heavy and clumsy, that evemoited efforts could not move it an inch.

"I must have a lever,"” cried I. "Run and fetch tia@stan bar!"

Fritz quickly brought one, and, having formed rdldy cutting up a long spar, | raised the
forepart of my boat with the bar, and my sons glaeoller under it.

"How is it, father," inquired Ernest, "that withahthing you alone can do more than all of us
together?"

| explained, as well as | could in a hurry, thenpiple of the lever; and promised to have a long
talk on the subject of Mechanics, should we haftgwae opportunity.

| now made fast a long rope to the stern of outt,bataching the other end to a beam; then
placing a second and third roller under it, we omaee began to push, this time with success,
and soon our gallant craft was safely launchedsveiftly indeed did she glide into the water
that, but for the rope, she would have passed ltepoin reach. The boys wished to jump in
directly; but, alas, she leaned so much on onetiatehey could not venture to do so.

Some heavy things being thrown in, however, the bigated itself by degrees, and the boys
were so delighted that they struggled which shdiodd leap in to have the fun of sitting down
in the tubs. But it was plain to me at once thahething more was required to make her
perfectly safe, so | contrived out-riggers to preeghe balance, by nailing long poles across at
the stem and stern, and fixing at the ends of eagbty brandy casks. Then the boat appearing
steady, | got in; and turning it toward the mos¢oide of the wreck, | cut and cleared away
obstructions, so as to leave a free passage fodeparture, and the boys brought oars to be
ready for the voyage. This important undertakingwexe forced to postpone until the next
day, as it was by this time far too late to atterhgdt was not pleasant to have to spend another
night in so precarious a situation; but yieldinghexessity, we sat down to enjoy a comfortable
supper, for during our exciting and incessant wallkday we had taken nothing but an
occasional biscuit and a little wine.

We prepared for rest in a much happier frame ofdntivan on the preceding day, but I did not
forget the possibility of a renewed storm, and efene made every one put on the belts as
before.

| persuaded my wife (not without considerable diffty), to put on a sailor's dress, assuring
her she would find it much more comfortable andvement for all she would have to go
through. She at last consented to do this, andukefior a short time, reappearing with much
embarrassment and many blushes, in a most becosuiig which she had found in a
midshipman's chest. We all admired her costume aagdawkwardness she felt soon began to
pass off; then retiring to our berths, peacefuegl@repared us all for the exertions of the
coming day.

We rose up betimes, for sleep weighs lightly onhbpeful as well as on the anxious. After
kneeling together in prayer, "Now, my beloved oheajd I, "with God's help we are about to
effect our escape. Let the poor animals we mustkeldehind be well fed, and put plenty of
fodder within their reach: in a few days we mayabée to return, and save them likewise. After
that, collect everything you can think of which nizgyof use to us."
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The boys joyfully obeyed me, and | selected fromldrge quantity of stores they got together,
canvas to make a tent, a chest of carpenter's s, pistols, powder, shot, and bullets, rods
and fishing tackle, an iron pot, a case of portagap, and another of biscuit. These useful
articles, of course, took the place of the balldstd hastily thrown in the day before.

With a hearty prayer for God's blessing, we nowdpetp take our seats, each in his tub. Just
then we heard the cocks begin to crow, as thougtegooach us for deserting them. "Why
should not the fowls go with us!" exclaimed I. We find no food for them, they can be food
for us!" Ten hens and a couple of cocks were adeglyplaced in one of the tubs, and secured
with some wire-netting over them.

The ducks and geese were set at liberty, and toake water at once, while the pigeons,
rejoicing to find themselves on the wing, swifthade for the shore. My wife, who managed all
this for me, kept us waiting for her some littlend, and came at last with a bag as big as a
pillow in her arms. "This is my contribution," satie, throwing the bag to little Franz, to be, as
| thought, a cushion for him to sit upon.

All being ready, we cast off, and moved away frdra twreck. My good, brave wife sat in the
first compartment of the boat; next her was Franpyetty little boy, nearly eight years old.
Then came Fritz, a handsome, spirited young fetbbviifteen; the two center tubs contained
the valuable cargo; then came our bold, thoughtlesk; next him Ernest, my second son,
intelligent, well-informed, and rather indolentmlyself, the anxious, loving father, stood in the
stern, endeavoring to guide the raft with its ppasiburden to a safe landing-place.

The elder boys took the oars; everyone wore a bBelf and had something useful close to him
in case of being thrown into the water.

The tide was flowing, which was a great help to yloeng oarsmen. We emerged from the
wreck and glided into the open sea. All eyes wargred to get a full view of the land, and the
boys pulled with a will; but for some time we maute progress, as the boat kept turning round
and round, until | hit upon the right way to stéeafter which we merrily made for the shore.

We had left the two dogs, Turk and Juno, on theclyras being both large mastiffs we did not
care to have their additional weight on board oraftc but when they saw us apparently

deserting them, they set up a piteous howl, ana@ngpmto the sea. | was sorry to see this, for
the distance to the land was so great that | slyaesgpected them to be able to accomplish it.
They followed us, however, and, occasionally rgsthreir forepaws on the out-riggers, kept up
with us well. Jack was inclined to deny them thirgir only chance to safety. "Stop," said I,

"that would be unkind as well as foolish; rememltlee, merciful man regardeth the life of his

beast."

Our passage, though tedious, was safe; but themearapproached the shore the less inviting
it appeared; the barren rocks seemed to threatastlusnisery and want.

Many casks, boxes, and bales of goods floated envtter around us. Fritz and | managed to
secure a couple of hogsheads, so as to tow themgsatke. With the prospect of famine before
us, it was desirable to lay hold of anything likedycontain provisions.

By and by we began to perceive that, between aydnuokthe cliffs, green grass and trees were
discernible. Fritz could distinguish many tall palnand Ernest hoped they would prove to be
cocoanut trees, and enjoyed the thoughts of drinttie refreshing milk.

"l am very sorry | never thought of bringing awé tcaptain's telescope,” said I.
"Oh, look here, father!" cried Jack, drawing ddigpyglass joyfully out of his pocket.

By means of this glass, | made out that at som@rlis to the left the coast was much more
inviting; a strong current, however, carried usedily toward the frowning rocks, but |
presently observed an opening, where a stream dlomte the sea, and saw that our geese and
ducks were swimming toward this place. | steeradrahem into the creek, and we found
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ourselves in a small bay or inlet where the watas werfectly smooth and of moderate depth.
The ground sloped gently upward from the low baokthe cliffs, which here retired inland,
leaving a small plain, on which it was easy forteidand. Everyone sprang gladly out of the
boat but little Franz, who, lying packed in his fike a potted shrimp, had to be lifted out by
his mother.

The dogs had scrambled on shore before us; theweztus with loud barking and the wildest

demonstrations of delight. The geese and ducks lgg@tn incessant din, added to which was
the screaming and croaking of flamingoes and persguwwhose dominion we were invading.

The noise was deafening, but far from unwelcommég as | thought of the good dinners the
birds might furnish.

As soon as we could gather our children aroundrudrg land, we knelt to offer thanks and
praise for our merciful escape, and with full heaste commended ourselves to God's good
keeping for the time to come.

All hands then briskly fell to the work of unloadinand oh, how rich we felt ourselves as we
did so! The poultry we left at liberty to forager ilnemselves, and set about finding a suitable
place to erect a tent in which to pass the nighits We speedily did; thrusting a long spar into a
hole in the rock, and supporting the other end hyoke firmly planted in the ground, we
formed a framework over which we stretched thecksh we had brought; besides fastening
this down with pegs, we placed our heavy chestsbemxes on the border of the canvas, and
arranged hooks so as to be able to close up theneetduring the night.

When this was accomplished, the boys ran to coltex$s and grass, to spread in the tent for
our beds, while I arranged a fireplace with sommgddlat stones, near the brook which flowed
close by. Dry twigs and seaweed were soon in aebiezthe hearth; 1 filled the iron pot with
water, and giving my wife several cakes of the glag soup, she established herself as our
cook, with little Franz to help her.

He, thinking his mother was melting some glue fanpentering, was eager to know "what papa
was going to make next?"

"This is to be soup for your dinner, my child. Douythink these cakes look like glue?"

"Yes, indeed | do," replied Franz, "and | should nmuch like to taste glue soup! don't you
want some beef or mutton, mamma?"

"Where can | get it, dear!" said she, "we are alamy from a butcher's shop! but these cakes
are made of the juice of good meat, boiled tiletomes a strong, stiff jelly—people take them
when they go to sea, because on a long voyagecteynly have salt meat, which will not
make nice soup."

Fritz, meanwhile, leaving a loaded gun with me,kt@mother himself, and went along the
rough coast to see what lay beyond the streamfahguing sort of walk not suiting Ernest's

fancy, he sauntered down to the beach, and Jaakbted among the rocks, searching for shell
-fish.

| was anxious to land the two casks which weretithgaalongside our boat, but on attempting
to do so, | found that | could not get them up Hamk on which we had landed, and was
therefore obliged to look for a more convenienttsps | did so, | was startled by hearing Jack
shouting for help, as though in great danger. He atasome distance, and | hurried toward him
with a hatchet in my hand. The little fellow stosdreaming in a deep pool, and as |
approached, | saw that a huge lobster had caughédpiin its powerful claw. Poor Jack was in
a terrible fright; kick as he would, his enemylstiling on. | waded into the water, and seizing
the lobster firmly by the back, managed to makeaten its hold, and we brought it safe to
land. Jack, having speedily recovered his spaitsl anxious to take such a prize to his mother,
caught the lobster in both hands, but instantlgirexd such a severe blow from its tail that he
flung it down, and passionately hit the creaturthwailarge stone. This display of temper vexed
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me. "You are acting in a very childish way, my Sosaid I; "never strike an enemy in a
revengeful spirit." Once more lifting the lobstéack ran triumphantly toward the tent.

"Mother, mother! A lobster, a lobster! Ernest! lob&re, Franz! mind, he'll bite you! Where's
Fritz?" All came crowding round Jack and his priz@ndering at its unusual size, and Ernest
wanted his mother to make lobster soup directlyadiging it to what she was now boiling.

She, however, begged to decline making any suckregwrpnt, and said she preferred cooking
one dish at a time. Having remarked that the soérdack's adventure afforded a convenient
place for getting my casks on shore, | returnetthéiniand succeeded in drawing them up on the
beach, where | set them on end, and for the présketihem.

On my return | resumed the subject of Jack's lobated told him he should have the offending
claw all to himself, when it was ready to be eatsmmgratulating him on being the first to
discover anything useful.

"As to that,” said Ernest, "l found something vgood to eat, as well as Jack, only | could not
get at them without wetting my feet.”

"Pooh!" cried Jack, "I know what he saw—nothing bame nasty mussels; | saw them too.
Who wants to eat trash like that! Lobster for me!"

"l believe them to be oysters, not mussels," retdfBrnest calmly.

"Be good enough, my philosophical young friendfettzh a few specimens of these oysters in
time for our next meal,” said I; "we must all exeurselves, Ernest, for the common good, and
pray never let me hear you object to wetting yaatfSee how quickly the sun has dried Jack
and me."

"l can bring some salt at the same time," said &rn& remarked a good deal lying in the
crevices of the rocks; it tasted very pure and gaodl | concluded it was produced by the
evaporation of sea water in the sun."

"Extremely probable, learned sir," cried I; "butyibu had brought a bagful of this good salt
instead of merely speculating so profoundly on ghbject, it would have been more to the
purpose. Run and fetch some directly."”

It proved to be salt sure enough, although so ieghat it seemed useless, till my wife
dissolved and strained it, when it became fit tbipuhe soup.

"Why not use the sea water itself?" asked Jack.
"Because," said Ernest, "it is not only salt, bittel too. Just try it."

"Now," said my wife, tasting the soup with the ktigith which she had been stirring it, "dinner
is ready, but where can Fritz be?" she continuditt/leanxiously.

"How are we to eat our soup when he does comeskdda "we have neither plates nor spoons,
and we can scarcely lift the boiling pot to our nieu We are in as uncomfortable a position as
was the fox to whom the stork served up a dinnerjung with a long neck."

"Oh, for a few cocoanut shells!" sighed Ernest.
"Oh, for half a dozen plates and as many silvepspl rejoined I, smiling.
"Really though, oyster-shells would do," said Hegraa moment's thought.

"True, that is an idea worth having! Off with youy boys; get the oysters and clean out a few
shells. What though our spoons have no handleswando burn our fingers a little in baling
the soup out.”
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Jack was away and up to his knees in the waternmment, detaching the oysters. Ernest
followed more leisurely, and still unwilling to whts feet, stood by the margin of the pool and
gathered in his handkerchief the oysters his brattvew him; as he thus stood he picked up
and pocketed a large mussel shell for his own Asethey returned with a good supply we
heard a shout from Fritz in the distance; we regdrit joyfully, and he presently appeared
before us, his hands behind his back, and a loaksafppointment upon his countenance.

"Unsuccessful!" said he.
"Really!" | replied; "never mind, my boy, betterckunext time."

"Oh, Fritz!" exclaimed his brothers, who had lookkdhind him, "a sucking-pig, a little
sucking-pig. Where did you get it? How did you shit® Do let us see it!"

Fritz then with sparkling eyes exhibited his prize.

"I am glad to see the result of your prowess, my,'bsaid |; "but | cannot approve of deceit,
even as a joke; stick to the truth in jest and esith

Fritz then told us how he had been to the othex sicthe stream. "So different from this," he

said; "it is really a beautiful country, and theos#y which runs down to the sea in a gentle
slope, is covered with all sorts of useful things the wreck. Do let us go and collect them.
And, father, why should we not return to the wreald bring off some of the animals? Just
think of what value the cow would be to us, and tdhaity it would be to lose her! Let us get

her on shore, and we will move over the stream,revisbe will have good pasturage, and we
shall be in the shade instead of on this desedtfather, | do wish——"

"Stop, stop, my boy!" cried I. "All will be done igood time. To-morrow and the day after will
bring work of their own. And tell me, did you see tnaces of our shipmates?"

"Not a sign of them, either on land or sea, livinglead," he replied.
"But the sucking-pig,"” said Jack, "where did yot ¢/’

"It was one of several,” said Fritz, "which | found the shore; most curious animals they are;
they hopped rather than walked, and every now hed would squat down on their legs and
rub their snouts with their forepaws. Had not Iba&aid of losing them all, | would have tried
to catch one alive, they seemed so tame."

Meanwhile Ernest had been carefully examining thienal in question.

"This is no pig," he said; "and except for its byiskin, does not look like one. See, its teeth
are not like those of a pig, but rather those sairrel. In fact,” he continued, looking at Fritz,
"your sucking-pig is an agouti."

"Dear me," said Fritz; "listen to the great protesiecturing! He is going to prove that a pig is
not a pig!"

"You need not be so quick to laugh at your brotheaid I, in my turn; "he is quite right. I, too,
know the agouti by descriptions and pictures, drate is little doubt that this is a specimen.
The little animal is a native of North America, wlet makes its nest under the roots of trees,
and lives upon fruit. But, Ernest, the agouti natyolooks something like a pig, but most
decidedly grunts like a porker."

While we were thus talking, Jack had been vainlgeavoring to open an oyster with his large
knife. "Here is a simpler way," said I, placing ayster on the fire; it immediately opened.

"Now," | continued, "who will try this delicacy?" IAat first hesitated to partake of them, so
unattractive did they appear. Jack, however, yghtbsing his eyes and making a face as
though about to take medicine, gulped one downfdN@wved his example, one after the other,
each doing so rather to provide himself with a spthan with any hope of cultivating a taste

for oysters.
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Our spoons were now ready, and gathering rouncptheve dipped them in, not, however,
without sundry scalded fingers. Ernest then dremmfrhis pocket the large shell he had
procured for his own use, and scooping up a goahtify of soup he put it down to cool,
smiling at his own foresight.

"Prudence should be exercised for others," | reedirkyour cool soup will do capitally for the
dogs, my boy; take it to them, and then come antlkeathe rest of us."

Ernest winced at this, but silently taking up hiels he placed it on the ground before the
hungry dogs, who lapped up its contents in a montenthen returned, and we all went merrily

on with our dinner. While we were thus busily enyald, we suddenly discovered that our

dogs, not satisfied with their mouthful of soup,dhespied the agouti, and were rapidly

devouring it. Fritz, seizing his gun, flew to resdtifrom their hungry jaws, and before | could

prevent him, struck one of them with such force thia gun was bent. The poor beasts ran off
howling, followed by a shower of stones from Fritho shouted and yelled at them so fiercely
that his mother was actually terrified. | followeadn, and as soon as he would listen to me,
represented to him how despicable, as well as wick@s such an outbreak of temper: "for,"

said I, "you have hurt, if not actually woundecg thogs; you have distressed and terrified your
mother, and spoiled your gun.”

Though Fritz's passion was easily aroused, it ndasted long, and speedily recovering
himself, immediately he entreated his mother's @ardnd expressed his sorrow for his fault.

By this time the sun was sinking beneath the horizmd the poultry, which had been straying
to some little distance, gathered round us, andtég pick up the crumbs of biscuit which had
fallen during our repast. My wife hereupon drewnirther mysterious bag some handfuls of
oats, peas, and other grain, and with them begdeei the poultry. She at the same time
showed me several other seeds of various vegetdblest was indeed thoughtful,” said I; "but

pray be careful of what will be of such value tg we can bring plenty of damaged biscuits
from the wreck, which, though of no use as foodusrwill suit the fowls very well indeed."

The pigeons now flew up to crevices in the rockg, fowls perched themselves on our tent
pole, and the ducks and geese waddled off, cackliyquacking, to the marshy margin of the
river. We, too, were ready for repose, and havosgiéd our guns, and offered up our prayers
to God, thanking him for his many mercies to us,a@enmended ourselves to his protecting
care, and as the last ray of light departed, closedent and lay down to rest.

The children remarked the suddenness of nightfail,indeed there had been little or no
twilight. This convinced me that we must be notffam the equator, for twilight results from
the refraction of the sun's rays: the more obligukése rays fall, the farther does the patrtial
light extend; while the more perpendicularly théwyke the earth, the longer do they continue
their undiminished force, until, when the sun sjntgey totally disappear, thus producing
sudden darkness.

CHAPTER I

THE FIRST EXPLORING EXPEDITION

We should have been badly off without the sheltesw tent, for the night proved as cold as
the day had been hot, but we managed to sleep cialia everyone being thoroughly
fatigued by the labors of the day. The voice ofwgiant cock, which, as he loudly saluted the
rising moon, was the last sound | heard at nightsed me at daybreak, and | then awoke my
wife, that in the quiet interval while yet our ahién slept, we might take counsel together on
our situation and prospects. It was plain to bdthsothat, in the first place, we should ascertain
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if possible the fate of our late companions, arghtexamine into the nature and resources of
the country on which we were stranded.

We therefore came to the resolution that, as seameahad breakfasted, Fritz and | should start
on an expedition with these objects in view, whig wife remained near our landing-place
with the three younger boys.

"Rouse up, rouse up, my boys," cried |, awakenheg ¢hildren cheerfully. "Come and help
your mother to get breakfast ready."

"As to that," said she smiling, "we can but setlmpot, and boil some more soup!"
"Why, you forget Jack's fine lobster!" replied What has become of it, Jack?"

"It has been safe in this hole in the rock all nigather. You see, | thought, as the dogs seem to
like good things, they might take a fancy to tlaatwell as to the agouti.”

"A very sensible precaution,” remarked I. "l bebeaven my heedless Jack will learn wisdom
in time. It is well the lobster is so large, for wieall want to take part with us on our excursion
to-day."

At the mention of an excursion, the four childreergvwild with delight, and capering around
me, clapped their hands for joy.

"Steady there, steady!" said I, "you cannot expddb go. Such an expedition as this would be
too dangerous and fatiguing for you younger onez Bnd | will go alone this time, with one
of the dogs, leaving the other to defend you."

We then armed ourselves, each taking a gun andcha gag; Fritz in addition sticking a pair of
pistols in his belt, and | a small hatchet in mibegakfast being over, we stowed away the
remainder of the lobster and some biscuits, wilhsk of water, and were ready for a start.

"Stop!" | exclaimed, "we have still left somethiagry important undone."
"Surely not," said Fritz.

"Yes," said I, "we have not yet joined in morningwyer. We are only too ready, amid the cares
and pleasures of this life, to forget the God toomhwe owe all things." Then having
commended ourselves to his protecting care, | teake of my wife and children, and bidding
them not wander far from the boat and tent, weeglanibt without some anxiety on either side,
for we knew not what might assail us in this unknaegion.

We now found that the banks of the stream wereath sides so rocky that we could get down
to the water by only one narrow passage, and twaseno corresponding path on the other
side. | was glad to see this, however, for | nowewrthat my wife and children were on a
comparatively inaccessible spot, the other sidethef tent being protected by steep and
precipitous cliffs. Fritz and | pursued our waythe stream until we reached a point where the
waters fell from a considerable height in a cascaahel where several large rocks lay half
covered by the water; by means of these we sucderdgossing the stream in safety. We thus
had the sea on our left, and a long line of rockights, here and there adorned with clumps of
trees, stretching away inland to the right. We faaded our way scarcely fifty yards through
the long rank grass, which was here partly withdrgdhe sun and much tangled, when we
heard behind us a rustling, and on looking round e grass waving to and fro, as if some
animal were passing through it. Fritz instantlyneda and brought his gun to his shoulder, ready
to fire the moment the beast should appear. | washnpleased with my son's coolness and
presence of mind, for it showed me that | mightrélughly rely upon him on any future
occasion when real danger might occur; this tinosydver, no savage beast rushed out, but our
trusty dog Turk, whom in our anxiety at parting kad forgotten, and who had been sent after
us, doubtless, by my thoughtful wife.
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From this little incident, however, we saw how dargs was our position, and how difficult
escape would be should any fierce beast steal upomawares: we therefore hastened to make
our way to the open seashore. Here the scene whngdented itself was indeed delightful. A
background of hills, the green waving grass, theaghnt groups of trees stretching here and
there to the very water's edge, formed a lovelyspeat. On the smooth sand we searched
carefully for any trace of our hapless companids,not the mark of a footstep could we find.

"Shall | fire a shot or two?" said Fritz; "that wdubring our companions, if they are within
hearing."

"It would indeed,"” | replied, "or any savages thaty be here. No, no; let us search diligently,
but as quietly as possible.”

"But, why, father, should we trouble ourselves abitiem at all? They left us to shift for
ourselves, and | for one don't care to set eyabhem again.”

"You are wrong, my boy," said I. "In the first plgowe should not return evil for evil; then,
again, they might be of great assistance to uslildibg a house of some sort; and lastly, you
must remember that they took nothing with them fritre vessel, and may be perishing of
hunger."

Thus talking, we pushed on until we came to a pleagrove which stretched down to the
water's edge; here we halted to rest, seating lwesseinder a large tree, by a rivulet which
murmured and splashed along its pebbly bed intgtbat ocean before us. A thousand gayly-
plumaged birds flew twittering above us, and Faizl | gazed up at them.

My son suddenly started up.
"A monkey," he exclaimed; "I am nearly sure | samankey."

As he spoke he sprang round to the other sideeotrbe, and in doing so stumbled over a
round substance, which he handed to me, remarkimg alid so, that it was a round bird's nest,
of which he had often heard.

"You may have done so," said I, laughing, "but ymed not necessarily conclude that every
round hairy thing is a bird's nest; this, for im&te, is not one, but a cocoanut.”

We split open the nut, but, to our disgust, foume kernel dry and uneatable.

"Hullo," cried Fritz, "I always thought a cocoanwias full of delicious sweet liquid, like
almond milk."

"So itis," | replied, "when young and fresh, batiaripens the milk becomes congealed, and in
course of time is solidified into a kernel. Thigkel then dries as you see here, but when the
nut falls on favorable soil, the germ within therk swells until it bursts through the shell,
and, taking root, springs up a new tree."

"l do not understand,” said Fritz, "how the litjerm manages to get through this great thick
shell, which is not like an almond or hazel nutikiteat is divided down the middle already."”

"Nature provides for all things," | answered, takump the pieces. "Look here, do you see these
three round holes near the stalk? it is throughttieat the germ obtains egress. Now let us find
a good nut if we can.”

As cocoanuts must be over-ripe before they faluraly from the tree, it was not without
difficulty that we obtained one in which the kernveas not dried up. When we succeeded,
however, we were so refreshed by the fruit thacaad defer the repast we called our dinner
until later in the day, and so spare our stockrof/isions.

Continuing our way through a thicket, and which wagensely overgrown with lianas that we
had to clear a passage with our hatchets, we &ya@érged on the seashore beyond, and found
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an open view, the forest sweeping inland, whilgl@nspace before us stood at intervals single
trees of remarkable appearance.

These at once attracted Fritz's observant eyehambinted to them, exclaiming,
"Oh, what absurd-looking trees, father! See whaingfe bumps there are on the trunks."

We approached to examine them, and | recognized te calabash trees, the fruit of which
grows in this curious way on the stems, and isexisg of gourd, from the hard rind of which
bowls, spoons, and bottles can be made. "The sayageemarked, "are said to form these
things most ingeniously, using them to contain itigu indeed, they actually cook food in
them."

"Oh, but that is impossible," returned Fritz. "l aite sure this rind would be burnt through
directly it was set on the fire."

"l did not say it was set on the fire at all. Whba gourd has been divided in two, and the shell
or rind emptied of its contents, it is filled wittater, into which the fish, or whatever is to be
cooked, is put; red hot stones are added untiidier boils; the food becomes fit to eat, and
the gourd-rind remains uninjured."

"That is a very clever plan: very simple too. | ey | should have hit on it, if | had tried,"
said Fritz.

"The friends of Columbus thought it very easy tdkman egg stand upon its end when he had
shown them how to do it. But now suppose we prepanee of these calabashes, that they may
be ready for use when we take them home."

Fritz instantly took up one of the gourds, anddtie split it equally with his knife, but in vain:
the blade slipped, and the calabash was cut jagga&fhat a nuisance!” said Fritz, flinging it
down, "the thing is spoiled; and yet it seemedispk to divide it properly.”

"Stay," said I; "you are too impatient, those pgeeee not useless. Do you try to fashion from
them a spoon or two while | provide a dish."

| then took from my pocket a piece of string, whidhed tightly round a gourd, as near one end
of it as | could; then tapping the string with th@ck of my knife, it penetrated the outer shell.
When this was accomplished, | tied the string ygdttér; and drawing the ends with all my

might, the gourd fell, divided exactly as | wished.

"That is clever!" cried Fritz. "What in the worldipthat plan into your head?"

"It is a plan,” | replied, "which the negroes adop$ | have learned from reading books of
travel."

"Well, it certainly makes a capital soup-tureerg amnsoup-plate too," said Fritz, examining, the
gourd. "But supposing you had wanted to make ddyditbw would you have set to work?"

"It would be an easier operation than this, if ass All that is necessary is to cut a round hole

at one end, then to scoop out the interior, androp in several shot or stones: when these are
shaken, any remaining portions of the fruit areadieéd, and the gourd is thoroughly cleaned,

and the bottle completed.”

"That would not make a very convenient bottle tHgugther; it would be more like a barrel.”

"True, my boy; if you want a more shapely vessel ynust take it in hand when it is younger.
To give it a neck, for instance, you must tie adaaye round the young gourd while it is still on
the tree, and then all will swell but that part efhiyou have checked.”

As | spoke, I filled the gourds with sand, and km to dry; marking the spot that we might
return for them on our way back.

9/4/201:



Pagel7 of 19¢

For three hours or more we pushed forward, keepirstparp lookout on either side for any
trace of our companions, till we reached a boldmootory, stretching some way into the sea,
from whose rocky summit | knew that we should ab&igood and comprehensive view of the
surrounding country. With little difficulty we rehed the top, but the most careful survey of the
beautiful landscape failed to show us the slighsegt or trace of human beings. Before us
stretched a wide and lovely bay, fringed with yeilsands, either side extending into the
distance, and almost lost to view in two shadowgnpontories; inclosed by these two arms lay
a sheet of rippling water, which reflected in iepths the glorious sun above. The scene inland
was no less beautiful; and yet Fritz and | both dethade of loneliness stealing over us as we
gazed on its utter solitude.

"Cheer up, Fritz, my boy," said | presently. "Renb@mthat we chose a settler's life long ago,
before we left our own dear country; we certainig dot expect to be so entirely alone—but
what matters a few people, more or less? With Gbdlp, let us endeavor to live here

contentedly, thankful that we were not cast upanestare and inhospitable island. But come,
the heat here is getting unbearable; let us findesshady place before we are completely
broiled away."

We descended the hill and made for a clump of pedes, which we saw at a little distance. To
reach this, we had to pass through a dense thatkeeds, no pleasant or easy task; for, besides
the difficulty of forcing our way through, | fearet every step that we might tread on some
venomous shake. Sending Turk in advance, | cutobriee reeds, thinking it would be a more
useful weapon against a reptile than my gun. Idaded it but a little way, when | noticed a
thick juice exuding from one end. | tasted it, aoany delight found it sweet and pleasant. | at
once knew that | was standing amongst sugar-cavisting Fritz to make the same discovery,

| advised him to cut a cane for his defense; hesdjcand as he beat the ground before him, the
reed split, and his hand was covered with the jutte carefully touched the cane with the tip
of his tongue, then, finding the juice sweet, he gb again with less hesitation; and a moment
afterward sprang back to me exclaiming:

"Oh, father, sugar-canes! sugar-canes! Taste if.hOtv delicious, how delightful! do let us
take a lot home to mother,” he continued, suckaugeey at the cane.

"Gently there,” said |, "take breath a moment—matien in all things, remember. Cut some
to take home if you like, only don't take more tlyamni can conveniently carry.”

In spite of my warning, my son cut a dozen or nmafréhe largest canes, and stripping them of
their leaves, carried them under his arm. We theshed through the cane-brake, and reached
the clump of palms for which we had been makingywasentered it a troop of monkeys, who
had been disporting themselves on the ground, gpranchattering and grimacing, and before
we could clearly distinguish them were at the \tegy of the trees.

Fritz was so provoked by their impertinent gestuhes he raised his gun and would have shot
one of the poor beasts.

"Stay," cried |, "never take the life of any aninm@ledlessly. A live monkey up in that tree is of
more use to us than a dozen dead ones at ouafektyill show you."

Saying this, | gathered a handful of small storaex] threw them up toward the apes. The
stones did not go near them, but influenced byr thestinctive mania for imitation, they
instantly seized all the cocoanuts within theircteaand sent a perfect hail of them down upon
us.
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The monkeys seized all the cocoanuts within their reach and sent them down
upon us

Fritz was delighted with my stratagem, and rushiorgrard picked up some of the finest of the
nuts. We drank the milk they contained, drawinidpibugh the holes which I pierced, and then,
splitting the nuts open with the hatchet, ate theam which lined their shells. After this
delicious meal, we thoroughly despised the lobsteihad been carrying, and threw it to Turk,
who ate it gratefully; but far from being satisfigde poor beast began to gnaw the ends of the
sugar-canes, and to beg for cocoanut. | slung pleaf the nuts over my shoulder, fastening
them together by their stalks, and Fritz havingumesd his burden, we began our homeward
march.

| soon discovered that Fritz found the weight &f teines considerably more than he expected,
he shifted them from shoulder to shoulder, thenafavhile carried them under his arm, and
finally stopped short with a sigh. "I had no idela"said, "that a few reeds would be so heavy."

"Never mind, my boy," | said, "patience and coutdge you not remember the story of Aesop
and his bread-basket, how heavy he found it whestdmed, and how light at the end of his
journey? Let us each take a fresh staff, and thsten the bundle crosswise with your gun.”

We did so, and once more stepped forward. Fritaguty noticed that | from time to time
sucked the end of my cane.

"Oh, come," said he, "that's a capital plan of gotather, I'll do that too."
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So saying, he began to suck most vigorously, buardrop of the juice could he extract. "How
is this?" he asked. "How do you get the juice tather?"

"Think a little," | replied, "you are quite as cdgb@as | am of finding out the way, even if you
do not know the real reason of your failure."

"Oh, of course," said he, "it is like trying to sumarrow from a marrow-bone, without making
a hole at the other end.”

"Quite right," | said, "you form a vacuum in youmooth and the end of your tube, and expect
the air to force down the liquid from the other evitich it cannot possibly enter.”

Fritz was speedily perfect in the accomplishmentsatking sugar-cane, discovering by
experience the necessity for a fresh cut at eaohgo knot in the cane, through which the juice
would not flow; he talked of the pleasure of irtitig his brothers in the art, and of how Ernest
would enjoy the cocoanut milk, with which he hdtkdl his flask.

"My dear boy," said I, "you need not have added thaour load; the chances are it is vinegar
by the time we get home. In the heat of the suwilitterment soon after being drawn from the
nut."

"Vinegar! Oh, that would be a horrid bore! | musok directly, and see how it is getting on,"
cried Fritz, hastily swinging the flask from hisositder, and tugging out the cork. With a loud
"pop" the contents came forth, foaming like chanmegag

"There now!" said |, laughing as he tasted this rlemury, "you will have to exercise
moderation again, friend Fritz! | daresay it isideus, but it will go to your head, if you
venture deep into your flask.”

"My dear father, you cannot think how good it ish Eake some. Vinegar, indeed! This is like
excellent wine."

We were both invigorated by this unexpected draugid went on so merrily after it, that the
distance to the place where we had left our goisded seemed less than we expected. We
found them quite dry, and very light and easy toyca

Just as we had passed through the grove in whichasebreakfasted, Turk suddenly darted
away from us and sprang furiously among a troomofikeys, which were gamboling playfully
on the turf at a little distance from the treeseyhwere taken by surprise completely, and the
dog, now really ravenous from hunger, had seizebveas fiercely tearing one to pieces before
we could approach the spot.

His luckless victim was the mother of a tiny littteonkey, which, being on her back when the
dog flew at her, had hindered her flight. Thedittreature attempted to hide among the grass,
and in trembling fear watched the tragic fate sfritother. On perceiving Turk's blood-thirsty
design, Fritz had eagerly rushed to the rescugifig away all he was carrying, and losing his
hat in his haste. All to no purpose as far as ti@ mother ape was concerned, and a laughable
scene ensued, for no sooner did the young monkeip sght of him, than at one bound it was
on his shoulders, and, holding fast by his thickychair, it firmly kept its seat in spite of aleh
could do to dislodge it. He screamed and plungexlias he endeavored to shake or pull the
creature off, but all in vain; it only clung theoskr to his neck, making the most absurd
grimaces.

| laughed so much at this ridiculous scene, thaduld scarcely assist my terrified boy out of
his awkward predicament.

At last, by coaxing the monkey, offering it a bitscuit; and gradually disentangling its small
sinewy paws from the curls it grasped so tightlynanaged to relieve poor Fritz, who then
looked with interest at the baby ape, no biggen th&itten, as it lay in my arms.

9/4/201:



Page2C of 19¢

"What a jolly little fellow it is!" exclaimed he,db let me try to rear it, father. | daresay
cocoanut milk would do until we can bring the cavddhe goats from the wreck. If he lives he
might be useful to us. | believe monkeys instingvknow what fruits are wholesome and
what are poisonous.”

"Well," said I, "let the little orphan be yours. Wdravely and kindly exerted yourself to save
the mother's life; now you must train her childefally, for unless you do so its natural instinct
will prove mischievous instead of useful to us."

Turk was meanwhile devouring with great satisfactioe little animal's unfortunate mother. |
could not grudge it him, and continued hunger miggate made him dangerous to ourselves.
We did not think it necessary to wait until he litided, so we prepared to resume our march.

The tiny ape seated itself in the coolest way imabjie on Fritz's shoulder, | helped to carry his
canes, and we were on some distance before Tunkookeus, looking uncommonly well
pleased, and licking his chops as though recalliegnemory of his feast.

He took no notice of the monkey, but it was vergasy at sight of him, and scrambled down
into Fritz's arms, which was so inconvenient to tivat he devised a plan to relieve himself of
his burden. Calling Turk, and seriously enjoinifmgedience, he seated the monkey on his back,
securing it there with a cord, and then puttingeaosid string round the dog's neck that he
might lead him, he put a loop of the knot into teeical rider's hand, saying gravely: "Having
slain the parent, Mr. Turk, you will please to gaire son."

At first this arrangement mightily displeased thieath, but by and by they yielded to it quietly;
the monkey especially amused us by riding along thie air of a person perfectly at his ease.

"We look just like a couple of mountebanks on thvedry to a fair with animals to exhibit,” said
l. "What an outcry the children will make when wpaar!"

My son inquired to what species of the monkey ttileought his protégé belonged, which led
to a good deal of talk on the subject, and conwersdeguiling the way, we found ourselves
ere long on the rocky margin of the stream andectoghe rest of our party.

Juno was the first to be aware of our approach,gave notice of it by loud barking, to which

Turk replied with such hearty good will, that higlé rider, terrified at the noise his steed was
making, slipped from under the cord and fled to t@fige on Fritz's shoulder, where he
regained his composure and settled himself contityrta

Turk, who by this time knew where he was, findinm$elf free, dashed forward to rejoin his
friends, and announce our coming.

One after another our dear ones came running togpesite bank, testifying in various ways

their delight at our return, and hastening up @irtkide of the river, as we on ours, to the ford
at which we had crossed in the morning. We werekdyion the other side, and, full of joy and

affection, our happy party was once more united.

The boys suddenly perceiving the little animal whigas clinging close to their brother, in
alarm at the tumult of voices, shouted in ecstasy:

"A monkey! a monkey! oh, how splendid! Where didtZfind him? What may we give him to
eat? Oh, what a bundle of sticks! Look at thos@asrgreat nuts father has got!"

We could neither check this confused torrent ofsgjoas, nor get in a word in answer to them.

At length, when the excitement subsided a littiak able to say a few words with a chance of
being listened to. "I am truly thankful to see yall safe and well, and, thank God, our

expedition has been very satisfactory, exceptueahave entirely failed to discover any trace
of our shipmates."
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"If it be the will of God," said my wife, "to leavas alone on this solitary place, let us be
content; and rejoice that we are all together fetgd

"Now we want to hear all your adventures, and fetalieve you of your burdens," added she,
taking my game bag.

Jack shouldered my gun, Ernest took the cocoaaunt$ little Franz carried the gourds; Fritz
distributed the sugar canes amongst his brothe, h@nding Ernest his gun replaced the
monkey on Turk's back. Ernest soon found the burd#n which Fritz had laden him too

heavy for his taste. His mother perceiving thige#d to relieve him of part of the load. He
gave up willingly the cocoanuts, but no sooner lhadlone so than his elder brother exclaimed:

"Hullo, Ernest, you surely do not know what you pegting with; did you really intend to hand
over those good cocoanuts without so much as tatem?"

"What? ho! are they really cocoanuts?” cried Erri@ let me take them again, mother, do let
me look at them."

"No, thank you," replied my wife with a smile. "ate no wish to see you again overburdened.”

"Oh, but I have only to throw away these sticksioltare of no use, and then | can easily carry
them."

"Worse and worse," said Fritz; "l have a particukgard for those heavy, useless sticks. Did
you ever hear of sugar-canes?"

The words were scarcely out of his mouth when Erbegan to suck vigorously at the end of
the cane, with no better result, however, tharzFrdd obtained as we were on the march.

"Here," said Fritz, "let me show you the trick 6f iand he speedily set all the youngsters to
work extracting the luscious juice.

My wife, as a prudent housekeeper, was no lesgtdelil than the children with this discovery;
the sight of the dishes also pleased her greailysiie longed to see us eat once more like
civilized beings. We went into the kitchen and éhéyund preparations for a truly sumptuous
meal. Two forked sticks were planted in the groonckither side of the fire; on these rested a
rod from which hung several tempting looking fisipposite them hung a goose from a similar
contrivance, slowly roasting while the gravy drogpeto a large shell placed beneath it. In the
center sat the great pot, from which issued thelssh@ most delicious soup. To crown this
splendid array, stood an open hogshead full of Dateeses. All this was very pleasant to two
hungry travelers, but | was about to beg my wifespare the poultry until our stock should
have increased, when she, perceiving my thougidklyurelieved my anxiety. "This is not one
of our geese," she said, "but a wild bird Ernetbedi"

"Yes," said Ernest, "it is a penguin, | think;et Ime get quite close, so that | knocked it on the
head with a stick. Here are its head and feet, whpreserved to show you; the bill is, you see,
narrow and curved downward, and the feet are weldbldd funny little bits of useless wings,
and its eyes looked so solemnly and sedately ahatd was almost ashamed to kill it. Do you
not think it must have been a penguin?"

"l have little doubt on the matter, my boy," anavds about to make a few remarks on the
habits of this bird, when my wife interrupted meldregged us to come to dinner, and continue
our natural history conversation at some futurestitwWe then sat down before the appetizing
meal prepared for us, our gourds coming for thet fiime into use, and having done it full
justice, produced the cocoanuts by way of dessert.

"Here is better food for your little friend," saido Fritz, who had been vainly endeavoring to
persuade the monkey to taste dainty morsels ofabeé we had been eating; "the poor little
animal has been accustomed to nothing but its metimelk; fetch me a saw, one of you."
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| then, after extracting the milk of the nuts fraheir natural holes, carefully cut the shells in
half, thus providing several more useful basinse Tionkey was perfectly satisfied with the
milk, and eagerly sucked the corner of a handkefcHipped in it. Fritz now suddenly
recollected his delicious wine, and producing hésK, begged his mother to taste it. "Try it
first yourself," said I; Fritz did so, and | insthnsaw by his countenance that the liquor had
passed through the first stage of fermentationrettlbecome vinegar.

"Never mind, my boy," said my prudent wife, wher $barned the cause of his wry faces, "we
have wine already, but no vinegar; | am really péehat the transformation.”

The sun was now rapidly sinking behind the horizamg the poultry, retiring for the night,
warned us that we must follow their example. Hawarfigred up our prayers, we lay down on
our beds, the monkey crouched down between Jackizgdand we were all soon fast asleep.

We did not, however, long enjoy this repose; a Ibacking from our dogs, who were on guard
outside the tent, awakened us, and the fluttermyackling of our poultry warned us that a
foe was approaching. Fritz and | sprang up, ardregebur guns rushed out. There we found a
desperate combat going on; our gallant dogs, snded by a dozen or more large jackals, were
fighting bravely. Four of their opponents lay dehdt the others were in no way deterred by
the fate of their comrades. Fritz and I, howeventsullets through the heads of a couple
more, and the rest galloped off. Turk and Juno ribd intend that they should escape so
cheaply, and pursuing them, they caught, killedd alevoured another of the animals,
regardless of their near relationship. Fritz wishedave one of the jackals that he might be
able to show it to his brothers in the morning;gdjiag, therefore, the one that he had shot near
the tent, he concealed it, and we once more raduimeur beds.

Soundly and peacefully we slept until cock-crow tneorning, when my wife and | awoke,
and began to discuss the business of the day.

"It seems absolutely necessary, my dear wife,"giabe "to return at once to the wreck while it

is yet calm, that we may save the poor animalsthefte, and bring on shore many articles of
infinite value to us, which, if we do not now reeoywe may finally lose entirely. On the other

hand, | feel that there is an immense deal to Ioe @m shore, and that | ought not to leave you
in such an insecure shelter as this tent.”

"Return to the wreck by all means,” replied my witgheerfully. "Patience, order, and
perseverance will help us through all our work, &adree with you that a visit to the wreck is
without doubt our first duty. Come, let us wake tihédren, and set to work without delay."

They were soon roused, and Fritz, overcoming tosvdiness before the others, ran out for his
jackal; it was cold and stiff from the night aindahe placed it on its legs before the tent, in a
most life-like attitude, and stood by to watch #igect upon the family. The dogs were the first
to perceive their enemy, and growling, seemednedito dispose of the animal as they had
disposed of its brethren in the night, but Fritdlexhthem off. The noise the dogs made,
however, had the effect of bringing out the youngaldren, and many were the exclamations
they made at the sight of the strange animal.

"A yellow dog!" cried Franz.
"A wolf!" exclaimed Jack.
"It is a striped fox," said Ernest.

"Hullo," said Fritz. "The greatest men may make takes. Our Professor does not know a
jackal when he sees one."

"But really," continued Ernest, examining the animthink it is a fox."
"Very well, very well," retorted Fritz, "no doubby know better than your father! He thinks it
is a jackal."
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"Come, boys," said I, "no more of this quarreliggu are none of you very far wrong, for the
jackal partakes of the nature of all three, dodf vamd fox."

The monkey had come out on Jack's shoulder, babapner did it catch sight of the jackal than
it fled precipitately back into the tent, and hiskif in a heap of moss until nothing was visible
but the tip of its little nose. Jack soothed anohimrted the frightened little animal, and | then
summoned them all to prayers, soon after which agab our breakfast. So severely had we
dealt with our supper the previous night that we kitle to eat but the biscuits, which were so
dry and hard, that, hungry as we were, we couldsmallow much. Fritz and | took some
cheese to help them down, while my wife and yoursgers soaked theirs in water. Ernest
roamed down to the shore, and looked about for-fikkl Presently he returned with a few
whelks. "Ah," said he, "if we had but some butter."

"My good boy," | replied, "your perpetual if, ifuge annoys me; why do you not sit down and
eat cheese like the rest of us?"

"Not while | can get butter,” he said; "see hesghér,” and he pointed to a large cask, "that
barrel contains butter of some sort or anotheritfisroozing out at the end."

"Really, Ernest," | said, "we are indebted to ybwill open the cask." So saying, | took a knife
and carefully cut a small hole, so that | could-@ctt the butter without exposing the mass of it
to the effects of the air and heat. Filling a coudashell, we once more sat down, and toasting
our biscuits before the fire, spread them withgbed Dutch butter. We found this vastly better
than the dry biscuits, and while we were thus eggaol noticed that the two dogs were lying
unusually quiet by my side. | at first attributddst drowsiness to their large meal during the
night, but | soon discovered that it arose fromifeeent cause; the faithful animals had not
escaped unhurt from their late combat, but hadivedeseveral deep and painful wounds,
especially about the neck. The dogs began to hck ®ther on the places which they could not
reach with their own tongues, and my wife carefudhgssed the wounds with butter, from
which she had extracted the salt by washing.

A sudden thought now struck Ernest, and he wisatyarked, that if we were to make spiked
collars for the dogs, they would in future escapehsdangerous wounds. "Oh, yes," exclaimed
Jack, "and I will make them; may | not, father?"

“Try, by all means, my little fellow," said I, "amaersuade your mother to assist you; and now,
Fritz," | continued, "we must be starting, for yand | are to make a trip to the wreck." |
begged the party who were to remain on shore tp t@gether as much as possible, and having
arranged a set of signals with my wife, that we hhigxchange communications, asked a
blessing on our enterprise. | erected a signal, post, while Fritz was making preparations for
our departure, hoisted a strip of sailcloth asag;fthis flag was to remain hoisted so long as all
was well on shore, but should our return be dedineee shots were to be fired and the flag
lowered.

All was now ready, and warning my wife that we ntighd it necessary to remain all night on
the vessel, we tenderly bade adieu and embarkezpExur guns and ammunition, we were
taking nothing, that we might leave as much spageoasible for the stowage of a large cargo.
Fritz, however, had resolved to bring his littlemkey, that he might obtain milk for it as soon
as possible. We had not got far from the shore,mihgerceived that a current from the river
set in directly for the vessel, and though my relitknowledge was not great, | succeeded in
steering the boat into the favorable stream, whannied us nearly three-fourths of our passage
with little or no trouble to ourselves; then, bywdof hard pulling, we accomplished the whole
distance, and entering through the breach, gladigienfast our boat and stepped on board. Our
first care was to see to the animals, who greesedith joy—lowing, bellowing, and bleating
as we approached; not that the poor beasts wemgnhuior they were all still well supplied
with food, but they were apparently pleased by tiexe sight of human beings. Fritz then
placed his monkey by one of the goats, and tHe ktimal immediately sucked the milk with
evident relish, chattering and grinning all the hihe monkey provided for, we refreshed
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ourselves with some wine and biscuits. "Now," daitive have plenty to do; where shall we
begin?"

"Let us fix a mast and sail to our boat," answefetz; "for the current which brought us out
will not take us back, whereas the fresh breezemeewould help us immensely had we but a
sail."

"Capital thought," | replied; "let us set to workaance."

| chose a stout spar to serve as a mast, and henadg a hole in a plank nailed across one of
the tubs, we, with the help of a rope and a coapldocks, stepped it and secured it with stays.
We then discovered a lug-sail, which had belongednie of the ship's boats; this we hoisted,
and our craft was ready to sail. Fritz begged meeimorate the mast head with a red streamer,
to give our vessel a more finished appearance.ir@mdt this childish but natural vanity, |
complied with his request. | then contrived a ruddeat | might be able to steer the boat; for
though | knew that an oar would serve the purpibseas cumbrous and inconvenient. While |
was thus employed, Fritz examined the shore wighghass, and soon announced that the flag
was flying and all was well.

So much time had now slipped away that we foundcaudd not return that night, as | had
wished. We signaled our intention of remaining oardl, and then spent the rest of our time in
taking out the stones we had placed in the boab#llast, and stowed in their place heavy
articles of value to us. The ship had sailed ferghrpose of supplying a young colony; she had
therefore on board every conceivable article wddcdesire in our present situation; our only
difficulty, indeed, was to make a wise selectionlafge quantity of powder and shot we first
secured, and as Fritz considered that we coulchaweé too many weapons, we added three
excellent guns, and a whole armful of swords, degggand knives. We remembered that knives
and forks were necessary; we therefore laid irrgelatock of them, and kitchen utensils of all
sorts. Exploring the captain's cabin, we discoveaeskrvice of silver plate and a cellaret of
good old wine; we then went over the stores, apglged ourselves with potted meats, portable
soups, Westphalian hams, sausages, a bag of maizetseat, and a quantity of other seeds
and vegetables. | then added a barrel of sulphumittches, and as much cordage as | could
find. All this—with nails, tools, and agriculturahplements—completed our cargo, and sank
our boat so low that | should have been obligdthtden her had not the sea been calm.

Night drew on, and a large fire, lighted by thosestore, showed us that all was well. We
replied by hoisting four ship's lanterns, and twmts announced to us that our signal was
perceived; then, with a heartfelt prayer for théesaof our dear ones on shore, we retired to
our boat, and Fritz, at all events, was soon sasidep. For a while | could not sleep; the
thought of my wife and children—alone and unprad¢ctsave by the great dogs—disturbed my
rest.

The night at length passed away. At daybreak Bntz | arose and went on deck. | brought the
telescope to bear upon the shore, and with pleasawethe flag still waving in the morning
breeze; while | kept the glass directed to the |asdw the door of the tent open, and my wife
appear and look steadfastly toward us.

| at once hoisted a white flag, and in reply thegfon shore was thrice dipped. Oh, what a
weight seemed lifted from my heart as | saw thealig

"Fritz," | said, "I am not now in such haste to ¢paick, and begin to feel compassion for all
these poor beasts. | wish we could devise some srfeagetting them on shore.”

"We might make a raft,” suggested Fritz, "and takene or two at a time."
"True," | replied; "it is easy enough to say, 'makeaft,’ but to do it is quite another thing."

"Well," said Fritz, "I can think of nothing elsenless indeed we make them such swimming
belts as you made for the children.”
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"Really, my boy, that idea is worth having. | ant jaking, indeed," | continued, as | saw him
smile; "we may get every one of the animals ashotkat way."

So saying, | caught a fine sheep, and proceedpdttour plan into execution. | first fastened a
broad piece of linen round its belly, and to thtsehed some corks and empty tins; then, with
Fritz's help, | flung the animal into the sea—ihlsabut a moment afterward rose and floated
famously.

"Hurrah!" exclaimed Fritz, "we will treat them dike that." We then rapidly caught the other
animals and provided them, one after the otheh wisimilar contrivance. The cow and ass
gave us more trouble than did the others, as antive required something more buoyant than
the mere cork; we at last found some empty casédsastened two to each animal by thongs
passed under its belly. This done, the whole heseweady to start, and we brought the ass to
one of the ports to be the first to be launchederABome maneuvering we got him in a
convenient position, and then a sudden heave gsantlbinging into the sea. He sank, and then,
buoyed up by the casks, emerged head and backtfrerwater. The cow, sheep, and goats
followed him one after the other, and then the sd@ne remained. She seemed, however,
determined not to leave the ship; she kicked, gtady and squealed so violently, that | really
thought we should be obliged to abandon her; ajtterafter much trouble, we succeeded in
sending her out of the port after the others, ahdnwonce in the water, such was the old lady's
energy that she quickly distanced them, and wafirteo reach the shore.

We had fastened to the horns or neck of each ar@roatd with a float attached to the end, and
now embarking, we gathered up these floats, sktasad steered for shore, drawing our herd
after us.

Delighted with the successful accomplishment of task, we got out some biscuits and
enjoyed a mid-day meal; then, while Fritz amusedseilf with his monkey, | took up my glass
and tried to make out how our dear ones on shore employing themselves. As | was thus
engaged, a sudden shout from Fritz surprised mlanced up; there stood Fritz with his gun to
his shoulder, pointing it at a huge shark; the ntemsas making for one of the finest sheep; he
turned on his side to seize his prey; as the wiifitas belly appeared Fritz fired. The shot took
effect, and our enemy disappeared, leaving a tvhbkod on the calm water.

"Well done, my boy," | cried, "you will become aack shot one of these days; but I trust you

will not often have such dangerous game to shéwoitz's eyes sparkled at his success and my
praise, and reloading his gun carefully watchedwhéer. But the shark did not again appear,

and, borne onward by the breeze, we quickly netlr@dhore. Steering the boat to a convenient
landing place, | cast off the ropes which securedanimals, and let them get ashore as best
they might.

There was no sign of my wife or children when wepped on land, but a few moments

afterward they appeared, and with a shout of joytoavard us. We were thankful to be once

more united, and after asking and replying to a ffe@liminary questions, proceeded to release
our herd from their swimming belts, which, though useful in the water, were exceedingly

inconvenient on shore. My wife was astonished aiaghparatus.

"How clever you are!" said she.

"I am not the inventor,” | replied; "the honor isedto Fritz. He not only thought of this plan for
bringing off the animals, but saved one, at leafsthem from a most fearful death.” And | then
told them how bravely he had encountered the shark.

My wife was delighted with her son's success, lalated that she would dread our trips to the
vessel more than ever, knowing that such savafjenisbited the waters.

Fritz, Ernest, and | began the work of unloading oraft, while Jack, seeing that the poor
donkey was still encumbered with his swimming beeled to free him from it. But the donkey
would not stand quiet, and the child's fingers weoé strong enough to loosen the cordage;
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finally, therefore, he scrambled upon the animadisk, and urging him on with hand and foot,
trotted toward us.

"Come, my boy," | said, "no one must be idle henegn for a moment; you will have riding
practice enough hereafter; dismount and come alpad.ige’

Jack was soon on his feet. "But | have not beea &l day,” he said; "look here!" and he

pointed to a belt round his waist. It was a broatt bf yellow hair, in which he had stuck a

couple of pistols and a knife. "And see," he addethat | have made for the dogs. Here, Juno!
Turk!" The dogs came bounding up at his call, asdw that they were each supplied with a
collar of the same skin, in which were fastenedspaihich bristled round their necks in a most
formidable manner.

"Capital, capital, my boy," said I, "but where didu get your materials, and who helped you?"

"Except in cutting the skin,” said my wife, "he had assistance, and as for the materials,
Fritz's jackal supplied us with the skin, and tleedies and thread came out of my wonderful
bag. You little think how many useful things may led from that same bag; it is woman's
duty and nature, you know, to see after trifles.”

Fritz evidently did not approve of the use to whiuk jackal's hide had been devoted, and
holding his nose, begged his little brother to kaé@a distance; "Really, Jack," he said, "you
should have cured the hide before you used itsthell is disgusting; don't come near me."

"It's not the hide that smells at all,” retorte@kld'it is your nasty jackal itself, that you left
the sun.”

"Now, boys," said I, "no quarreling here; do yoack, help your brother to drag the carcass to
the sea, and if your belt smells after that youtrtalee it off and dry it better."”

The jackal was dragged off, and we then finishedvweark of unloading our boat. When this
was accomplished we started for our tent, and figndio preparation for supper, | said, "Fritz,
let us have a Westphalian ham."

"Ernest,” said my wife, smiling, "let us see if a@nnot conjure up some eggs."

Fritz got out a splendid ham and carried it torhigther triumphantly, while Ernest set before
me a dozen white balls with parchment-like covesing

"Turtles' eggs!" said I. "Well done, Ernest! whelid you get them?"

"That," replied my wife, "shall be told in due cearwhen we relate our adventures; now we
will see what they will do toward making a supper you; with these and your ham | do not
think we shall starve."

Leaving my wife to prepare supper, we returnecheogshore and brought up what of the cargo
we had left there; then, having collected our hadrdnimals, we returned to the tent.

The meal which awaited us was as unlike the fuippsr we had there enjoyed as possible. My
wife had improvised a table of a board laid on wesks; on this was spread a white damask
tablecloth, on which were placed knives, forks,sp and plates for each person. A tureen of
good soup first appeared, followed by a capital lettes then slices of the ham; and finally
some Dutch cheese, butter, and biscuits, with #ebot the captain's Canary wine, completed
the repast.

While we thus regaled ourselves, | related to mfewaiur adventures, and then begged she
would remember her promise and tell me all thatheabened in my absence.
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CHAPTER I

OUR HOME IN THE GIANT TREE

"I will spare you a description," said my wife, "obir first day's occupations; truth to tell, |
spent the time chiefly in anxious thought and watghyour progress and signals. | rose very
early this morning, and with the utmost joy peragvyour signal that all was right, hastened
to reply to it, and then, while my sons yet slunelogl sat down and began to consider how our
position could be improved. 'For it is perfectlypossible,’ said | to myself, 'to live much
longer where we are now. The sun beats burningyitélong day on this bare, rocky spot; our
only shelter is this poor tent, beneath the cawvaghich the heat is even more oppressive than
on the open shore. Why should not | and my littgexert ourselves as well as my husband
and Fritz? Why should not we too try to accompl&imething useful? If we could but
exchange this melancholy and unwholesome aboda fdeasant, shady dwelling place, we
should all improve in health and spirits. Amongd@alelightful woods and groves where Fritz
and his father saw so many charming things, | $ee¢ there must be some little retreat where
we could establish ourselves comfortably; theretrhasand I will find it.'

"By this time the boys were up, and | observed Jdaarly quietly and busily occupied with his
knife about the spot where Fritz's jackal lay. Viatg his proceedings, | saw that he had cut
two long, narrow strips of the animal's skin, whiuh cleaned and scraped very carefully, and
then taking a handful of great nails out of his kmic he stuck them through the skin, points
outward, after which he cut strips of canvas saiilgl twice as broad as the thongs, doubled
them, and laid them on the raw side of the skilmsto cover the broad, flat nail heads. At this
point of the performance, Master Jack came to ntb Wie agreeable request that | would
kindly stitch the canvas and (moist) skin togettoerhim. | gave him needles and thread, but
could not think of depriving him of the pleasuredaoing it himself.

"However, when | saw how good-humoredly he persaven the work with his awkward,
unskillful fingers, | took pity on him, and conqumeg the disgust I felt, finished lining the skin
dog-collars he had so ingeniously contrived. Aftas, | was called upon to complete in the
same way a fine belt of skin he had made for himbaldvised him to think of some means by
which the skin might be kept from shrinking.

"Ernest, although rather treating Jack's manufactuth ridicule, proposed a sensible enough
plan, which Jack forthwith put into execution. Haled the skin, stretched flat, on a board, and
put it in the sun to dry.

"My scheme of a journey was agreed to joyously lyyyoung companions. Preparations were
instantly set on foot: weapons and provisions mted] the two elder boys carrying guns, while
they gave me charge of the water flask, and a dma&thet.

"Leaving everything in as good order as we coulthattent, we proceeded toward the stream,
accompanied by the dogs. Turk, who had accomparoedon your first expedition, seemed
immediately to understand that we wished to putsaesame route, and proudly led the way.

"As | looked at my two young sons, each with his,gand considered how much the safety of
the party depended on these little fellows, | fplateful to you, dear husband, for having
acquainted them in childhood with the use of finesr

"Filling our water-jar, we crossed the stream, ameht on to the height, whence, as you
described, a lovely prospect is obtained, at tlghtsof which a pleasurable sensation of
buoyant hope, to which | had long been a strarayeoke within my breast.

"A pretty little wood in the distance attracted mytice particularly, and thither we directed our
course. But soon finding it impossible to force oway through the tall, strong grass, which
grew in dense luxuriance higher than the childree&ds, we turned toward the open beach on
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our left, and following it, we reached a point mundarer the little wood, when, quitting the
strand, we made toward it.

"We had not entirely escaped the tall grass, howewel with the utmost fatigue and difficulty,
were struggling through the reeds, when suddenlgremat rushing noise terrified us all
dreadfully. A very large and powerful bird spranguard on the wing. Both boys attempted to
take aim, but the bird was far away before theyewerdy to fire.

"'Oh, dear, what a pity!" exclaimed Ernest; 'now lifad only had my light gun, and if the bird
had not flown quite so fast, | should have brought down directly!

"'Oh yes," said I, 'no doubt you would be a camfrtsman, if only your game would always
give you time to make ready comfortably.’

"But | had no notion that anything was going toup just at our feet like that,' cried he.

"A good shot,' | replied, 'must be prepared fapsses; neither wild birds nor wild beasts will
send you notice that they are about to fly or t'ru

"What sort of bird can it have been?' inquireckJac

"Oh, it certainly must have been an eagle,' ansgvéttle Franz, 'it was so very big!
"Just as if every big bird must be an eagle!iegpErnest, in a tone of derision.
"'Let's see where he was sitting, at all evenéstl &

"Jack sprang toward the place, and instantly arsedird, rather larger than the first, rushed
upward into the air, with a most startling noise.

"The boys stood staring upward, perfectly stupefigtile | laughed heartily, saying, 'Well,
you are first-rate sportsmen, to be sure! You adstawill keep my larder famously well
supplied!

"At this, Ernest colored up, and looked inclinecctg, while Jack put on a comical face, pulled
off his cap, and with a low bow, called after thgifive:

"Adieu for the present, sir! | live in hopes ofcdiner meeting!

"On searching the ground carefully, we discoveredige sort of nest made untidily of dry
grass. It was empty, although we perceived brokgg €hells at no great distance, and
concluded that the young brood had escaped amengr#éiss, which, in fact, we could see was
waving at a little distance, as the little birda through it.

"Now look here, Franz,' said Ernest, presentlyst’jconsider how this bird could by any
possibility have been an eagle. Eagles never lamlthe ground, neither can their young leave
the nest and run as soon as they are out of theTbgg is a peculiarity of the gallinaceous tribe
of birds alone, to which then these must belong 3iecies, | think, is indicated by the white
belly and dull red color of the wing coverts whicbbserved in these specimens, and | believe
them to be bustards, especially as | noticed inldhgest the fine mustache-like feathers over
the beak, peculiar to the great bustard.’

"My dear boy,' | said, 'your eyes were activelypdoged, | must confess, if your fingers were
unready with the gun. And after all, it is justwsll, perhaps, that we have not thrown the
bustard's family into mourning.’

"Thus chatting, we at length approached my prettpdv Numbers of birds fluttered and sang
among the high branches, but | did not encouragédtys in their wish to try to shoot any of
the happy little creatures. We were lost in adrnarabf the trees of this grove, and | cannot
describe to you how wonderful they are, nor canfgpom the least idea of their enormous size
without seeing them yourself. What we had beenngplh wood proved to be a group of about
a dozen trees only, and, what was strange, the sustained the massive trunks exalted in the
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air, forming strong arches, and props and staysralind each individual stem, which was
firmly rooted in the center.

"I gave Jack some twine, and scrambling up oné@fcurious open-air roots, he succeeded in
measuring round the trunk itself, and made it oubé about eighteen yards. | saw no sort of
fruit, but the foliage is thick and abundant, thiogvdelicious shade on the ground beneath,
which is carpeted with soft green herbage, andeantiree from thorns, briars, or bushes of

any kind. It is the most charming resting placd thaer was seen, and | and the boys enjoyed
our mid-day meal immensely in this glorious palaéehe woods, so grateful to our senses

after the glare and heat of our journey thithere Togs joined us after a while. They had

lingered behind on the seashore, and | was sudptessee them lie down and go comfortably

to sleep without begging for food, as they do uguahen we eat.

"The longer we remained in this enchanting plalse,more did it charm my fancy; and if we
could but manage to live in some sort of dwellipgaimong the branches of those grand, noble
trees, | should feel perfectly safe and happyedinsed to me absurd to suppose we should ever
find another place half so lovely, so | determinedearch no further, but return to the beach
and see if anything from the wreck had been castyuine waves, which we could carry away
with us.

"Before starting, Jack persuaded me to sit queetiijtle longer, and finish making his belt and
the spike-collars for the dogs, for you must kntnattthe child had actually been carrying the
board on which these were stretched all this teoethat they should get the full benefit of the
sun. As they were now quite dry, | completed theasilg, and Jack girded on the belt with
great pride, placing his pistols in it, and marchabout in the most self-important style, while
Ernest fitted the collars on the two dogs.

"On reaching the shore, we found it strewed witmynarticles, doubtless of value, but all too

heavy for us to lift. We rolled some casks, howgwayond high-water mark, and dragged a
chest or two also higher on the beach; and, wholagiso, observed that our dogs were busy
among the rocks. They were carefully watching ttexices and pools, and every now and then
would pounce downward and seize something which shallowed with apparent relish.

"They are eating crabs,’ said Jack. 'No wonder lia@e not seemed hungry lately.’

"And sure enough, they were catching the littleegrerabs with which the water abounded.
These, however, did not apparently entirely satisgm.

"Some time afterward, just as we were about to toland toward the ford, we noticed that
Juno was scraping in the sand, and turning up smuerd substances, which she hastily
devoured. Ernest went to see what these were, epuatted in his calm way that the dog had
found turtles' eggs.

"Oh," cried I, 'then let us by all means sharé¢hm booty! Mrs. Juno, however, did not at all
approve of this, and it was with some difficultyatrwe drove her aside while we gathered a
couple of dozen of eggs, stowing them in our plionidags.

"While thus employed, we caught sight of a sailshhappeared to be merrily approaching the
shore beyond the cliffs. Ernest declared it musbineraft. Little Franz, always having the fear

of savages before his eyes, began to look friglkteaed for a moment | myself was doubtful

what to think.

"However, we hastened to the stream; and crossibyg the stepping-stones, came in sight of
the landing place, where we joyfully met you.

"Now | hope you approve of the proceedings of yexploring party, and that to-morrow you
will do me the favor of packing everything up, aa#ling us away to live among my splendid
trees."
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"Aye, little wife," said I; "so that is your ided comfort and security, is it! A tree, | do not
know how many feet high, on which we are to perotl eoost like the birds? If we had but
wings or a balloon, it would, | own, be a capitkmp"

"Laugh as much as you like," returned my wife, "dga is not so absurd as you make it out.
We should be safe up there from jackals' visitanduthe night. And | know | have seen at
home, in Switzerland, quite a pretty arbor, witsttramng floor, up among the branches of a lime
tree, and we went up a staircase to reach it. Vélmjdcnot we contrive a place like that, where
we could sleep safely at night?"

"l will consider the idea seriously, my wife," sdid'perhaps something may come of it, after
all'! Meantime, as we have finished our supper, amght is coming on, let us commend
ourselves to Almighty protection and retire to rest

Beneath the shelter of our tent, we all slept shytide marmots, until break of day; when, my
wife and | awaking, took counsel together as tariiproceedings.

Referring to the task she had the previous evempiruposed for me, | remarked that to
undertake it would involve so many difficulties thiawas highly necessary to look closely into
the subject.

"In the first place," said I, "I am unwilling halstito quit a spot to which I am convinced we
were providentially led as a landing place. See Beaure it is; guarded on all sides by these
high cliffs, and accessible only by the narrow pagssto the ford, while from this point it is so
easy to reach the ship that the whole of its vdtabrgo is at our disposal. Suppose we decide
to stay patiently here for the present—until, aiste we have brought on shore everything we
possibly can?"

"l agree with you to a certain extent, dear husbareplied she; "but you do not know how
dreadfully the heat among the rocks tries me. #insost intolerable to us who remain here all
day, while you and Fritz are away out at sea ordgang among the shady woods, where cool
fruits refresh, and fair scenes delight you. Ashi® contents of the ship, an immense deal has
been cast ashore, and | would much rather givdlupearemainder, and be spared the painful
anxiety it gives me when you even talk of venturaggin on the faithless deep.”

"Well, I must admit that there is much right on yaide,"” | continued; "suppose we were to
remove to your chosen abode, and make this rockypdas our magazine and place of retreat in
case of danger. | could easily render it still mseeure, by blasting portions of the rock with
gunpowder. But a bridge must be constructed infitse place, to enable us to cross bag and
baggage.”

"Oh, | shall be parched to death before we caneddhis place if a bridge has to be made,"
cried my wife impatiently. "Why not just take odmrigs on our backs and wade across, as we
have done already? The cow and the donkey couly aajreat deal.”

"That they will have to do, in whatever fashion weake the move,” said I; "but bags and
baskets we must have, to put things in, and if wduturn your attention to providing those, |

will set about the bridge at once. It will be wahteot once but continually; the stream will
probably swell and be impassable at times, and aseéhis, an accident might happen.”

"Well, well,” cried my wife, "I submit to your opian; only pray set about it without delay, for
| long to be off. It is an excellent idea to makesteong place among the cliffs here; the
gunpowder especially, | shall be delighted to seeed here when we go away, for it is
frightfully dangerous to keep so much as we hagsecto our habitation.”

"Gunpowder is indeed the most dangerous and aatime time the most useful thing we have,"
said I, "and for both these reasons we must becesdlyecareful of it. In time | will hollow out
a place in the rock where we can store it safe edher fire or damp.”
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By this morning's consultation we had settled tieggiwty question of our change of abode, and
also chalked out work for the day.

When the children heard of the proposed move fjbgiwas boundless; they began at once to
talk of it as our "journey to the Promised Landjtdanly regretted that time must be "wasted,"
as they said, in bridge-building before it couldumelertaken.

Everyone being impatient for breakfast that worlglmibe begun at once, the cow and goats
were milked, and, having enjoyed a comfortable noédliscuit boiled in milk, | prepared to
start for the wreck, in order to obtain planks floe proposed bridge. Ernest, as well as Fritz,
accompanied me, and we were soon within the infleeof the current, and were carried
swiftly out to sea. Fritz was steering, and we hadsooner passed beyond the islet at the
entrance of the bay, so as to come in sight cfasvard beach, than we were astonished to see
a countless multitude of sea birds, gulls, and rsthevhich rose like a cloud into the air,
disturbed by our approach, and deafened us by wikirand screaming cries. Fritz caught up
his gun, and would have sent a shot among them padnitted it. | was very curious to find
out what could be the great attraction for all swsarm of feathered fowl; and, availing myself
of a fresh breeze from the sea, | set the saildimedted our course toward the island.

The swelling sail and flying pennant charmed Ernestile Fritz bent his keen eyes eagerly
toward the sandy shore, where the flocks of birdsvagain settling.

Presently he shouted: "Aha! now | see what theyaftex! They have a huge monster of a fish
there, and a proper feast they are making! Lets aanearer look at it, father!"

We could not take our boat very close in, but weaaggd to effect a landing at a short distance
from the festive scene; and, securing the raft bgtiog a rope round a large stone, we
cautiously drew near the object of interest. Itved to be a monstrous fish on whose flesh
these multitudes of birds were ravenously feedimgg it was extraordinary to watch the
ferocity, the envy, the gluttony, and all manneewil passions, exhibited among the guests at
this banquet.

"There was nothing on this sandy beach when weepagssterday, | am certain, father," said
Fritz. "It seems strange to see this creature deaduhere."

"Why, Fritz!" cried Ernest, "it must be the shagidur shark, you know! | believe | can see
where you hit him in the head."

"You are right, 1 do believe, Ernest,” said I, "tigh | think your imagination only can
distinguish the gunshot wounds among all the peckimd tearing of the voracious birds there.
Just look, boys, at those terrific jaws, benea¢hstinangely projecting snout. See the rows upon
rows of murderous teeth, and thank God we wereveleld from them! Let us try if we can
induce these greedy birds to spare us a bit osliaek's skin; it is extremely rough, and when
dry may be used like a file."

Ernest drew the ramrod from his gun, and chargechanfully into the crowd that, striking
right and left, he speedily killed several, whil@shof the others took to flight. Fritz detached
some broad strips of skin with his knife, and weimeed toward the boat.

Perceiving with satisfaction that the shore wasveatr with just the sort of boards and planks |
wanted, | lost no time in collecting them; and niamg a raft to tow after us, we were in a short
time able to direct our course homeward, withosttivig the wreck at all. As we sailed along,
extremely well pleased with our good fortune, Fridg my direction, nailed part of the shark's
skin flat on boards to dry in the sun, and the oesthe rounded mast.

"Will that be a good plan, father?" inquired he, Wiill be quite bent and crooked when it
hardens.”

"That it just what | want it to be," said I; "we gnaappen to find it useful in that form as well
as flat. It would be beautiful shagreen if we cosiaooth and polish it."
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"l thought,"” remarked Ernest, "that shagreen wadarieom asses' hide."

"And you thought rightly," said I. "The best shagmeis prepared in Turkey, Persia, and
Tartary, from the skins of horses and asses. lsetBkins the roughness is produced artificially;
while the skin is newly flayed and still soft, hagdhins of corn are spread on the under surface,
and pressed into it as it dries. These grains faeensard removed, and the roughness imparted
to the appearance of the skin remains indeliblyggsben is useful in polishing joiners' work,
and it is made in France from the rough skin oidebus creature called the angel-fish."”

"Angel-fish!" exclaimed Fritz; "what a name to giteeanything ‘hideous,’ father!"

"There are bad angels as well as good ones," abd&irnest, in his dry, quiet way; "it is better
to leave people to see for themselves which is tiean

By this time we were close in shore; and lowerimg $ail, we soon had our craft, with the raft
in tow, safely moored to the bank.

No one was in sight, not a sound to be heard, $o wiited voice we gave a loud, cheery
halloo, which after a while was answered in shiahes, and the mother, with her two boys,
came running from behind the rocks between us laadtream, each carrying a small bundle in
a handkerchief, while little Franz held aloft adarg net.

Our return so soon was quite unexpected, and theywasly inquired the reason, which we
soon explained; and then the mysterious bundle® wpened, and a great number of fine
crawfish displayed; whose efforts to escape bytlegtaway in every direction, directly they
were placed in a heap on the ground, caused imniensend laughter as the boys pursued and
brought them back, only to find others scrambliffgroa dozen different ways.

"Now, father, have we not done well to-day!" crigddck, "did you ever see such splendid
crawfish? Oh, there were thousands of them, and kare we have got two hundred here at
least. Just look at their claws!"

"No doubt you were the discoverer of these findsrah, Jack?" said I.

"No! fancy young Franz being the lucky man!" ansseehe. "He and | went toward the stream
while mother was busy, just to look for a good pldor the bridge. Franz was picking up
pebbles and alabasters, some because they weretgo pome to strike sparks in the dark, and
some, he insisted, were 'gold.' ‘Jack!" 'JackBccihe presently, ‘come and see the crabs on
Fritz's jackal!" You know we threw it away theredato be sure it was swarming with these
creatures. Are you glad we have found them, fatiét*hey be good to eat?"

"Very excellent, my boy, and we may be thankfult tteed for our wants is thus provided day
by day."

When each party had related the day's adventurekwhile the mother was cooking the
crawfish, we went to bring our store of planksdad. Even this apparently simple operation
required thought, and | had to improvise rope-hssrier the cow and the donkey, by which we
could make them drag each board separately frorwéter's edge to the margin of the stream.

Jack showed me where he thought the bridge shayldrd | certainly saw no better place, as
the banks were at that point tolerably close toamather, steep, and of about equal height.

"How shall we find out if our planks are long enbug reach across?" said I. "A surveyor's
table would be useful now."

"What do you say to a ball of string, father?" skichest. "Tie one end to a stone, throw it
across, then draw it back and measure the line!"

Adopting my son's idea, we speedily ascertaineddisiance across to be eighteen feet. Then
allowing three feet more at each side, | calculateehty-four feet as the necessary length of
the boards.
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The question as to how the planks were to be laidss was a difficult one. We resolved to

discuss it during dinner, to which we were now swned. And my wife, as we sat resting,

displayed to me her needlework. With hard labor lsfig made two large canvas bags for the
ass to carry. Having no suitable needle, she had béliged to bore the hole for each stitch
with a nail, and gained great praise for her ingigrand patience.

Dinner was quickly dispatched, as we were all eagecontinue our engineering work. A
scheme had occurred to me for conveying one eadotdnk across the water, and | set about it
in this way. There fortunately were one or two $redose to the stream on either side. |
attached a rope pretty near one end of a beamsland it loosely to the tree beside us; then,
fastening a long rope to the other end, | crossild tvby means of broken rocks and stones,
and having a pulley and block, | soon arrangedrdipe on a strong limb of the opposite tree,
again returning with the end to our own side.

Now putting my idea to the proof, | brought the asdl the cow, and fastening this rope to the
harness | had previously contrived for them, | @rtlvem steadily away from the bank. To my
great satisfaction, and the surprise and delighth®foys, the end of the plank which had been
laid alongside the stream began gently to moves hogher, turned, and soon projecting over
the water, continued to advance, until, having diesed the segment of a circle, it reached the
opposite bank; | stopped my team, the plank restethe ground, the bridge was made! So at
least thought Fritz and Jack, who in a moment vigigly running across the narrow way,
shouting joyfully as they sprang to the other side.

Our work was now comparatively easy. A second aird plank were laid beside the first; and
when these were carefully secured at each encetgribund and to the trees, we very quickly
laid short boards side by side across the beamdydis nailing them lightly down as | sawed
them in lengths; and when this was done, our bridlge pronounced complete. Nothing could
exceed the excitement of the children. They dartocednd fro on the wonderful structure,
singing, shouting, and cutting the wildest capénswst confess | heartily sympathized with
their triumphant feelings.

Now that the work was done, we began to feel howmwe were fatigued, and gladly returned
to our tent for refreshment and repose.

Next morning, while we breakfasted, | made a liffeech to my sons on the subject of the
important move we were about to make, wishing tpregss them with a sense of the absolute
necessity of great caution.

"Remember," said [, "that, although you all begirféel very much at your ease here, we are
yet complete strangers to a variety of dangers hvmay surprise us unawares. | charge you,
therefore, to maintain good order, and keep togethéhe march. No darting off into by-ways,
Jack. No lingering behind to philosophize, Ernésid now all hands to work."

The greatest activity instantly prevailed in oumga Some collected provisions, others packed
kitchen utensils, tools, ropes, and hammocks, gimgnthem as burdens for the cow and ass.
My wife pleaded for a seat on the latter for hételiFranz, and assuring me likewise that she
could not possibly leave the poultry even for ahtigor exist an hour without her magic bag, |

agreed to do my best to please her, without dowhgdguelty to animals.

Away ran the children to catch the cocks and h&reat chasing, fluttering, and cackling

ensued; but with no success whatever, until théneratecalled her panting sons, and scattering
some handfuls of grain within the open tent, soenoged the fowls and pigeons into the

enclosure; where, when the curtain was dropped, Were easily caught, tied together, and
placed on the cow. This amiable and phlegmatic ahimad stood calmly chewing the cud,

while package after package was disposed on hadbvack, nor did she now object even to
this noisy addition to her load. | placed a couwdldalf-hoops over all; and, spreading sailcloth
on them, put the fowls in darkness, and they rgpiicame quiet; and the cow, with the

appearance of having a small wagon on her backreeaty to start.
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Franz was firmly seated on the ass, amidst bagsdandles of all sorts and sizes; they rose
about him like cushions and pillows, and his curgad rested on the precious magic bag,
which surmounted all the rest.

Having filled the tent with the things we left betlj closing it carefully, and ranging chests and
casks around it, we were finally ready to be dizlewell equipped and in the highest spirits.

Fritz and his mother led the van.

Franz (the young cavalier) and the sober-mindedfotlawed them closely.

Jack conducted the goats; one of these had aldera for Knips[,l] the monkey, was seated on
his foster-mother, whose patience was sorely tnetis restlessness and playful tricks.

The sheep were under Ernest's care, and | broygteurear of this patriarchal band, while the
two dogs kept constantly running backward and fodwa the character of aids-de-camp.

"We seem delightfully like those simple and padttnibes | have read of," said Ernest, as we
proceeded, "whose whole lives are spent in shiftiogy place to place, without any wish to
settle.”

"Yes," said I. "Among the Arabs, Tartars, and satieer eastern nations, this mode of life is
natural. They for that reason are called Nomads.

"These tribes are amply provided with camels antsds) and effect their journeys more
quickly and conveniently than we are likely to ddghathese deliberate quadrupeds of ours.
Whatever you young folks may think, | suspect ymather and | will be quite satisfied with
one such undertaking. At least | hope she will batented with the nest she intends me to
build for her up in her wonderful trees."”

With honest pride | introduced my wife to my bridgend after receiving from her what |

considered well-merited praise for my skill in tenstruction, we passed over it in grand
procession, re-enforced unexpectedly on the oppasile by the arrival of our cross-grained
old sow. The perverse creature had obstinatelgtegbiour attempts to bring her with us, but
finding herself deserted, had followed of her ovecad, testifying in the most unmistakable
manner, by angry grunts and squeals, her entiegpisval of our proceedings.

| soon found we must, as before, turn down to #ee lseach, for not only did the rank grass
impede our progress, but it also tempted the asinabreak away from us, and, but for our
watchful dogs, we might have lost several of them.

On the firm open sands we were making good way wtemy annoyance, both our dogs
suddenly left us, and springing into the thick aoseour right, commenced a furious barking,
followed by howling as if in fear and violent pain.

Not for a moment doubting that some dangerous dniwaa at hand, | hastened to the spot,
remarking as | went the characteristic behaviangfthree sons.

Fritz cocked his gun and advanced boldly, but wéhtion.

Ernest looked disconcerted, and drew back, butegaty to fire.

While Jack hurried after Fritz without so much aslinging his gun from his shoulders.
Before | could come up with them, | heard Jack shguexcitedly,

"Father! father! come quickly! a huge porcupinghast enormous porcupine!”

Sure enough, the dogs were rushing round and raupdrcupine, and having attempted to
seize it, were already severely wounded by itslgjudach time they came near, the creature,
with a rattling noise, bristled up its spines.
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Somewhat to my amusement, while we were lookintha@tcurious defense this creature was
making, little Jack stepped close up to it, witlpacket pistol in his hand, and shot it dead,
making sure of it by a couple of hearty raps onhkad, and then giving way to a burst of
boyish exultation, he called upon us to help conwyprize to his mother. This it was not by

any means easy to do. Sundry attempts resultetbady fingers, till Jack, taking his pocket

handkerchief and fastening one corner round it& nmam off, dragging it after him to where his

mother awaited us.

"Hullo, mother! here's a jolly beast, isn't it?hios it, and it's good to eat! Father says so! yonl
wish you had seen how it terrified the dogs, amatthé¢he rattling and rustling of its spines. Oh,
it is a fearful creature!”

Ernest, examining it carefully, pronounced its saciteeth, its ears and feet, to resemble those
of the human race, and pointed out the curioud ofestiff hairs on its head and neck.

"l have read of another species,” said he, "caleduft-tailed porcupine, which must be even
more curious looking than this is. It has shorgt fquills, and a scaly tail ending in an
extraordinary tuft, like a bunch of narrow stridgsparchment. It cannot be such a disagreeable
enemy to encounter as this fellow."

"Were you not afraid, Jack," asked I, "lest thecppine should cast some of his quills like
darts at you?"

"Of course not," returned he, "I know well enoughttis nothing but a fable!"

"A fable!" said I; "why, look at your mother! she drawing five or six spines out of each of the
dogs!"

"Ah, those stuck into them when they so fiercelly €gon it in their attack. Those are the
shortest quills, and seem very slightly fixed im $skin. The long quills bent aside when Juno
pressed against them."

"You are perfectly right, my boy," said I; "ther@ mo truth in the old idea of shooting out the
spines. But now, shall we leave this prickly bootyours, or attempt to take it with us?"

"Oh, please, father, let us take it! Why, it is ddo eat!"

Smiling at the child's eagerness, and willing agk him, | made a somewhat awkward bundle
of the porcupine, wrapping it in several folds &ftle, and added it to the donkey's load. We
had scarcely started when the porcupine quillsredtthe donkey's back, causing it to kick and
plunge. This | soon altered, and our party therumexd the march, which, with little
interruption, was continued steadily, until we camsight of our future place of residence.

The wonderful appearance of the enormous treesthendalm beauty of the spot altogether,
fully came up to the enthusiastic description whidd been given me. And my wife gladly

heard me say that, if an abode could be contrivedng the branches, it would be the safest
and most charming home in the world.

We hastily unloaded the ass and cow, securing tlasmyell as the sheep and goats, by tying
their fore-feet loosely together. The doves andtppwere set at liberty, and we sat down to
rest among the soft herbage while we laid our pfanthe night.

Fritz soon left us, but presently two shots weredj and he appeared holding a fine tiger cat by
the hind legs, which, with the intensest deligletgixhibited to each in turn.

"Well done, Fritz!" cried I. "Our cocks and henswia have had an unfortunate night of it but
for this lucky shot of yours. It is to be hopedHhaes left no companion near at hand. You must
be on the lookout."

"How curious it seems," remarked Ernest, "that Glooluld create hurtful animals like this."
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"To our feeble and narrow vision many of the waysthe Infinite and Eternal Mind are
incomprehensible,” | replied. "What our limited sea cannot grasp, let us be content to
acknowledge as the workings of Almighty power anddem, and thankfully trust in that
'Rock," which, were it not higher than we, wouldoed no sense of security to the immortal
soul. That animals should prey upon one anotharmseans of preserving a due balance in the
world of nature, and in many ways these beastse&f are also useful to man. What beautiful
and warm furs are procured by hunters just in tramentries where no other covering would
defend the inhabitants from the wintry cold!—ag, iftstance, the skins of bears, wolverines,
and arctic foxes, wild cats, and many others."

"The skin of the seal, or sea dog, is also valyakkad Ernest.

"It is," | replied, "and in its own element thateature preys on fish as the dog did on land
animals before his race became domesticated by Baamow, Fritz, tell us how you obtained
your prize."

"Observing that something moved among the brantkasg] he, "I went softly around the tree
with my gun, and making sure the creature was d eal, | fired and brought it down. It was
severely wounded, but, rising in a fury, it atteatpto climb the tree, when I, luckily having a
loaded pistol, gave it a quietus. And do tell nahér, what sort of a cat it is."

"It is a mercy the brute did not fly at your throastead of attempting to escape,” said I. "It
belongs to a fierce and blood-thirsty race—thatthed ocelots or tiger cats, natives of the
tropical parts of America. | should say this wasargay, and it would have proved a cruel foe,
not only of our poultry, but also of our sheep godts. | am well pleased that you have rid us
of it."

"May | have the beautiful skin, father? And willlydell me what will be the best use to make
of it?"

"l advise you to skin the animal very carefullydasf the handsome black and yellow tail make
a hunting-belt for yourself. The paws—Ilet me see-wiancy the paws might be made into
famous cases for knife, fork, and spoon, and loek nanging from the belt. The skin of the
body you had better preserve until you find soniwable use for it."

"Oh, father, what a splendid plan!" cried Jack; telbme some good use for my porcupine.”

"l think its feet may make cases also; at least, iy@ay try. The quills, | am sure, may be used
for packing needles, and for tipping arrows, arsthaéuld try to make defensive armor for the
dogs out of the rest. They may fall in with foesrendangerous than any we have yet seen."”

"To be sure, father, the very thing!" shouted Jackigh glee. "I have seen pictures of boar
hunts, in which the dogs were protected by a dddather coat of mail. That will be grand!"

After giving this advice, | got no peace until Icheshown my boys how to act upon it, and in a
short time each had his prize fastened up by the légs, and carefully slitting the skin, was
stripping it from the carcass.

Ernest, meanwhile, was fetching large flat stome®nder to form a fireplace, while Franz
gathered sticks, as his mother was anxious to peegmane food.

"What sort of a tree do you suppose this to béef&’' inquired Ernest, seeing me examining
that under which we were encamping. "Is not thédeaething like a walnut?"

"There is a resemblance, but in my opinion thegarmgic trees must be mangroves or wild figs.
| have heard their enormous height described, dsal the peculiarity of the arching roots
supporting the main trunk raised above the soil."

Just then little Franz came up with a large bumdlsticks, and his mouth full of something he
was eating with evident satisfaction.
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"Oh, mother!" cried he, "this is so good! So dalic!"

"Greedy little boy!" exclaimed she in a fright. "\Wthhave you got there? Don't swallow it,
whatever you do. Very likely it is poisonous! Spgitall out this minute!" And the anxious
mother quickly extracted from the rosy little modtie remains of a small fig.

"Where did you find this?" said I.

"There are thousands lying among the grass yondeplied the little boy. "They taste very
nice. | thought poison was nasty. Do you think tiéy hurt me? The pigeons and the hens are
gobbling them up with all their might and main, pip

"l think you have no cause for alarm, dear wifegald. "The trees seem to be the fig-bearing
mangrove of the Antilles. But remember, Franz, youst never eat anything without first
showing it to me, never mind how good it seem$irds and monkeys eat a fruit or vegetable,
it is usually safe to believe it wholesome," addletlrning to the other boys, who, instantly
taking the hint, coaxed Franz to give them the hgsstill had in his pocket, and ran to offer
them to Knips, who was closely watching the skigniof the tiger cat and porcupine,
apparently giving his opinion on the subject withah chattering and gesticulation.

"Here, Knips, allow me to present you with a figtied Jack, holding one out to the funny little
creature.

Knips took it readily, and after turning it aboatd sniffing and smelling it, he popped it into
his mouth, with such a droll grimace of delight asadisfaction that the boys all laughed and
clapped their hands, crying, "Bravo, Knips! you kna good thing when you see it, don't you,
old fellow! Hurrah!"

My wife, with her mind set at rest on the questafrihe figs, now continued her preparations
for dinner.

The flesh of the margay was given to the dogs plaut of the porcupine was put on the fire to
boil, while we reserved the rest for roasting.

| employed myself in contriving needles for my vsfevork, by boring holes at one end of the
quills, which 1 did by means of a red hot nail, dnsbon had a nice packet of various sizes,
which pleased her immensely. | also laid plansnf@king proper harness for our beasts of
burden, but could not attempt to begin that whidlensany wants more pressing demanded
attention.

We examined the different trees, and chose onehndeemed most suited to our purpose. The
branches spread at a great height above us, aadé the boys try if it were possible to throw
sticks or stones over one of these, my intentiango& construct a rope ladder if we could
once succeed in getting a string across a stronghho

Finding we could not succeed in that way, | revdlegher schemes in my mind, and meantime
went with Jack and Fritz to a small brook closewlgere | showed them how to place the skins
to steep and soften in the water, with stones placethem to keep them beneath the surface.

When dinner was over, | prepared our night quartdisst slung our hammocks from the roots
of the tree, which, meeting above us, formed amedcoof, then covering the whole with
sailcloth, we made a temporary tent, which woultkast keep off the night damps and noxious
insects.

Leaving my wife engaged in making a set of harrfesgshe ass and cow, whose strength |
intended to employ the following day in drawing teams up to our tree, | walked down with
Fritz and Ernest to the beach to look for woodaglé for building our new abode, and also to
discover, if possible, some light rods to form dder. For some time we hunted in vain;
nothing but rough drift wood was to be seen, uttenfit for our purpose. Ernest at length
pointed out a quantity of bamboos, half buriedhe sand. These were exactly what | wanted,
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and stripping them of their leaves | cut them ilgiogths of about five feet each; these | bound
in bundles to carry to the tree, and then begdondk about for some slight reeds to serve as
arrows.

| presently saw what | required in a copse attk Idistance. We advanced cautiously lest the
thicket should contain some wild beast or venonsmspent. Juno rushed ahead; as she did so a
flock of flamingoes, which had been quietly feedimgse in the air. Fritz, instantly firing,
brought a couple of the birds to the ground, thet of the squadron sailing away in perfect
order, their plumage continually changing, as tiew, from beautiful rose to pure white, as
alternately their snowy wings and rosy breasts waséle. One of those which fell was
perfectly dead, but the other appeared only sightiunded in the wing, for it made off across
the swampy ground. | attempted to follow, but sémmd that progress was impossible on the
marsh; Juno, however, chased the bird and, seizisgeedily brought it to my feet. Fritz and
Ernest were delighted at the sight of our prize.

"What a handsome bird!" exclaimed they. "Is it mineht? Let us tame it and let it run about
with the fowls."

"Its plumage is much more brilliant than that of tead one,” remarked Fritz.

"Yes," said Ernest, "this is a full grown bird, Whiyours is younger; it is some years before
they reach perfection. See what long active lebast like those of a stork, while with its great
webbed feet it can swim faster than a goose. Eanthor water is all the same to the flamingo;
it is equally at home in any one of the three."

"Well," said Fritz, "let us take the dead one totimen and get her to introduce it to the other
element, and see what it will make of that; ifsityoung and tender, as you say, it should make
a delicious roast."

Fritz and Ernest then carried the birds and bambodke tree, while | proceeded to cut my
reeds. | chose those which had flowered, knowireg they were harder, and having cut a
sufficient quantity of these, | selected one or tiithe tallest canes | could find to assist me in
measuring the height of the tree. | then bound tteggather and returned to my family.

"Do you mean to keep this great hungry bird Frigs lbrought?" said my wife, "it is another
mouth to feed, remember, and provisions are slfce."”

"Luckily," I replied, "the flamingo will not eat gin like our poultry, but will be quite satisfied
with insects, fish, and little crabs, which it wiick up for itself. Pray reassure yourself,
therefore, and let me see to the poor bird's wdund.

So saying, | procured some wine and butter andnéembithe wing, which though hurt was not
broken. | bound it up, and then took the bird t® stream, where | fastened it by a long cord to
a stake and left it to shift for itself. In a fewys$ the wound was healed, and the bird, subdued
by kind treatment, became rapidly tame.

While | was thus employed my sons were endeavdongscertain the height of the lowest
branch of the tree from the ground. They had fastelngether the long reeds | had brought,
and were trying to measure the distance with tHamjn vain; they soon found that were the
rods ten times their length they could not touehlihanch.

"Hullo, my boys," | said, when | discovered whag¢yhwere about, "that is not the way to set to
work. Geometry will simplify the operation considbly; with its help the altitude of the
highest mountains are ascertained. We may, theredasily find the height of the branch.”

So saying, | measured out a certain distance frenbase of the tree and marked the spot, and
then by means of a rod whose length | knew, andyimaay lines, | calculated the angle
subtended by the trunk of the tree from the grownthe root of the branch. This done, | was
able to discover the height required, and, to tewrashment of the younger children,
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announced that we should henceforth live thirty &d®ve the ground. This | wanted to know,
that | might construct a ladder of the necessargtle

Telling Fritz to collect all our cord, and the otkeo roll all the twine into a ball, | sat down,
and taking the reeds, speedily manufactured hdbbzen arrows and feathered them from the
dead flamingo. | then took a strong bamboo, berant strung it so as to form a bow. When
the boys saw what | had done they were delighted begged to have the pleasure of firing the
first shot.

"No, no!" said I, "I did not make this for mere afire, nor is it even intended as a weapon; the
arrows are pointless. Elizabeth,” | continued to wife, "can you supply me with a ball of
stout thread from your wonderful bag?"

"Certainly,” replied she, "I think a ball of threads the first thing to enter the bag," and diving
her hand deep in, she drew out the very thing Itecn

"Now, boys," | said, "I am going to fire the firshot," and | fastened one end of the thread to
one of my arrows and aimed at a large branch abweThe arrow flew upward and bore the
thread over the branch and fell at our feet. Thwss whe first step in our undertaking
accomplished. Now for the rope ladder!

Fritz had obtained two coils of cord, each aboutyféeet in length; these we stretched on the
ground side by side; then Fritz cut the bamboos pieces of two feet for the steps of the
ladder, and as he handed them to me, | passedttteagh knots which | had prepared in the
ropes, while Jack fixed each end with a nail dritlerough the wood. When the ladder was
finished, | carried over the bough a rope by whiahight be hauled up. This done, I fixed the

lower end of the ladder firmly to the ground by meaf stakes, and all was ready for an
ascent. The boys, who had been watching me wigémsa interest, were each eager to be first.

"Jack shall have the honor,” said I, "as he islitjigest; so up with you, my boy, and do not
break your neck."

Jack, who was as active as a monkey, sprang Updter and quickly gained the top.

"Three cheers for the nest!" he exclaimed, wavilsgchp. "Hurrah, hurrah, hurrah for our jolly
nest! What a grand house we will have up here; caloray, Fritz!"

His brother was soon by his side, and with a hamamer nails secured the ladder yet more
securely. | followed with an ax, and took a suradythe tree. It was admirably suited to our
purpose; the branches were very strong and solglagerwoven that no beams would be
required to form a flooring, but when some of tloeighs were lopped and cleared away, a few
planks would be quite sufficient.

| now called for a pulley, which my wife fasteneal the cord hanging beside the ladder. |
hauled it up, and finding the boys rather in my wajd them to go down, while | proceeded to
fasten the pulley to a stout branch above me,weamight be able to haul up the beams we
should require the next day. | then made othergregns, that there might be no delay on the
morrow, and a bright moon having arisen, | by ight continued working until | was quite
worn out, and then at length descended. | readieedround, but to my surprise found that the
two boys were not there. They had not been seen.

A moment afterward, however, all anxiety was digaklfor among the topmost boughs | heard
their young voices raised in the evening hymn.dadtof descending, they had, while | was
busy, climbed upward, and had been sitting in sis@miration of the moonlight scene, high

above me. They now joined us, and my wife showedhaeesults of her labor. She had made
two complete sets of harness. | congratulated pen uner success, and we then sat down to
supper. On a cloth spread out upon the grass weaaged a roast shoulder of porcupine, a
delicious bowl of soup made from a piece of the esamimal, cheese, butter, and biscuits,
forming a most tempting repast. Having done thiplarjustice, we collected our cattle, and the
pigeons and fowls having retired to roost on thgmaoring trees, and on the steps of our
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ladder, we made up a glorious fire to keep off @ngwling wild beasts, and ourselves lay
down. The children, in spite of the novelty of th@mmocks, were quickly asleep. In vain |
tried to follow their example; a thousand anxidusughts presented themselves, and as quickly
as | dispelled them others rose in their place. dAight wore on, and | was still awake; the fire
burned low, and | rose and replenished it with érgl. Then again | climbed into my
hammock, and toward morning fell asleep.

Early next morning we were astir, and disperseduovarious occupations. My wife milked
the goats and cow, while we gave the animals ttoeid, after which we went down to the
beach to collect more wood for our building operasi. To the larger beams we harnessed the
cow and ass, while we ourselves dragged up theimelera Fritz and | then ascended the tree,
and finished the preparations | had begun the rigidre; all useless boughs we lopped off,
leaving a few about six feet from the floor, fronmish we might sling our hammocks, and
others still higher, to support a temporary roosaiicloth. My wife made fast the planks to a
rope passed through the block | had fixed to theghe above us, and by this means Fritz and |
hauled them up. These we arranged side by sidbeofotindation of boughs, so as to form a
smooth solid floor, and round this platform builbalwark of planks, and then throwing the
sailcloth over the higher branches, we drew it dawd firmly nailed it.

Our house was thus enclosed on three sides, fandéhe great trunk protected us, while the
front was left open to admit the fresh sea bredzielwblew directly in. We then hauled up our
hammocks and bedding and slung them from the bemnele had left for that purpose. A few
hours of daylight still remaining, we cleared ti@of of leaves and chips, and then descended
to fashion a table and a few benches from the meeaiof the wood. After working like slaves
all day, Fritz and | flung ourselves on the gragsije my wife arranged supper on the table we
had made.

"Come," said she at length, "come and taste flamstgw, and tell me how you like it. Ernest
assured me that it would be much better stewed tbasted, and | have been following his
directions."

Laughing at the idea of Ernest turning scientiftok, we sat down. The fowls gathered round
us to pick up the crumbs, and the tame flamingagdithem, while Master Knips skipped

about from one to the other, chattering and minmgkbur gestures continually. To my wife's

joy, the sow appeared shortly after, and was ptedemith all the milk that remained from the

day's stock that she might be persuaded to reuary eight.

"For," said my wife, "this surplus milk is reallyf ao use to us, as it will be sour before the
morning in this hot climate.”

"You are quite right,” | replied, "but we must come to make it of use. The next time Fritz and
| return to the wreck we will bring off a churn angpthe other things we require."

"Must you really go again to that dreadful wreckaid my wife shuddering. "You have no idea
how anxious | am when you are away there."

"Go we must, | am afraid,” | replied, "but not farday or two yet. Come, it is getting late. We
and the chickens must go to roost."”

We lit our watch-fire, and, leaving the dogs onmgluiaelow, ascended the ladder. Fritz, Ernest,
and Jack were up in a moment. Their mother followed; cautiously, for though she had
originated the idea of building a nest, she yettaesl to entrust herself at such a terrific height
from the ground. When she was safely landed irhthese, taking little Franz on my back, | let
go the fastenings which secured the lower endefatider to the ground, and swinging to and
fro, slowly ascended.

Then for the first time we stood all together im aew home. | drew up the ladder, and, with a
greater sense of security than | had enjoyed swedanded on the island, offered up our
evening prayer, and retired for the night.
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CHAPTER IV

SOME USEFUL DISCOVERIES—A COMICAL INCIDENT

Next morning all were early awake, and the childsprang about the tree like young monkeys.
"What shall we begin to do, father?" they cried.H&v/do you want us to do to-day?"

"Rest, my boys," | replied, "rest.”

"Rest?" repeated they. "Why should we rest?"

"'Six days shalt thou labor and do all that thostha do, but on the seventh, thou shalt do no
manner of work.' This is the seventh day," | reghlion it, therefore, let us rest.”

"What, is it really Sunday?" asked Jack; "how jb, | won't do any work; but I'll take a bow
and arrow and shoot, and we'll climb about the ame have fun all day."

"That is not resting,"” said I, "that is not the wayu are accustomed to spend the Lord's day."
"No! but then we can't go to church here, and tiermthing else to do."

"We can worship here as well as at home," said |I.

"But there is no church, no clergyman, and no ofgseid Franz.

"The leafy shade of this great tree is far moreub&ad than any church," | said; "there will we
worship our Creator. Come, boys, down with yountour dining hall into a breakfast room."

The children, one by one, slipped down the ladder.

"My dear Elizabeth,"” said I, "this morning we wilevote to the service of the Lord, and by
means of a parable, | will endeavor to give thddcih some serious thoughts; but, without
books, or the possibility of any of the usual Syndecupations, we cannot keep them quiet the
whole day; afterward, therefore, | shall allow théonpursue any innocent recreation they
choose, and in the cool of the evening we will takealk."

My wife entirely agreed with my proposal, and hayvbreakfasted, the family assembled round
me, as we sat in the pleasant shade on the frefslgreen grass.

After singing some hymns and offering heartfeltyera to the Almighty giver of all good, |
told the children | would relate to them a parab&ead of preaching a sermon.

"Oh, that would be delightful! I like the parablesthe Bible better than anything,” said Franz.
"When can we hear you read out of the Bible adather?"

"Ah, my little boy, your words reproach me," retachl. "While eagerly striving to procure
from the ship what would feed our bodies and previmt their comfort, | blush to think that |
have neglected the Bread of Life, the word of Qazhall search for a Bible on my next return
to the wreck: although our own books were neatlgestroyed, | am pretty sure to find one."”

At these words my wife arose, and, fetching herimbgg, she drew from it a copy of the Holy
Scriptures, which | thankfully received from hemdaand, after reading aloud from its sacred
pages, | spoke as follows:

"A great King, ruling in power and splendor ovevast realm of light and love, possessed
within its boundaries a desolate and unfruitfubmgl. This spot he made the object of his
special care; and, lavishing on it all the variesaurces of his might and goodness, it bloomed
in beauty, and became the happy residence of a dfaomlonists, who were charged not only
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with the cultivation and improvement of the sollitkeach, individually, was bound to cherish

in his soul the spirit of love and true allegianaehis Sovereign. While this faithful union was

maintained, the colony flourished; and the noblasiues exalted and rendered happy the
existence of every member of the race. That a disobed and rebellious spirit should ever
have infected these fortunate subjects of so lo@ngaster, seems incredible, yet so it was;
disobedience and pride brought misery and punishnties fair prospects of the colony were

blighted, the labors of the colonists were unbldssend total separation from the parent
kingdom seemed inevitable. A message of pardon—+ed# forgiveness—was nevertheless
accorded to these rebels; and to all who, humbteting it, molded their future lives to the

will of the Great King (now revealed in a charactgen more gracious than before), was held
out the promise of removal at last from among thas caused by the great rebellion, to the
glory and undimmed splendor of the realm of Lighd 8lessedness."”

Having interested the children, | then, leaving@diry, pressed simply and earnestly home to
each young heart the truths | sought to teach; aittl, a short prayer for a blessing on my
words, brought the service to a close.

After a thoughtful pause, we separated, and eaghoged himself as he felt disposed.
| took some arrows and endeavored to point theiin potcupine quills.

Franz came to beg me make a little bow and arrevhifa to shoot with, while Fritz asked my
advice about the tiger cat skin and the cases Isetovaontrive from it. Jack assisted with the
arrow making, and inserting a sharp spine at odeoéeach reed made it fast with pack-thread,
and began to wish for glue to ensure its remaifinng

"O Jack! Mamma's soup is as sticky as anythinge€dcFranz; "shall | run and ask for a cake of
it?"

"No, no, little goose! better look for some realagin the tool-box."

"There he will find glue, to be sure,” said I, "atfié soup would scarcely have answered your
purpose. But Jack, my boy, | do not like to heaur yidicule your little brother's ideas. Some of
the most valuable discoveries have been the re$uloughts which originally appeared no
wiser than his."

While thus directing and assisting my sons, we veemprised by hearing a shot just over our
heads; at the same moment two small birds fell gdaslur feet, and looking up, we beheld
Ernest among the branches, as bending his facellypydward us, he cried, "Well hit! well hit!

a good shot, wasn't it?"

Then slipping down the ladder, and picking up tivedy he brought them to me. One was a
kind of thrush, the other a small dove called thelan, and esteemed a very great delicacy on
account of its exquisite flavor. As the figs on athithese birds came to feed were only just
beginning to ripen, it was probable that they wasddn flock in numbers to our trees; and by
waiting until we could procure them in large quaesi, we might provide ourselves with
valuable food for the rainy season, by placing thesnen half cooked, in cases with melted
lard or butter poured over them.

By this time Jack had pointed a good supply ofwvas;oand industriously practiced archery. |
finished the bow and arrows for Franz, and expeiddgk left in peace; but the young man next
demanded a quiver, and | had to invent that atsopmplete his equipment. It was easily done
by stripping a piece of bark from a small tredjrfg a flat side and a bottom to it, and then a
string. Attaching it to his shoulders, the youthfuinter filled it with arrows and went off;
looking, as his mother said, like an innocentditlupid, bent on conquest.

Not long after this, we were summoned to dinned, @hright willingly obeyed the call.

During the meal | interested the boys very muclpinposing to decide on suitable names for
the different spots we had visited on this coast.
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"For," said I, "it will become more and more troefbme to explain what we mean, unless we
do so. Beside which, we shall feel much more aténdnwe can talk as people do in inhabited

countries: instead of saying, for instance, 'ttielisland at the mouth of our bay, where we
found the dead shark,' 'the large stream nearemiy &cross which we made the bridge," 'that
wood where we found cocoanuts, and caught the nygrd&ed so on. Let us begin by naming

the bay in which we landed. What shall we call it?"

"Oyster Bay," said Fritz.
"No, no!l—Lobster Bay," cried Jack, "in memory oétbld fellow who took a fancy to my leg!"

"l think," observed his mother, "that, in token gratitude for our escape, we should call it
Safety Bay."

This name met with general approbation, and wakwath fixed upon.

Other names were quickly chosen. Our first placakbafde we called Tentholm; the islet in the
bay, Shark's Island; and the reedy swamp, Flamisgsh. It was some time before the serious
guestion of a name for our leafy castle could baddel. But finally it was entitled Falconhurst

[2l: and we then rapidly named the few remaining poiRtospect Hill, the eminence we first

ascended; Cape Disappointment, from whose rockyhteiwe had strained our eyes in vain
search for our ship's company; and Jackal Riveg mame for the large stream at our landing
place, concluded our geographical nomenclature.

In the afternoon the boys went on with their vasi@mployments. Fritz finished his cases, and
Jack asked my assistance in carrying out his pfamaking a cuirass for Turk out of the
porcupine skin. After thoroughly cleansing the desiwe cut and fitted it round the body of the
patient dog; then when strings were sewn on abedame tolerably dry, he was armed with
this ingenious coat of mail, and a most singulguife he cut!

Juno strongly objected to his friendly approaclaes] got out of his way as fast as she could;
and it was clear that he would easily put to fligi fiercest animal he might encounter, while
protected by armor at once defensive and offensive.

| determined to make also a helmet for Jack outhefremainder of the skin, which to his
infinite delight | speedily did.

Amid these interesting occupations the evening dvaywand after a pleasant walk among the
sweet glades near our abode, we closed our Sablagtith prayer and a glad hymn of praise,
retiring to rest with peaceful hearts.

Next morning, | proposed an expedition to Tenthadaying | wished to make my way thither
by a different route. We left the tree well armednd my three elder sons each carrying a gun
and game bag, while little Franz was equipped wishbow and quiver full of arrows. A most
curious party we formed: Fritz, adorned with hidtb@ margay skin, and Jack, with his
extraordinary head-dress, looked like a coupleafng savages. Their mother and | walked
together: she, of the whole party, being the omg¢ anarmed, carried a jar in which to get
butter from Tentholm; we were preceded by the dogssk armed most effectually with his
cuirass of porcupine skin, and Juno keeping atspewful distance from so formidable a
companion. Master Knips fully intended to mount tierger as usual; but when he saw him
arrayed apparently in a new skin, he approachedchnefully, and touching him with one paw,
discovered that such a hide would make anythingabuagreeable seat; the grimace he made
was most comical, and chattering vociferously henoed toward Juno, skipped on her back,
seated himself, and soon appeared perfectly rdedntn the change of steed. The flamingo
saw us starting, and, having been much petted gldhie last day or two, considered himself
entitled to accompany us; for some time he kepideethe children, following first one and
then another as they explored the wood on eitldey; gheir irregular course, however, at length
disgusted him, and, abandoning them, he walkedtalgday my side. We strolled on in the
cool air, following the course of the stream; theaj trees overshadowed us, and the cool,
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green sward stretched away between them at ourTeetboys roamed ahead of me, intent on
exploration. Presently | heard a joyful shout, aad/ Ernest running at full speed toward me,
followed by his brothers. In his hand he held apland, panting for breath, and with sparkling
eyes, he held it up to me.

"Potatoes! potatoes! father," he gasped out.
"Yes," said Jack, "acres and acres of potatoes!"

"My dear Ernest,” said I, for there was no mistgkihe flower and leaf, and the light clear-
green bulbous roots, "you have indeed made a desgpwith the potato we shall never
starve."

"But come and look at them," said Jack, "come a&adtfyour eyes on thousands of potatoes."

We hurried to the spot: there, spread out beforgvas a great tract of ground, covered with the
precious plant.

"It would have been rather difficult,” remarked Katnot to have discovered such a great
field."

"Very likely," replied Ernest, smiling; "but | dotlif you would have discovered that it was a
potato field."

"Perhaps not,"” said Jack, "you are quite welcorhejlavents, to the honor of the discovery;

I'll have the honor of being the first to get a glypof them." So saying, he dug up, with hands
and knife, a number of plants, and filled his gdvag with the roots. The monkey followed his

example, and scratching away with his paws mostechg, soon had a heap beside him. So
delighted were we with the discovery, and so eage we to possess a large supply of the
roots, that we stopped not digging until every hamych, and pocket was filled. Some wished
to return at once to Falconhurst, to cook and tastenew acquisition; but this | over-ruled, and

we continued our march, heavily laden, but delighte

"How," said I, "can we thank the Giver of all thddessings, sufficiently?"

"Oh," said Franz, "we can say, 'We thank thee, @ Ltor all thy goodness and mercy; and
bless us for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.™

"That would not be sufficient,” said Fritz. "Do yahink it would be enough, just to say to
father and mother: 'Thank you for all you do," aad to show that we were really thankful, by
loving them and doing what we can to please them?"

"You are quite right, Fritz,” said I; "Franz did tngay all that was necessary, he should have
added, 'Give me grace to do Thy will, and to obbgd'in all things."

As we thus talked, we reached the head of ourratezawhere it fell from the rocks above in a
beautiful, sparkling, splashing cascade. We croaseldentered the tall grass on the other side.
We forced our way through with difficulty, so thignd tangled were the reeds. Beyond this,
the landscape was most lovely. Rich tropical vegetaflourished on every side: the tall,
stately palms, surrounded by luxuriant ferns; iawilt flowers and graceful creepers; the prickly
cactus, shooting up amidst them; aloe, jasmine,sarekt-scented vanilla; the Indian pea, and
above all the regal pine-apple, loaded the brehtheoevening breeze with their rich perfume.
The boys were delighted with the pine-apple, aneéagerly did they fall to, that my wife had
to caution them that there were no doctors on euitéry, and if they became ill, they would
have to cure themselves as best they might.

This advice, however, seemed to have small effeang sons, and showing Knips what they
wanted, they sent him after the ripest and bett fru

While they were thus employed, | examined the otfteubs and bushes. Among these |
presently noticed one which | knew well from degtian to be the karatas.
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"Come here, boys," | said; "here is something oinfare value than your pine-apples. Do you
see that plant with long pointed leaves and bedutdd flower? That is the karatas. The
filaments of the leaves make capital thread, wthie leaves themselves, bruised, form an
invaluable salve. The pith of this wonderful plamay be used either for tinder or bait for fish.
Suppose, Ernest, you had been wrecked here, howdwmwu have made a fire without
matches, or flint and steel?"

"As the savages do," replied he; "l would rub tviecps of wood together until they kindled."

"Try it," | said; "but, if you please, try it wheyou have a whole day before you, and no other
work to be done, for | am certain it would be nigpefore you accomplished the feat. But see
here,” and | broke a dry twig from the karatas, aedling off the bark, laid the pith upon a
stone. | struck a couple of pebbles over it, amy #mitting a spark, the pith caught fire.

The boys were delighted with the experiment. | tdesw some of the threads from the leaves,
and presented them to my wife.

"But what," said Fritz, "is the use of all thesé@et prickly plants, except to annoy one? Here,
for instance, is a disagreeable little tree.”

"That is an Indian fig,” said I. "It grows best dry, rocky ground; for most of its nourishment
is derived from the air. Its juice is used, | bedie medicinally, while its fruit is pleasant and
wholesome."

Master Jack was off in a moment when he heard éva delicacy, and attempted to gather
some of the fruit, but in vain; the sharp thornfedehis efforts, and with bleeding hands, and
rueful countenance, he returned. | removed thenthérom his hands, and making a sharp
wooden skewer, | thrust it into a fig, and quickiyisted it from its branch and split it open
with a knife, still holding it upon the skewer. Thest followed my example, and we regaled
ourselves upon the fruit, which we found excelldéfmest carefully examined the fig he was
eating. "What are these," he exclaimed preseriityig"red insects! they cling all over the fruit,
and | cannot shake them off. Can they be cochiheal?

He handed me the fig, and | examined it attentively

"You are quite right, my boy," | said; "there is doubt this is the real cochineal. However,
though it is worth its weight in gold to Europeaaders, it is of little use to us, | am afraid,
unless any of you care to appear in gay colors.cbcgineal, you know, forms the most lovely
scarlet dye."

"No, thank you," said Jack, "but we will take a @itit when we go home again. Now let us
find something more useful to us." And they thewmruplied me incessantly with questions
concerning every plant and shrub we passed.

"Stop, stop," | said at length; "the most learnaturalist would be much puzzled with many of
these trees, and | who have never seen any of thefiore, and know them merely by
description, cannot pretend to tell you the namesxplain to you the use of one-quarter of
them.”

Discussing, however, the properties of such shradbd did know, we at length reached
Tentholm. Everything was safe, and we set to workdllect what we wanted. | opened the
butter cask, from which my wife filled her pot. fZrisaw after the ammunition, and Jack and
Ernest ran down to the beach to capture the geeseluicks. This they found no easy matter,
for the birds, left so long alone, were shy, anthimy would induce them to come on shore and
be caught. Ernest at length hit upon an ingenidas. pie took some pieces of cheese, and tied
them to long strings. This bait he threw into thatev, and the hungry ducks instantly made a
grab at it; then with a little skillful maneuveringe drew them on shore. While Jack and he
were thus busily employed catching and tying tHeel® together by the feet, we procured a
fresh supply of salt, which we packed upon Turldek first relieving him of his coat of mail.
The birds we fastened to our game bags, and cbrefigising the door of our tent, started
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homeward by the seashore. After a cheerful andsalgawalk, we once more reached our
woodland abode. | released the birds and, clippimgr wings to prevent their leaving us,
established them on the stream. Then, after aiokeicupper of potatoes, milk, and butter, we
ascended our tree and turned in.

Having remarked a great deal of driftwood on thedsathe preceding evening, it occurred to
me that it would be well to get some of it, and makkind of sledge, so that the labor of
fetching what we wanted from our stores at Tenthwiight not fall so heavily on ourselves.

| awoke early, and roused Ernest as my assistashjng to encourage him to overcome his
natural fault of indolence. After a little stretogiand yawning, he got up cheerfully, pleased
with the idea of an expedition while the otherd stept, and we made our way to the beach,
taking with us the donkey, who drew a large broaddh, which | expected to find useful in
bringing back our load.

As we went along, | remarked to Ernest that | sgpdohe was rather sorry for himself, and
grudged leaving his cozy hammock and pleasant dyesitinis untimely hour.

"Oh, father, do not laugh at my laziness! Indeeaheln to cure myself of it. | am very glad to
go with you. | intended to shoot some more of thelans this morning, but there will be
plenty of time afterward. The boys will be shootigthem, | daresay, but | don't expect they
will have any great luck."

"Why not, pray?" inquired I.

"l don't believe they will know what shot to usefmst, and, besides, they will most likely
shoot upward at the birds and be sure to miss tbamgccount of the great height and thickness
of the branches and foliage."

"Well, Ernest, you certainly possess the gifts mide@nce and reflection, as well as observation.
These are valuable; but sudden action is so okergsary in life, that | advise you to cultivate
the power of instantly perceiving and deciding whaist be done in cases of emergency.
Presence of mind is a precious quality, which,algh natural in some characters, may be
acquired in a certain degree by all who train thelwes to it."

Once on the seashore, our work was quickly accamgdi, for, selecting the wood | thought fit
for my purpose, we laid it across the broad, ldafgnch, and, with some help from us, the
donkey dragged a very fair load of it homeward hvilie addition of a small chest, which |
raised from among the sand, which nearly covered it

We heard the boys popping away at the birds asres dear. They hastened to meet us, and
inquired where we had been, looking curiously & thest, which | allowed them to open,
while | asked my wife to excuse our "absence witheave," and after submitting to her gentle
reprimand, | explained my plan for a sledge, whptbased her greatly, and she already
imagined it loaded with her hogshead of butter, @mdits way from Tentholm to Falconhurst.

The chest proved to be merely that of a commorosationtaining his clothes, very much
wetted by the sea water.

The boys exhibited an array of several dozen bmds, related, during breakfast, the various
incidents of failure and success which had atteridedt guns. Ernest had rightly guessed the
mistakes they would make, but practice was makiegtperfect, and they seemed disposed to
continue their sport, when their mother, assurhmgn that she could not use more birds than
those already killed, asked if | did not think someans of snaring them might be contrived, as
much powder and shot would be expended if they fre at this rate.

Entirely agreeing with this view of the subjectidsired the lads to lay aside their guns for the
present, and the younger ones readily applied tekes to making snares of the long threads
drawn from the leaves of the karatas, in a simphg Wtaught them, while Fritz and Ernest
gave me substantial assistance in the manufactine oew sledge.
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We were busily at work, when a tremendous disturbaamong our fowls led us to suppose
that a fox or wild cat had got into their midst.

The cocks crowed defiantly, the hens fluttered eaxckled in a state of the wildest excitement.
We hastened toward them, but Ernest remarking Mdsteps slipping away, as though
conscious of some misdemeanor, went to watch himd, presently caught him in the act of
eating a new-laid egg, which he had carried off hitldlen among the grass and roots. Ernest
found several others. These were very welcome towifg, for hitherto the hens had not
presented us with any eggs. Hereafter she detednienprison the monkey every morning
until the eggs had been collected.

Soon after this, as Jack was setting the newly nsadees among the branches, he discovered
that a pair of our own pigeons were building in tree. It was very desirable to increase our
stock of these pretty birds, and | cautioned thgskegainst shooting near our tree while they
had nests there, and also with regard to the snaheésh were meant only to entrap the wild fig
-eaters.

Although my sons were interested in setting thees)ahey by no means approved of the new
order to economize the ammunition. No doubt they Ieen discussing this hardship, for little
Franz came to me with a brilliant proposal of higo

"Papa,” said he, "why should we not begin to pkmhe powder and shot immediately? It
would be so much more useful than bare grain fefdls."

His brothers burst into a roar of laughter, andulstrconfess | found it no easy matter to keep
my countenance.

"Come, Ernest,"” said I; "now we have had our ameseniell the little fellow what gunpowder
really is."

"It is not seed at all, Franz," Ernest explainegdutipowder is made of charcoal, sulphur, and
saltpeter, mixed cleverly together; so you seaitnot be sown like corn, any more than shot
can be planted like peas and beans."

My carpentering meantime went on apace. In ordeshmpe my sledge with ends properly
turned up in front, | had chosen wood which hadnbeart of the bow of the vessel, and was
curved in the necessary way for my purpose. Twogsgperfectly similar, formed the sides of
my sleigh, or sledge, and | simply united thesergjly by fixing short bars across them. Then,
when the ropes of the donkey's harness were attaohtbe raised points in front, the equipage
was complete and ready for use.

My attention had been for some time wholly engrddsg my work, and | only now observed
that the mother and her little boys had been bymdilgking above two dozen of the wild birds,
and were preparing to roast them, spitted in agova long, narrow sword blade, belonging to
one of our ship's officers.

It seemed somewhat wasteful to cook so many at;dngemy wife explained that she was
getting them ready for the butter-cask | was gdaméetch for her on the new sledge, as | had
advised her to preserve them half-cooked, and pkickiutter.

Amused at her promptitude, | could do nothing ld&s promise to go for her cask directly
after dinner. For her part, she resolved in oueabs to have a grand wash of linen and other
clothes, and she advised me to arrange regulas batlall the boys in future.

Early in the afternoon Ernest and | were readyemf, equipped as usual. Fritz presented us
each with a neat case of margay skin to hang agiodies.

We harnessed both cow and ass to the sledge, esmmnpanied by Juno, cheerfully took our
departure, choosing the way by the sands, and irepchentholm without accident or
adventure.
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There unharnessing the animals, we began at onloadcthe sledge, not only with the butter
cask, but with a powder chest, a barrel of cheasd,a variety of other articles—ball, shot,
tools, and Turk's armor, which had been left belmnaur last visit.

Our work had so closely engaged our attention, thetn we were ready to leave it and go in
search of a good bathing place, we discovereddiwatwo animals had wandered quite out of
sight, having crossed the bridge to reach the gasture beyond the river.

| sent Ernest after them, and went alone to theemity of the bay. It terminated in bold and

precipitous cliffs, which extended into the deeptevaand rose abruptly, so as to form an
inaccessible wall of rock and crag. Swampy grownwgrgrown with large canes, intervened

between me and these cliffs. | cut a large bunéllhe reeds, and returned to Ernest. It was
some time before | found him, comfortably extendigtilength on the ground near the tent,

and sleeping as sound as a top, while the cowlemads, grazing at will, were again making
for the bridge.

"Get up, Ernest, you lazy fellow!" exclaimed |, nmuannoyed; "why don't you mind your
business? Look at the animals! They will be overrilier again!"

"No fear of that, father,” returned he, with thenost composure. "I have taken a couple of
boards off the bridge. They won't pass the gap.”

| could not help laughing at the ingenious devigewhich the boy had spared himself all
trouble; at the same time | observed that it isngréco waste the precious moments in sleep
when duty has to be performed. | then bid him go emilect some salt, which was wanted at
home, while | went to bathe.

On coming back, much refreshed, | again missedg€traed began to wonder whether he was
still gathering salt, or whether he had lain dowmswhere to finish his nap, when | heard him
loudly calling:

"Father, father, I've caught a fish! an immensévelhe is. | can scarcely hold him, he drags
the line so!"

Hastening toward the spot, | saw the boy lyingha grass, on a point of land close to the
mouth of the stream, and with all his might keepnadd of a rod. The line was strained to the
utmost by the frantic efforts of a very large fisthich was attempting to free itself from the
hook.

| quickly took the rod from him, and giving theHisnore line, led him by degrees into shallow
water. Ernest ran in with his hatchet and killewh hi

It proved to be a salmon of full fifteen pounds gigj and | was delighted to think of taking
such a valuable prize to the mother.

"This is capital, Ernest!" cried I; "you have cledryourself for once of the charge of laziness!
Let us now carry this splendid salmon to the sledlgell clean and pack it for the journey, that
it may arrive in good condition, while you go aadté¢ a bath in the sea.”

All this being accomplished, we harnessed our kBetasthe well-laden vehicle, and replacing
the boards on the bridge, commenced the journeyehom

We kept inland this time, and were skirting thedaws of a grassy thicket, when Juno suddenly
left us, and plunging into the bushes, with fiebagking hunted out, right in front of us, the
most singular-looking creature | ever beheld. Isvaking wonderful flying leaps, apparently
in a sitting posture, and got over the ground aastonishing rate. | attempted to shoot it as it
passed, but missed. Ernest, who was behind meyvalosés movements very coolly, and
seeing that the dog was puzzled, and that the &nm@ing paused, was crouching among the
grass, went cautiously nearer, fired at the spdtdtemarked, and shot it dead.
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The extraordinary appearance of this creature s@grus very much. It was as large as a
sheep, its head was shaped like that of a mowsskiin also was of a mouse color, it had long

ears like a hare, and a tail like a tiger's. Thepgaws resembled those of a squirrel, but they
seemed only half-grown, while the hind legs wereremous, and so long that, when upright on

them, the animal would look as if mounted on stilts

For some time we stood silently wondering at theakable creature before us. | could not
recollect to have seen or heard of any such.

"Well, father," said Ernest at last, "l should $hi was about the queerest beast to be met with
anywhere. | am glad | knocked it over. How theyl @il stare when | carry it home!"

"You have had a lucky day altogether, certainlgitld; "but | cannot think what this animal
can be. Examine its teeth, and let us see to wass of mammalia it belongs. We may be led
to guess at its name in that way."

"l see four sharp incisor teeth, father—two uppet &avo under, as a squirrel has."
"Ah! then he is a rodent. What rodents can you rebe, Ernest?"

"l do not know them all, but there are the mouke,rharmot, the squirrel, the hare, the beaver,
the jerboa——"

"The jerboa!" | exclaimed, "the jerboa! now we s$hedve it. This is really very like a jerboa,
only far larger. It must be a kangaroo, one ofdlass of animals which has a pouch or purse
beneath the body, in which its young can take mflidiey were discovered in New Holland,
by the great Captain Cook, and | congratulate yooweing the first to obtain a specimen in
New Switzerland!" | added, laughing, as | extempedithe name.

The kangaroo was added to the already heavy loasupisledge, and we proceeded slowly,
arriving late at Falconhurst, but meeting with tiseial bright welcome.

Very eager and inquisitive were the glances tuiogdhrd the sledge, for the load piled on it
surpassed all expectation; we on our part stanregual surprise at the extraordinary rig of the
young folks who came to meet us.

One wore a long night-shirt, which, with a belt,sn& convenient length in front, but trailed
behind in orthodox ghost fashion.

Another had on a very wide pair of trousers, bragedo short that each little leg looked like
the clapper in a bell.

The third, buttoned up in a pea-jacket which camerdto his ankles, looked for all the world
like a walking portmanteau.

Amid much joking and laughter, the mother explaitieat she had been washing all day, and
while their clothes were drying, the boys amuseshtbelves by dressing up in things they
found while rummaging the sailor's chest, and hegat khem on, that Ernest and | might see the
masquerade. It certainly amused us, but made metridagt so little belonging to ourselves had
been saved from the wreck, in consequence of wihiehchildren had scarcely a change of
linen.

Turning now to our new acquisitions, we excitedagjiaterest by exhibiting each in turn; the
large salmon, but more especially the kangaro@rsad and delighted everyone.

Fritz alone wore a look expressive of dissatistagtiand | saw that he was envious of his
younger brother's success. Vexed that so nobleea pad fallen to Ernest's gun, instead of his
own, he treated it rather slightingly; but | codée that he was struggling against his jealous
feelings, and he, after a while, succeeded in re@og his good humor, and joined pleasantly
in the conversation.
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"What a famous day's sport you have had altogetaiti he, coming close up to me. "It will
be my turn to go out with you next, will it not tfer? Just about here there is nothing to shoot,
and | have found it very dull.”

"Still, you have been doing your duty, my dear bpgu were entrusted with the care of the
family, and a youth of manly character will not degd for happiness on mere excitement."

As the shades of night approached, we made hastmtude the day's work, by preparing the
kangaroo, part for immediate use, and part foirgalfThe animals were fed, and a plentiful

allowance of salt made to them. Our own supperafdd salmon and potatoes was dispatched
with great appetite, and we retired, with thankfearts, to sound and well-earned repose.

CHAPTER V

A SECOND VISIT TO THE WRECK

Next morning, while the breakfast was getting reddsittended to the beautiful skin of the

kangaroo, which | was anxious to preserve enting} afterward, when Fritz had prepared
everything in readiness for our trip to the wrelckalled Ernest and Jack in order to give them
some parting injunctions. They, however, had disapgd directly after breakfast, and their
mother could only guess that, as we required pesatiney might have gone to fetch a supply. |
desired her to reprove them, on their return, fartsig away without leave; but, as it appeared
they had taken Turk, | satisfied myself that nonnavas likely to befall them, although it was

not without reluctance that I left my dear wife radowith little Franz, cheering her with hopes
of our speedy return with new treasures from theckir

Advancing steadily on our way, we crossed the leridgJackal River, when suddenly, to our
no small astonishment, Jack and Ernest burst oathodling place where they had lain in wait
for us, and were enchanted with the startling éftédheir unexpected appearance upon their
unsuspecting father and brother. It was evideritttiey fully believed they might now go with
us to the wreck.

To this notion | at once put a decided stop, algfolicould not find it in my heart to scold the
two merry rogues for their thoughtless frolic, mespecially as | particularly wished to send
back a message to my wife. | told them they mustyhttome, so as not to leave their mother in
suspense, although, as they were already so &r,nhight collect some salt. And | instructed
them to explain that, as my work on board wouldtag a long time, she must try to bear with
our absence for a night. This | had meant to sagnwlie parted, but my courage had failed,
knowing how much she would object to such a plard & had resolved to return in the
evening.

On consideration, however, of the importance ofstrarcting a raft, which was my intention in
going, and finishing it without a second trip, telenined to remain on board for the night, as
the boys had, unintentionally, given me the charf@ending a message to that effect.

"Good-bye, boys, take care of yourselves! we'rg' gtiouted Fritz, as | joined him in the tub-
boat, and we shoved off.

The current carried us briskly out of the bay; werevvery soon moored safely alongside the
wreck, and scrambling up her shattered sides, stooghat remained of the deck, and began at
once to lay our plans.

| wanted to make a raft fit to carry on shore aagnariety of articles far too large and heavy
for our present boat. A number of empty water casd@med just what was required for a
foundation; we closed them tightly, pushed thenrloward, and arranging twelve of them side
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by side in rows of three, we firmly secured thengetbier by means of spars, and then
proceeded to lay a good substantial floor of plamksch was defended by a low bulwark. In
this way we soon had a first-rate raft, exactlyesito our purpose.

It would have been impossible to return to land $&me evening, for we were thoroughly
fatigued by our labors, and had eaten only the lighreshment we had brought in our wallets,
scarcely desisting a moment from our work.

Rejoicing that we were not expected home, we nowaran excellent supper from the ship's
provisions, and then rested for the night on spnaitresses, a perfect luxury to us, after our
hard and narrow hammocks.

Next morning we actively set about loading the w@&id boat: first carrying off the entire
contents of our own cabins; and passing on to dpéain's room, we removed the furniture, as
well as the doors and window-frames, with theirtdobars, and locks. We next took the
officers' chests, and those belonging to the cagpeand gunsmith; the contents of these latter
we had to remove in portions, as their weight veaideyond our strength.

One large chest was filled with an assortment ntyagoods, and reminded us of a jeweler's
shop, so glittering was the display of gold andesilwatches, snuff-boxes, buckles, studs,
chains, rings, and all manner of trinkets; these a box of money drew our attention for a
time; but more useful to us at present was a chsenomon knives and forks, which | was glad
to find, as more suited to us than the smart siwvers we had previously taken on shore. To my
delight we found, most carefully packed, a numbeyaung fruit trees: and we read on the
tickets attached to them the names, so pleasdbtirimpean ears, of the apple, pear, chestnut,
orange, almond, peach, apricot, plum, cherry, ane.v

The cargo, which had been destined for the supply distant colony, proved, in fact, a rich
and almost inexhaustible treasure to us. Ironmgng#umber's tools, lead, paint, grindstones,
cart wheels, and all that was necessary for th&wba smith's forge, spades and plowshares,
sacks of maize, peas, oats, and wheat, a handamdlalso the parts of a saw-mill so carefully
numbered that, were we strong enough, it wouldasy & put it up, had been stowed away.

So bewildered were we by the wealth around usftregome time we were at a loss as to what
to remove to the raft. It would be impossible t&etaeverything; yet the first storm would
complete the destruction of the ship, and we shimdd all we left behind. Selecting a number
of the most useful articles, however, including colurse the grain and the fruit trees, we
gradually loaded our raft. Fishing lines, reels;dege, and a couple of harpoons were put on
board, as well as a mariner's compass.

Fritz, recollecting our encounter with the shardaced the harpoons in readiness; and amused
me by seeming to picture himself a whaler, flourighhis harpoon in most approved fashion.

Early in the afternoon, both our crafts were hgaldben, and we were ready to make for the
shore. The voyage was begun with considerable gnxas, with the raft in tow, there was
some danger of an accident.

But the sea being calm, and the wind favorable foumd we could spread the sail, and our
progress was very satisfactory.

Presently, Fritz asked me for the telescope, asldeobserved something curious floating at a
distance. Then handing it back, he begged me tmieeathe object; which | soon discovered
to be a turtle asleep on the water, and of counsenscious of our approach.

"Do, father, steer toward it!" exclaimed he.

| accordingly did so, that he might have a neawek lat the creature. Little did | suspect what
was to follow. The lad's back was turned to me, #edbroad sail was between us, so that |
could not perceive his actions; when, all of a ®udd experienced a shock, and the thrill as of
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line running through a reel. Before | had time &l out, a second shock, and the sensation of
the boat being rapidly drawn through the watemnaé me.

"Fritz, what are you about?" cried I, "you are dagdis to the bottom."
"I have him, hurrah! I have him safe!" shoutedihegsager excitement.

To my amazement, | perceived that he really hadtktthe tortoise with a harpoon; a rope was
attached to it, and the creature was running awty ws.

Lowering the sail and seizing my hatchet, | haddeiogward, in order to cut the line, and cast
adrift at once turtle and harpoon.

"Father! do wait!" pleaded the boy, "there is nogler just yet? | promise to cut the line myself
the instant it is necessary! Let us catch thidduftve possibly can.”

"My dear boy, the turtle will be a very dear bargaf he upsets all our goods into the sea, even
if he does not drown us too. For Heaven's sakeabeful! | will wait a few minutes, but the
minute there is danger, cut the line."

As the turtle began to make for the open sea, stbdithe sail again; and, finding the

opposition too much for it, the creature againaed its course landward, drawing us rapidly
after it. The part of the shore for which the isttas making was considerably to the left of our
usual landing place. The beach there shelved vaguglly, and at some distance from land we
grounded with a sharp shock, but fortunately witreoaapsize.

The turtle was evidently greatly exhausted, anevander, since it had been acting the part of a
steam tug, and had been dragging, at full speeduple of heavily laden vessels. Its intention

was to escape to land; but | leaped into the watet,wading up to it, dispatched it with my ax.

Such was its tenacity of life, however, that it diot cease its struggles, until | had actually
severed its head from its body.

As we were by no means far from Falconhurst, Fgéze notice of our approach by firing off
his gun, as well as shouting loudly in his gleed,amhile we were yet engaged in securing our
boats and getting the turtle on shore, the whotgiljaappeared in the distance, hastening
eagerly toward us; and our new prize, together wWithwell-laden boat and raft, excited the
liveliest interest; my wife's chief pleasure, howewonsisted in seeing us back, as our night's
absence had disturbed her, and she was horrifighdebgtescription of our dangerous run in the
wake of the fugitive turtle.

Being anxious to remove some of our goods befaghtnthe boys ran off to fetch the sledge;
while I, having no anchor, contrived to moor thatsoby means of some of the heavy blocks of
iron we had brought.

It required our united strength to get the turtl@sted on to the sledge, its weight being
prodigious; we found it, indeed, with the additiohthe sapling fruit trees, quite a sufficient
load.

We then made the best of our way home, chattingimmeibout our various adventures. The
first thing to be done on arriving was to obtaimgoof the turtle's flesh and cook it for supper.
To my wife this appeared necessarily a work of tiaewell as of difficulty; but | turned the
beast on its back, and soon detached a portioheofmeat from the breast with a hatchet, by
breaking the lower shell: and | then directed thahould be cooked, with a little salt, shell and
all.

"But let me first cut away this disgusting greety"faaid my wife, with a little shudder. "See
how it sticks all over the meat. No one could esttlaing so nasty."

"Leave the fat, whatever you do!" exclaimed I. "Wiyy dear, that is the very best part, and
the delight of the epicure. If there be really toach, cut some off—it can be used as lard, and
let the dogs make a supper of the refuse.”
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"And the handsome shell!" cried Fritz; "I shouldldito make a water-trough of that, to stand
near the brook, and be kept always full of clearewadow useful it would be!"

"That is a capital idea," | replied, "and we maynage it easily, if we can find clay so as to
make a firm foundation on which to place it."

"Oh, as to clay," said Jack, "I have a grand lurhglay there under that root."
"Well done, my lad! when did you find it?"

"He found a bed of clay near the river this morglirggid his mother, "and came home in such
a mess, | had regularly to scrape his clothes ashwim thoroughly!"

"Well, mother, | can only tell you | should neverall my days have found the clay, if | had not
slipped and fallen among it."

"That | can well believe," returned his mother; Kgrio hear you talk this morning, one would
have thought your discovery of clay the result@fywarduous search indeed."”

"When you have ended the question of the clay hadurtle shell,” said Ernest, "I should like
to show you some roots | found to-day; they ar¢irggetrather dry now. They look something
like radishes, although the plant itself was alneobtish; but | have not ventured to taste them,
although our old sow was devouring them at a gedat”

"In that you did wisely, my boy. Swine eat manynt§g injurious to men. Let me see your
roots. How did you discover them?"

"l was rambling in the wood this morning, and campen the sow, very busy grubbing under a
small bush, and eating something ravenously; sodalher away, and found a number of these
roots, which | brought for you to see.”

"Indeed, Ernest,” | exclaimed, after taking the tsoin my hand and considering them
attentively, "I am inclined to believe that you kakeally made a brilliant discovery! If this
proves to be, as | expect, the manioc root, we trimge every other eatable we possess, and
yet not starve. In the West Indies, cakes callest@aa bread are made from it; and, already
having potatoes, we shall be very independent itare succeed in preparing flour from these
roots. Great care must be taken in the manufatbuegpress the juice, otherwise the flour may
be injurious and even poisonous.

"If we can collect a sufficient quantity, we wilitempt bread-making. | think | know how to set
about it."

Finding there was still time to make another trighvthe sledge, | went off with the elder boys,
leaving Franz with his mother; and we all lookednfard with satisfaction to the prospect of
the princely supper they were to have ready forfaspur day's work had been none of the
lightest.

"I have been thinking about my turtle, father,"ds&ritz, as we went along; "is not the shell
very valuable? Surely beautiful combs, boxes, andraber of ornamental things are made of
tortoise shell, and if so, it seems a pity to uderia water-trough.”

"Your turtle, Fritz, is only fit for eating, its sH is worthless as regards ornament; whereas the
species whose shell is prized so much is unfifdod. Tortoise shell is subjected to the action
of the heat, the outer layer peels off, leavingeautifully marked, semi-transparent surface,
which is susceptible of a very high polish."

The sledge quickly received its second load fromn rft. Chests, four cart-wheels, and the
hand-mill were placed on it, with all manner of $ieraarticles, and we lost no time in
returning to Falconhurst.
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The mother welcomed us joyfully, for she said we baen regularly overworked during the
last two days. "However, now you are come homessb,'r said she, "and you little think what
refreshment awaits you here in the shade. Comesaedmy cellar!” and she smilingly
exhibited a small cask, half sunk in the ground], &ell sheltered with leaves and branches.

"Ah! you wonder where this came from," continued thother; "well, | found it myself on the
sands, to-day, while you were all absent; and faugcl was wine of some sort, | got it up here
on purpose to be ready for you. The boys are mosgbas to know what sort of wine it will
prove to be."

As the simplest method of ascertaining this, | itexea straw at the vent-hole, and presently
announced, that in all my life | had never enjogadore delicious draught of Canary sack. The
mother was immensely pleased to find that her mxextin my behalf had not been thrown
away, and the boys pressed around me, armed wativsstand begging for a taste.

After so strongly expressing my own enjoyment & tine, it seemed unreasonable to deny
them this, and | let them come in turns, but wasedpy obliged to call a halt; for the rogues

got so eager and excited that | had to reprove tloertheir greediness, and warn them of the
risk they ran of being intoxicated. In fact, | bledmyself for allowing them to have this strong

wine as a beverage at all. They were wholly unaoousd to it, and were, besides, fatigued
and very hungry. Supper was more to the purposg; @ the turtle proved delicious, it was

heartily enjoyed, and gave us strength to hauhth#éresses we had brought from the ship up
into our sleeping rooms, so that very refreshingndlers closed the day.

Early next morning | got up without rousing anytbé others, intending to pay a visit to the
beach; for | had my doubts about the safety of mgsels on the open shore. The dogs were
delighted when | descended the ladder, and bouttdettet me; the cocks crowed and flapped
their wings; two pretty kids gamboled around; alisnife and energy; the ass alone seemed
disinclined to begin the day, and as | especiatuired his services, this was unfortunate. | put
his morning dreams to flight, however, and harng@$se to the sledge; the cow, as she had not
been milked, enjoyed the privilege of further remomsnd, with the rest of the family, | left her
dozing.

My fears as to the safety of the boats were sogpetled, for they were all right; and, being in
haste to return, the load | collected from theeight was but a light one, and the donkey
willingly trotted home with it, he, as well as leing uncommonly ready for breakfast.
Approaching the tree, not a sound was to be hemtda soul was to be seen, although it was
broad day; and great was my good wife's surpri$enywroused by the clatter and hullabaloo |
made, she started up, and became aware of thiedate

"What can have made us oversleep like this?" sloéaiexed. "It must be the fault of those
mattresses; they are delightful, but really todifigt see, the children are sound asleep still."

With much stretching and many yawns, the boys st dame tumbling down from the tree,
rubbing their eyes and seeming but half awake; $rast, as usual.

"Come, my boys," said I, "this will never do! Yolbeds were too luxurious last night, | see.” In
my own opinion, however, | felt there was somethatge to blame besides the comfortable
mattresses, and | made a mental resolve that fitaios fine Canary should be dealt with very
sparingly in future. "So now for prayers and breakf' | continued, "and then off to work. |
must have our cargo landed in time to get the bafhtsith the next tide."

By dint of downright hard work, we accomplishedstrand | got on board with Fritz as soon as
they were afloat; the rest turned homeward, buk Jagered behind with such imploring
looks, that | could not resist taking him with me.

My intention had been simply to take the vesselswdoto the harbor in Safety Bay, but the
calm sea and fine weather tempted me to make anipeo the wreck. It took up more time
than | expected, so that, when on board, we conlraake a further examination of the cargo,
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collect a few portable articles, and then availselues of the sea-breeze, which would fail us
later in the evening.

To Jack the pleasure of hunting about in the hadd wovel and charming, and very soon a
tremendous rattling and clattering heralded hisr@ggh with a wheel-barrow, in the highest
spirits at his good fortune in having found suduagpital thing in which to bring home potatoes.

He was followed by Fritz, whose news was still morgortant. He had found, carefully
packed and enclosed within partitions, what apmgktrde the separate parts of a pinnace, with
rigging and fittings complete, even to a couplesmiall brass guns. This was a great discovery,
and | hastened to see if the lad was right. Indeedvas, but my pleasure was qualified by a
sense of the arduous task it would be to put suofaf together so as to be fit for sea. For the
present we had barely time to get something toasat hurry into the boat, where were
collected our new acquisitions, namely, a coppetehoiron plates, tobacco-graters, two
grindstones, a small barrel of powder, and anathéints, two wheel-barrows, besides Jack's,
which he kept under his own especial care.

As we drew near the shore, we were surprised t@seenber of little figures ranged in a row

along the water's edge, and apparently gazing liixadus. They seemed to wear dark coats
and white waistcoats, and stood quite still witbitlarms dropping by their sides, only every
now and then one would extend them gently, as thémrgging to embrace us.

"Ah! here at last come the pigmy inhabitants of¢bantry to welcome us!" cried I, laughing.

"Oh, father!" exclaimed Jack, "I hope they areipiltians! | once read in a book about them,
so there must be such people, you know, only tleederather too large.”

"You must be content to give up the Lilliputiansdasccept penguins, my dear Jack," said |I.
"We have not before seen them in such numbers,Eboest knocked one down, if you
remember, soon after we landed. They are excedl@ithmers, but helpless on land, as they
can neither fly nor run.”

We were gradually approaching the land as | spakéd,no sooner was the water shallow, than
out sprang Jack from his tub, and wading ashook the unsuspecting birds by surprise, and
with his stick laid half a dozen, right and lefither stunned or dead at his feet. The rest
escaped into the water, dived, and disappeared.

9/4/201:



Pageb6 of 19¢

Jack took the unsuspecting birds by surprise

As these penguins are disagreeable food, on acobdimeir strong, oily taste, | was sorry Jack
had attacked them; but going to examine them whemawded, some of the fallen arose from
their swoon, and began solemnly to waddle awaynwploich we caught them, and tying their
feet together with long grass, laid them on theldarwait until we were ready to start.

The three wheel-barrows then each received a lkbed)ive penguins, seated gravely, were
trundled along by Jack, and away we went at a gatat

The unusual noise of our approach set the dogsngaflriously, but discovering us, they
rushed forward with such forcible demonstrationsdelight, that poor little Jack, who, as it
was, could scarcely manage his barrow, was fapket; penguins and all. This was too much
for his patience, and it was absurd to see howtdrgesl up and cuffed them soundly for their
boisterous behavior.

This scene, and the examination of our burdensezhgreat merriment: the tobacco-grater and
iron plates evidently puzzling everybody.

| sent the boys to catch some of our geese andsdacokl bid them fasten a penguin to each by
the leg, thinking that it was worth while to tryteime them.

My wife had exerted herself in our absence to mleva good store of potatoes, and also of
manioc root. | admired her industry, and little izasaid, "Ah, father! | wonder what you will
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say when mother and | give you some Indian corrg amelons, and pumpkins, and
cucumbers!"

"Now, you little chatterbox!" cried she, "you halet out my secret! | was to have the pleasure
of surprising your father when my plants were groywp."

"Ah, the poor disappointed little mother!" said'Never mind! | am charmed to hear about it.
Only do tell me, where did those seeds come from?"

"Out of my magic bag, of course!” replied she. "Agath time | have gone for potatoes, | have
sown seeds in the ground which was dug up to gettland | have planted potatoes also."”

"Well done, you wise little woman!" | exclaimed. W, you are a model of prudence and
industry!"

"But,” continued she, "I do not half like the apmeae of those tobacco-graters you have
brought. Is it possible you are going to make shifo, pray, let us make sure of abundance of
food for our mouths, before we think of our noses!"

"Make your mind easy, my wife," said I. "I have rlbé remotest intention of introducing the
dirty, ridiculous habit of snuffing into your fargll Please to treat my graters with respect,
however, because they are to be the means of pmgwau with the first fresh bread you have
seen this many a long day."

"What possible connection can there be betweendbaied tobacco-graters? | cannot imagine
what you mean, and to talk of bread where ther@marmvens is only tantalizing."

"Ah, you must not expect real loaves," said I. "Batthese flat iron plates | can bake flat cakes
or scones, which will be excellent bread; | meatry@at once what | can do with Ernest's roots.
And first of all, I want you to make me a nice sigacanvas bag."”

This the mother willingly undertook to do, but slhddently had not much faith in my powers
as a baker, and | saw her set on a good potfubtaitpes before beginning to work, as though
to make sure of a meal without depending on mydrea

Spreading a piece of sailcloth on the ground, Imomed my boys to set to work. Each took a
grater and a supply of well-washed manioc root, when all were seated round the cloth—
"Once, twice, thrice! Off!" cried I, beginning tally a root as hard as | could against the rough
surface of my grater. My example was instantlydetd by the whole party, amid bursts of
merriment, as each remarked the funny attitude @adi gestures of his neighbors while
vehemently rubbing, rasping, grating, and grindilogvn the roots allotted to him. No one was
tempted by the look of the flour to stop and tastdor in truth it looked much like wet
sawdust.

"Cassava bread is highly esteemed in many pattsediew World, and | have even heard that
some Europeans there prefer it to the wheaten hwe#uokir own country. There are various
species of manioc. One sort grows quickly, andatgs ripen in a very short time. Another
kind is of somewhat slower growth. The roots oftitied kind do not come to maturity for two
years. The two first are poisonous, if eaten raet, tiiey are preferred to the third, which is
harmless, because they are so much more fruithal,the flour produced is excellent, if the
scrapings are carefully pressed.”

"What is the good of pressing them, father?" inggiErnest.

"It is in order to express the sap, which contadimes poison. The dry pith is wholesome and
nourishing. Still, I do not mean to taste my cakesil | have tried their effect on our fowls and
the ape.”

By this time our supply of roots being reduced &g powder, the canvas bag was filled with
it, and tying it tightly up, | attempted to squeagebut soon found that mechanical aid was
necessary in order to express the moisture. Myngenraments for this purpose were as follows:
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A strong, straight beam was made flat on one smoth planks were laid across two of the
lower roots of our tree; on these we placed th&,sswove the sack another plank, and over that
the long beam; one end was passed under a rootheeaack, the other projected far forward.
And to that we attached all the heaviest weightcadd think of, such as an anvil, iron bars,
and masses of lead. The consequent pressure dmaghevas enormous, and the sap flowed
from it to the ground.

"Will this stuff keep any time?" inquired my wife4ho came to see how we were getting on.
"Or must all this great bagful be used at oncethdn case we shall have to spend the whole of
to-morrow in baking cakes."

"Not at all,” | replied; "once dry, the flour in tvals will keep fresh a long time. We shall use a
great deal of this, however, as you shall see."”

"Do you think we might begin now, father?" saidtErl'There does not seem the least moisture
remaining.”

"Certainly,” said I. "But | shall only make one eato-day for an experiment; we must see how
it agrees with Master Knips and the hens beforsetaip a bakehouse in regular style.”

| took out a couple of handfuls of flour for thisrpose, and with a stick loosened and stirred
the remainder, which | intended should again bega@. While an iron plate, placed over a
good fire, was getting hot, | mixed the meal withter and a little salt, kneaded it well, and
forming a thickish cake, laid it on the hot platehen one side presently becoming a nice
yellow-brown color, it was turned and was quickikbd.

It smelt so delicious that the boys quite envieglttho hens and the monkey, who were selected
as the subjects of this interesting experiment, theg silently watched them gobbling up the
bits of cake | gave them, until Fritz turned to reaying, "Suppose the cake is poisonous, what
effect will it have on the creatures? Will theydiapefied, or will they suffer pain?"

"That depends upon the nature of the poison. S@usecviolent pain, as colchicum, hellebore,
and aconite. Others produce stupefaction and pmasalgs opium, hemlock, and prussic acid;
while others again, as strychnine, are followedvimjent convulsions, or, as belladonna, by
delirium. The effects of course vary accordinghe guantity taken, and such remedies should
be applied as will best counteract the effect aheaoison: emetics in any case, to remove as
much as possible of the noxious substance, combitdoils and mucilaginous drinks to
soothe and protect the stomach in the case adntst stimulants, such as spirits, ammonia, or
strong coffee to rouse from the stupor of the n@spand sedative drugs, which are perhaps in
themselves poisons, to counteract the over stimulaif the nerves caused by the convulsant
poisons. But now let us think no more of poisoreehis supper ready and we need not be
afraid to eat roast penguin and potatoes."

No sooner said than done; we left the fowls pickipgthe least crumb they could find of the
guestionable food, and assembled to enjoy our egemeal. The potatoes were, as usual,
excellent, the penguin really not so bad as | ebquk@lthough fishy in taste and very tough.

Next morning everyone expressed the tenderest oom@seto the health of Knips and the hens;
and lively pleasure was in every countenance wlaahk,Jwho ran first to make the visit of
inquiry, brought news of their perfect good healtid spirits.

No time was now to be lost, and the bread-bakinmmenced in earnest. A large fire was
kindled, the plates heated, the meal made intos;aach of the boys busily preparing his own,
and watching the baking most eagerly. Mistakes wedy of course; some of the bread was
burnt, some not done enough; but a pile of nicmpteng cakes was at length ready, and with
plenty of good milk we breakfasted right royallpdain high spirits at our success.

Soon after, while feeding the poultry with the fragnts of the repast, | observed that the
captive penguins were quite at ease among themaartdme as the geese and ducks; their
bonds were therefore loosed, and they were |dfeasas the other fowls.
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CHAPTER VI

HOW WE BUILT THE PINNACE

Having now discovered how to provide bread for myily, my thoughts began to revert to the
wreck and all the valuables yet contained within Above all, | was bent on acquiring

possession of the beautiful pinnace, and awareotmatinited efforts would be required to do
the necessary work, | began to coax and persuadedtther to let me go in force with all her
boys except Franz.

She very unwillingly gave her consent at last, hott until | had faithfully promised never to
pass a night on board. | did so with reluctancel &e parted, neither feeling quite satisfied
with the arrangement.

The boys were delighted to go in so large a partg, merrily carried provision bags filled with
cassava bread and potatoes.

Reaching Safety Bay without adventure we first paidisit to the geese and ducks which
inhabited the marsh there, and having fed themsaet they were thriving well, we buckled
on each his cork belt, stepped into the tub-boat, with the raft in tow, steered straight for the
wreck.

When we got on board, | desired the boys to colidatever came first to hand, and load the
raft to be ready for our return at night, and thienmade a minute inspection of the pinnace.

| came to the conclusion that difficulties, welghiinsuperable, lay between me and the safe
possession of the beautiful little vessel. Sheiagt most un-get-at-able position at the further
end of the hold, stowed in so confined and narrospace, that it was impossible to think of

fitting the parts together there. At the same tthese parts were so heavy, that removing them
to a convenient place piece by piece was equatipbilne question.

| sent the boys away to amuse themselves by runmpagit anything they liked to carry away,
and sat down quietly to consider the matter.

As my eyes became used to the dim light which edtéine compartment through a chink or
crevice here and there, | perceived how carefulgre part of the pinnace was arranged and
marked with numbers, so that if only | could beswwfficient time on the work, and contrive
space in which to execute it, | might reasonablyenfor success.

"Room! room to work in, boys! that's what we needhe first place!" | cried, as my sons came
to see what plan | had devised, for so great weis teliance on me that they never doubted the
pinnace was to be ours.

"Fetch axes, and let us break down the compartarhtlear space all round."”

To work we all went, yet evening drew near, andliile impression was made on the mass of
woodwork around us. We had to acknowledge that mamense amount of labor and
perseverance would be required before we couldazabelves the owners of the useful and
elegant little craft, which lay within this vastlkdike a fossil shell embedded in a rock.

Preparations for returning to shore were hastilgenand we landed without much relish for
the long walk to Falconhurst, when, to our greapsse and pleasure, we found the mother and
little Franz at Tentholm awaiting us. She had neswlto take up her quarters there during the
time we should be engaged on the wreck. "In that yau will live nearer your work, and |
shall not quite lose sight of you!" said she, vdtpleasant smile.
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"You are a good, sensible, kind wife," | exclaimddlighted with her plan, "and we shall work
with the greater diligence, that you may returs@sn as possible to your dear Falconhurst."

"Come and see what we have brought you, mothergdcFritz; "a good addition to your
stores, is it not?" and he and his brothers exdbitvo small casks of butter, three of flour,
corn, rice, and many other articles welcome tocaneful housewife.

Our days were now spent in hard work on board;, éuting and clearing an open space round
the pinnace, and then putting the parts togethersiafrted early and returned at night, bringing
each time a valuable freight from the old vessel.

At length, with incredible labor, all was completéthe pinnace stood actually ready to be
launched, but imprisoned within massive woodenswatich defied our strength.

It seemed exactly as though the graceful vesselbakened from sleep, and was longing to
spring into the free blue sea, and spread her wimglse breeze. | could not bear to think that
our success so far should be followed by failureé disappointment. Yet no possible means of
setting her free could | conceive, and | was almosiespair, when an idea occurred to me
which, if | could carry it out, would effect herlease without further labor or delay.

Without explaining my purpose, | got a large castrimortar, filled it with gunpowder, secured
a block of oak to the top, through which | pier@ebole for the insertion of the match, and this
great petard | so placed, that when it explodeshduld blow out the side of the vessel next
which the pinnace lay. Then securing it with chathst the recoil might do no damage, | told
the boys | was going ashore earlier than usual,caftaly desired them to get into the boat.
Then lighting a match | had prepared, and which ld/daurn some time before reaching the
powder, | hastened after them with a beating haad,we made for the land.

We brought the raft close in shore and began toadhlt; the other boat | did not haul up, but
kept her ready to put off at a moment's notice; anyiety was unobserved by anyone, as |
listened with strained nerves for the expected dolircame!—a flash! a mighty roar—a grand
burst of smoke!

My wife and children, terror-stricken, turned thelyes toward the sea, whence the startling
noise came, and then, in fear and wonder, lookedddor some explanation. "Perhaps,” said
the mother, as | did not speak, "perhaps you hafteal light burning near some of the
gunpowder, and an explosion has taken place."

"Not at all unlikely,” replied I quietly; "we hadfae below when we were calking the seams of
the pinnace. | shall go off at once and see whahlagpened. Will anyone come?"

The boys needed no second invitation, but spratogtive boat, while | lingered to reassure my
wife by whispering a few words of explanation, dhdn joining them, we pulled for the wreck
at a more rapid rate than we ever had done before.

No alteration had taken place in the side at winehusually boarded her, and we pulled round
to the further side, where a marvelous sight awaite A huge rent appeared, the decks and
bulwarks were torn open, the water was covered fhatiting wreckage—all seemed in ruins;
and the compartment where the pinnace rested viigsréwealed to view. There sat the little
beauty, to all appearance uninjured; and the boymse attention was taken up with the
melancholy scene of ruin and confusion around theere astonished to hear me shout in
enthusiastic delight: "Hurrah! she is ours! Theelgwinnace is won! we shall be able to launch
her easily after all. Come, boys, let us see iflsd® suffered from the explosion which has set
her free."

The boys gazed at me for a moment, and then guessnsecret, "You planned it yourself,

you clever, cunning father! Oh, that machine weadlto make was on purpose to blow it up!"
cried they; and eagerly they followed me into timatsered opening, where, to my intense
satisfaction, | found everything as | could wishdahe captive in no way a sufferer from the
violent measures | had adopted for her deliverance.
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The boys were deeply interested in examining tHectef of the explosion, and in the
explanation | gave them of the principle and propay to manage a petard.

It was evident that the launch could now be efi@atghout much trouble; | had been careful

to place rollers beneath the keel, so that by meansvers and pulleys we might, with our

united strength, move her forward toward the wakerope was attached by which to regulate
the speed of the descent, and then, all handsgutteir shoulders to the work, the pinnace
began to slide from the stocks, and finally slipgedtly and steadily into the water, where she
floated as if conscious it was her native elemesije we, wild with excitement, cheered and

waved enthusiastically. We then only remained lengugh to secure our prize carefully at the
most sheltered point, and went back to Tentholmererlwve accounted for the explosion; saying
that having blown away one side of the ship, waukhbe able to obtain the rest of its contents
with a very few more days' work.

These days were devoted to completing the riggimg mounting of her two little brass guns,
and all necessary arrangements about the pinnaeeasl wonderful what martial ardor was
awakened by the possession of a vessel armed withréal guns. The boys chattered
incessantly about savages, fleets of canoes, attdefiense, and final annihilation of the
invaders.

| assured them that, brilliant as their victorieswd doubtless be, we should have good cause
to thank God if their fighting powers and new-beoaior were never put to the test.

The pinnace was fully equipped and ready to sdiijewet no idea of the surprise we were
preparing for her had dawned upon my wife, andriniiéed the boys, who had kept the secret
so well, to fire a salute when we entered the bay.

Casting off from the ship, and spreading the sait,voyage began. The pinnace glided swiftly
through the water. | stood at the helm, Ernest @3atk manned the guns, and Fritz gave the
word of command, "Fire!" Bang! bang! rattled outhailling report, which echoed and re-
echoed among the cliffs, followed by our shouts lamdahs.

The mother and her little boy rushed hastily foverom near the tent, and we could plainly
see their alarm and astonishment; but speedilygrezimg us, they waved joyfully, and came
quickly to the landing place to meet us.

By skillful management we brought the pinnace r@eprojection of the bank, and Fritz assisted
his mother to come on board, where, breathlessivaihe and excitement, she exclaimed, "You
dear, horrid, wonderful people, shall | scold yaoymise you? You have frightened me out of
my wits! To see a beautiful little ship come sajlim was startling enough, for | could not
conceive who might be on board, but the reportanfryguns made me tremble with fear—and
had | not recognized your voices directly afteshbuld have run away with Franz—Heaven
knows where! But have you really done all this wgdkirselves?" she continued, when we had
been forgiven for terrifying her with our vainglous salute. "What a charming little yacht! |
should not be afraid to sail in this myself."

After the pinnace had been shown off, and recethedadmiration she deserved, while our
industry, skill, and perseverance met with bourgli@sise: "Now," said my wife, "you must
come with me, and see how little Franz and | hamproved our time every day of your
absence.”

We all landed, and with great curiosity followeak timother up the river toward the cascade;
where, to our astonishment, we found a garden yndatl out in beds and walks; and she

continued, "We don't frighten people by firing sakiin honor of our performances; although,
by and by, I too shall want fire in a peaceablenfoLook at my beds of lettuce and cabbages,
my rows of beans and peas! Think what deliciouselin shall be able to cook for you, and

give me credit for my diligence."”
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"My dear wife!" | exclaimed, "this is beautiful'! Xrohave done wonders! Did you not find the
work too hard?"

"The ground is light and easy to dig hereabouts¢' eplied. "I have planted potatoes, and
cassava roots; there is space for sugar-caneghanung fruit trees, and | shall want you to
contrive to irrigate them, by leading water frone tbascades in hollow bamboos. Up by the
sheltering rocks | mean to have pine-apples anadmselthey will look splendid when they
spread there. To shelter the beds of European atglgst from the heat of the sun, | have
planted seeds of maize round them. The shadoweofath plants will afford protection from
the burning rays. Do you think that is a good pfan?

"l do, indeed; the whole arrangement is capitalwNas sunset approaches, we must return to
the tent for supper and rest, for both of whichane all quite ready."

The time passed in happy talk over our many neera@sts; everyone had the pleasant sensation
which attends successful labor, as well as expangnthe joy of affording unexpected
pleasure to others; and | especially pointed ontyssons how true, genuine happiness consists
in that, rather than in mere self-gratification.

Next morning, my wife said: "If you can exist onosé long enough to visit Falconhurst, dear
husband, | should like you to attend to the liftigit trees. | fear they have been too much
neglected. | have watered them occasionally, angiaspearth over the roots as they lay, but |
could not manage to plant them."

"You have done far more than | could have expectadwife,” | replied, "and provided you do
not ask me to give up the sea altogether, | modingly agree to your request, and will go to
Falconhurst as soon as the raft is unloaded, agwynng safely arranged here."

Life on shore was an agreeable change for usrallftze boys went actively to work, so that the
stores were quickly brought up to the tent, pileaider, and carefully covered with sailcloths,
fastened down by pegs all round. The pinnace bpiogided with an anchor, was properly
moored, and her elegant appearance quite alteeetbtiks of our harbor, hitherto occupied
only by the grotesque tub-boat, and flat, unintanggatft.

Taking an ample supply of everything we should nequat Falconhurst, we were soon
comfortably re-established in that charming abatdepeaceful shade seeming more delightful
than ever, after the heat and hard work we haty/latedergone.

Several Sundays had passed during our stay at dlemthnd the welcome Day of Rest now
returned again, to be observed with heartfelt demaind grateful praise.

| did not attempt too much in the form of preachiag | could not have secured the attention of
my hearers to any long-winded discourse, but theyewnterested in the Bible reading and
simple instructions | drew from it, and their youngices joined sweetly in favorite hymns,
which my wife sang from memory.

In the evening | desired the boys to let me see thexterity in athletic exercises, such as
running, leaping, wrestling, and climbing; tellitlgem they must keep up the practice of these
things, so as to grow strong, active men, powddulepel and cope with danger, as well as
agile and swift-footed to escape from it. No mam & really courageous and self-reliant
without an inward consciousness of physical power @apability.

"l want to see my sons strong, both morally andsptally,” said I; "that means, little Franz,"
as the large blue eyes looked inquiringly up at ‘theave to do what is good and right, and to
hate evil, and strong to work, hunt, and provide tfiemselves and others, and to fight if
necessary."

On the following day, the boys seeming disposedatoy out my wishes by muscular exercise
of all sorts, | encouraged them by saying | meanprepare a curious new weapon for them,
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only they must promise not to neglect the praaticarchery; as to their guns, | had no reason
to fear they would be laid aside.

Taking a long cord, | attached a leaden bulletaicheend and had instantly to answer a storm of
guestions as to what this could possibly be for.

"This is a miniature lasso," said I; "the MexicaRgtagonians, and various tribes of South
America, make use of this weapon in hunting, withrvelous dexterity, only, having no
bullets, they fasten stones to their ropes, whighiammensely longer than this. One end is
swung round and round the mounted hunter's headl tteen cast with skill and precision
toward the animal he wishes to strike; immediatebwing it back, he can repeat the blow, and
either kill or wound his prey. Frequently, howevtite intention is to take the animal, wild
horse, or buffalo, or whatever it may be, aliveq amthat case, the lasso is thrown, while riding
in hot pursuit, in such a way as to make the staigt many times round the neck, body, or
legs of the fugitive, arresting him even in fulkrear."

"Oh, father, what a splendid contrivance! Will yoy it now? There is the donkey, father! do
catch the donkey."

Not at all certain of my powers, | declined to giee upon a live subject, but consented to
make a trial of skill by aiming at the stump of@et at no great distance.

My success surpassed my own expectations; the siam@ntwined by the cord in such a way
as to leave no doubt whatever as to the feasitwfitthe wonderful performances | described;
and | was assailed by petitions from the boys, emtkious to possess a lasso of his own
without a moment's delay.

As the manufacture was simple, their wishes weeedity gratified, and lasso practice became
the order of the day.

Fritz, who was the most active and adroit, besitegng, of course, the greatest muscular
strength, soon became skilled in the art.

That night a change came over the weather, ang paxt morning | perceived that a gale of
wind was getting up. From the height of our treesuld see that the surface of the sea was in
violent agitation.

It was with no small satisfaction that | thoughtaafr hard-won pinnace, safely moored in the
harbor, and recollected that there was nothinglious to the wreck for the next few days.

My attention was by no means monopolized by my sam$ their amusements. The good
mother had much to show me demanding my approdaic@, or assistance, as the case might
be.

A good supply of wild pigeons and ortolans had bseared, partly cooked, and preserved in
lard. Of these she showed me her small cask vileldifi

Then the nests of various pairs of tame pigeons veahibited, but her chief care was the
unpromising condition of her dear little fruit teedor, having been forgotten, they were so dry
and withered, that unless planted without furthedag, she feared we should lose them.

This needful work we set about, therefore, at ompeeposing afterward an excursion to the
Calabash Wood, in order to manufacture a largelgugpressels and utensils of all sorts and
sizes.

Everyone was inclined for this expedition; consetlyethe planting of the orchard was carried
on with surprising vigor, but was not completedilutdward evening; and then all sorts of
arrangements were made for an early start next Oag.mother and Franz were to be of the
party, and their equipment took some time, for weant to make a grand family excursion,
attended by our domestic pets and servants!
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By sunrise we were all astir, and everything quickiade ready for a start.

The sledge, loaded with ammunition and baskets@figions, and drawn by the donkey, was
to be used for carrying home our gourd manufacflagsvell as any other prize we might fall
in with.

Turk, as usual, headed the procession, clad iodasof mail.

Then came the boys with their guns and game bdgsr mother and | followed, and behind
trotted Juno, not in very good spirits, poor dogtdéuse Master Knips, who had no idea of
being left alone, must needs ride on her back.

On this occasion | took two guns with me, one labdéh shot for game, another with ball for
our defense against beasts of prey.

Flamingo Marsh was quickly crossed, and the maggniti country beyond lay extended in all
its beauty and fertility before our eyes. It wasvrie my wife and two of the boys, and the
lovely prospect enchanted them.

Here Fritz and Jack turned aside into the bushyevpeesently loud barking was followed by
the quick report of a gun, and a large bird, whiell risen from the thicket, fell heavily to the
ground before us. Far from resigning itself, howet@ death or captivity, it sprung to its feet,
and, unable to fly, rushed away with extraordingpged hotly pursued by the excited dog,
while Fritz ran, panting, in the same directiond dano, eager to join the chase, sprang aside so
suddenly that her rider was flung unceremoniousiythee sand, as she darted to intercept the
retreat of the active bird. This she cleverly acpbshed, but its defense was maintained so
fiercely, as it struck out with its powerful legadasharp claws, that neither Fritz nor the dogs
could master it.

| hastened to their assistance, and found Junangplth nobly by the wing she had seized,
while the bird, which proved to be a magnificentstamd, struggled and fought fiercely.
Watching my opportunity, | threw a large handkee€lover it, and with difficulty succeeded in
binding its legs and wings. It was borne in triuntphthe rest of our party, who meantime had
been reclining on the sand.

"What have you got?" "What has Fritz shot?" cried boys, starting up at our approach. "A
bustard oh, that is splendid!"

"To be sure, it is the one we missed that day,tdani remember, mother? Ah, ha! old fellow,
you are done for this time!" said Jack.

"I think this is a hen bustard; it is the mothendli said Ernest.

"Ah, yes, poor thing!" exclaimed my wife, in a toaeconcern; "it is most likely the same, and
| know she had a brood of young birds, and now thilybe left unprotected and miserable.
Had we not better let her go?"

"Why, my dear, kind-hearted wife, that was weekd ameks ago! Those little birds are all
strong and big by this time, and | dare say MrsstBud here has forgotten all about them.
Besides, she is badly wounded, and we must tryte the hurt. If we succeed, she will be a
valuable addition to our poultry yard; if we canngiu shall roast her for dinner."

Resuming our march, we next arrived at the Monkeyw€&, which was the scene of the tragi-
comic adventure by which Fritz became the guardfahe orphan ape.

While he amused us all by a lively and graphic dpson of the scene, Ernest was standing
apart under a splendid cocoanut palm, gazing iedfiadmiration at the grand height of the
stem, and its beautiful, graceful crown of leavBEse cluster of nuts beneath these evidently
added interest to the spectacle, for, drawing turetar him, | heard a long-drawn sigh, and
the words:
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"It's awfully high! | wish one would fall down!"

Scarcely had he uttered these words, than, asnfdgic, down plumped a huge nut at his feet.

The boy was quite startled, and sprang aside, mgokimidly upward, when, to my surprise,
down came another.

"Why, this is just like the fairy tale of the wistg-cap!" cried Ernest. "My wish is granted as
soon as formed!"

"l suspect the fairy in this instance is more anogito pelt us and drive us away than to bestow
dainty gifts upon us," said I. "I think there is stdikely a cross-grained old ape sitting up
among those shadowy leaves and branches."

We examined the nuts, thinking they were perhafdsooks, and had fallen, in consequence,
naturally, but they were not even quite ripe.

Anxious to discover what was in the tree, we att@unded it, gaping and gazing upward with
curious eyes.

"Hullo! I see him!" shouted Fritz presently. "Ohh@eous creature! what can it be? flat, round,
as big as a plate, and with a pair of horrid claMste he comes! He is going to creep down the
tree!"

At this, little Franz slipped behind his motherngst took a glance round to mark a place of
retreat, Jack raised the butt-end of his gun, amyeeye was fixed on the trunk of the tree,
down which a large land-crab commenced a leisutelcent. As it approached within reach,
Jack hit at it boldly, when it suddenly dropped teenaining distance, and opening its great
claws, sidled after him with considerable rapiditpon which he fairly turned tail and ran. We
all burst into a roar of laughter, which soon méiia face about, and then, to our infinite
amusement, the little fellow prepared for a fresbet; laying down all he was carrying, pulling
off his jacket and spreading it wide out in botmtts, he returned to the charge, suddenly threw
his garment over the creature, wrapped it well doithand then pummeled it with all the
strength of his fists.

For a few minutes | could do nothing but laugh, thén running to him with my hatchet, |
struck several sharp blows on his bundle, whiclopened carefully, and found within the land
-crab perfectly dead.

"Well, this is an ugly rascal!" cried Jack; "if liadn't been so hideous, | should not have dealt
so severely with him. | wasn't a bit afraid. Wteathe creature's name?"

"This is a crab, a land-crab,” said I, "of whicleté are many varieties, and this, | think, is
called a cocoanut crab, or at least it deservesidinee, for it is evidently very fond of eating
these nuts, since it takes the trouble to climbttbes for them; the difficulty of getting at the
kernel, too, is considerable. You showed no Iptlesence of mind, Jack, when you thought of
catching it in your jacket; in fact, it might hatseen more than a match for you otherwise, for
some are most determined fighters, and are verft,9a0. Now let us take it, as well as the
nuts, to the sledge, and go on our way."

Progress became difficult, for we were constantpged in passing through the wood, by
having to cut away the hanging boughs and cregplengts which interlaced them. Ernest was
behind, and by-and-by called me back to see whategr to be an important discovery; from
the several stalks of one of these creepers flosiest cold water, and | recognized the "liane
rouge," which is known in America, and is so presido the thirsty hunter or traveler. This is
truly one of God's good gifts to man!

The boys were much delighted with this curious pl&@nly fancy, mother,” said Ernest, as he
showed it to her, "how cheering and refreshingnd this if one were lost and alone in a vast
forest, wandering for days and days without beiegrra natural spring of water."
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"But are you certain it is safe to drink this?" edlshe.

| assured her it was so, and advised the boysttermmugh to quench the thirst of the whole
party, including our animals. This they did, onigding it necessary, as with the sugar-canes,
to cut air holes above the joints.

After struggling onward for a short time, we ema&rdgeom the thickets into open ground, and

saw the calabash trees in the distance. As we deaw their curious appearance and singular
fruit caused much surprise and also amusementyéowere speedily established among the
trees, where, as | chose and cut down the gourds likely to be useful, everyone engaged

merrily in the work of cutting, carving, sawing,caacooping some manner of dish, bowl, cup,

jar, or platter, according to his several tastalwlity.

We were to dine here, and after a time Fritz aru fbeegan to prepare a fireplace, their great
ambition being to heat the stones red hot, and teelcrab in a hollow gourd. Their mother,
therefore, left them to their own devices, andratésl to the hungry animals, unharnessing the
ass to graze, and giving cocoanut milk to the pittte monkey, who had been obliged to travel
in a covered basket for some time, lest he shoeltbst in the woods. The wounded bustard
had been completely forgotten, and from heat amdttivas suffering greatly until her friendly
care revived it, and it was tied to a tree andvadld to move about, its fierce spirit greatly
tamed by adversity.

The cooking operations came to a stand soon ditefire was lighted, for it appeared that we
had no more water in the jars we had brought, sdtys proposed to go in search of a spring.
| agreed to accompany them; Ernest also wishedlinaus, and as our intention was to examine
merely the surrounding wood, | saw no objectiohetving their mother and Franz for a short
time.

Very soon after our exploration began, Ernest, wias in front, turned with a face of terror,
shouting, "A wild boar! an immense wild boar, fathBo come quick!" And sure enough, |
heard a loud snorting and puffing as some largenahnipassed hastily through the thick
underwood beyond us. "After him, lads, after himtied |, hurrying forward. "Call the dogs!
stand ready to fire!" And we pressed through thehks to the spot where Ernest had seen the
creature. The ground was grubbed up, and someogstday about, showing that we had
disturbed him at his mid-day meal. Ernest and Jemile more disposed to gather the roots than
to follow up the chase. Fritz and | alone wentrate dogs, who eagerly pushed on, and by the
sounds we heard had evidently attacked the baay gteat distance. Terrific barking, snarling,
and grunting guided us to the scene of action,vemtbeheld our mastiffs one on each side of a
large respectable-looking pig, holding on by theagrears, while the animal, on seeing us,
appeared rather to beseech our interference thamopmse to offer a desperate resistance.

In a moment the truth became apparent! The captiweter was no fierce native of the forest,
but our own run-away sow! Our excitement had be@und to so high a pitch that the

discovery was quite a shock, and we felt half angti the creature who had disappointed us;
then the absurdity of the whole thing made us lauggrtily, and calling off the dogs, the old

lady was released from her ignominious positionr Aughter resounding through the wood
brought Ernest and Jack from their potatoes, tondeg was going on.

"Much use you two would have been suppose we hqdireel help,” cried Fritz, as they
recognized their old friend.

"Ah, well, you see," returned Jack, "Ernest andd la sort of a kind of presentiment that this
was going to be the old sow. And just look at one fpotatoes!”

A good deal of joking on the subject ensued, bus waerrupted by Ernest, who drew our
attention to fruit resembling apples on the surthng bushes, and on the grass beneath them.

The sow was making amends for the fright and p&@ kad endured by munching and
crunching this fruit at a great rate. Fritz featbdt it might be the poisonous manchineel,
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against which | once warned them, but on examimingwas induced to pronounce a more
favorable opinion, and we collected a quantity apés that, if the monkey approved of it as
well as the old sow, we might be able to enjoyasf®urselves.

All this time not a drop of water had we seen, and own thirst increasing, we felt eager to
procure some before returning to our resting place.

Jack preceded us, and we made our way toward arbayy which rose above the thickets,
when he suddenly startled us by a loud cry of "écodile! father! father! A crocodile!"

"Nonsense, boy! A crocodile, of all things, in thisy, parched forest, where we can't get so
much as a mouthful of water!"

On advancing to where Jack stood, | perceivedhizamistake was not so very silly after all,
for | beheld an iguana, one of the largest of thardl species, and truly a formidable-looking
fellow. | was glad to assure Jack that the stramgature he had found was perfectly harmless,
and that its flesh being esteemed a delicacy, itldvbe a valuable prize to carry back with us.

In another moment Fritz would have fired, but arngshis hand, "Your shot," | said, "would
probably only wound the animal, and being extrentelyacious of life, it would certainly
escape; we must gain possession of the sleepingybleaa gentler method."”

"You are not going to kiss it, are you, fatherXeakJack, with a grin.

| tried to rebuke him for his impertinence, builife, | commenced operations. | first attached
a cord and running-noose to a stout stick, andihgld light switch in my other hand, | began
to approach the creature with soft, slow steps,lenthe boys looked on with the utmost
curiosity.

Presently | began very softly to whistle a sweet,wery lively air, which | continued more and
more distinctly as | drew near the lizard; untilyaking, it seemed to listen with pleasure—
raising its head as though better to catch thedsywor to discover whence they came.

When near enough, | began gently to stroke antktiwkn with the wand, continuing to whistle
the prettiest tunes | could think of; and the likayave signs of pleasurable contentment,
stretching his limbs and moving his tail in tokdreajoyment.

Suddenly, availing myself of a movement of his hdachst the noose over it, drew the cord
tight, and placing my foot on the body, | was aboukill it by piercing the nostri—almost the
only vulnerable part in this singular reptile—whi#ack received such a slap from its tail, which
was furiously driving in all directions, as sentnhiolling over like a ninepin. At the same time
he opened his jaws, when the boys took fright atrdw of sharp teeth, and thinking that the
sooner he was dead the better, were for batterimgwith sticks; but | assuring them my
method would kill him more quickly and without pathrust my rod into his nostril, on which
the blood flowed and the lizard soon expired.

The boys seemed to think me as wonderful a pers@smake charmer, and the success of my
stratagem, as well as of the means by which tlaedizvas slain, called forth great admiration,
since they had never heard of the animal, nor efrttethod of capturing it so commonly
practiced in the West Indies.

Now came the question of how we were to carry timwieldy burden. | had a great dislike to
killing any creature and leaving it useless behimel so, without more ado, | fairly took it on
my back and marched off with it.

As we came toward the Calabash Wood, we could tieavoices of the deserted mother and
child calling us in anxious tones; for indeed owstpacted absence alarmed them. We shouted
joyously in reply, and our appearance, as we is$tged the woods, afforded them welcome
relief from their fears, although the dreadful ¢oe@ on my back startled them not a little.
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There was so much to tell, so much to be seenfdhattime hunger and thirst were forgotten;
and no one thought even of the water we had vaolye in search of, until Master Knips,

having slyly possessed himself of some of our newsfl apples, was discovered munching
away and enjoying them amazingly—which instantlyeyéhe boys a strong wish to eat some
also; and as the bustard likewise pecked at thahowut hesitation, | felt sure there could be no
danger; and on tasting them, | concluded it wasfihi¢ of the guava, a West Indian plant,

which we were delighted to have.

Although refreshing, this fruit rather sharpenednttappeased our appetites, and we were glad
to eat the provisions we had brought from homehaut waiting to cook anything, as we had
originally intended.

It was, in fact, high time to move homeward, andthaught it best not to encumber ourselves
with the sledge and the greater part of its load,tb leave it until the next day. The ass was
laden with the iguana and the bustard; and littenE, tired as he was, looked in vain for a
spare seat on its back.

Our road home lay through a majestic forest of toads, beneath which lay numberless acorns,
some of which we gathered as we went along; andnaith, before night closed in, we all
reached Falconhurst in safety.

When supper was ready, we were thankful to recuitexhausted strength by eating heartily
of a piece of broiled iguana, with potatoes andstcacorns, which tasted like excellent
chestnuts.

CHAPTER VII

AT FALCONHURST AGAIN—BAGGING A BUFFALO

The first thing to be done on the following day waseturn to the Calabash Wood, to fetch the
sledge with the dishes, bowls, and baskets we leaem

Fritz alone accompanied me. | desired the othes boyemain with their mother, intending to
explore beyond the chain of rocky hills, and thivika large party undesirable on the occasion.

Passing through the wood of evergreen oaks, wenadx$eour sow feasting on the acorns,
evidently not a whit the worse for the fright wedhgiven her the previous day—in fact, she
appeared more friendly disposed toward us thanlusossibly considering us as her deliverers
from the jaws of the savage dogs.

Many birds tenanted this grove, and were undistlitihye our movements, until Fritz fired and
shot a beautiful blue-jay and a couple of parrogjuete a brilliant scarlet, the other green and
gold.

Fritz was in the act of reloading his gun, wheruaaccountable noise struck our ears, and put
us instantly on the alert, because it appearedtiikedull thumping sound of a muffled drum,
and reminded us of the possible presence of savages

With the greatest caution we drew nearer the soondgealing ourselves among the low
bushes and thick grass and creepers, until we edaah open glade; where, standing on an old
prostrate log, was a beautiful bird, about the siz@ cock, of a rich chestnut brown color,
finely mottled with dark brown and gray. On the sliers were curious tufts of velvet black
feathers, glossed with green. He was ruffling hiags, erecting his tail and neck feathers,
strutting and wheeling about in a most strangestatly fashion. After maneuvering for some
time in this manner, greatly to the edificationaoparty of birds resembling him, but without
any ruff, who, assembled round the stump, wereyamgohis performances, he spread out his
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tail like a fan, stiffened his wings, and begarstitke with them in short, rapid beats, faster and
faster, until a rumbling sound like very distanaitder was produced, and the whirring wings
enveloped him as in a cloud. This was the drummivige which had alarmed us, increased, as
| imagine, by the wing strokes falling at timestbie decayed and hollow stump on which the
curious pantomime was acted.

| was watching it with the utmost interest, wheshamt from behind me was fired, and in a
moment the play was at an end; my over-hasty sdnchanged the pretty comedy into a sad
and needless tragedy. The enthusiastic drummedégltl from his perch, and the crowd of
admiring companions fled in dismay.

The cruel interruption of a scene so rare and rkalde annoyed me extremely, and | blamed
Fritz for firing without my leave. | felt sure thaird was the ruffed grouse, and a very fine
specimen. We placed it on the ass, which was ghtiawaiting our return, and went on our
way.

The sledge was quite safe where we had left kyas early in the day, and | resolved to
explore, as | had intended, the line of cliff andky hills, which, at more or less distance from
the seashore, extended the whole length of coastrkior visible to us.

| desired to discover an opening, if any existeg,which to penetrate the interior of the
country, or to ascertain positively that we werdledhin and isolated on this portion of the
coast.

Leaving Calabash Wood behind us, we advanced awemngd covered with manioc, potatoes,
and many plants unknown to us; pleasant streamatsred the fruitful soil, and the view on
all sides was open and agreeable.

Some bushes attracted my notice, loaded with swiate berries, of peculiar appearance like
wax, and very sticky when plucked. | recognizedhis a plant called by botanists Myrica
cerifera, and with much pleasure explained to Rh##, by melting and straining these berries,
we might easily succeed in making candles, andéféery great satisfaction to the mother,
who did not at all approve of having to lay her kvaside and retire to rest the moment the sun
set. The greenish wax to be obtained would be rbatéde than beeswax, but it would burn
very fairly, and diffuse an agreeable perfume. Hgvihe ass with us, we lost no time in
gathering berries enough to fill one of the largevas bags he carried, and we then continued
our route.

Very soon we met with another natural curiosity turious appearance of which surprised us
much. This was the abode, under one roof, of aevbolony of birds, about the size of yellow
hammers, but of plain brown plumage. The nests \berk in a mass round the stem and
among the branches of a tree standing alone, amadaof roof formed of grass, straws, and
fibers covered them all, and sheltered the commudmim rain and the heat of the sun. There
were numbers of openings into the irregular sidésghe group of dwellings, the nests
resembling different apartments in a house commaallt twigs and small branches emerged
here and there from the walls, and served as pefon¢he young birds, and resting-places and
posts of observation for all. The general appeaafiche establishment reminded us of a huge
bath-sponge. The feathered inhabitants swarmeddnoat by thousands, and we saw among
them many beautiful little parrots, who seemed sngninstances to contest possession of the
nest of the lawful owners.

Fritz, being an expert climber and exceedingly angito examine the nests more closely,
ascended the tree, hoping to obtain one or two gdurds, if any were hatched. He put his
hands into several holes, which were empty; bldasithis intended theft and robbery met with
repulse and chastisement he little expected; é&aghing far back into the nest, his finger was
seized and sharply bitten by a very strong beakhabwith a cry he withdrew his hand, and
shook it vigorously to lessen the pain. Recoverirgn the surprise, he again and more
resolutely seized the unkind bird, and, despitslitseks and screams, drew it from its retreat,
crammed it into his pocket, buttoned up his coat slid quickly to the ground, pursued by

9/4/201:



Page7C of 19¢

numbers of the captive's relations, who darted ftbenother holes and flew round the robber,
screeching and pecking at him in a rage.

Fritz's prize was not one of the real owners of lests, which were those of the sociable
grosbeak, but a very pretty small green parrof) witich he was greatly pleased, and which he
at once determined to tame and teach to speakhéopresent it was carefully remanded to
prison in his pocket.

This curious colony of birds afforded us matter donversation as we went on our way; their
cheerful, sociable habits, and the instinct whicbnmpted them to unite in labor for the
common good, appearing most wonderful to us.

"Examples of the kind, however," said |, "are nuowey;, in various classes of animals. Beavers,
for instance, build and live together in a very agkable way. Among insects, bees, wasps, and
ants are well known as social architects; in likenmer, the coral insect works wonders beneath
the ocean waves, by force of perseverance andduefitert.”

"l have often watched ants at work," said Fritzjt'most amusing to see how they carry on the
various works and duties of their commonwealth."

"Have you ever noticed how much trouble they takh the eggs?"” inquired I, to see how far
he understood the process; "carrying them abouhénwarmth of the sun until they are
hatched?"

"Ah! that is rather the chrysalis of the antworm,larva, which is produced from an egg. |
know they are called ants' eggs, but, strictly kpeg that is incorrect.”

"You are perfectly right, my boy. Well, if you hateken so much interest in watching the little
ants of your native country, how delighted and mistted you would be to see the wonders
performed by the vast tribes of large ants in fprdands.

"Some of these build heaps or nests, four or ®xliegh and proportionately broad, which are
so strong and firm that they defy equally sunstand rain. They are, within, divided into

regular streets, galleries, vaults, and nursef®es firmly are these mounds built, that with
interior alterations, a deserted one might be @ised baking oven.

"The ant, although respected since the days of KSiolgmon as a model of industry, is not in
itself an attractive insect.

"It exudes a sticky moisture, its smell is unpledsand it destroys and devours whatever
eatable comes in its way. Although, in our own douit does little harm, the large ants of
foreign lands are most destructive and troublesoinéging very difficult to check their
depredations. Fortunately they have enemies by evhgertions their numbers are kept down;
birds, other insects, and even four-footed beastg ppon them. Chief among the latter is the
ant-bear, or tamanoir, of South America, a larggatmre six or seven feet in length, covered
with long coarse hair, drooping like a heavy pluoner the hind quarters. The head is
wonderfully elongated and very narrow; it is desét of teeth, and the tongue resembles
somewhat a great red earth-worm. It has immendedyng curved claws, with which it tears
and breaks down and scratches to pieces the hdisl afahe ant-heaps; then, protruding its
sticky tongue it coils and twists it about among terrified millions disturbed by its attack;
they adhere to this horrible invader, and are dramesistibly backward into the hungry,
toothless jaws awaiting them.

"The little ant-eater is not more than about twemty inches in length, has a shorter and more
natural looking head, and fine silky fur. It usydiles in trees."

| was pleased to find my memory served me so welthis subject, as it interested my boy
amazingly; and occupied us for a considerable tirn#e we traveled onward.
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Arriving presently at a grove of tall trees, witkry strong, broad, thick leaves, we paused to
examine them; they bore a round, fig-like fruit] faf little seeds and of a sour, harsh taste.

Fritz saw some gummy resin exuding from crackshi bark, and it reminded him of the
boyish delight afforded by collecting gum from dlyetrees at home, so that he must needs
stop to scrape off as much as he could. He rejomegbresently, attempting to soften what he
had collected in his hands; but finding it wouldt meork like gum, he was about to fling it
away, when he suddenly found that he could strigtteind that it sprang back to its original
size.

"Oh, father, only look! this gum is quite elasti¢an it possibly be india-rubber?"

"What!" cried I; "let me see it! a valuable discoy¢hat would be, indeed; and | do believe you
are perfectly right!"

"Why would it be so very valuable, father?" inquairéritz. "I have only seen it used for
rubbing out pencil marks."

"India-rubber," | replied, "or, more properly, cachouc, is a milky, resinous juice which flows
from certain trees in considerable quantities withenstem is purposely tapped. These trees are
indigenous to the South American countries of Br&uiana, and Cayenne. The natives, who
first obtained it, used to form bottles by smeargagthen flasks with repeated coatings of the
gum when just fresh from the trees, and when hadlemd sufficiently thick, they broke the
mold, shook out the fragments, and hung the boitlebke smoke, when they became firmer
and of a dark color. While moist, the savages werthe habit of drawing rude figures and
lines on the resin by way of ornament; these mads may have observed, for the bottles
obtained from the natives by the Spaniards anduBoese have for years been brought to
Europe and cut into portions to be sold for usenawing. Caoutchouc can be put to many
uses, and | am delighted to have it here, as wik, shepe, be able to make it into different
forms; first and foremost, | shall try to manufaetibboots and shoes."

Soon after making this discovery, we reached tlewa@out wood, and saw the bay extending
before us, and the great promontory we called @apappointment, which hitherto had always
bounded our excursions.

In passing through the wood, | remarked a smalket sf palm, which, among its grand
companions, | had not previously noticed. One eséhhad been broken by the wind, and | saw
that the pith had a peculiar mealy appearance,l daf convinced that this was the world-
renowned sago-palm.

In the pith | saw some fat worms or maggots, artttisaly recollected that | had heard of them
before as feeding on the sago, and that in the Wedss they are eaten as a delicacy.

| felt inclined to try what they tasted like; so@ice kindling a fire, and placing some half-
dozen, sprinkled with salt, on a little wooden sp#et them to roast.

Very soon rich fat began to drop from them, andytbenelt so temptingly good that all
repugnance to the idea of eating worms vanished, putting one like a pat of butter on a
baked potato, | boldly swallowed it and liked it smch that several others followed in the
same way. Fritz also summoned courage to partakbi®fovel food, which was a savory
addition to our dinner of baked potatoes.

Being once more ready to start, we found so dertb&cket in the direct route that we turned
aside without attempting to penetrate it, and magleway toward the sugar brake near Cape
Disappointment. This we could not pass withoutingta handsome bundle of sugar-canes, and
the donkey carried that, in addition to the bagvak berries.

In time we reached the sledge in Calabash Woodas$kewvas unloaded, everything placed on
the sledge, and our patient beast began calmlyreadily to drag the burden he had hitherto
borne on his back.
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No further adventure befell us, and we arrived he evening at Falconhurst, where our
welcome was as warm as usual—all we had to tédirexd to with the greatest interest, all we
had to show most eagerly examined, the pretty gmsmoquet enchanting the boys most
particularly.

An excellent supper was ready for us, and with khdrhearts we enjoyed it together; then,
ascending to our treecastle, and drawing up thdeladfter us, we betook ourselves to the
repose well earned and greatly needed after thgufag day.

The idea of candle-making seemed to have takefati®y of all the boys; and next morning
they woke, one after the other, with the word carait their lips. When they were thoroughly
roused they continued to talk candles; all breakfase, candles were the subject of
conversation; and after breakfast they would héarothing else but setting to work at once
and making candles.

"So be it," said I; "let us become chandlers."

| spoke confidently, but to tell the truth, | had my own mind certain misgivings as to the
result of our experiment. In the first place, | wnthat we lacked a very important ingredient—
animal fat, which is necessary to make candles lorrrany length of time with brilliancy.
Besides this, | rather doubted how far my memoryuldorecall the various operations
necessary in the manufacture. Of all this, howeleaid nothing; and the boys, under my
direction, were soon at work. We first picked dfietberries and threw them into a large
shallow iron vessel placed on the fire. The gregreet-scented wax was rapidly melted, rising
to the surface of the juice yielded by the berridss we skimmed off and placed in a separate
pot by the fire, ready for use; repeating the ojp@maseveral times, until we had collected
sufficient liquid wax for our purpose. | then totile wicks my wife had prepared, and dipped
them one after the other into the wax, handing taerhdid so to Fritz, who hung them up on a
bush to dry. The coating they thus obtained wasvaot thick; but by repeating the operation
several times, they at length assumed very faipgnteons, and became real sturdy candles.
Our wax being at an end, we hung these in a chalys place to harden; and that same night
we sat up like civilized beings three whole houterasunset, and Falconhurst was for the first
time brilliantly illuminated.

We were all delighted with the success of our eixpent.

"You are indeed clever,” said my wife; "l only wisiiat with your ingenuity you would show

me how to make butter. Day after day | have theogance of seeing a large supply of good
cream go bad under my very eyes, simply becauseé ho use to which to put it. Invent a
plan, please do."

"l think that perhaps | can help you," | repliefieaa little consideration; "not that | can claim
the honor of the invention of my plan; that is doehe Hottentots. | will see what | can do.
Jack, bring me one of our gourd bottles."

| took the gourd, one of those | had previouslypgred, with a small hole at one end and well
hollowed out and cleaned; this | partially filledttvcream and then corked up the hole tightly.

"Here, boys," said I, "you can continue the operatwhile | turn carpenter and make a cart to
take the place of our sledge."”

| gave them their directions, and then set aboutomm work. They fixed four posts in the
ground, and to them fastened a square piece alathilby four cords attached to the corners.
In this cradle they placed the gourd of cream, each taking a side rolled it backward and
forward continuously for half an hour.

"Now," | cried, looking up from my work, "open thgourd and take the contents to your
mother with my compliments."
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They did so; and my good wife's eyes were delightgld the sight of a large lump of capital
fresh butter.

With my son's assistance the cart was in time cetae@| a clumsy vehicle it was, but strong
enough for any purpose to which we might put itl,aas it proved, of immense use to us in
collecting the harvest.

We then turned our attention to our fruit-trees,ichhwe had planted in a plot ready for
transplanting. The walnut, cherry, and chestn@stnge arranged in parallel rows, so as to form
a shady avenue from Falconhurst to Family-bridge; lzetween them we laid down a tolerable
road, that we might have no difficulty in reachihgntholm, be the weather bad as it might. We
planted the vines round the arched roots of ouatgneangrove, and the rest of the trees in
suitable spots; some near Falconhurst, and otleag aver Jackal River, to adorn Tentholm.
Tentholm had been the subject of serious thoughtse for some time past, and | now turned
all my attention thither. It was not my ambition ake it beautiful, but to form of it a safe
place of refuge in a case of emergency. My firsectherefore, was to plant a thick, prickly
hedge capable of protecting us from any wild anjraad forming a tolerable obstacle to the
attack of even savages, should they appear. Nisfisdtwith this, however, we fortified the
bridge, and on a couple of hillocks mounted twosgywhich we brought from the wreck, and
with whose angry mouths we might bark defiancengtenemy, man or beast.

Six weeks slipped away while we were thus busilgupged, six weeks of hard, yet pleasant
labor. We greeted each Sunday and its accompamggtgmost gratefully, and on that day
always, especially thanked God for our continuedltheand safety. | soon saw that this hard
work was developing in the boys remarkable strengtid this | encouraged by making them
practice running, leaping, climbing, and swimmihgjlso saw, however, that it was having a
less satisfactory effect upon their clothes, whitlough a short time before remarkably neat,
were now, in spite of the busy mother's mending @atdhing, most untidy and disreputable. |
determined, therefore, to pay another visit towheck, to replenish our wardrobe and to see
how much longer the vessel was likely to hold tbhgetThree of the boys and | went off in the
pinnace. The old ship seemed in much the same tommas when we had left her; a few more
planks had gone, but that was all.

"Come, boys," cried I, "not an article of the shigst value must be left on board; rummage her
out to the very bottom of her hold."

They took me at my word; sailors' chests, baledlath and linen, a couple of small guns, ball
and shot, tables, benches, window shutters, bottdacks, barrels of pitch, all were soon in a
heap on the deck. We loaded the pinnace and weshare. We soon returned with our tub-
boat in tow, and after a few more trips nothing \edison board.

"One more trip," said | to my wife, before we staktagain, "and there will be the end of the
brave ship which carried us from Switzerland. | éndeft two barrels of gunpowder on board
and mean to blow her up."

Before we lighted the fusee, | discovered a lagper caldron which | thought | might save. |
made fast to it a couple of empty casks, that wthership went up it might float. The barrels
were laced, the train lighted, and we returnedrmres

The supper was laid outside the tent, at a spaot fihence we might obtain a good view of the
wreck. Darkness came on. Suddenly a vivid pillafirgf rose from the black waters, a sullen
roar boomed across the sea, and we knew that adra@d ship was no more.

We had planned the destruction of the vessel; veavkiiat it was for the best; and yet that
night we went to bed with a feeling of sadnessun leearts, as though we had lost a dear old
friend.

Next morning all our sadness was dispelled, angag with pleasure that we saw the shore
lined with a rich store of planks and beams, therants of the wreck. | soon found, too, the
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copper caldron which was successfully floated ey dhsks; this | got on shore, and hauling it
up among the rocks, stored under it the powderscagkhad landed the day before. Collecting
all these valuables gave us some little troublel wahile we were thus engaged my wife
brought us good news. She had discovered that twksdand a goose had each reared a large
family among the reeds by the river; and they prégappeared waddling past us, apparently
vastly well pleased with their performance. We tgdeéhem joyfully.

"Hurrah!" cried Ernest, "we'll be able to affordatuand green peas some day soon, and
imagine we're once more civilized mortals."

The sight of these birds reminded me of our fanatyFalconhurst, and | announced my
intention of paying them a visit.

Everyone was delighted and everyone would come mih As we approached Falconhurst |
noticed that several young trees in our avenue wensiderably bent by the wind, and this

resolved me to make an expedition next day to antlimos for their support. As Fritz was the
only one besides myself who had visited Cape Disapment and the surrounding country,

my wife and the younger boys begged hard to bavelioto accompany me. | consented; and
next morning we started, bringing with us the cdrgwn by the cow and ass, and laden with
everything necessary for an expedition of seveaglsd-a tent, provisions, a large supply of
ammunition, and all sorts of implements and utenédr | intended to make a great collection
of fruits and the produce of different trees. Itswaalovely morning, and passing gayly through
the plantations of potatoes, manioc, and cassavascame to the nests of the sociable
grosbeak, the sight of which charmed the childneménsely.

We reached the wax trees, and there | called afbalt wished to gather a sack or two of the
berries that we might renew our stock of candldge Berries were soon plucked; and | stored
them away among the bushes, marking the spot thabight find them on our return.

"Now for the caoutchouc tree," said I; "now for thaterproof boots and leggings to keep your
feet dry, Ernest.” To the caoutchouc tree we daecur steps, and were soon busily engaged
in stabbing the bark and placing vessels beneattatich the sap. We again moved forward,;
and, crossing the palm wood, entered upon a déligptain bounded on one side by an
extensive field of waving sugar-cane, on the othen thicket of bamboos and lovely palms,
while in front stretched the shining sea, calm aogeless.

"How beautiful! exclaimed Jack, "let us pitch amnt here and stay here always instead of
living at Falconhurst. It would be jolly."

"Very likely," replied I, "and so would be the atks of wild beasts; imagine a great tiger lying
in wait in the thicket yonder, and pouncing outusnat night. No, no, thank you, | much prefer
our nest in the tree, or our impregnable positionTantholm. We must make this our
headquarters for the present, however; for, thqaeghaps dangerous, it is the most convenient
spot we shall find. Call a halt and pitch the téent.

Our beasts were quickly unyoked, the tent arrangeldrge fire lit, supper started, and we

dispersed in various directions, some to cut barspaond some to collect sugar-cane. We then
returned; and, as supper was still not ready aadtys were hungry, they decided to obtain
some cocoanuts. This time, however, no assistaasgabe had from either monkeys or land-

crabs, and they gazed up with longing eyes atrthiedbove them.

"We can climb," said Fritz, "up with you, boys."

Jack and he each rushed at one of the smootheslippunks; right vigorously they struggled
upward, but to no purpose; before they had accaimpti one-quarter of the distance they
found themselves slipping rapidly to the ground.

"Here, you young athletes," cried I, "I foresawsthiifficulty, and have provided for it." So
saying | held up buskins of shark's skin which & heviously prepared, and which | now
bound on to their legs. Thus equipped they agaemgited the ascent, and with a loop of rope
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passed round their body and the trunk of the tyaekly reached the summit. My wife joined
me, and together we watched the boys as they asddrek after tree, throwing down the best
fruit from each.

They then returned and jestingly begged Ernestddyze the result of his labor. The professor
had been lying on the grass gazing at the palntsobuhis sarcastic remark, he sprang to his
feet. "Willingly," he exclaimed, and seizing a pairbuskins he quickly donned them. "Give
me a cocoanut shell," said he. | gave him one,hengut it in his pocket. He ran to a tree, and,
with an agility which surprised us all, quickly okeed the top. No sooner had he done so than
Fritz and Jack burst into a roar of laughter. Hd saarmed a tree which bore no nuts. Ernest
apparently heard them; for, as it seemed in affarger, he drew his knife and severed the
leafy crest, which fell to the ground. | glancedaigim, surprised at such a display of temper.
But a bright smile greeted me, and in a merry tomshouted:

"Jack, pick that palm-cabbage up and take it toefiatthat is only half my contribution, and it is
worth all your nuts put together."

He spoke truly; the cabbage-palm is rare, andufieof leaves at its summit is greatly prized
by the South Americans for its great delicacy aigghlly nutritive qualities.

"Bravo!" | cried, "you have retrieved your characteome down and receive the thanks of the
company. What are you waiting up there for?"

"l am coming presently,” he replied, "with the seddalf of my contribution; | hope it will be
as fully appreciated as the first."

In a short time he slipped down the tree, and, acing to his mother, presented her with the
nut-shell he had taken up with him.

"Here," he said, "is a wine which the greatest casseur would prize. Taste it, mother."

The shell was filled with a clear, rosy liquor, ditt, and sparkling. My wife tasted it.
"Excellent, excellent,” she exclaimed. "Your venogd health, my dear boy!"

We drank the rosy wine in turn, and Ernest recehlealty thanks from all.

It was getting late, and while we were enjoying supper before our tent, our donkey, who
had been quietly browsing near us, suddenly set lopd bray, and, without the least apparent
cause, pricked up his ears, threw up his heelsgahdped off into the thicket of bamboos. We
followed for a short distance, and | sent the dagshase, but they returned without our friend,
and, as it was late, we were obliged to abandoclibse.

| was annoyed by this incident, and even alarmednét only had we lost the ass, but | knew
not what had occasioned his sudden flight. | knetwvhether he was aware, by instinct, of the
approach of some fierce wild beast. | said nothahdhis to my family, but, making up an
unusually large fire, | bade them sleep with tlaems by their sides, and we all lay down.

A bright morning awoke us early, and | rose andkémbout, thinking that perhaps our poor
donkey might have been attracted by the light efftres, and have returned. Alas! not a sign
of him was to be seen. As we could not afford &®leo valuable a beast, | determined to leave
no attempt untried to regain him. We hurriedly lifaated, and, as | required the dogs to assist
me in the search, | left my elder sons to proteeirtmother, and bade Jack get ready for a day's
march. This arrangement delighted him, and we dyis&t out.

For an hour or more we trudged onward, directethbyprint of the ass's hoofs. Sometimes we
lost the track for a while, and then again discedeit as we reached softer soil. Finally this

guide failed us altogether, for the donkey seemdaiatve joined in with a herd of some larger

animals, with whose hoof-prints his had mingledow almost turned back in despair, but Jack
urged me to continue the search; "For," said Heyé&ionce get upon a hill we shall see such a
large herd, as this must be, at almost any distddadet us go on, father.”
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| consented, and we again pushed forward, througghds, and over torrents, sometimes
cutting our way with an ax, and sometimes plundginge-deep through a swamp. We at length
reached the border of a wide plain, and on it,hie distance, | could see a herd of animals
browsing on the rich grass. It struck me that igibe the very herd to which our good
donkey had joined himself; and, wishing to ascartenether this was so, | resolved to make a
detour through a bamboo marsh, and get as nearvsathfe to the animals without disturbing
them. The bamboos were huge, many of them ovdy tfe@et in height; and, as we made our
way through them, | remembered an account of thatgtane of South America, which is
greatly prized by the Indians on account of its@xie usefulness; the reeds themselves make
masts for their canoes, while each joint will foancask or box. | was delighted, for | had little
doubt that the bamboos we were among were the spewes. | explained this to Jack, and as
we discussed the possibility of cutting one dowd earrying a portion of it home, we reached
the border of the marsh, and emerged upon the.plaiere we suddenly found ourselves face
to face with the herd which we sought—a herd offdlaés. They looked up and stared at us
inquisitively, but without moving. Jack would havieed, but | checked him. "Back to the
thicket," | said, "and keep back the dogs!"

We began to retreat, but before we were again uocmesr the dogs joined us; and, in spite of
our shouts and efforts to restrain them, they da$twevard and seized a buffalo calf. This was
a signal to the whole herd to attack us. They badtbloudly, pawed the ground, and tore it up
with their horns, and then dashed madly towardWs. had not time to step behind a rock
before the leader was upon us. So close was hemypaun was useless. | drew a pistol and
fired. He fell dead at my feet. His fall checked #dvance of the rest. They halted, snuffed the
air, turned tail, and galloped off across the plaihey were gone, but the dogs still held
gallantly to the calf. They dragged and tusslechviiim, but with their utmost efforts they
could not bring him to the ground. How to assignthwithout shooting the poor beast | knew
not; and this | was unwilling to do, for | hopedthif we could but capture him alive, we might
in time manage to tame him, and use him as a h#abtirden. Jack's clever little head,
however, suddenly devised a plan for their aid, w&itld his usual promptitude, he at once put it
into execution. He unwound the lasso, which wakedaiound his body, and, as the young bull
flung up his heels, he cast it and caught him lsyhnd legs. The noose drew tight, and in a
twinkling the beast was upon the ground. We fasteéhe other end of the cord round a stout
bamboo, called off the dogs, and the animal wasiamercy.

"Now we have got him," said Jack, as he lookedhatpoor beast, lying panting on the ground,
"what are we to do with him?"

"l will show you," said I; "help me to fasten hisré-legs together, and you shall see the next
operation."

The bull, thus secured, could not move; and whadlekJheld his head | drew my knife and
pierced the cartilage of his nose, and when thedftowed less freely, passed a stout cord
through the hole. | felt some repugnance at thusinma the animal, but it was a case of
necessity, and | could not hesitate. We unitedetiés of the cord, freed the animal, set him
upon his legs, and, subdued and overawed, he fetdave without resistance. | now turned my
attention to the dead buffalo, but as I could hentskin it, | contented myself with cutting off
the most delicate parts, its tongue, and a couplgteaks, and, packing them in salt in my
wallet, abandoned the rest to the dogs. They fedinuit greedily, and we retired under the
shade to enjoy a meal after our hard work. The dbg#ever, were not to have undisputed
possession of the carcass; vultures, crows, aret bitds of prey, with that marvelous instinct
which always leads them to a dead body, quickledilthe air, and, with discordant cries,
swooped down upon the buffalo. An amusing contestied; the dogs again and again drove
off the intruders, and they, as often, returneéntsrced by others who swarmed to the spot.
Jack, with his usual impetuosity, wished to sendhat in among the robber band, but I
prevented him, for | knew that the bird or two higim kill would be of no use to us, while his
shot would not drive away the rest, even had wéedst. Both we and the dogs were at length
satisfied, and as it was getting late, | determiteedive up for the present the search for the
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ass, and to return to our camp. We again made ayithvough the bamboos, but before we left
the thicket | cut down one of the smallest of theds, the largest of whose joints would form
capital little barrels, while those near the tapgriop would serve as molds for our next batch
of candles.

The buffalo, with a dog on either side and the répeugh his nose, was following us
passively, and we presently induced him to submi& tpackage of our goods laid upon his
back. We pushed rapidly forward, Jack eager tolayspur latest acquisition. As we repassed
the rocky bed of a stream we had crossed in thaimgrJuno dashed ahead, and was about to
rush into a cleft between the rocks, when the appea of a large jackal suddenly checked her
further progress. Both dogs instantly flew at tméraal, and though she fought desperately,
quickly overpowered and throttled her. From the whay beast had shown fight, | concluded
that her young must be close by, probably withenkry cleft Juno was about to enter.

Directly Jack heard this, he wished to creep in landg out the young jackals. | hesitated to
allow him to do so, for I thought it possible thhe male jackal might be still lying in wait
within the cave. We peered into the darkness, aftel; a while, Jack declared he could discern
the little yellow jackals, and that he was quiteesthe old one was not there. He then crept in,
followed closely by the dogs, and presently emerppedring in his arms a handsome cub of a
beautiful golden yellow and about the size of alboa. He was the only one of the brood he
had managed to save, for Turk and Juno, withoytfpittheir youth or beauty, had worried all
the rest. | did not much regret this, however,lformly believe that, had he saved them, Jack
would have insisted upon bringing up the wholetittAs it was, | considered that one jackal
was, with our young bull, quite sufficient an adutitto our livestock.

During the halt we had made | had fastened thealtb a small tree, and as | was now again
about to move on, | recognized it as the dwarf-palvhose long, sharp leaves form an
excellent barrier if it is planted as a hedge.ted®ined to return and get some young plants to
strengthen our hedge at Tentholm. It was late leefa reached our camp, where we found our
family anxiously awaiting our return.

The sight of the new animals delighted the childmemensely, and in their opinion amply
compensated for the loss of our poor donkey. Jadkt answer a host of questions concerning
their capture, and to give a minute account ofafieay with the buffaloes. This he did, with
graphic power certainly, but with so much boastngl self-glorification that | was obliged to
check him, and give a plain and unvarnished accolufte affair.

Suppertime arrived, and as we sat at that mealyfich Jack and | were heartily thankful, my
wife and her party proceeded to give an accouthiaf day's work.

Ernest had discovered a sago-palm, and had, atteln tabor, contrived to fell it. Franz and his
mother had collected dry wood, of which a huge heap stood before the tent, sufficient to
keep up a fire all the rest of the time we shotdy ®n the spot. Fritz had gone off shooting and
had secured a good bag. While they had been thisusly employed, a troop of apes had
visited the tent, and when they returned, they dotlre place ransacked and turned upside
down. The provisions were eaten and gnawed, thetqex thrown about, the milk drunk and
spilt; every box had been peeped into, every pot @an had been divested of its lid; the
palisade round the hut had been partly destroyaihing had been left untouched.
Industriously had the boys worked to repair the aigen and when we returned not a sign was
to be seen of the disorder. No one would have gdes$hat had occurred from the delicious
supper we were eating.

After matters had been again arranged, Fritz hae glown to the shore, and, among the rocks
at Cape Disappointment, had discovered a youngeagiich Ernest declared to be a Malabar
or Indian eagle; he was much pleased with his #gisge and | recommended him to bring the

bird up and try to train it to hunt as a falcon.
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"Look here, though, boys," said I, "you are nowlexting a good many pets, and | am not
going to have your mother troubled with the caréheim all; each must look after his own, and
if I find one neglected, whether beast or birdgtlisat liberty. Mark that and remember it!"

My wife looked greatly relieved at this announcemend the boys promised to obey my
directions. Before we retired for the night | pregghthe buffalo meat | had brought. I lit a large
fire of green wood, and in the smoke of this thgtdy dried both the tongue and steaks. We
then properly secured all the animals, Jack tosMKittie pet in his arms, and we lay down and
were soon fast asleep.

At daybreak we were on foot, and began to prepara feturn to Falconhurst.

"You are not going to despise my sago, | hoped Eanest; "you have no idea what a trouble it
was to cut it down, and | have been thinking tbat,tif we could but split the tree, we might
make a couple of long useful troughs, which midjthjnk, be made to carry water from Jackal
River to Tentholm. Is my plan worth consideration?"

"Indeed it is," | replied; "and at all events we shaot abandon such a valuable prize as a sago-
palm. | would put off our departure for a day rattien leave it behind."

We went to the palm, and with the tools we had wighattempted to split the trunk. We first
sawed off the upper end, and then with an ax amd reanaged to insert a wedge. This
accomplished, our task was less difficult, for wahheavy mallet we forced the wedge in
further and further, until at length the trunk wadit in twain. From one half of the trunk we
then removed the pith, disengaging it, with difftgufrom the tough wood fibers; at each end,
however, | left a portion of the pith untouchedyghforming a trough in which to work the
sago.

"Now, boys," said I, when we had removed the pithnf the other half of the trunk, "off with
your coats and turn up your shirt-sleeves; | anmgoo teach you to knead."

They were all delighted, and even little Franz lezbtp be allowed to help. Ernest brought a
couple of pitchers of water, and throwing it in amgst the pith, we set to work right heartily.
As the dough was formed and properly kneaded, didehit to the mother, who spread it out on
a cloth in the sun to dry. This new occupation kepbusy until the evening, and when it was
at length completed we loaded the cart with theosagstore of cocoanuts, and our other
possessions, that we might be ready to start earlthe following morning. As the sun rose
above the horizon, we packed up our tent and s#t, fa goodly caravan. | thought it unfair to
the cow to make her drag such a load as we novaloag, and determined if possible to make
the young buffalo take the place of our lost donlajer some persuasion he consented, and
soon put his strength to the work and brought #m @long famously. As we had the trough
slung under the cart we had to choose the clepesdible route, avoiding anything like a
thicket; we, therefore, could not pass directlytbg candleberry and caoutchouc trees, and |
sent Ernest and Jack aside to visit the store wartee on our outward journey.

They had not long been gone when | was alarmedrhgst terrible noise, accompanied by the
furious barking of the dogs and shouts from Jaak Bmest. Thinking that the boys had been
attacked by some wild beasts, | ran to their amst&. A most ludicrous scene awaited me
when | reached the spot. They were dancing andtisigoround and round a grassy glade, and |
as nearly as possible followed their example, iche center, surrounded by a promising litter,
lay our old sow, whose squeals, previously so dlagmwere now subsiding into comfortable
grunts of recognition. | did not join my boys irethtriumphal dance, but | was nevertheless
very much pleased at the sight of the flourishiagify, and immediately returned to the cart to
obtain biscuits and potatoes for the benefit of Hlhppy mother. Jack and Ernest meanwhile
pushed further on and brought back the sack oflebrdies and the caoutchouc, and as we
could not then take the sow with us, we left hemal with her family and proceeded to
Falconhurst.
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The animals were delighted to see us back agathyeseived us with manifestations of joy,
but looked askance at the new pets. The eagle ieip@ame in for shy glances, and promised
to be no favorite. Fritz, however, determined thiatpet should at present do no harm, secured
him by the leg to a root of a fig tree and uncoddrnes eyes. In a moment the aspect of the bird
was changed; with his sight returned all his savagencts, he flapped his wings, raised his
head, darted to the full length of his chain, aefobe anyone could prevent him seized the
unfortunate parrot, which stood near, and tore ftieces. Fritz's anger rose at the sight, and he
was about to put an end to the savage bird.

"Stop," said Ernest, "don't kill the poor creatune,is but following his natural instincts; give
him to me, and | will tame him."

Fritz hesitated. "No, no," he said, "I don't waealty to kill the bird, but | can't give him up;
tell me how to tame him, and you shall have Maktaps."

"Very well," replied Ernest, "l will tell you my gh, and if it succeeds, | will accept Knips as a
mark of your gratitude. Take a pipe and tobaccd, seand the smoke all around his head, so
that he must inhale it; by degrees he will becotupefied, and his savage nature from that
moment subdued.”

Fritz was rather inclined to ridicule the plan, bkinowing that Ernest generally had a good
reason for anything of the sort that he proposedgcdnsented to make the attempt. He soon
seated himself beneath the bird, who still strugdigriously, and puffed cloud after cloud
upward, and as each cloud circled round the eagésld he became quieter and quieter, until
he sat quite still, gazing stupidly at the youngkar.

"Capital!" cried Fritz, as he hooded the bird, 'italp Ernest; Knips is yours."

CHAPTER VIII

IMPROVING OUR TREE DWELLING

Next morning the boys and | started with the daden with our bundles of bamboos, to attend
to the avenue of fruit trees. The buffalo we leghind, for his services were not needed, and |
wished the wound in his nostrils to become completecatrized before | again put him to
work. We were not a moment too soon; many of thengotrees, which before threatened to
fall, had now fulfilled their promise, and werengi prostrate on the ground, others were bent,
some few only remained erect. We raised the ti@ss,digging deeply at their roots, drove in
stout bamboo props, to which we lashed them finwit strong broad fibers.

"Papa,” said Franz, as we were thus engaged, ahdriteed me the fibers as | required them,
"are these wild or tame trees?"

"Oh, these are wild trees, most ferocious treesjgthed Jack, "and we are tying them up lest
they should run away, and in a little while we wifitie them and they will trot about after us
and give us fruit wherever we go. Oh, we will tathem; they shall have a ring through their
noses like the buffalo!"

"That's not true," replied Franz gravely, "but thare wild and tame trees, the wild ones grow
out in the woods like the crab-apples, and the tames in the garden like the pears and
peaches at home. Which are these, papa?"

"They are not wild," | replied, "but grafted or tuated, or, as you call them, tame trees. No
European tree bears good fruit until it is grafteldsaw a puzzled look come over the little
boy's face as he heard this new word, and | hadteEnexplain it. "Grafting," | continued, "is
the process of inserting a slip or twig of a tnet® iwhat is called an eye; that is, a knot or hole
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in the branch of another. This twig or slip therows and produces, not such fruit as the
original stock would have borne, but such as tlee from which it was taken would have

produced. Thus, if we have a sour crab tree, anabale tree bearing fine ribston pippins, we
would take a slip of the latter, insert it in areeyf the former, and in a year or two the branch
which would then grow would be laden with good asp!

"But," asked Ernest, "where did the slips of gondtftrees come from, if none grow without
grafting?"

"From foreign countries,” | replied. "It is only the cold climate of our parts of the world that
they require this grafting; in many parts of therddpin more southern latitudes than ours, the
most luscious fruit trees are indigenous to thé, smd flourish and bear sweet, wholesome
fruit, without the slightest care or attention lgpimestowed upon them; while in England and
Germany, and even in France, these same treesadhaiutmost exertion of horticultural skill

to make them bring forth any fruit whatever. Thusien the Romans invaded England they
found there nothing in the way of fruit trees the trab-apple, nut bushes, and bramble bushes,
but by grafting on these, fine apples, filbertsgd aaspberries were produced, and it was the
same in our own dear Switzerland—all our fruit sregere imported.”

"Were cherries, father? May we not even call clkeriswiss? | always thought they grew
nowhere else.”

"I am afraid we cannot even claim cherries as aun,anot even the name of them; they are
called cherries from Cerasus, a state of Pontussiia, whence they were brought to Europe by
Lucullus, a Roman general, about seventy yearsrde@hrist. Hazelnuts also came from
Pontus; walnuts, again, came originally from Peréia for grapes, they are of the greatest
antiquity. We hear, if you remember, of Noah cutiig vines, and they have been brought
from one place to another until they now are tédumd in most parts of the civilized world."

"Do you think all these trees will grow?" askedtErias we crossed Jackal River and entered
our plantation at Tentholm: "here are lemons, pawnegfes, pistachio nuts, and mulberries.”

"l have little doubt of it," | replied; "we are ae@ntly within the tropics, where such trees as
these are sure to flourish. These pines, now, clvore France, Spain, and Italy; the olives
from Armenia and Palestine; the figs originally frahe island of Chios; the peaches and
apricots from Persia; plums from Damascus in Swia] the pears of all sorts from Greece.
However, if our countries have not been blessdddersame way with fruit, we have been given
wisdom and skill, which has enabled us to impod emltivate the trees of other lands."

We thus talked and worked until every tree thaunegl the treatment was provided with a
stout bamboo prop, and then, with appetites whiggoamand might well have envied, we

returned to Falconhurst. | think the good mothes wbmost alarmed at the way we fell upon
the corned beef and palm-cabbage she set befotriuat length these good things produced
the desired effect, and one after another declairedelf satisfied. As we sat reclining after our
labor and digesting our dinner, we discussed tm®ws projects we had in contemplation. "I

wish," said my wife, "that you would invent somé&et plan for climbing to the nest above us;
| think that the nest itself is perfect—I reallyshifor nothing better, but | should like to be able
to get to it without scaling that dreadful laddeery time; could you not make a flight of steps
to reach it?"

| carefully thought over the project, and turne@ogvery plan for its accomplishment.

"It would be impossible, | am afraid,” said I, "toake stairs outside, but within the trunk it

might be done. More than once have | thought tinatttunk might be hollow, or partly so, and

if such be the case our task would be comparatieady. Did you not tell me the other day that
you noticed bees coming from a hole in the tree?"

"Oh, yes," said little Franz, "and | went to lodaktlkem and one flew right against my face and
stung me, and | almost cried, but | didn't.”
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"Brave little boy,"” said I. "Well, now if the trunke sufficiently hollow to contain a swarm of
bees, it may be, for all we can tell, hollow theaer part of its length, for like the willow in
our own country it might draw all its nourishmehtdugh the bark, and in spite of its real
unsoundness retain a flourishing appearance.”

Master Jack, practical as usual, instantly sprankig feet to put my conjecture to the proof.
The rest followed his example, and they were abinsolimbing about like squirrels, peeping
into the hole, and tapping the wood to discovestynd how far down the cavity extended.

They forgot, in their eagerness, who were the tesnahthis interesting trunk. They were soon
reminded of it, however, for the bees, disturbedHhiy unusual noise, with an angry buzz burst
out, and in an instant attacked the causers oatim@yance; they swarmed round them, stung
them on the hands, face, and neck, settled in kiadir and pursued them as they ran to me for
assistance. It was with difficulty that we got afithe angry insects and were able to attend to
the boys. Jack, who had been the first to reacthtihe, had fared the worst, and was soon a
most pitiable sight, his face swelled to an extilawary degree, and it was only by the constant
application of cold earth that the pain was alleda They were all eager to commence an
organized attack upon the bees at once, but fdroan or more, by reason of their pain, they
were unable to render me much assistance. In tlaawiele | made my arrangements. | first
took a large calabash gourd, for | intended to makeeehive, that, when we had driven the
insects from their present abode, we might not tbeen entirely. The lower half of the gourd |
flattened. | then cut an arched opening in thetfifon a doorway, made a straw roof as a
protection from the rain and heat, and the litdei$e was complete.

Nothing more, however, could then be done, forithtated bees were still angrily buzzing
round the tree. | waited till dark, and then, wiadinthe bees had again returned to their trunk,
with Fritz's assistance | carefully stopped up gvesle in the tree with wet clay, that the bees
might not issue forth next morning before we cookdjin operations. Very early were we up
and at work. | first took a hollow cane, and inedrobne end through the clay into the tree;
down this tube with pipe and tobacco | smoked rusbusly.

The humming and buzzing that went on within wasgedous; the bees evidently could not
understand what was going to happen. | finishedfimy pipeful, and putting my thumb over

the end of the cane, | gave the pipe to Fritz fil.rele did so and | again smoked. The buzzing
was now becoming less noisy, and was subsiding antoere murmur. By the time | had

finished this second pipe all was still; the beeseastupefied.

"Now then, Fritz," said I, "quick, with a hammerdachisel, and stand here beside me."

He was up in a moment, and, together, we cut alstoal by the side of the hole; this door,
however, we did not take out, but we left it ateathoy one corner that it might be removed at a
moment's notice; then giving the bees a final adtebacco smoke, we opened it.

Carefully but rapidly we removed the insects, a&ytblung in clusters to the sides of the tree,
and placed them in the hive prepared for theirpgge. As rapidly | then took every atom of
wax and honey from their storehouse, and putat task | had made ready for the purpose.

The bees were now safely removed from the trunk,llmould not tell whether, when they
revived from their temporary stupor, they might netuse to occupy the house with which 1
had presented them, and insist on returning to thdi quarters. To prevent the possibility of
this occurrence, | took a quantity of tobacco, gfating it upon a board nailed horizontally
within the trunk, I lighted it and allowed it to truslowly, that the fumes might fill the cavity.
It was well | did so, for, as the bees returneddasciousness, they left their pretty hive and
buzzed away to the trunk of the tree. They seemtmh&shed at finding this uninhabitable, and
an immense deal of noisy humming ensued. Roundamd they flew, backward and forward
between the gourd and tree, now settling here awl there, until, at length, after due
consideration, they took possession of the hiveadrahdoned their former habitation to us, the
invaders of their territory. By the evening theyrevguite quiet, and we ventured to open the
cask in which we had stored our plunder. We fiegptegated the honey from the honeycomb and
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poured it off into jars and pots; the rest we thaok and threw into a vessel of water placed
over a slow fire. It soon boiled and the entire sneascame fluid. This we placed in a clean
canvas bag, and subjected to a heavy pressurehdriey was thus soon forced out, and we
stored it in a cask, and, though not perhaps @gjteal to the former batch in quality, it was yet
capital. The wax that remained in the bag | alsefadly stored, for | knew it would be of great
use to me in the manufacture of candles. Then afterrd day's work we turned in.

The internal architecture of the tree had now tatbended to, and early the following morning
we prepared for the laborious task. A door had fosbe made, so at the base of the trunk we
cut away the bark and formed an opening just the sf the door we had brought from the
captain's cabin, and which, hinges and all, wadyda be hung. The clearing of the rotten
wood from the center of the trunk occupied us stime, but at length we had the satisfaction
of seeing it entirely accomplished, and, as wedtoslow, we could look up the trunk, which
was like a great smooth funnel, and see the skyeadbwas now ready for the staircase, and
first we erected in the center a stout saplingotanfan axis round which to build the spiral; in
this we cut notches to receive the steps, and smoreling notches in the tree itself to support
the outer ends. The steps themselves we formetuttgrand neatly of planks from the wreck,
and clenched them firmly in their places with stoails. Upward and upward we built, cutting
windows in the trunk as we required, to admit lightl air, until we were flush with the top of
the center pole. On this pole we erected anotheedoh the top of the tree, and securing it
firmly, built in the same way round it until we lahgth reached the level of the floor of the nest
above. To make the ascent of the stairs perfeetby eve ran a hand-rail on either side, one
round the center pillar, and the other following turve of the trunk.

This task occupied us a whole month, and by the adnitiat period, so accustomed had we
become to having a definite piece of work befor¢has we began to consider what other great
alteration we should undertake. We were, howevecparse not neglecting the details of our
colonial establishment. There were all the aninbalbe attended to; the goats and sheep had
both presented us with additions to our flock, #meke frisky youngsters had to be seen after;
to prevent them straying to any great distance—aerhad no wish to lose them—we tied
round their necks little bells, which we had foumdboard the wreck, and which would assist
us to track them. Juno, too, had a fine litter opges, but, in spite of the entreaties of the
children, | could not consent to keep more than vl the rest disappeared in that mysterious
way in which puppies and kittens are wont to ledineeearth. To console the mother, as he said,
but also, | suspect, to save himself considerablgbte, Jack placed his little jackal beside the
remaining puppies, and, to his joy, found it readddopted. The other pets were also
flourishing, and were being usefully trained. Thefalo, after giving us much trouble, had
now become perfectly domesticated, and was a veejulbeast of burden, besides being a
capital steed for the boys. They guided him by rathaist through the hole in his nose, which
was now perfectly healed, and this served the mapast as a bit in the mouth of a horse. |
began his education by securing round him a brodtd gf buffalo hide and fastening to it
various articles, to accustom him to carrying adear By degrees he permitted this to be done
without making the slightest resistance, and s@ornied the panniers, before borne by the ass,
readily and willingly.

| then made Master Knips sit upon his back and kiwédreins | had prepared for him, that the
animal might become accustomed to the feeling ridlex, and finally allowed Fritz himself to
mount. The education of the eagle was not negleétett every day shot small birds for his
food, and these he placed, sometimes between tteespireading horns of the buffalo or goat,
and sometimes upon the back of the great bustatihe might become accustomed to pounce
upon living prey. These lessons had their due gffaad the bird, having been taught to obey
the voice and whistle of his master, he was solmwat to bring down small birds upon the
wing, when he stooped and struck his quarry in rmpettsmanlike manner. We kept him well
away from the poultry yard, lest his natural instinshould show themselves and he should put
an untimely end to some of our feathered pets.
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Neither was Master Knips allowed to remain idle, Eonest, now that he was in his possession,
wished to train him to be of some use. With Jakklp he made a little basket of rushes, which
he so arranged with straps that it might be edisigd on to the monkey's back. Thus equipped,
he was taught to mount cocoanut palms and other ficfes, and to bring down their fruit in
the hamper.

Jack was not so successful in his educational ateerfrangs, as he had christened his jackal,
used his fangs, indeed, but only on his own accoowothing could persuade him that the

animals he caught were not at once to be devoomtequently poor Jack was never able to
save from his jaws anything but the tattered sKimis prey. Not disheartened, however, he

determined that Fangs could be trained, and thatdugd train him.

These, and such like employments, afforded us #s¢ and recreation we required while
engaged in the laborious task of staircase building

Among minor occupations, | applied myself to thegpiovement of our candles. Though the
former batch had greatly delighted us at first,wetwere soon obliged to acknowledge that the
light they gave was imperfect, and their appearavee unsightly; my wife, too, begged me to
find some substitute for the threads of our comeckties, which | had previously used as
wicks. To give the proper shape and smoothned®etodndles, | determined to use the bamboo
molds | had prepared. My first idea was to poura in at the end of the mold, and then
when the candles were cooled to slip them out;l ovds soon convinced that this plan would
not succeed. | therefore determined to divide tliddmlengthways, and then having greased
them well, we might pour the melted wax into the tmalves bound tightly together, and so be
able to take out the candles when cool withoutrings them. The wicks were my next
difficulty, and as the mother positively refusedattow us to devote our ties and handkerchiefs
for the purpose, | took a piece of inflammable wéain a tree, a native of the Antilles, which

| thought would serve our purpose; this | cut ifdgag slips, and fixed in the centers of the
molds. My wife, too, prepared some wicks from tligefs of the karata tree, which she
declared would beat mine completely out of thedfi®Ve put them to the proof.

On a large fire we placed a pot, in which we pregasur wax mixture—half beeswax and half
wax from the candleberries. The molds, carefullgpared—half with karata fiber, and half

with wooden splint wicks—stood on their ends iula of cold water, ready to receive the wax.
They were filled; the wax cooled; the candles takeh and subjected to the criticism of all

hands. When night drew on, they were formally esféhe decision was unanimous; neither
gave such a good light as those with the cottorksyibut even my wife declared that the light
from mine was far preferable to that emitted byshéor the former, though rather flaring,

burned brilliantly, while the latter gave out sucheeble and flickering flame that it was almost
useless.

| then turned shoemaker, for | had promised myaefair of waterproof boots, and now
determined to make them.

Taking a pair of socks, | filled them with sand ahdn coated them over with a thin layer of
clay to form a convenient mold; this was soon haedein the sun, and was ready for use.
Layer after layer of caoutchouc | brushed oveallgwing each layer to dry before the next was
put on, until at length | considered that the shwese of sufficient thickness. | dried them,

broke out the clay, secured with nails a strip uffddo hide to the soles, brushed that over with
caoutchouc, and | had a pair of comfortable, deratespectable-looking waterproof boots.

| was delighted; orders poured in from all sidexj aoon everyone in the family was likewise
provided for.

One objection to Falconhurst was the absence ofsanyg close by, so that the boys were
obliged to bring water daily from the stream; ainiks tinvolving no little trouble, it was

proposed that we should carry the water by pipes fthe stream to our present residence. A
dam had to be thrown across the river some waytreprs, that the water might be raised to a
sufficient height to run to Falconhurst. From tlkearvoir thus made we led the water down by
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pipes into the turtle's shell, which we placed raardwelling, and from which the superfluous
water flowed off through the hole made in it byt#s harpoon. This was an immense
convenience, and we formally inaugurated the trobghwashing therein a whole sack of
potatoes. Thus day after day brought its own wark| day after day saw that work completed.
We had no time to be idle, or to lament our separdtom our fellow creatures.

One morning, as we were completing our spiral cdsie, and giving it such finish as we were
capable of, we were suddenly alarmed by hearingst terrific noise, the roaring or bellowing

of a wild beast; so strange a sound was it, theduld not imagine by what animal it was

uttered.

Jack thought it perhaps a lion, Fritz hazardedrdlgowhile Ernest gave it as his opinion, and |
thought it possible that he was right, that it \adsyena.

"Whatever it is,” said I, "we must prepare to rgeat; up with you all to the nest while | secure
the door."

Then arming the dogs with their collars, | sentihmut to protect the animals below, closed the
door, and joined my family. Every gun was loadecdrg eye was upon the watch. The sound
drew nearer, and then all was still; nothing wasbé seen. | determined to descend and
reconnoiter, and Fritz and | carefully crept dowuith our guns at full cock we glided among
the trees; noiselessly and quickly we pushed othdéurand further; suddenly, close by, we
heard the terrific sound again. Fritz raised his,dwt almost as quickly again dropped it, and
burst into a hearty fit of laughter. There was ristaking those dulcet tones—he-haw, he-haw,
he-haw—resounded through the forest, and our assjing his approach right merrily,
appeared in sight. To our surprise, however, ondr was not alone: behind him trotted
another animal, an ass no doubt, but slim and rbas a horse. We watched their movements
anxiously.

"Fritz," | whispered, "that is an onager. Creep kot Falconhurst and bring me a piece of
cord—aquietly now!"

While he was gone, | cut a bamboo and split it-laalfy down to form a pair of pincers, which |
knew would be of use to me should | get near themain Fritz soon returned with the cord, and

| was glad to observe also brought some oats dhdvéa made one end of the cord fast to a
tree, and at the other end made a running noosmtigiwe watched the animals as they
approached, quietly browsing; Fritz then arosedingl in one hand the noose and in the other
some oats and salt. The ass, seeing his favow tftaus held out, advanced to take it; Fritz
allowed him to do so, and he was soon munchingecadlly. The stranger, on seeing Fritz,
started back; but finding her companion show nasigf alarm, was reassured, and soon
approached sniffing, and was about to take sombeotempting food. In a moment the noose
left Fritz's adroit hand and fell round her neckthwa single bound she sprang backward the
full length of the cord, the noose drew tight, she fell to the earth half strangled. | at once ran
up, loosened the rope, and replaced it by a hadied; placing the pincers upon her nose,
secured her by two cords fastened between two, i@esthen left her to recover herself.

Everyone hastened up to examine the beautiful drasiahe rose to the ground and cast fiery
glances around. She lashed out with her heels eryeide; and, giving vent to angry snorts,
struggled violently to get free. All her endeavarsre vain: the cords were stout, and after a
while she quieted down and stood exhausted aneédng: | then approached: she suffered me
to lead her to the roots of our tree, which for phesent formed our stables, and there | tied her
up close to the donkey, who was likewise prevefrau playing truant.

Next morning | found the onager after her night'stras wild as ever, and as | looked at the
handsome creature | almost despaired of ever tamengoroud spirit. Every expedient was
tried, and at length, when the animal was subduethunger, | thought I might venture to
mount her; and having given her the strongest anshackled her feet | attempted to do so.
She was as unruly as ever, and as a last expddiesblved to adopt a plan which, though
cruel, was | knew attended with wonderful succegthe American Indians, by whom it is
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practiced. Watching a favorable opportunity, | sigraipon the onager's back, and seizing her
long ear in my teeth, in spite of her kicking andnging, bit it through. The result was
marvelous, the animal ceased plunging, and, quigeviolently, stood stock still. From that
moment we were her masters, the children mountedie after the other, and she carried
them obediently and quietly. Proud, indeed, dideélfas | watched this animal, which
naturalists and travelers have declared to be lkytom power of man to tame, guided hither
and thither by my youngest son.

Additions to our poultry yard reminded me of thecessity of providing some substantial
shelter for our animals before the rainy seasonecam three broods of chickens had been
successfully hatched, and the little creaturegy fior all, were my wife's pride and delight. We
began by making a roof over the vaulted roots aftoee, forming the framework of bamboo
canes, which we laid close together and boundlyigltiwn; others we fixed below as supports.
The interstices were filled up with clay and maas;l coating the whole over with a mixture of
tar and lime-water, we obtained a firm balcony, andapital roof impervious to the severest
fall of rain. | ran a light rail round the balcony give it a more ornamental appearance, and
below divided the building into several compartnsei@tables, poultry yard, hay and provision
lofts, dairy, kitchen, larder, and dining-hall weneited under one roof.

Our winter quarters were now completed, and we thado store them with food. Day after
day we worked, bringing in provisions of every dgs@n.

As we were one evening returning from gatheringfoas, it struck me that we should take in
a store of acorns; and sending the two younger bogse with their mother and the cart, | took
a large canvas bag, and with Fritz and Ernestfdimer mounted on his onager, and the latter
carrying his little favorite, Knips, made a detoonard the Acorn Wood.

We reached the spot, tied Lightfoot to a neighlgptnee, and began rapidly to fill the sack. As
we were thus engaged, Knips sprang suddenly iftash close by, from which, a moment
afterward, issued such strange cries that Ernéetved to see what could be the matter.

"Come!" he shouted; "come and help me! I've gobapte of birds and their eggs. Quick!
Ruffed grouse!"

We hurried to the spot. There was Ernest with &diting, screaming bird in either hand; while,

with his foot, he was endeavoring to prevent hisegy little monkey from seizing the eggs.

We quickly tied the legs of the birds, and removihg eggs from the nest, placed them in
Ernest's hat; while he gathered some of the lormadgrass, with which the nest was woven,
and which grew luxuriantly around, for Franz toypkt sword-drill with. We then loaded the

onager with the acorns, and moved homeward. The leggvered carefully with dry moss, that

they might be kept warm, and as soon as possilflanded them over to my wife, who

managed the mother so cleverly that she inducetbheturn to the eggs, and in a few days, to
our great delight, we had fifteen beautiful lit@anadian chicks.

Franz was greatly pleased with the "swords" highano brought him; but having no small
companion on whom to exercise his valor, he ambgadelf for a short time in hewing down
imaginary foes, and then cut the reeds in slipd, @aited them to form a whip for Lightfoot.
The leaves seemed so pliable and strong that | iexanthem to see to what further use they
might be put. Their tissue was composed of longydibers. A sudden thought struck me—
this must be New Zealand flax. | could not rest tilad announced this invaluable discovery to
my wife. She was no less delighted than | was.

"Bring me the leaves!" she exclaimed. "Oh, whaebgtitful discovery! No one shall now be
clothed in rags; just make me a spindle, and yall Soon have shirts and stockings and
trousers, all good homespun! Quick, Fritz, anddsgiaur mother more leaves!"

We could not help smiling at her eager zeal; butzFand Ernest sprang on their steeds, and
soon the onager and buffalo were galloping homéagach laden with a great bundle of flax.
The boys dismounted and deposited their offerirntgeit mother's feet.
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"Capital!" she exclaimed. "I shall now show youtth@am not at all behindhand in ingenuity.
This must be retted, carded, spun, and woven, e with scissors, needle, and thread | will
make you any article of clothing you choose."

We decided that Flamingo Marsh would be the best o the operation of steeping or
“retting" the flax, and next morning we set outhbr with the cart drawn by the ass, and laden
with the bundles, between which sat Franz and Kniypsle the rest of us followed with spades
and hatchets. | described to my boys as we wengalwe process of retting, and explained to
them how steeping the flax leaves destroys theessemembrane, while the strong fibers
remain.

As we were employed in making beds for the flax plating it in them, we observed several
nests of the flamingo. These are most curiouslyskiltfully made of glutinous clay, so strong

that they can neither be overturned nor washed aWagy are formed in the shape of blunted
cones, and placed point downward; at the upperbaiodder end is built a little platform to

contain the eggs, on which the female bird sitshwer long legs in the water on either side,
until the little birds are hatched and can takehi® water. For a fortnight we left the flax to

steep, and then taking it out and drying it thotdygn the sun, stored it for future use at
Falconhurst.

Daily did we load our cart with provisions to beobght to our winter quarters: manioc,
potatoes, cocoanuts, sweet acorns, sugar-canesalepllected and stored in abundance—for
grumbling thunder, lowering skies, and sharp shewerned us that we had no time to lose.
Our corn was sowed, our animals housed, our pawsstored, when down came the rain.

To continue in our nest we found impossible, andweee obliged to retreat to the trunk, where
we carried such of our domestic furniture as migave been injured by the damp. Our
dwelling was indeed crowded: the animals and prorgsbelow, and our beds and household
goods around us, hemmed us in on every side; bydipatience and better packing, we
obtained sufficient room to work and lie down iry, tlegrees, too, we became accustomed to
the continual noise of the animals and the smethefstables. The smoke from the fire, which
we were occasionally obliged to light, was not agtde; but in time even that seemed to
become more bearable.

To make more space, we turned such animals as evedmured, and who therefore might be
imagined to know how to shift for themselves, algsiluring the daytime, bringing them under
the arched roots only at night. To perform thisydktitz and | used to sally forth every
evening, and as regularly every evening did wernesoaked to the skin. To obviate this, the
mother, who feared these continual wettings migjure our health, contrived waterproofs: she
brushed on several layers of caoutchouc over stuts, to which she attached hoods; she then
fixed to these duck trousers, and thus prepareeédoh of us a complete waterproof suit, clad
in which we might brave the severest rain.

In spite of our endeavors to keep ourselves brgytiine dragged heavily. Our mornings were
occupied in tending the animals; the boys amuseahslelves with their pets, and assisted me in
the manufacture of carding-combs and a spindléhfermother. The combs | made with nails,
which | placed head downward on a sheet of tin alhaunch wide; holding the nails in their
proper positions | poured solder round their hetadfix them to the tin, which | then folded
down on either side of them to keep them perfefotig. In the evening, when our room was
illuminated with wax candles, | wrote a journalalf the events which had occurred since our
arrival in this foreign land; and, while the mothess busy with her needle and Ernest making
sketches of birds, beasts, and flowers with whieth&d met during the past months, Fritz and
Jack taught little Franz to read.

Week after week rolled by. Week after week sawtilisckose prisoners. Incessant rain battered
down above us; constant gloom hung over the desstane.
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CHAPTER IX

THE SALT PALACE AND THE NEW FARMHOUSE

The winds at length were lulled, the sun shot hidnt rays through the riven clouds, the rain
ceased to fall—spring had come. No prisoners skbety could have felt more joy than we
did as we stepped forth from our winter abode,esdfed our eyes with the pleasant verdure
around us, and our ears with the merry songs bbasand happy birds, and drank in the pure,
balmy air of spring.

Our plantations were thriving vigorously. The seeel had sown was shooting through the
moist earth. All nature was refreshed.

Our nest was our first care; filled with leaves dmoken and torn by the wind, it looked indeed
dilapidated. We worked hard, and in a few daysaswgain habitable. My wife begged that |
would now start her with the flax, and as earlypassible | built a drying-oven, and then
prepared it for her use; | also, after some trgublanufactured a beetle-reel and spinning-
wheel, and she and Franz were soon hard at woeklitthe boy reeling off the thread his
mother spun.

| was anxious to visit Tentholm, for | feared thmtich of our precious stores might have
suffered. Fritz and | made an excursion thithee @iamage done to Falconhurst was as nothing
compared to the scene that awaited us. The tentleas to the ground, the canvas torn to
rags, the provisions soaked, and two casks of pouitierly destroyed. We immediately spread
such things as we hoped yet to preserve in thesdry. The pinnace was safe, but our faithful
tub-boat was dashed in pieces, and the irrepadasteage we had sustained made me resolve
to contrive some safer and more stable winter-gusarbefore the arrival of the next rainy
season. Fritz proposed that we should hollow atdwee in the rock, and though the difficulties
such an undertaking would present appeared almsstmountable, | yet determined to make
the attempt; we might not, | thought, hew out aecawof sufficient size to serve as a room, but
we might at least make a cellar for the more vdkiabd perishable of our stores.

Some days afterward we left Falconhurst with the lealen with a cargo of spades, hammers,
chisels, pickaxes, and crowbars, and began ourriakiley. On the smooth face of the
perpendicular rock | drew out in chalk the sizahs# proposed entrance, and then, with minds
bent on success, we battered away. Six days of hadlincessant toil made but little
impression; | do not think that the hole would h&veen a satisfactory shelter for even Master
Knips; but we still did not despair, and were prelserewarded by coming to softer and more
yielding substance; our work progressed, and ondewere relieved.

On the tenth day, as our persevering blows werdedaheavily, Jack, who was working
diligently with a hammer and crowbar, shouted:

"Gone, father! Fritz, my bar has gone through ttoeintain!"

"Run round and get it," laughed Fritz; "perhapsas dropped into Europe—you must not lose
a good crowbar."

"But, really, it is through; it went right throughe rock; | heard it crash down inside. Oh, do
come and see!" he shouted excitedly.

We sprang to his side, and | thrust the handle yhammer into the hole he spoke of; it met
with no opposition, | could turn it in any direatio chose. Fritz handed me a long pole; | tried
the depth with that. Nothing could | feel. A thirally then, was all that intervened between us
and a great cavern.

With a shout of joy, the boys battered vigoroudlyhe rock; piece by piece fell, and soon the
hole was large enough for us to enter. | stepped tiee aperture, and was about to make a
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further examination, when a sudden rush of poissr@uturned me giddy, and shouting to my
sons to stand off, | leaned against the rock.

When | came to myself | explained to them the dan§@pproaching any cavern or other place
where the air has for a long time been stagnantléts$ air is incessantly renewed it becomes
vitiated," | said, "and fatal to those who breaithd he safest way of restoring it to its original
state is to subject it to the action of fire; a feandfuls of blazing hay thrown into this hole
may, if the place be small, sufficiently purify ttaér within to allow us to enter without
danger.” We tried the experiment. The flame wasguished the instant it entered. Though
bundles of blazing grass were thrown in, no diffieeewas made.

| saw that we must apply some more efficacious dymand sent the boys for a chest of signal
rockets we had brought from the wreck. We let hyme dozens of these fiery serpents, which
went whizzing in, and disappeared at apparentlsish distance from us. Some flew like radiant
meteors round, lighted up the mighty circumfereacd displayed, as by a magician's wand, a
sparkling, glittering roof. They looked like avengidragons driving a foul, malignant fiend
out of a beauteous palace.

We waited for a little while after these experinsgrdand | then again threw in lighted hay. It
burned clearly; the air was purified.

Fritz and | enlarged the opening, while Jack, gpng on his buffalo, thundered away to
Falconhurst to bear the great and astonishing t@Wws mother.

Great must have been the effect of Jack's eloquendbose at home, for the timbers of the
bridge were soon again resounding under the swiftheavy tramp of his steed; and he was
quickly followed by the rest of our party in thertca

All were in the highest state of excitement. Jaal ktowed in the cart all the candles he could
find, and we now, lighting these, shouldered ounsaand entered. | led the way, sounding the
ground as | advanced with a long pole, that we tmgit fall unexpectedly into any great hole
or chasm. Silently we marched—the mother, the bays, even the dogs seeming overawed
with the grandeur and beauty of the scene. We wegegrotto of diamonds—a vast cave of
glittering crystal: the candles reflected on thdlsva golden light, bright as the stars of heaven,
while great crystal pillars rose from the floordiknighty trees, mingling their branches high
above us and drooping in hundreds of stalactitésctwsparkled and glittered with all the
colors of the rainbow.

The floor of this magnificent palace was formedhafd, dry sand, so dry that | saw at once that
we might safely take up our abode therein, wittibatslightest fear of danger from damp.

From the appearance of the brilliant crystals roaipout us | suspected their nature.

| tasted a piece. This was a cavern of rock sdlerd@ was no doubt about it—here was an
unlimited supply of the best and purest salt! Bu¢ thing detracted from my entire satisfaction
and delight—large crystals lay scattered here &edet which, detached from the roof, had
fallen to the ground; this, if apt to recur, woldeep us in constant peril. | examined some of
the masses and discovered that they had beencalithg separated, and therefore concluded
that the concussion of the air occasioned by tlekets had caused their fall. To satisfy

ourselves, however, that there were no more piettsing above us, we discharged our guns
from the entrance, and watched the effect. Nothioege fell—our magnificent abode was safe.

We returned to Falconhurst with minds full of won@# our new discovery, and plans for
turning it to the best possible advantage.

Nothing was now talked of but the new house, hoshibuld be arranged, how it should be
fitted up. The safety and comfort of Falconhurshick had at first seemed so great, now
dwindled away in our opinion to nothing; it sholdle kept up, we decided, merely as a summer
residence, while our cave should be formed intoirstew house and impregnable castle. Our
attention was now fully occupied with this new heukight and air were to be admitted, so we
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hewed a row of windows in the rock, where we fitted window cases we had brought from
the officers' cabins. We brought the door, toopfrealconhurst, and fitted it in the aperture we
had made. The opening in the trunk of the treetérdeined to conceal with bark, as less likely
to attract the notice of wild beasts or savagesilshthey approach during our absence. The
cave itself we divided into four parts: in frontlaage compartment into which the door opened,
subdivided into our sitting, eating, and sleepipgréments; the righthand division containing

our kitchen and workshop, and the left our staldbegiind all this, in the dark recesses of the
cave, was our storehouse and powder-magazine. glaieady undergone one rainy season,
we knew well its discomforts, and thought of maseful arrangements in the laying out of our
dwelling. We did not intend to be again smoke-dried therefore contrived a properly built

fire place and chimney; our stable arrangements,were better, and plenty of space was left
in our workshop that we should not be hamperedré@m¢he most extensive operations.

Our frequent residence at Tentholm revealed taeusral important advantages which we had
not fore-seen. Numbers of splendid turtles oftemeashore to deposit their eggs in the sand,
and their delicious flesh afforded us many a suimydumeal. When more than one of these
creatures appeared at a time, we used to cut eif thtreat to the sea, and, turning them on
their backs, fasten them to a stake driven in cigsthe water's edge, by a cord passed through
a hole in their shell. We thus had fresh turtletocarally within our reach; for the animals
throve well thus secured, and appeared in as gonoditoon, after having been kept thus for
several weeks, as others when freshly caught. eaystrabs, and mussels also abounded on
the shore. But this was not all; an additional segpawaited us.

As we were one morning approaching Tentholm, weewaitracted by a most curious
phenomenon. The waters out at sea appeared adiateoime unseen movement, and as they
heaved and boiled, their surface, struck by thenseaf the morning sun, seemed illuminated
by flashes of fire. Over the water where this disaimce was taking place hovered hundreds of
birds, screaming loudly, which ever and anon walddt downward, some plunging beneath
the water, some skimming the surface. Then againwould rise and resume their harsh cries.
The shining, sparkling mass then rolled onward, apgroached in a direct line our bay,
followed by the feathered flock above. We hurriedvd to the shore to further examine this
strange sight.

| was convinced as we approached that it was d shd@nk of herrings.

No sooner did | give utterance to my conjecturenthavas assailed by a host of questions
concerning this herring-bank, what it was, and vdtaasioned it.

"A herring-bank," | said, "is composed of an immemsimber of herrings swimming together.

| can scarcely express to you the huge size oflithigy bank, which extends over a great area
many fathoms deep. It is followed by numbers ofgravenous fish, who devour quantities of
the herrings, while above hover birds, as you hmst seen, ready to pounce down on
stragglers near the top. To escape these enerheshbal makes for the nearest shore, and
seeks safety in those shallows where the largechsimot follow. But here it meets with a third
great enemy. It may escape from the fish and etbdevigilance of sharp-sighted birds, but
from the ingenuity of man it can find no escapeoi® year millions of these fish are caught,
and yet the roes of only a small number would bgcsent to supply as many fish again.”

Soon our fishery was in operation. Jack and Ftaendin the water with baskets, and baled out
the fish, as one bales water with a bucket, thrgwihrem to us on the shore. As quickly as
possible we cleaned them, and placed them in cagkssalt, first a layer of salt, and then a
layer of herrings, and so on, until we had readypyrmaasks of pickled fish.

As the barrels were filled, we closed them cargflidhd rolled them away to the cool vaults at
the back of our cave.

Our good fortune, however, was not to end hereay after the herring fishery was over, and
the shoal had left our bay, a great number of sapfgeared, attracted by the refuse of the
herrings which we had thrown into the sea. Thoufgated they would not be suitable for our
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table, we yet secured a score or two for the sdkbeir skins and fat. The skins we drew
carefully off for harness and clothing, and thewatboiled down for oil, which we put aside in
casks for tanning, soap-making, and burning in mp

These occupations interfered for some time with work at Rock House; but as soon as
possible we again returned to our labor with rertewgor.

| had noticed that the salt crystals had for theise a species of gypsum, which | knew might
be made of great service to us in our building apens as plaster.

As an experiment, | broke off some pieces, andyraftibjecting them to great heat, reduced
them to powder. The plaster this formed with watas smooth and white, and as | had then no
particular use to which | might put it, | plaster@eer some of the herring casks, that | might be
perfectly certain that all air was excluded. Theaender of the casks I left as they were, for |
presently intended to preserve their contents bgkemgy. To do this, the boys and | built a
small hut of reeds and branches, and then we swungerrings on lines across the roof. On
the floor we lit a great fire of brushwood and mashkich threw out a dense smoke, curling in
volumes round the fish, and they in a few days sekeperfectly cured.

About a month after the appearance of the herringswere favored by a visit from other

shoals of fish. Jack espied them first, and caiteds that a lot of young whales were off the
coast. We ran down and discovered the bay appgrendrming with great sturgeon, salmon,
and trout, all making for the mouth of Jackal Rjudiat they might ascend it and deposit their
spawn among the stones.

Jack was delighted at his discovery.

"Here are proper fish!" he exclaimed; "none of ypaltry fry. How do you preserve these sorts
of fish? Potted, salted, or smoked?"

"Not so fast,” said I, "not so fast; tell me hovweyhare to be caught, and | will tell you how they
are to be cooked."

"Oh! I'll catch them fast enough," he replied, aladted off to Rock House.

While | was still puzzling my brains as to how bsifd set to work, he returned with his fishing
apparatus in hand; a bow and arrow, and a balliokt

At the arrow-head he had fastened a barbed spikehad secured the arrow to the end of the
string. Armed with this weapon, he advanced tariver's edge.

His arrow flew from the bow, and, to my surprisieek one of the largest fish in the side.

"Help, father, help!" he cried, as the great fistteld off, carrying arrow and all with it; "help!
or he will pull me into the water."
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"Help! or hewill pull meinto the water"

I ran to his assistance, and together we struggkt the finny monster. He pulled
tremendously, and lashed the water around him;wautheld the cord fast, and he had no
chance of escape. Weaker and weaker grew his #&gjgand, at length, exhausted by his
exertions and loss of blood, he allowed us to diawashore.

He was a noble prize, and Fritz and Ernest, whoecamjust as we completed his capture,
were quite envious of Jack's success. Not to bendlednd, they eagerly rushed off for
weapons themselves.

We were soon all in the water, Fritz with a harpoémest with a rod and line, and | myself,
armed, like Neptune, with an iron trident, or m@mperly speaking, perhaps, a pitchfork.
Soon the shore was strewn with a goodly humbehefiinest fish—monster after monster we
drew to land. At length Fritz, after harpooningraaj sturgeon full eight feet long, could not
get the fish ashore; we all went to his assistamgeour united efforts were unavailing.

"The buffalo!" proposed my wife, and off went Jaick Storm. Storm was harnessed to the
harpoon rope, and soon the monstrous fish lay pguotn the sand.

We at length, when we had captured as many fisiweasould possibly utilize, set about
cleaning and preparing their flesh. Some we satethe we dried like the herrings, some we
treated like the tunny of the Mediterranean—we greg them in oil. Of the roe of the sturgeon
| decided to form caviare, the great Russian disiemoved from it all the membranes by
which it is surrounded, washed it in vinegar, shltepressed out all the moisture caused by the

9/4/201:



Page92 of 19¢

wet-absorbing properties of the salt, packed ismmall barrels, and stowed it away in our
storehouse.

| knew that of the sturgeon's bladder the besglass is made, so carefully collecting the air
bladders from all those we had killed, | washedrtrend hung them up to stiffen. The outer
coat or membrane | then peeled off, cutting theaiader into strips, technically called staples.
These staples | placed in an iron pot over the éinel when they had been reduced to a proper
consistency | strained off the glue through a clelath, and spread it out on a slab of stone in
thin layers, letting them remain until they werey.diThe substance | thus obtained was
beautifully transparent, and promised to servenaaxaellent substitute for glass in our window
-frames.

Fortunately, in this beautiful climate little or mbtention was necessary to the kitchen garden,
the seeds sprang up and flourished without apdgréna slightest regard for the time or season
of the year. Peas, beans, wheat, barley, rye, adidri corn seemed constantly ripe, while
cucumbers, melons, and all sorts of other vegetabtew luxuriantly. The success of our
garden at Tentholm encouraged me to hope that mpgriement at Falconhurst had not failed,
and one morning we started to visit the spot.

As we passed by the field from which the potatoed been dug, we found it covered with
barley, wheat, rye, and peas in profusion.

| turned to the mother in amazement.
"Where has this fine crop sprung from?" said I.

"From the earth," she replied laughing, "where Erand | sowed the seed | brought from the
wreck. The ground was ready tilled by you and thgsb all we had to do was to scatter the
seed."

| was delighted at the sight, and it augured wellhought, for the success of my maize
plantation. We hurried to the field. The crop hadeed grown well, and, what was more,
appeared to be duly appreciated. A tremendous flotkeathered thieves rose as we
approached. Among them Fritz espied a few ruffemligge, and, quick as thought, unhooding
his eagle, he started him off in chase, then spaimigis onager and followed at full gallop. His
noble bird marked out the finest grouse, and, sgatigh above it, stooped and bore his prey to
the ground. Fritz was close at hand, and sprintingugh the bushes he saved the bird from
death, hooded the eagle's eyes, and returned tnamty. Jack had not stood idle, for slipping
his pet, Fangs, he had started him among somesquhd remained upon the field, and to my
surprise the jackal secured some dozen of the,bmaisging them faithfully to his master's
feet.

We then turned our steps toward Falconhurst, wiaeravere refreshed by a most delicious
drink the mother prepared for us: the stems ofyineng Indian corn, crushed, strained, and
mixed with water and the juice of the sugar-cane.

We then made preparations for an excursion theviatig day, for | wished to establish a sort
of semi-civilized farm at some distance from Faloarst, where we might place some of our
animals, which had become too numerous with ouitdisnmeans to supply them with food. In
the large cart, to which we harnessed the buffada, and ass, we placed a dozen fowls, four
young pigs, two couple of sheep, and as many gaatsa pair of hens and one cock grouse.
Fritz led the way on his onager, and by a new tmeKorced a passage through the woods and
tall grasses toward Cape Disappointment.

The difficult march was at length over, and we ayedrfrom the forest upon a large plain
covered with curious little bushes; the branchethese little shrubs and the ground about them
were covered with pure white flakes.

"Snow! snow!" exclaimed Franz. "Oh, mother, com&vddrom the cart and play snowballs.
This is jolly; much better than the ugly rain."
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| was not surprised at the boy's mistake, for iddiéne flakes did look like snow; but before |

could express my opinion, Fritz declared that taatomust be a kind of dwarf cotton tree. We
approached nearer and found he was right—softviioel inclosed in pods, and still hanging

on the bushes or lying on the ground, aboundedenyedirection. We had indeed discovered
this valuable plant. The mother was charmed; aridegimg a great quantity in three capacious
bags, we resumed our journey.

Crossing the cotton field we ascended a pretty wdddgill. The view from the summit was
glorious: luxuriant grass at our feet stretchingvdahe hillside, dotted here and there with
shady trees, among which gushed down a sparklingkbrwhile below lay the rich green
forest, with the sea beyond.

What better situation could we hope to find for ewew farm? Pasture, water, shade, and
shelter, all were here.

We pitched our tent, built our fireplace, and legvthe mother to prepare our repast, Fritz and
| selected a spot for the erection of our shed.séé found a group of trees so situated that the
trunks would serve as posts for our intended bagidirhither we carried all our tools, and then,
as the day was far advanced, enjoyed our suppérlagndown upon most comfortable beds,
which the mother had prepared for us with the cotto

The group of trees we had selected was exacthgdtat our purpose, for it formed a regular
rectilinear figure, the greatest side of which thé¢ke sea. | cut deep mortices in the trunks
about ten feet from the ground, and again ten Hegter up to form a second story. In these
mortices | inserted beams, thus forming a framewviorkmy building, and then, making a roof
of laths, | overlaid it with bark, which | strippdbm a neighboring tree, and fixed with acacia
thorns, and which would effectually shoot off amyaunt of rain.

While clearing up the scraps of bark and other istbbor fuel for our fire, | noticed a peculiar

smell, and stooping down | picked up pieces oflthik, some of which, to my great surprise, |
found was that of the terebinth tree, and thetresttof the American fir. The goats, too, made
an important discovery among the same heap, fofowed them busily rooting out pieces of

cinnamon, a most delicious and aromatic spice.

"From the fir," said | to the boys, "we get turpeetand tar, and thus it is that the fir tree
becomes such a valuable article of commerce. Smaelook forward to preparing pitch for

our yacht, with tar and oil, you know, and cartage, too, with tar and fat. | do not know that
you will equally appreciate the terebinth tree;uangissues from incisions in the bark which
hardens in the sun, and becomes as transparemlss;avhen burned it gives forth a most
delicious perfume, and when dissolved in spiritswhe, forms a beautiful transparent
varnish."

The completion of our new farmhouse occupied uers\days; we wove strong lianas and
other creepers together to form the walls to thghteof about six feet; the rest, up to the roof,
we formed merely of a lattice-work of laths to atlbwth air and light. Within we divided the
house into three parts; one subdivided into stalighe animals; a second fitted with perches
for the birds, and a third, simply furnished withr@ugh table and benches, to serve as a
sleeping apartment for ourselves, when we shoualtlifinecessary to pay the place a visit. In a
short time the dwelling was most comfortably arechgand as we daily filled the feeding
troughs with the food the animals best liked, tsBgwed no inclination to desert the spot we
had chosen for them.

Yet, hard as we had worked, we found that the grons we had brought with us would be
exhausted before we could hope to be able to Ida/éarm. | therefore dispatched Jack and
Fritz for fresh supplies.

During their absence, Ernest and | made a shorirsixm in the neighborhood, that we might
know more exactly the character of the country earfarm.
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Passing over a brook which flowed toward the whaliozks, we reached a large marsh, and as
we walked round it, | noticed with delight thatnas covered with the rice plant growing wild
in the greatest profusion. Here and there only wieeee any ripe plants, and from these rose a
number of ruffed grouse, at which both Ernest aled fly. Two fell, and Fangs, who was with
us, brought them to our feet. As we advanced, Kekiygped from the back of his steed Juno
and began to regale himself on some fruit, at atshistance off; we followed the little animal
and found him devouring delicious strawberries. iHgwenjoyed the fruit ourselves, we filled
the hamper Knips always carried, and secured thé flom his pilfering paws with leaves
fixed firmly down.

| then took a sample of the rice seeds to shownibiner, and we continued our journey.

Presently we reached the borders of the prettyydkeh we had seen beyond the swamp. The
nearer aspect of its calm blue waters greatly chdrus, and still more so the sight of numbers
of black swans, disporting themselves on the glassface, in which their stately forms and
graceful movements were reflected as in a mirrowds delightful to watch these splendid
birds, old and young swimming together in the padanjoyment of life, seeking their food,
and pursuing one another playfully in the water.

| could not think of breaking in upon their happgautiful existence by firing among them, but

our dog Juno was by no means so considerate;lfat ahce | heard a plunge, and saw her drag
out of the water a most peculiar-looking creats@mnething like a small otter, but not above

twenty-two inches in length, which she would hasetto pieces had we not hurried up and

taken it from her.

This curious little animal was of a soft, dark browolor, the fur being of a lighter shade under
the body; its feet were furnished with large claasg also completely webbed, the head small,
with deeply set eyes and ears, and terminatingoiroad flat bill like that of a duck.

This singularity seemed to us so droll that we Hatlghed heartily, feeling at the same time
much puzzled to know what sort of animal it coutbgibly be. For want of a better, we gave it
the name of the "Beast with a Bill," and Ernestingly undertook to carry it, that it might be
stuffed and kept as a curiosity.

After this we returned to the farm, thinking ourseengers might soon arrive, and sure enough,
in about a quarter of an hour Fritz and Jack mhde appearance at a brisk trot, and gave a
circumstantial account of their mission.

| was pleased to see that they had fulfilled tledters intelligently, carrying out my intentions
in the spirit and not blindly to the letter.

Next morning we quitted the farm (which we namedddiands), after providing amply for the
wants of the animals, sheep, goats, and poultrghwvie left there.

Shortly afterward, on entering a wood, we fountertanted by an enormous number of apes,
who instantly assailed us with showers of fir-conettering hideous and angry cries, and

effectually checking our progress, until we putnth® flight by a couple of shots, which not a

little astonished their weak minds.

Fritz picked up some of their missiles, and showtimgm to me, | recognized the cone of the
stone-pine.

"By all means gather some of these cones, boysl"l,s&ou will find the kernel has a pleasant
taste, like almonds, and from it we can, by pragsobtain an excellent oil. Therefore | should
like to carry some home with us."

A hill, which seemed to promise a good view fromstmmit, next attracted my notice, and, on
climbing it, we were more than repaid for the eixertoy the extensive and beautiful prospect
which lay spread before our eyes. The situatioogather was so agreeable, that here also |
resolved to make a settlement, to be visited oona#ly, and, after resting awhile and talking
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the matter over, we set to work to build a cottageh as we had lately finished at Woodlands.
Our experience there enabled us to proceed quweith/the work, and in a few days the rustic
abode was completed, and received, by Ernest'sehibie grand name of Prospect Hill.

My chief object in undertaking this expedition Hagkn to discover some tree from whose bark
| could hope to make a useful light boat or camtitherto | had met with none at all fit for my
purpose, but, not despairing of success, | begdienwhe cottage was built, to examine
carefully the surrounding woods, and, after corrsibie trouble, came upon two magnificent,
tall, straight trees, the bark of which seemed sbhmeg like that of the birch. Selecting one
whose trunk was, to a great height, free from diaacwe attached to one of the lower of the
boughs the rope ladder we had with us, and Frizereding it, cut the bark through in a circle;
| did the same at the foot of the tree, and themmfbetween the circle we took a narrow
perpendicular slip of bark entirely out, so that eaild introduce the proper tools by which
gradually to loosen and raise the main part, stinafly to separate it from the tree uninjured
and entire. This we found possible, because thk Wwas moist and flexible. Great care and
exertion was necessary, as the bark became detaohsgpport it, until the whole was ready to
be let gently down upon the grass. This seemecat gichievement; but our work was by no
means ended, nor could we venture to desist froomtil, while the material was soft and
pliable, we had formed it into the shape we dedioedhe canoe.

In order to do this, | cut a long triangular piemét of each end of the roll, and, placing the
sloping parts one over the other, | drew the entts & pointed form and secured them with
pegs and glue.

This successful proceeding had, however, wideneddat, and made it too flat in the middle,
so that it was necessary to put ropes round it, tayiden them until the proper shape was
restored, before we could allow it to dry in th@su

This being all I could do without a greater variefytools, | determined to complete my work
in a more convenient situation, and forthwith dispad Fritz and Jack with orders to bring the
sledge (which now ran on wheels taken from guniages), that the canoe might be
transported direct to the vicinity of the harboifantholm.

During their absence | fortunately found some woadurally curved, just suited for ribs to
support and strengthen the sides of the boat.

When the two lads returned with the sledge, it Wa® to rest for the night; but with early
dawn we were again busily at work.

The sledge was loaded with the new boat, and dvag/tlse we could pack into it, and we
turned our steps homeward, finding the greatedicdify, however, in getting our vehicle
through the woods. We crossed the bamboo swampewhait a fine mast for my boat, and
came at length to a small opening or defile inridge of rocks, where a little torrent rushed
from its source down into the larger stream beytmde we determined to make a halt, in order
to erect a great earth wall across the narrow gostpech, being thickly planted with prickly
pear, Indian fig, and every thorny bush we couhd fiwould in time form an effectual barrier
against the intrusion of wild beasts, the cliffsnige to the best of our belief, in every other part
inaccessible. For our own convenience we retainechal winding-path through this barrier,
concealing and defending it with piles of branchesd thorns, and also we contrived a light
drawbridge over the stream, so that we renderedpéiss altogether a very strong position,
should we ever have to act on the defensive.

This work occupied two days, and continuing on way, we were glad to rest at Falconhurst
before arriving (quite tired and worn out) at Tetth.

It took some time to recruit our strength aftestling and fatiguing expedition, and then we
vigorously resumed the task of finishing the canidee arrangements, | flattered myself, were
carried out in a manner quite worthy of a shipderj a mast, sails, and paddles were fitted, but
my final touch, although | prized it highly and swfered it a grand and original idea, would no
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doubt have excited only ridicule and contempt hdmken seen by a naval man. My contrivance
was this: | had a couple of large air-tight bagslenaf the skins of the dog-fish, well tarred and
pitched, inflated, and made fast on each side efbbat, just above the level of the water.
These floats, however much she might be loaded|dmeffectually prevent either the sinking
or capsizing of my craft.

| may as well relate in this place what | omitteédhe time of its occurrence. During the rainy
season our cow presented us with a bull-calf, &ad there might never be any difficulty in
managing him, | at a very early age pierced hisenasd placed a short stick in it, to be
exchanged for a ring when he was old enough. Tlestgpn now came to be, who should be his
master, and to what should we train him?

"Why not teach him," said Fritz, "to fight the wikhimals, and defend us, like the fighting
bulls of the Hottentots? That would be really uiéfu

"l am sure | should much prefer a gentle bull faighting one!" exclaimed his mother; "but do
you mean to say tame oxen can be taught to aohedlly on the defensive?"

"l can but repeat what | have heard or read,” e€plj "as regards the race of Hottentots who
inhabit the south of Africa, among all sorts ofdvéind ferocious animals.

"The wealth of these people consists solely inrthecks and herds, and, for their protection,
they train their bulls to act as guards.

"These courageous animals keep the rest from styaway, and when danger threatens, they
give instant notice of it, drive the herd togetirera mass, the calves and young cows being
placed in the center; around them the bulls arahgtoxen make a formidable circle with their
horned heads turned to the front, offering deteehiresistance to the fiercest foe.

"These fighting bulls will even sometimes rush wdtieadful bellowing to meet the enemy; and
should it be a mighty lion or other strong and migrmonster, sacrifice their own lives in
defense of the herd.

"It is said that formerly, when Hottentot tribes ageavar on one another, it was not unusual to
place a troop of these stout-hearted warriors envidin of the little army, when their heroism
led to decisive victory on one side or the other.

"But,"” continued I, "although I can see you aredalighted with my description of these fine,
warlike animals, | think we had better train thisupgster to be a peaceable bull. Who is to
have charge of him?"

Ernest thought it would be more amusing to tragwrhonkey than a calf. Jack, with the buffalo
and his hunting jackal, had quite enough on hislkaRritz was content with the onager. Their
mother was voted mistress of the old gray donkeyd Amyself being superintendent-in-chief
of the whole establishment of animals, there reetionly little Franz to whose special care
the calf could be committed.

"What say you, my boy—uwill you undertake to lookeatfthis little fellow?"

"Oh, yes, father!" he replied. "Once you told meaba strong man, | think his nhame was
Milo, and he had a tiny calf, and he used to cdrgbout everywhere. It grew bigger and
bigger, but still he carried it often, till at lalsé grew so strong that when it was quite a great
big ox, he could lift it as easily as ever. And you see, if | take care of our wee calf and teach
it to do what | like, perhaps when it grows bighbH still be able to manage it, and then—oh,
papa—do you think | might ride upon it?"

| smiled at the child's simplicity, and his funrgpéication of the story of Milo of Crotona.

"The calf shall be yours, my boy. Make him as taasg/ou can, and we will see about letting
you mount him some day; but remember, he will lgremt bull long before you are nearly a
man. Now, what will you call him?"
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"Shall | call him Grumble, father? Hear what a lowttering noise he makes!"

"Grumble will do famously."
"Grumble, Grumble. Oh, it beats your buffalo's narodow, Jack!"

"Not a bit,"” said he; "why, you can't compare the tnames. Fancy mother saying, 'Here
comes Franz on Grumble, but Jack riding on thengtadh, it sounds sublime!”

We named the two puppies Bruno and Fawn, and sedethis important domestic business.

For two months we worked steadily at our salt-cameprder to complete the necessary
arrangement of partition walls, so as to put th@me and stalls for the animals in comfortable
order for the next long rainy season, during whiiche, when other work would be at a
standstill, we could carry on many minor detailstfee improvement of the abode.

We leveled the floors first with clay; then spregrdvel mixed with melted gypsum over that,
producing a smooth, hard surface, which did veryl fee most of the apartments; but | was
ambitious of having one or two carpets and set abwaking a kind of felt in the following
way:

| spread out a large piece of sailcloth, and cavérequally all over with a strong liquid, made
of glue and isinglass, which saturated it thoroygfln it we then laid wool and hair from the
sheep and goats, which had been carefully cleanegeepared, and rolled and beat it until it
adhered tolerably smoothly to the cloth. Finallypécame, when perfectly dry, a covering for
the floor of our sitting room by no means to bepilssd.

One morning, just after these labors at the saltoaere completed, happening to awake
unusually early, | turned my thoughts, as | laytimgi for sunrise, to considering what length of
time we had now passed on this coast, and discyveyemy surprise, that the very next day
would be the anniversary of our escape from thekvr®ly heart swelled with gratitude to the
gracious God, who had then granted us deliveraarakever since had loaded us with benefits;
and | resolved to set to-morrow apart as a dayhahksgiving, in joyful celebration of the
occasion.

My mind was full of indefinite plans when | rosejdathe day's work began as usual. | took
care that everything should be cleaned, cleared,seh in order both outside and inside our
dwelling; none, however, suspecting that there aras particular object in view. Other more

private preparations | also made for the next @éaysupper | made the coming event known to
the assembled family.

"Good people, do you know that to-morrow is a v@ryat and important day? We shall have to
keep it in honor of our merciful escape to thidlaand call it Thanksgiving-Day."

Everyone was surprised to hear that we had alrémdy twelve months in the country—
indeed, my wife believed | might be mistaken, urntishowed her how | had calculated
regularly ever since the 31st of January, on whah we were wrecked, by marking off in my
almanac the Sundays as they arrived for the renmeleven months of that year.

"Since then,"” | added, "I have counted thirty-og« This is the 1st of February. We landed
on the 2d, therefore to-morrow is the anniversdrthe day of our escape. As my bookseller
has not sent me an almanac for the present yeanusehenceforth reckon for ourselves."

"Oh, that will be good fun for us,"” said Ernest. éwhust have a long stick, like Robinson
Crusoe, and cut a notch in it every day, and ctherh up every now and then, to see how the
weeks and months and years go by."

"That is all very well, if you know for certain theumber of days in each month, and in the
year. What do you say, Ernest?"

"The year contains 365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes4& seconds,” returned he promptly.

9/4/201:



Page98 of 19¢

"Perfectly correct!" said I, smiling; "but you wallget in a mess with those spare hours,
minutes, and seconds in a year or two, wouldn'®you

"Not at all! Every four years | would add them tlether, make a day, stick it into February,
and call that year leap year."

"Well done, Professor Ernest! We must elect yowasimer royal in this our kingdom, and let
you superintend and regulate everything conneciddtive lapse of time, clocks and watches
included.”

Before they went to sleep, | could hear my boysspiing among themselves, about "father's
mysterious allusions” to next day's festival angioengs; but | offered no explanations, and

went to sleep, little guessing that the rogues laatla counter-plot, far more surprising than

my simple plan for their diversion.

Nothing less than roar of artillery startled menfrsleep at daybreak next morning. | sprang up
and found my wife as much alarmed as | was by thisen otherwise | should have been
inclined to believe it fancy.

"Fritz! dress quickly and come with me!" cried Wyhing to his hammock. Lo, it was empty!
neither he nor Jack were to be seen.

Altogether bewildered, | was hastily dressing, whiegir voices were heard, and they rushed in
shouting:

"Hurrah! didn't we rouse you with a right good tdenng salute?"

But perceiving at a glance that we had been sdyi@larmed, Fritz hastened to apologize for
the thoughtless way in which they had sought tthalmor to the Day of Thanksgiving, without
considering that an unexpected cannon-shot woattlesus unpleasantly from our slumbers.

We readily forgave the authors of our alarm, insideration of the good intention which had
prompted the deed, and, satisfied that the dayahdehst been duly inaugurated, we all went
quietly to breakfast.

Afterward we sat together for a long time, enjoythg calm beauty of the morning, and talking
of all that had taken place on the memorable déyiseostorm a year ago; for | desired that the
awful events of that time should live in the remeante of my children with a deepening

sense of gratitude for our deliverance. Thereforatl aloud passages from my journal, as well
as many beautiful verses from the Psalms, expresdijoyful praise and thanksgiving, so that

even the youngest among us was impressed and spéirat the recollections of escape from
a terrible death, and also led to bless and pthes@eame of the Lord our Deliverer.

Dinner followed shortly after this happy servicedal then announced for the afternoon a
"Grand Display of Athletic Sports,” in which | angy wife were to be spectators and judges.

"Father, what a grand idea!"
"Oh, how jolly! Are we to run races?"
"And prizes! Will there be prizes, father?"

"The judges offer prizes for competition in eveoytof manly exercise,"” replied I. "Shooting,
running, riding, leaping, climbing, swimming; wellhave an exhibition of your skill in all.
Now for it!"

"Trumpeters! sound for the opening of the lists."”

Uttering these last words in a stentorian voice aitdly waving my arms toward a shady spot,
where the ducks and geese were quietly restingtiHeadbsurd effect | intended.

9/4/201:



Page9s of 19¢

Up they all started in a fright, gabbling and quagkloudly, to the infinite amusement of the
children, who began to bustle about in eager pegjgaus for the contest, and begging to know
with what they were to begin.

"Let us have shooting first, and the rest whenhisat of the day declines. Here is a mark | have
got ready for you," said I, producing a board rdughaped like a kangaroo, and of about the
size of one. This target was admired, but Jackdcoat rest satisfied till he had added ears, and
a long leather strap for a tail.

It was then fixed in the attitude most characteriet the creature, and the distance for firing
measured off. Each of the three competitors wéisedwice.

Fritz hit the kangaroo's head each time; Ernegthiitbody once; and Jack, by a lucky chance,
shot the ears clean away from the head, whichréésed a shout of laughter.

A second trial with pistols ensued, in which Fatzain came off victor.

Then desiring the competitors to load with smaditshthrew a little board as high as | possibly
could up in the air, each in turn aiming at andeawbring to hit it before it touched the ground.

In this | found to my surprise that the sedate Errsicceeded quite as well as his more
impetuous brother Fritz.

As for Jack, his flying board escaped wholly unieplt

After this followed archery, which I liked to enaage, foreseeing that a time might come
when ammunition would fail; and in this practiceaw with pleasure that my elder sons were
really skillful, while even little Franz acquittddmself well.

A pause ensued, and then | started a running match.

Fritz, Ernest, and Jack were to run to Falconhbgsthe most direct path. The first to reach the
tree was to bring me, in proof of his success, rikpiée | had accidentally left on the table in
my sleeping room.

At a given signal, away went the racers in findestyritz and Jack, putting forth all their
powers, took the lead at once, running in advamégamest, who started at a good, steady pace,
which | predicted he would be better able to mamtiaan such a furious rate as his brothers.

But long before we expected to see them back,rmaeindous noise of galloping caused us to
look with surprise toward the bridge, and Jack miaideappearance, thundering along on his
buffalo, with the onager and the donkey tearingrdfim riderless, and the whole party in the
wildest spirits.

"Hullo! cried I, "what sort of footrace do you t#his, Master Jack?"

He shouted merrily as he dashed up to us; thegiffighhimself off and saluting us in a playful
way:

"l very soon saw," said he, "that | hadn't a chasoerenouncing all idea of the prize, | caught
Storm, and made him gallop home with me, to bametto see the others come puffing in.
Lightfoot and old Grizzle chose to join me—I neverited them!"

By and by the other boys arrived, Ernest holdinghgknife in token of being the winner; and
after hearing all particulars about the runningj #rat he had reached Falconhurst two minutes
before Fritz, we proceeded to test the climbing @evof the youthful athletes.

In this exercise Jack performed wonders. He asckmdth remarkable agility the highest
palms whose stems he could clasp. And when hemptheshark-skin buskins, which enabled
him to take firm hold of larger trees, he playetianlike a squirrel or a monkey, peeping and
grinning at us, at first on one side of the stenal gnen on the other, in a most diverting way.
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Fritz and Ernest climbed well, but could not coneamthe grace and skill of their active and
lively young brother.

Riding followed, and marvelous feats were perforpteitz and Jack proving themselves very
equal in their management of their different steeds

| thought the riding was over, when little Franpeagred from the stable in the cave, leading
young Grumble, the bull-calf, by a bridle passedtigh his nose ring.

The child saluted us with a pretty little air oinfimence, exclaiming:

"Now, most learned judges, prepare to see sometjuitg new and wonderful! The great bull-
tamer, Milo of Crotona, desires the honor of eximigi before you."

Then taking a whip, and holding the end of a longdc he made the animal, at the word of
command, walk, trot, and gallop in a circle rour.h

He afterward mounted, and showed off Grumble's sdraeawkward paces.

The sports were concluded by swimming matches,tia@atompetitors found a plunge in salt
water very refreshing after their varied exertions.

Fritz showed himself a master in the art. At homahe element, no movement betokened
either exertion or weariness.

Ernest exhibited too much anxiety and effort, whikek was far too violent and hasty, and
soon became exhausted.

Franz gave token of future skill.

By this time, as it was getting late, we returneaddr dwelling, the mother having preceded us
in order to make arrangements for the ceremonyiné{giving.

We found her seated in great state, with the pgeesut by her side.

The boys marched in, pretending to play variousumsents in imitation of a band, and then all
four, bowing respectfully, stood before her, like tvictors in a tournament of old, awaiting the
reward of valor from the Queen of Beauty, which bastowed with a few words of praise and
encouragement.

Fritz, to his immense delight, received, as theeifor shooting and swimming, a splendid
double-barreled rifle, and a beautiful hunting-knif

To Ernest, as winner of the running match, wasrgewéandsome gold watch.

For climbing and riding, Jack had a pair of silpé&ated spurs, and a riding whip, both of which
gave him extraordinary pleasure.

Franz received a pair of stirrups, and a drivingpwhade of rhinoceros hide, which we thought
would be of use to him in the character of bullrtea.

When the ceremony was supposed to be over, | addaaod solemnly presented to my wife a
lovely work-box, filled with every imaginable regqement for a lady's work-table, which she
accepted with equal surprise and delight.

The whole entertainment afforded the boys suchsdepleasure, and their spirits rose to such
a pitch, that nothing would serve them but anotavo of artillery, in order to close with
befitting dignity and honor so great a day. Theyeggane no peace till they had leave to
squander some gunpowder, and then at last thelredxtzelings seeming relieved, we were
able to sit down to supper; shortly afterward wagd in family worship and retired to rest.

Soon after the great festival of our grand ThankegiDay | recollected that it was now the
time when, the figs at Falconhurst being ripe, imageflocks of ortolans and wild pigeons
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were attracted thither, and as we had found thossepved last year of the greatest use among
our stores of winter provisions, | would not mise topportunity of renewing our stock; and
therefore, laying aside the building work, we reedwvith all speed to our home in the tree,
where sure enough we found the first detachmetiteobirds already busy with the fruit.

In order to spare ammunition, | resolved to con@strong sort of birdlime, of which | had
read in some account of the Palm Islanders, whoenita@f fresh caoutchouc mixed with oil,
and of so good a quality that it has been knoweatoh even peacocks and turkeys.

Fritz and Jack were therefore dispatched to coflente fresh caoutchouc from the trees, and as
this involved a good gallop on Storm and Lightfdabgy, nothing loth, set off.

They took a supply of calabashes, in which to btimg gum, and we found it high time to
manufacture a fresh stock of these useful veskelas beginning to propose an expedition to
the Gourd-tree Wood, regretting the time it wold#tet to go such a distance, when my wife
reminded me of her plantation near the potato field

There to our joy we found that all the plants wémairishing, and crops of gourds and
pumpkins, in all stages of ripeness, covered tbaryt.

Selecting a great number suited to our purposehagtened home, and began the manufacture
of basins, dishes, plates, flasks, and spoond sebdk and sizes, with even greater success than
before.

When the riders returned with the caoutchouc, tireyght several novelties besides.

A crane, for example, shot by Fritz, and an animlaich they called a marmot, but which to
me seemed much more like a badger.

Aniseed, turpentine, and wax berries for candlesy thad also collected, and a curious root
which they introduced by the name of the monkeytpla

"And pray wherefore 'monkey plant,’ may | ask?"

"Well, for this reason, father,” answered Fritz:€"@ame upon an open space in the forest near
Woodlands, and perceived a troop of monkeys, apggrengaged, as Jack said, in cultivating
the soil! Being curious to make out what they watewe tied up the dogs, as well as Storm
and Lightfoot, and crept near enough to see tleaties were most industriously grubbing up
and eating roots. This they did in a way that neahloked us with laughter, for when the root
was rather hard to pull up, and the leaves were dfft they seized it firmly in their teeth, and
flung themselves fairly heels-over-head in the muodicrous fashion you ever saw, and up
came the root, unable to resist the leverage! Ofssowe wanted to see what this dainty morsel
was like, so we loosed the dogs, and the apesedeart double quick, leaving plenty of the
roots about. We tasted them, and thought themmnesy Will you try one?"

The plant was quite new to me, but | imagined igmibe what is called in China "ginseng,"
and there prized and valued beyond everything.children being curious to hear more about
this ginseng, | continued:

"In China it is considered so strengthening andledmme that it is used as a sort of universal
medicine, being supposed to prolong human life.

"The emperor alone has the right to permit it taghéhered, and guards are placed round land
where it grows.

"Ginseng is to be found in Tartary, and has labelgn discovered in Canada; it is cultivated in
Pennsylvania, because the Americans introduce dreg into China as smuggled
merchandise."”

Fritz then continued:
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"After this we went on to Woodlands; but mercy a1 what a confusion the place was in!
Everything smashed or torn, and covered with muti dirt; the fowls terrified, the sheep and
goats scattered, the contents of the rooms dadiwd as if a whirlwind had swept through the
house."

"What!" | exclaimed, while my wife looked horrifieégt the news, conjuring up in her
imagination hordes of savages who would soon camday waste Falconhurst and Tentholm
as well as Woodlands. "How can that have happebédiyou discover the authors of all this
mischief!"

"Oh," said Jack, "it was easy to see that thosadivé monkeys had done it all. First they must
have got into the yards and sheds, and huntedtihle find creatures about; and then | dare say
the cunning rascals put a little monkey in at s@m&ll opening, and bid him unfasten the
shutters—you know what nimble fingers they haveerlof course the whole posse of them
swarmed into our nice tidy cottage and skylarkethwwvery single thing they could lay paws
on, till perhaps they got hungry all at once, aethbught them of the 'ginseng,' as you call it,
out in the woods yonder, where we found them sy beseshing themselves, the mischievous
villains!"

"While we were gazing at all this ruin in a sorth®wilderment,” pursued Fritz, "we heard a
sound of rushing wings and strange ringing crisspfamultitudes of birds passing high above
us, and looking up we perceived them flying quickiya wedge-shaped flock at a great height
in the air. They began gradually to descend, taknegdirection of the lake, and separated into
a number of small detachments, which followed laray, straight line, and at a slower rate, the
movements of the leaders, who appeared to be exagrtime neighborhood. We could now see
what large birds they must be, but dared not showsedves or follow them, lest they should

take alarm.

"Presently, and with one accord, they quickened thetion, just as if the band had begun to
play a quick march after a slow one, and rapidlycdaded to earth in a variety of lively ways,
and near enough for us to see that they must pesra

"Some alighted at once, while others hovered sgaytiover them. Many darted to the ground,
and, just touching it, would soar again upward waitstrong but somewhat heavy flight.

"After gamboling in this way for a time, the whotaultitude, as though at the word of
command, alighted on the rice fields, and begdrdset on the fresh grain.

"We thought now was our time to get a shot at tla@es, and cautiously approached; but they
were too cunning to let themselves be surprised,va® came unexpectedly upon their out-
posts or sentinels, who instantly sprang into the wtering loud, trumpet-like cries, upon
which the whole flock arose and followed them wathush like a sudden squall of wind. We
were quite startled, and it was useless to atteargdtot; but unwilling to miss the chance of
securing at least one of the birds, | hastily urdeabmy eagle, and threw him into the air.

"With a piercing cry he soared away high above th#dmn shot downward like an arrow,
causing wild confusion among the cranes. The oniehwthe eagle attacked sought to defend
itself; a struggle followed, and they came togetbehe ground not far from where we stood.

"Hastening forward, to my grief | found the beauititrane already dead. The eagle, luckily
unhurt, was rewarded with a small pigeon from mynegbag.

"After this we went back to Woodlands, got somgémtine and a bag of rice—and set off for
home."

Fritz's interesting story being ended, and suppady, we made trial of the new roots, and
found them very palatable, either boiled or stewib&; monkey plant, however, if it really

proved to be the ginseng of the Chinese, wouldiredo be used with caution, being of an
aromatic and heating nature.
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We resolved to transplant a supply of both rootsuiokitchen garden.

CHAPTER X

THE WAR WITH THE APES—OUR HOME IN THE SALT PALACE

On the following morning we were early astir; arelsoon as breakfast was over, we went
regularly to work with the birdlime. The tough, &sive mixture of caoutchouc, oil, and
turpentine turned out well.

The boys brought rods, which | smeared over, andentkem place among the upper branches,
where the fruit was plentiful, and the birds masgregated.

The prodigious number of the pigeons, far beyomdehof last year, reminded me that we had
not then, as now, witnessed their arrival at tfeding-places, but had seen only the last body
of the season, a mere party of stragglers, compgardee masses which now weighed down the
branches of all the trees in the neighborhood.

The sweet acorns of the evergreen oaks were alsonped; large flocks were there
congregated; and from the state of the ground uthdetrees it was evident that at night they
roosted on the branches. Seeing this, | deternimetbke a raid upon them by torchlight, after
the manner of the colonists in Virginia.

Meantime, the birdlime acted well: the pigeons Hdiigg, stuck fast. The more they fluttered
and struggled, the more completely were they besthwhith the tenacious mixture, and at
length, with piteous cries, fell to the ground, treg the sticks with them. The birds were then
removed, fresh lime spread, and the snare set.again

The boys quickly became able to carry on the woitkaut my assistance; so, leaving it to
them, | went to prepare torches, with pine wood tangentine, for the night attack.

Jack presently brought a very pretty pigeon, uniiierest, to show me, as he felt unwilling to

kill it; and seeing that it must be one of our oBuropean breed, which we wished to preserve
until their numbers greatly increased, | took tlebling captive, and gently cleansed its feet
and wings with oil and ashes from the stiff, stickgss with which it was bedaubed, placing it
then in a wicker cage, and telling Jack to bringang others like it which were caught. This he

did; and we secured several pairs, greatly to nigfaation, as having necessarily let them go
free when we landed, they had become quite wildwedlerived no advantage from them:

whereas now we would have a cot, and pigeon-pienexes we liked.

When evening drew on, we set out for the wood odefvacorns, provided merely with long
bamboo canes, torches, and canvas sacks.

These weapons appeared very curious and insufficeerthe children; but their use was
speedily apparent; for darkness having come upoalmsst before we reached the wood, |
lighted the torches, and perceived, as | expedtet, every branch was thickly laden with
ortolans and wild pigeons, who were roosting ther@mazing numbers.

Suddenly aroused by the glare of light, confusioaevpiled among the terrified birds, who
fluttered helplessly through the branches, dazaed bewildered, and many falling, even
before we began to use the sticks, were pickedang, put in the bags. When we beat and
struck the branches, it was as much as my wifeFaadz could do to gather up the quantities
of pigeons that soon lay on the ground. The sacksevspeedily quite full. We turned
homeward, and on reaching Falconhurst, put ounyhoatafety, and gladly withdrew to rest.
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The following day was wholly occupied in pluckirfgpiling, roasting, and stewing, so that we
could find time for nothing else; but next morniaggreat expedition to Woodlands was
arranged, that measures might there be taken vemtra repetition of the monkey invasion.

| hoped, could | but catch the mischievous rasatlbeir work of destruction, to inflict upon
them such a chastisement as would effectually ntfadem shun the neighborhood of our farm
for the future.

My wife provided us with a good store of provisipas we were likely to be absent several
days, while she, with Franz and Turk, remainedoaté.

| took with me abundance of specially preparedlioivel, far stronger than that which we used
for the pigeons; a number of short posts, plentgtohg, and a supply of cocoanut shells and
gourds.

The buffalo carried all these things, and one ar bivthe boys besides. | myself bestrode the
ass, and in due time we arrived at a convenient spthe forest, near Woodlands, well
concealed by thick bushes and underwood, where adema little encampment, pitching the
small tent, and tethering the animals. The dogs, weere tied up, lest they should roam about
and betray our presence.

We found the cottage quite quiet and deserted; &st no time in preparing for the reception
of visitors, hoping to be all ready for them and ousight before they arrived.

We drove the stakes lightly into the ground, sdoaform an irregular paling round the house,
winding string in and out in all directions betwettrem, thus making a kind of labyrinth,
through which it would be impossible to pass withitmwching either the stakes or the cords.

Everything was plentifully besmeared with birdlined basins of the mixture were set in all
directions, strewn with rice, maize, and other tamfor bait.

Night came without any interruption to our processi; and all being then accomplished, we
retired to rest beneath the shelter of our litlett

Very early in the morning we heard a confused naaeh as we knew betokened the approach
of a large number of apes. We armed ourselvesstiting clubs and cudgels, and holding the
dogs in leash, made our way silently behind thek#ts, till, ourselves unseen, we could
command a view of all that went on; and strangeeuadwas the scene which ensued!

The noise of rustling, cracking, and creaking amadomg branches, with horrid cries, and
shrieks, and chattering, increased to a degreeigunf to make us perfectly giddy; and then out
from the forest poured the whole disorderly raldflenonkeys, scrambling, springing, leaping
from the trees, racing and tumbling across thesgrapace toward the house; when, at once
attracted by the novelties they saw, they madé®jars and bowls.

They seemed innumerable; but the confused, rapy iwavhich they swarmed hither and
thither, made it difficult to judge accurately ¢feir numbers. They dashed fearlessly through
and over the palings in all directions, some ruglahthe eatables, some scrambling on to the
roof, where they commenced tugging at the woodes,pgith a view to forcing an entrance.

Gradually, however, as they rambled over the pladlein turn became besmeared with our
birdlime on head, paws, or back or breast. Thechest predicament of the apes increased
every instant.

Some sat down, and with the most ludicrous gesturiesl to clean themselves. Others were
hopelessly entangled in stakes and cordage, whieyp trailed about after them, looking the
picture of bewildered despair.

Others, again, endeavored to help one anotherstam# fast together; the more they pulled,
and tugged, and kicked, the worse became theintplig
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Many had the gourds and cocoanut shells lumbemalgctattering about with them, their paws
having been caught when they sought to obtainitleeor fruit we had put for bait.

Most ridiculous of all was the condition of one dddlow, who had found a calabash containing
palm wine, and, eagerly drinking it, was immednatietted with a mask, for the shell stuck to
his forehead and whiskers, of course covering hes;eand he blundered about, cutting the
wildest capers in his efforts to get rid of the embrance.

Numbers took to flight; but, as we had spread Imrdlon several of the trees around, many
apes found themselves fixed to, or hanging frombitaeches, where they remained in woeful
durance, struggling and shrieking horribly.

The panic being now general, | loosed the threesdadiose impatience had been almost
uncontrollable, and who now rushed to the attackhef unfortunate monkeys, as though
burning with zeal to execute justice upon desperateinals.

The place soon had the appearance of a ghastlgfledtt, for we were obliged to do our part
with the clubs and sticks, till the din of howlingglling, barking, in every conceivable tone of
rage and pain, gave place to an awful silence,vandboked with a shudder on the shocking
spectacle around us.

At least forty apes lay mangled and dead, and ¢lys began to be quite sad and down-hearted,
till 1, fully sharing their feelings, hastened tarh their thoughts to active employment in
removing and burying the slain, burning the stakesdage, bowls, everything concerned in
the execution of our deadly stratagem.

After that we betook ourselves to the task of m@stporder to our dismantled cottage; and
seeking for the scattered flock of sheep, goats, poultry, we gradually collected them,
hoping to settle them once more peacefully in tiaids and sheds.

While thus engaged, we repeatedly heard a sountismsnething heavy falling from a tree. On
going to look, we found three splendid birds, caughsome of the limed sticks we had placed
loose in the branches.

Two of these proved to be a variety of the blue Mok pigeon; the third | assumed to be the
Nicobar pigeon, having met with descriptions ofrégsplendent green, bronze, and steely blue
plumage; and | was pleased to think of domestigathem, and establishing them at first
tenants of a suitable dwelling near the cave.

"First tenants, father!" said Fritz; "do you exptxtatch more like these?"
"Not exactly catch them; | mean to practice a demte Much can be done by magic, Fritz!"
Further explanation | declined to give.

In a few days Woodlands was once more set in oedet,everything settled and comfortable,
so that we returned without further adventure tdcéizhurst, where we were joyfully
welcomed.

Everyone agreed that we must go at once to Tentholrmake the proposed pigeon-house in
the rock. Several other things there also requidng attention, we made arrangements for a
prolonged stay.

My plan for the pigeon-house was to hollow out ampke space in the cliff, facing toward
Jackal River, and close to our rocky home, fittihgt up with partitions, perches, and nesting
places; while a large wooden front was fitted onht® opening, with entrance-holes, slides or
shutters, and a broad platform in front, wherehtings could rest and walk about.

When, after the work of a few weeks, we thoughtvaéts fit for habitation, | set the other
children to work at some distance from our cavand summoning Fritz:
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"Now, my faithful assistant,” said I, "it is time tonjure the new colonists to their settlement
here. Yes," | continued, laughing at his puzzlezk|d'l mean to play a regular pigeon-dealer's
trick. You must know such gentry are very ingenjoust only in keeping their own pigeons
safe, but in adding to their numbers by attractimgse of other people. All | want is some soft
clay, aniseed, and salt, of which | will compounadn&ture which our birds will like very
much, and the smell of which will bring others taee it with them."

"l can easily get you those things, father."

"l shall want some oil of aniseed besides," saldol put on the pigeon-holes, so that the birds'
feathers may touch it as they may pass in andamat,become scented with what will attract
the wild pigeons. This | can obtain by poundingsaed; therefore, bring me the mortar and
some oil."

When this was strongly impregnated with the arocaitifrom the seeds (for | did not propose
to distill it in regular style), | strained it thugh a cloth, pressing it strongly; the result
answered my purpose, and the scent would certeaniain for some days.

All my preparations being completed, the pigeonsaviestalled in their new residence, and the
slides closed. The European birds were by this tyuige friendly with the three beautiful
strangers; and when the other boys came home, @achsled up the ladder to peep in at a
little pane of glass | had fixed in front, they sétvem all contentedly picking up grain, and
pecking at the "magic food," as Fritz called ithalugh he did not betray my secret arts to his
brothers.

Early on the third morning | aroused Fritz, andedied him to ascend the rope ladder, and
arrange a cord on the sliding door of the doveaptwhich it could be opened or closed from

below. Also he poured fresh aniseed oil all abbet éntrance, after which we returned, and
awoke the rest of the family, telling them thathiéy liked to make haste, they might see me let
the pigeons fly.

Everybody came to the dovecot, understanding thiatesceremony was to attend the event,
and | waved a wand with mock solemnity, while | tatgd a seeming incantation, and then
gave Fritz a sign to draw up the sliding panel.

Presently out popped the pretty heads of the cemtithe soft eyes glanced about in all
directions; they withdrew, they ventured forth ag@hey came timidly out on "the veranda," as
little Franz expressed it; then, as though suddstastled, the whole party took wing, with the
shrill whizzing sound peculiar to the flight of pigns, and circling above us as they rose higher
and higher, finally darting quite out of sight.

While we were yet gazing after them, they reappkaaad settled quietly on the dovecot; but

as we congratulated ourselves on a return whiclwetidhat they accepted this as a home, up
sprang the three blue pigeons, the noble foreigh@rsvhom chiefly | had planned the house,

and rising in circles high in air, winged their idgvay direct toward Falconhurst.

Their departure had such an air of determinatiahrasolve about it, that | feared them lost to
us forever.

Endeavoring to console ourselves by petting our femaining birds, we could not forget this
disappointment, and all day long the dovecot resthihe center of attraction.

Nothing, however, was seen of the fugitives urtiibat the middle of the next day; when most
of us were hard at work inside the cavern, Jac&rgpm full of excitement, exclaiming:

"He is there! He is come; he really is!"
"Who? Who is there? What do you mean?"

"The blue pigeon, to be sure! Hurrah! Hurrah!"
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"Oh, nonsense!" said Ernest. "You want to play trica.”

"Why should it be 'nonsense'?" cried I. "I fullyliege we shall see them all soon!"

Out ran everybody to the dovecot, and there, samgh, stood the pretty fellow, but not
alone, for he was billing and cooing to a matetrangier of his own breed, apparently inviting
her to enter his dwelling; for he popped in andafuhe door, bowing, sidling, and cooing, in a
most irresistible manner, until the shy little lagielded to his blandishments, and tripped
daintily in.

"Now, let's shut the door. Pull the cord and cltteepanel!” shouted the boys, making a rush at
the string.

"Stop!" cried I, "let the string alone! | won't hayou frighten the little darlings. Besides, the
others will be coming—would you shut the door irittfaces?"

"Here they come! here they come!" exclaimed Futlzpse keen eye marked the birds afar, and
to our delight the second blue pigeon arrived,vilse with a mate, whom, after a pretty little
flirtation scene of real and assumed modesty ompadr he succeeded in leading home.

The third and handsomest of the new pigeons waksghén making his appearance. Perhaps he
had greater difficulty than the others in findingnate as distinguished in rank and beauty as
himself.

However, we fully expected them, and the boys thikkethe arrival of "Mr. and Mrs. Nicobar"
as a matter of course.

Late in the day Franz and his mother went out twige for supper, but the child returned
directly, exclaiming that we must hasten to theedmt to see something beautiful.

Accordingly a general rush was made out of the camd we saw with delight that the third
stranger also had returned with a lovely bride, andouraged by the presence of the first
arrivals, they soon made themselves at home.

In a short time nest-building commenced, and amtwegmaterials collected by the birds, |

observed a long gray moss or lichen, and thoughight very possibly be the same which, in

the West Indies, is gathered from the bark of cé@g, where it grows, and hangs in great tuft-
like beards, to be used instead of horse-hairttdfisg mattresses.

My wife no sooner heard of it than her active brdevised fifty plans for making it of use.
Would we but collect enough, she would clean antl isoand there would be no end to the
bolsters, pillows, saddles, and cushions she wstwiid with it.

For the discovery of nutmegs we had also to thaekpigeons, and they were carefully planted
in our orchard.

For some time no event of particular note occurtedil at length Jack, as usual, got into a
scrape, causing thereby no little excitement atdahom

He went off early on one of his own particular ptir expeditions.

He was in the habit of doing this that he mightpsise us with some new acquisition on his
return.

This time, however, he came back in most wretcHigghtp covered with mud and green slime;
a great bundle of Spanish canes was on his bacltidynand green like himself; he had lost a
shoe, and altogether presented a ludicrous pictursisery, at which we could have laughed
had he not seemed more ready to cry.

"My dear boy! what has happened to you? Where hlaudbeen?"
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"Only in the swamp behind the powder magazine efathreplied he. "I went to get reeds for
my wicker-work, because | wanted to weave some diaséind hen-coops, and | saw such
beauties a little way off in the marsh, much fitrean those close by the edge, that | tried to get
at them.

"l jumped from one firm spot to another, till astd slipped and sank over my ankles; | tried to
get on toward the reeds, which were close by, bhlitwent deeper and deeper, till | was above
the knees in thick soft mud, and there | stuck!

"I screamed and shouted, but nobody came, and tietlayou | was in a regular fright.

"At last who should appear but my faithful Fang® khew my voice and came close up to me,
right over the swamp, but all the poor beast calddvas to help me to make a row; | wonder
you did not hear us! The very rocks rang, but magfliame of it, so despair drove me to think
of an expedient. | cut down all the reeds | coddch round and round me, and bound them
together into this bundle, which made a firm planewhich to lean, while | worked and kicked
about to free my feet and legs, and after muclggting, | managed to get astride of the reeds.

"There | sat, supported above the mud and slimelewfangs ran yelping backward and
forward between me and the bank, seeming surptisidl not follow. Suddenly | thought of
catching hold of his tail. He dragged and pulledd & sprawled, and crawled, and waded,
sometimes on my reeds like a raft, sometimes lggthem along with me, till we luckily got
back to terra firma. But | had a near squeak fdraan tell you."

"A fortunate escape indeed, my boy!" cried I, "dridank God for it. Fangs has really acted a
heroic part as your deliverer, and you have shomatgpresence of mind. Now go with your
mother, and get rid of the slimy traces of youradtsr! You have brought me splendid canes,
exactly what | want for a new scheme of mine."”

The fact was, | meant to try to construct a loom foy wife, for | knew she understood
weaving, so | chose two fine strong reeds, andtisigithem carefully, bound them together
again, that when dry they might be quite straigid aqual, and fit for a frame. Smaller reeds
were cut into pieces and sharpened, for the tefettreacomb. The boys did this for me without
in the least knowing their use, and great fun tineygle of "father's monster toothpicks."

In time all the various parts of the loom were maekedy, and put together, my wife knowing
nothing of it, while to the incessant questionshaf children, | replied mysteriously.

"Oh, it is an outlandish sort of musical instrumenbther will know how to play upon it."

And when the time came for presenting it, her jogsvonly equaled by the amusement and
interest with which the children watched her movetsewhile "playing the loom," as they
always said.

About this time, a beautiful little foal, a son thfe onager, was added to our stud, and as he
promised to grow up strong and tractable, we s@ownlsow useful he would be. The name of
Swift was given to him, and he was to be trainedvg own riding.

The interior arrangements of the cavern being n@l ferward, | applied myself to contriving
an aqueduct, that fresh water might be led clos®wqur cave, for it was a long way to go to
fetch it from Jackal River, and especially inconeaih on washing days. As | wanted to do this
before the rainy season began, | set about it@.on

Pipes of hollow bamboo answered the purpose wed,aalarge cask formed the reservoir. The
supply was good, and the comfort of having it clas&and so great, that the mother declared
she was as well pleased with our engineering &g iiad made her a fountain and marble basin
adorned with mermaids and dolphins.

Anticipating the setting in of the rains, | pressedvard all work connected with stores for the
winter, and great was the in-gathering of rootsit$r and grains, potatoes, rice, guavas, sweet
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acorns, pine-cones; load after load arrived atctheern, and the mother's active needle was in
constant requisition, as the demand for more saeglidags was incessant.

Casks and barrels of all sorts and sizes were guiaaso the service, until at last the raft was
knocked to pieces, and its tubs made to do dutiyarstorerooms.

The weather became very unsettled and stormy.

Heavy clouds gathered in the horizon, and pasdorgns of wind, with thunder, lightning, and
torrents of rain swept over the face of nature ftone to time.

The sea was in frequent commotion; heavy groundisweove masses of water hissing and
foaming against the cliffs. Everything heralded #ggroaching rains. All nature joined in
sounding forth the solemn overture to the grandesk of the year.

It was now near the beginning of the month of Jame, we had twelve weeks of bad weather
before us.

We established some of the animals with ourselt/éseasalt cave. The cow, the ass, Lightfoot,
Storm, and the dogs, were all necessary to usewWrilps, Fangs, and the eagle were sure to be
a great amusement in the long evenings.

The boys would ride over to Falconhurst very ofi@isee that all was in order there, and fetch
anything required.

Much remained to be done in order to give the @aeemfortable appearance, which became
more desirable now that we had to live indoors.

The darkness of the inner regions annoyed me, aatrhyself to invent a remedy.

After some thought, | called in Jack's assistanoé, we got a very tall, strong bamboo, which
would reach right up to the vaulted roof. This Wwenped in the earthen floor, securing well by
driving wedges in round it. Jack ascended this pely cleverly, taking with him a hammer
and chisel to enlarge a crevice in the roof sooalxta pulley, by means of which, when he
descended, | drew up a large ship's lantern, welblsed with oil, and as there were four wicks,
it afforded a very fair amount of light.

Several days were spent in arranging the differ@oms.
Ernest and Franz undertook the library, fixing shs] and setting the books in order.

Jack and his mother took in hand the sitting rooh kitchen, while Fritz and |, as better able
for heavy work, arranged the workshops. The cagysnbench, the turning lathe, and a large
chest of tools were set in convenient places, amgynools and instruments hung on the walls.

An adjoining chamber was fitted up as a forge, viiiplace, bellows, and anvil, complete, all
which we had found in the ship, packed togethet,raady to set up.

When these great affairs were settled, we stilhébin all directions work to be done. Shelves,
tables, benches, movable steps, cupboards, pegshdndles, and bolts—there seemed no end
to our requirements, and we often thought of thermous amount of work necessary to
maintain the comforts and conveniences of life What home we had received as matters of
course.

But in reality, the more there was to do the beteerd | never ceased contriving fresh
improvements, being fully aware of the importandeconstant employment as a means of
strengthening and maintaining the health of mind landy. This, indeed, with a consciousness
of continual progress toward a desirable end, immdoto constitute the main element of
happiness.
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Our rocky home was greatly improved by a wide partich | made along the whole front of
our rooms and entrances, by leveling the grountbtm a terrace, and sheltering it with a
veranda of bamboo, supported by pillars of the same

Ernest and Franz were highly successful as libmarihe books, when unpacked and arranged,
proved to be a most valuable collection, capableafbdrding every sort of educational
advantage.

Besides a variety of books of voyages, travelsndiy and natural history (several containing
fine colored illustrations), there were historiesl acientific works, as well as standard fictions
in several languages; also a good assortment ofnudgarts, mathematical and astronomical
instruments, and an excellent pair of globes.

| foresaw much interesting study on discoveringt thee possessed the grammars and
dictionaries of a great many languages, a subgowhich we all had a taste. With French we
were well acquainted. Fritz and Ernest had begueam English at school, and made further
progress during a visit to England. The mother, wiad once been intimate with a Dutch
family, could speak that language pretty well.

After a great deal of discussion, we agreed toystifferent languages, so that in the event of
meeting with people of other nations, there shduddat least one of the family able to
communicate with them.

All determined to improve our knowledge of Germai &rench.
The two elder boys were to study English and Duiith their mother.

Ernest, already possessing considerable knowleflgatim, wished to continue to study it, so
as to be able to make use of the many works orraldtistory and medicine written in that
language.

Jack announced that he meant to learn Spanishatibect sounded so grand and imposing."

| myself was interested in the Malay language, kingwit to be so widely spoken in the islands
of the Eastern Seas, and thinking it as likelyras@her to be useful to us.

Our family circle by and by represented Babel imiature, for scraps and fragments of all
these tongues kept buzzing about our ears from ingro night, each sporting his newly
acquired word or sentence on every possible oatagmpounding idioms and peculiar
expressions like riddles, to puzzle the rest.

In this way, the labor of learning was very congdidy lightened, and everyone came to know
a few words of each language.

Occasionally we amused ourselves by opening clastspackages hitherto untouched, and
brought unexpected treasures to light—mirrors, wabds, a pair of console tables with
polished marble tops, elegant writing tables andidsame chairs, clocks of various
descriptions, a musical box, and a chronometer i@rad; and by degrees our abode was
fitted up like a palace, so that sometimes we wogdlat ourselves, and felt as though we were
strutting about in borrowed plumes.

The children begged me to decide on a name fosalticave dwelling, and that of Rockburg
was chosen unanimously.

The weeks of imprisonment passed so rapidly, thatne found time hang heavy on his hands.

Books occupied me so much that but little carpemgewas done, yet | made a yoke for the
oxen, a pair of cotton wool carders, and a spinmihgel for my wife.

As the rainy season drew to a close, the weathea f@hile became wilder, and the storms
fiercer than ever. Thunder roared, lightning blazedents rushed toward the sea, which came

9/4/201:



Pagelll of 19¢

in raging billows to meet them, lashed to fury bg tempests of wind which swept the surface
of the deep.

The uproar of the elements came to an end at last.

Nature resumed her attitude of repose, her sméisigect of peaceful beauty; and soon all
traces of the ravages of floods and storms wowddpfiear beneath the luxuriant vegetation of
the tropics.

Gladly quitting the sheltering walls of Rockburgrtam once more in the open air, we crossed
Jackal River, for a walk along the coast, and prigd-ritz with his sharp eyes observed

something on the small island near Flamingo Mawvghich was, he said, long and rounded,

resembling a boat bottom upward.

Examining it with the telescope, | could form ndet conjecture, and we resolved to make it
the object of an excursion next day, being delighi® resume our old habit of starting in
pursuit of adventure.

The boat was accordingly got in readiness; it neglisome repairs, and fresh pitching, and
then we made for the point of interest, indulgingivariety of surmises as to what we should
find.

It proved to be a huge, stranded whale.

The island being steep and rocky, it was necedsabg careful; but we found a landing-place
on the further side. The boys hurried by the neavey to the beach where lay the monster of
the deep, while | clambered to the highest pointhefislet, which commanded a view of the
mainland, from Rockburg to Falconhurst.

On rejoining my sons, | found them only half-waythe great fish, and as | drew near they
shouted in high glee:

"Oh! father, just look at the glorious shells aratat branches we are finding. How does it
happen that there are such quantities?"

"Only consider how the recent storms have stirneddcean to its depths! No doubt thousands
of shell-fish have been detached from their roakd dashed in all directions by the waves,
which have thrown ashore even so huge a creatuteasghale yonder.”

"Yes; isn't he a frightful great brute!" cried Erit'Ever so much larger than he seemed from a
distance. The worst of it is, one does not well\wwhat use to make of the huge carcass."

"Why, make train-oil, to be sure,” said Ernestcdh't say he's a beauty, though, and it is much
pleasanter to gather these lovely shells, thantoe blubber.”

"Well, let us amuse ourselves with them for thespra,” said I, "but in the afternoon, when the
sea is calmer, we will return with the necessargléments, and see if we can turn the stranded
whale to good account.”

We were soon ready to return to the boat, but Ernad a fancy for remaining alone on the
island till we came back, and asked my permisstodad so, that he might experience, for an
hour or two, the sensations of Robinson Crusoe.

To this, however, | would not consent, assuring that our fate, as a solitary family, gave him
quite sufficient idea of shipwreck on an uninhatbiidand, and that his lively imagination must
supply the rest.

The boys found it hard work to row back, and begareg of me to exert my wonderful
inventive powers in contriving some kind of rowingachine.

"You lazy fellows!" returned I; "give me the greadbckwork out of a church tower, perhaps |
might be able to relieve your labors."
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"Oh, father!" cried Fritz, "don't you know thereearon wheels in the clockwork of the large
kitchen-jacks? I'm sure mother would give them apd you could make something out of
them, could you not?"

"By the time | have manufactured a rowing-machiné af a roasting-jack, | think your arms
will be pretty well inured to the use of your oaksbwever, | am far from despising the hint,
my dear Fritz."

"Is coral of any use?" demanded Jack suddenly.

"In former times it was pounded and used by chemkait it is now chiefly used for various
ornaments, and made into beads for necklacesigtsuch, it is greatly prized by savages, and
were we to fall in with natives, we might very pitdg find a store of coral useful in bartering
with them.

"For the present, we will arrange these treasuféiseodeep in our library, and make them the
beginning of a Museum of Natural History, which lwdfford us equal pleasure and
instruction.”

"One might almost say that coral belongs at oncehto animal, vegetable, and mineral
kingdoms," remarked Fritz; "it is hard like stoiitehas stems and branches like a shrub, and |
believe tiny insects inhabit the cells, do they, father?"

"You are right, Fritz; coral consists of the cataus cells of minute animals, so built up as to
form a tree-like structure.

"The coral fishery gives employment to many methm Persian Gulf, the Mediterranean Sea,
and other places. The instrument commonly usedistsnef two heavy beams of wood,

secured together at right angles, and loaded uathes. Hemp and netting are attached to the
under side of the beams, to the middle of whictagéened one end of a strong rope, by which
the apparatus is let down from a boat, and guidede spots where the coral is most abundant.

"The branches of the coral become entangled irhdérep and network; they are broken off
from the rock, and are drawn to the surface ofnhter.

"Left undisturbed, these coral insects, laboringessantly, raise foundations, on which, in
course of time, fertile islands appear, clothedhwirdure, and inhabited by man."

"Why, father, here we are at the landing place€la&med Jack. "It has seemed quite easy to
pull since you began to tell us such interestinggs.”

"Very interesting, indeed; but did you notice thiaé wind had changed, Jack?" remarked
Ernest as he shipped his oar.

The animated recital of our adventures, the sighthe lovely shells and corals, and the
proposed work for the afternoon, inspired the mo#mel Franz with a great wish to accompany
us.

To this | gladly consented, only stipulating thag should go provided with food, water, and a
compass. "For," said I, "the sea has only justexdom its raging, and being at the best of
times of uncertain and capricious nature, we manch to be detained on the island, or forced
to land at a considerable distance from home."

Dinner was quickly dispatched, and preparation®sdbot.

The more oil we could obtain the better, for a geal was used in the large lantern which
burnt day and night in the recesses of the cawsgtbre all available casks and barrels were
pressed into the service; many, of course, ondeofupickled herrings, potted pigeons, and
other winter stores, were now empty, and we togkadly fleet of these in tow.
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Knives, hatchets, and the boys' climbing buskirexenput on board, and we set forth, the labor
of the oar being greater than ever, now that aiglfit was so much increased.

The sea being calm, and the tide suiting betterfowad it easy to land close to the whale; my
first care was to place the boat, as well as theks;ain perfect security, after which we
proceeded to a close inspection of our prize.

Its enormous size quite startled my wife and h#elboy; the length being from sixty to sixty-
five feet, and the girth between thirty and fomshile the weight could not have been less than
50,000 Ibs.

The color was a uniform velvety black, and the emmrs head about one-third of the length of
the entire bulk, the eyes quite small, not muchdathan those of an ox, and the ears almost
undiscernible.

The jaw opened very far back, and was nearly sixteet in length, the most curious part of its
structure being the remarkable substance knownhadelyone, masses of which appeared all
along the jaws, solid at the base, and splitting ia sort of fringe at the extremity. This
arrangement is for the purpose of aiding the wirafgrocuring its food, and separating it from
the water.

The tongue was remarkably large, soft, and fulbiif the opening of the throat wonderfully
small, scarcely two inches in diameter.

"Why, what can the monster eat?" exclaimed Frite hever can swallow a proper mouthful
down this little gullet!”

"The mode of feeding adopted by the whale is swaar” | replied, "that | must explain it to
you before we begin work.

"This animal (for | should tell you that a whalenist a fish; he possesses no gills, he breathes
atmospheric air, and would be drowned if too lomgathed below the surface of the water);
this animal, then, frequents those parts of thewdeest supplied with the various creatures on
which he feeds. Shrimps, small fish, lobsters, atggimollusks, and medusae form his diet.
Driving with open mouth through the congregatedath@f these little creatures, the whale
engulfs them by millions in his enormous jaws, aodtinues his destructive course until he
has sufficiently charged his mouth with prey.

"Closing his jaws and forcing out, through the istiees of the whalebone, the water which he
has taken together with his prey, he retains theucad animals, and swallows them at his
leisure.

"The nostrils, or blow-holes, are placed, you seethe upper part of the head, in order that the
whale may rise to breathe, and repose on the sudbthe sea, showing very little of his huge
carcass.

"The breathings are called 'spoutings,’ becausauant of mixed vapor and water is thrown
from the blow-holes, sometimes to a height of twydaéet.

"And now, boys, fasten on your buskins, and letsee if you can face the work of climbing
this slippery mountain of flesh, and cutting it'up.

Fritz and Jack stripped, and went to work directyrambling over the back of the head, where
they assisted me to cut away the lips, so as tchrds whalebone, a quantity of which was
detached and carried to the boat.

Ernest labored manfully at the creature's sideingubut slabs of blubber, while his mother and
Franz helped as well as they could to put it irksas

Presently we had a multitude of unbidden guests.
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The air was filled by the shrill screams and hoarsaks and cries of numbers of birds of prey,
they flew around us in ever narrowing circles, d@toming bolder as their voracity was
excited by the near view of the tempting prey, tladighted close to us, snatching morsels
greedily from under the very strokes of our kniaes hatchets.

Our work was seriously interrupted by these featiemarauders, who, after all, were no
greater robbers than we ourselves. We kept thenagfiell as we could by blows from our
tools, and several were killed, my wife taking pessson of them immediately for the sake of
the feathers.

It was nearly time to leave the island, but firstripped off a long piece of the skin, to be used
for traces, harness, and other leather-work. Itatamit three-quarters of an inch thick and very
soft, and oily—but | knew it would shrink and beigh and durable.

| also took a part of the gums in which the rodtthe baleen or whalebone was still embedded,
having read that this is considered quite a dejficas well as the skin, which, when properly
dressed and cut in little cubes, like black dices heen compared, by enthusiastic and probably
very hungry travelers, to cocoanut and cream-cheese

The boys thought the tongue might prove equallatable, but | valued it only on account of
the large quantity of oil it contained.

With a heavy freight we put to sea, and made whatehwe could to reach home, and cleanse
our persons from the unpleasant traces of the slismguwork in which we had spent the day.

Next morning we started at dawn.

My wife and Franz were left behind, for our propbseork was even more horrible than that of
the preceding day; they could not assist, and leadgalination to witness it.

It was my intention to open the carcass completehd, penetrating the interior, to obtain
various portions of the intestines, thinking thatvould be possible to convert the larger ones
into vessels fit for holding the oil. This time eid aside our clothes and wore only strong
canvas trousers when we commenced operations, waoh vigorously carried on during the
whole of the day; then, satisfied that we couldsdavith a clear conscience, we abandoned the
remains to the birds of prey, and, with a full cgrget sail for home.

On the way, it appeared to strike the boys (who imadie not the slightest objection to the
singularly unpleasant task | had set them), as sggnge that | should wish to possess what
they had been working so hard to procure for me.

"What can have made you wish to bring away thatedsuentrails, father? Are they of any
use?"

"There are countries,” | replied, "where no woodvgg of which to make barrels, and no hemp
for thread, string, and cordage. Necessity, theneroof all the more valuable inventions, has
taught the inhabitants of those countries, Greeldes) Esquimaux, and others, to think of
substitutes, and they use the intestines of thdenflba one purpose, the sinews and nerves for
the other."

We were right glad to land, and get rid, for thegamt, of our unpleasant materials, the further
preparation of which was work in store for thedaling day.

A refreshing bath, clean clothes, and supper, edeas all up, and we slept in peace.
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CHAPTER XI

A DANGEROUS VISITOR AND ITS VICTIM

"Now for the finishing up of this dirty job," criedmerrily, as we all woke up next morning at
daybreak. And after the regular work was done, @raroenced operations by raising a stand or
rough scaffold on which the tubs full of blubberresg@laced and heavily pressed, so that the
purest and finest oil overflowed into vessels undath.

The blubber was afterward boiled in a caldron avéire kindled at some distance from our
abode, and by skimming and straining through assoeloth, we succeeded in obtaining a large
supply of excellent train-oil, which in casks, drabs made of the intestines, was safely stowed
away in the "cellar,” as the children called oungbest storeroom. This day's work was far
from agreeable, and the dreadful smell oppressedllusmore especially my poor wife, who,
nevertheless, endured it with her accustomed gewodpér. Although she very urgently
recommended that the new island should be the hesi#gs for another colony, where, said
she, "any animals we leave would be safe from apek other plunderers, and where you
would find it so very convenient to boil whale-bhéy, strain train-oil, and the like."

This proposal met with hearty approval, especifityn the boys, who were always charmed
with any new plan; and they were eager to act upanonce, but when | reminded them of the
putrefying carcass which lay there, they confesseauld be better to allow wind and storms,

birds and insects to do their work in purging the@sphere, and reducing the whale to a
skeleton before we revisited the island.

The idea of a rowing-machine kept recurring to mgjirn | determined to attempt to make one.

| took an iron bar, which when laid across the redof the boat projected about a foot each
way. | provided this bar in the middle with ribbethchinery, and at each end with a sort of
nave, in which, as in a cart wheel, four flat spoker paddles, were fixed obliquely. These
were intended to do the rowers' part.

Then the jack was arranged to act upon the macghinethe middle of the iron cross-bar, in
such a way that one of its strong cogwheels hbitlfirinto the ribs, so that, when it was wound
up, it caused the bar to revolve rapidly, of coutsaing with it the paddles fixed at either end,
which consequently struck the water so as to pribgeboat.

Although this contrivance left much to be desiredhe way of improvement, still when Fritz
and | wound up the machinery, and went off onal trip across the bay, we splashed along at
such a famous rate, that the shores rang with lleers and clapping of the whole family,
delighted to behold what they considered my britlisuccess.

Everyone wanted to go on board, and take a crbiseas it was getting late, | could not
consent. A trip next day, however, was promisedCtape Disappointment and the little
settlement of Prospect Hill.

This proposal satisfied everybody. The evening s@ent in preparing the dresses, arms, and
food which would be required, and we retired etolyest.

Intending to be out all day, the house was leftgood order, and we departed on our
expedition, provided, among other things, with ggadnd mattocks, for | wished to get young
cocoanut trees and shrubs of different kinds, thiatour way back, we might land on Whale
Island, and begin our plantation there.

We directed our course toward the opposite sidih@fbay. The sea was smooth, my rowing
machine performed its work easily, and, leavingeBaBay and Shark Island behind us, we
enjoyed at our ease the panorama of all the coasesy.
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Landing near Prospect Hill, we moored the boat, watked through the woods to our little
farm, obtaining some fresh cocoanuts, as well ang@lants, on the way.

Before coming in sight of the cottage at the fanm,heard the cocks crow, and | experienced a
sudden rush of emotion as the sound recalled,dagsee painfully vivid, the recollection of
many a ride and walk at home, when we would betgdeby just such familiar sounds as we
approached some kind friend's house. Here, buth®unconscious animals, utter solitude and
silence prevailed, and | with my dear family, whesst would have been hailed with delight
in so many homes, advanced unnoticed to this looetiage. So long had been our absence
that our arrival created a perfect panic. The oagianimals had forgotten us, and to their
progeny, lambs, kids, and chickens, who had nexem the face of man, we seemed an army of
fierce foes.

The boys found it impossible to milk the goats,iluttty the use of the lasso, they captured
them one after the other, bound their legs, themgithem salt to lick, they soon obtained a
supply of excellent milk, which was poured from ttecoanut shells they used into calabash
flasks, so that we could take with us what wasreqtired at dinner.

The fowls were enticed by handfuls of grain aneriand my wife caught as many as she
wished for.

We were by this time very ready for dinner, and ¢b& provisions we had with us were set
forth, the chief dish consisting of the piece ofal's tongue, which, by the boys' desire, had
been cooked with a special view to this entertaimme

But woeful was the disappointment when the tongas tasted! One after another, with dismal
face, pronounced it "horrid stuff," begged for sopiekled herring to take away the taste of
train-oil, and willingly bestowed on Fangs the ¢tleed dainty.

Fortunately there was a sufficient supply of othatables, and the fresh, delicious cocoanuts
and goat's milk put everyone in good humor again.

While the mother packed everything up, Fritz aggt some sugar-cane shoots which | wished
to plant, and then we returned to the shore anith &gabarked.

Before returning to Whale Island, | felt a stronighvto round Cape Disappointment and survey
the coast immediately beyond, but the promontorintamed the character of its name, and we
found that a long sandbank, as well as hidden weedgocks, ran out a great way into the sea.

Fritz espying breakers ahead, we put about at cama#,aided by a light breeze, directed our
course toward Whale Island.

On landing, | began at once to plant the saplingshad brought. The boys assisted me for a
while, but wearied somewhat of the occupation, and after another went off in search of
shells and coral, leaving their mother and mertshi the work.

Presently Jack came back, shouting loudly:

"Father! Mother! do come and look. There is an srours skeleton lying here; the skeleton of
some fearful great beast—a mammoth, | should think.

"Why, Jack!" returned I, laughing, "have you forgoitr old acquaintance, the whale? What else
could it be?"

"Oh, no, father, it is not the whale. This thingsheot fish bones, but real good, honest, huge
beast bones. | don't know what can have becomieeovhale—floated out to sea, most likely.
This mammoth is ever so much bigger. Come and see!"

As | was about to follow the boy, a voice from drestdirection suddenly cried:
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"Father! father! a great enormous turtle! Pleas&artaaste. It is waddling back to the sea as
hard as it can go, and we can't stop it."

This appeal being more pressing as well as moreritapt than Jack's, | snatched up an oar and
hastened to their assistance.

Sure enough a large turtle was scrambling quic&lyard the water, and was within a few
paces of it, although Ernest was valiantly holdimgoy one of its hind legs.

| sprang down the bank, and making use of the saa dver, we succeeded with some
difficulty in turning the creature on its back.

It was a huge specimen, fully eight feet long, Baohg now quite helpless, we left it sprawling,
and went to inspect Jack's mammoth skeleton, wieichourse, proved to be neither more nor
less than that of the whale. | convinced him offdw by pointing out the marks of our feet on
the ground, and the broken jaws where we had hawkethe whalebone.

"What can have made you take up that fancy abowramoth, my boy?"

"Ernest put it into my head, father. He said theemed to be the skeleton of an antediluvian
monster there, so | ran to look closer, and | nelieught of the whale, when | saw no fish
bones. | suppose Ernest was joking."

"Whales are generally considered as fishes by thibleeacquainted with the animal kingdom,
but they belong to the class of mammals, which aap man, the monkey tribes, the bats, the
dogs and cats, all hoofed animals, whales and #fieas, with other animals, the last on the list
being the sloth.

"The name by which they are distinguished is derifrem the Latin word, 'mamma,’ a breast,
and is given to them because all the species bielgrig this class are furnished with a set of
organs called the mammary glands, secreting thdlignown as milk, by which the young are
nourished.

"The bones of the whale differ from those of ansmgimply in being of a hollow construction,
and filled with air so as to render the carcassenbaroyant. The bones of birds are also hollow,
for the same reason, and in all this we see conspsly the wisdom and goodness of the great
Creator."

"What a marvelous structure it is, father!" saidtZr'What a ponderous mass of bones! Can
we not make use of any of them?"

"Nothing strikes me at this moment; we will leahern to bleach here yet awhile, and perhaps,
by sawing them up afterward, make a few chairs, mrading desk for the museum. But now it
is time to return home. Bring the boat round to rghihe turtle awaits his fate; we must settle
how to deal with him."

It was soon decided that he must swim. | fastehedempty water-cask to a long line, one end
of which was made fast to the bow of the boat,dtier carefully passed round the neck and
forepaws of the creature, who was then lifted,stodet him regain his feet, when he instantly
made for the water, plunged in, the cask floateéerdfim and prevented his sinking. We were
all on board in a moment; and the worthy fellowteaivainly attempting to dive, set himself
diligently to swim right forward, towing us comfatily after him. | was ready to cut the line on
the least appearance of danger, and kept him ocoilnese for Safety Bay by striking the water
with a boat-hook, right or left, according as thdlé was disposed to turn too much one way or
the other.

The boys were delighted with the fun, and comparedto Neptune in his car, drawn by
dolphins, and accompanied by Amphitrite and attehdatons.

We landed safely at the usual place, near Rockbamg, the turtle was condemned and
executed soon afterward; the shell, which was qight feet long, and three broad, was, when
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cleaned and prepared, to form a trough for the msupply at the cave, and the meat was
carefully salted, and stored up for many a goodsawbry meal.

It had been my intention to bring a piece of lander cultivation before the next rainy season,
to be sown with different sorts of grain; but mamforeseen circumstances had intervened to
hinder this, and our animals, unaccustomed to e ywere not available for the plow.

| therefore gave up the idea for the present, glied myself, with Ernest's assistance, to
completing the loom, which, although the workmapsivas clumsy, | succeeded in making

quite fit for use. | had fortunately in my youngays spent many hours in the workshops of
weavers and other artisans, and therefore | urmetshore than might have been expected of
their various crafts.

Paste or size was required to smear over the thrdad we could not spare flour for such a
purpose, and | used isinglass, which kept the waopst perfectly well, and spared us the
necessity of setting up the loom in a damp uncotalide place, which has often to be done to
prevent the over-drying of the web.

Of this isinglass | also made thin plates, to beduas window-panes; they were at least as
transparent as horn, and when fixed deep in thie, @ed beyond the reach of rain, did good
service in admitting light.

Success encouraging me to persevere, | next begaeds-making; the spoils of the chase
having furnished us with plenty of leather, withiefh| covered light frames of wood, using

the hairy moss or lichen for stuffing, and ere Idhg animals were equipped with saddles,
stirrups, bridles, yokes, and collars, to the vgirgat satisfaction of their youthful riders and
drivers.

This occupation was followed by a great deal ofkmownnected with the annual return of the
herring shoals, which now took place; to them sedo®y, as on former occasions, shoals of
other fish, and many seals. More than ever awatbeofalue of all these, we did not fail to

make good use of our opportunities, and captuneg: laumbers.

The boys were getting anxious for another shoatixygedition; but before undertaking that, |

wished to do some basket-making, as sacks wer@tiagito fail us, and there was constant
demand for baskets in which to carry and keep oatsrand fruits. Our first attempts were

clumsy enough; but, as usual, perseverance wagdedaand we produced a good supply of
all sorts and sizes. One very large basket | faedswith openings through which to pass a
strong stick, so that it might, when heavily ladea,carried by two persons.

No sooner did the children see the force of themjdhan they got a bamboo, and popping little
Franz into the basket, carried him about in triumph

This amusement suggested a fresh notion to F@h, father,” cried he, "don't you think we
might make something like this for mother, and gdr@r much more comfortably than jolting
along in the cart?"

The boys shouted with glee at the proposal, andgihdheir mother thought the plan feasible
enough, she confessed that she did not much l&ehbught of sitting in the middle of a
basket, and just looking out now and then overithe

However, | assured her it should be a well-shapethfortable sedan-chair, or litter; and the
next question was how it should be carried, sith@eldoys could not play the part of Indian
palanquin-bearers, either with safety to their ragtbr with any pleasure to themselves.

"The bull and the buffalo!" cried Jack. "Why noeusiem for it? Let's go and try them now!"

Off ran the boys, and in a short time the basket sexurely hung between Storm and Grumble.
Fritz and Jack sprang into their saddles, and Emexy gingerly deposited himself in the
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"cradle,” as Franz called it; they set forth at@shsober pace, the animals, who were perfectly
docile, appearing only a little surprised at the@grangement.

"Oh, it is so pleasant, mother, it is a delighthubtion,” cried Ernest, as they passed us; "it
swings and rocks really soothingly. Quicker, Friggd quicker!" and the trot pleasing him
equally well, the pace gradually quickened, tik thnimals were going along at a rate which
shook and jolted the basket about most fearfulipeBt called and screamed in vain for a halt.
His brothers thought it capital fun to "shake upé t'professor,” and made the circuit of the
level ground near Rockburg, finally pulling up iroft of us, like performers stopping to
receive the applause of spectators.

It was impossible to help laughing, the scene wasdsculous, but Ernest was very angry with
his brothers, his reproaches provoked high word®eply, and a quarrel was imminent, but |
interfered, and showed them how easily a jokejedmoo far, would lead to disputes and bad
feeling, urging them to avoid on all occasions Angach of the good-fellowship and brotherly
love which was the mainstay of our strength anchregss.

Good humor was soon restored, Ernest himself heipethharness the beasts, and got some
handfuls of salt and barley to reward their exesiosaying that they must have some more
palanquin-practice another day.

| was seated with my wife and Fritz beneath thelshat the veranda, engaged in wicker-work,
and chatting pleasantly, when suddenly Fritz ggtagvanced a step or two, gazing fixedly
along the avenue which led from Jackal River, themxclaimed:

"l see something so strange in the distance, fatibat in the world can it be? first it seems to
be drawn in coils on the ground like a cable, thpnses as it were a little mast, then that sinks,
and the coils move along again. It is coming towhedbridge."

My wife took alarm at this description, and callitfie other boys, retreated into the cave,
where | desired them to close up the entrances,kae@ watch with firearms at the upper
windows. These were openings we had made in tHeabsome elevation, reached within by
steps, and a kind of gallery which passed alondrtre of the rooms.

Fritz remained by me while | examined the objeobtigh my spyglass.

"It is, as | feared, an enormous serpent!” cri€tt edvances directly this way, and we shall be
placed in the greatest possible danger, for itevdlss the bridge to a certainty.”

"May we not attack it, father?" exclaimed the braoy.

"Only with the greatest caution,” returned I; Stfar too formidable, and too tenacious of life,
for us rashly to attempt its destruction. Thank Ged are at Rockburg, where we can keep in
safe retreat, while we watch for an opportunitydéstroy this frightful enemy. Go up to your
mother now, and assist in preparing the firearmijlll join you directly, but | must further
observe the monster's movements."

Fritz left me unwillingly, while I continued to wett the serpent, which was of gigantic size,
and already much too near the bridge to admit efgbssibility of removing that means of
access to our dwelling. | recollected, too, howilgas would pass through the walls. The
reptile advanced with writhing and undulatory moeens, from time to time rearing its head to
the height of fifteen or twenty feet, and slowlyrting it about, as though on the lookout for

prey.

As it crossed the bridge, with a slow, suspiciouwiom, | withdrew, and hastily rejoined my
little party, which was preparing to garrison oartfess in warlike array, but with considerable
trepidation, which my presence served in a measua#ay.
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We placed ourselves at the upper openings, aitengly barricading everything below, and,
ourselves unseen, awaited with beating heartsutibeir advance of the foe, which speedily
became visible to us.

Its movements appeared to become uncertain, agylthpuzzled by the trace of human
habitation; it turned in different directions, éog and uncoiling, and frequently rearing its
head, but keeping about the middle of the spadent of the cave, when suddenly, as though
unable to resist doing so, one after another tlys liced, and even their mother discharged her
gun. The shots took not the slightest effect beystadtling the monster, whose movements
were accelerated. Fritz and | also fired with steradim, but with the same want of success, for
the monster, passing on with a gliding motion, exdehe reedy marsh to the left, and entirely
disappeared.

A wonderful weight seemed lifted from our heart$iles all eagerly discussed the vast length
and awful though magnificent appearance of theesgrpl had recognized it as the boa
constrictor. It was a vast specimen, upward otyHeet in length.

| explained to the children that its name in Solutherica is Boaguacu; the first syllable of that
word, with the Latin addition, which indicates thigkills its prey by pressure, or "constriction,"
gives the name by which it is commonly known.

The near neighborhood of this terrific reptile cgicaed me the utmost anxiety; and | desired
that no one should leave the house on any pretextever, without my express permission.

During three whole days we were kept in suspensefaar, not daring to stir above a few
hundred steps from the door, although during at time the enemy showed no sign of his
presence.

In fact, we might have been induced to think tha had passed across the swamp, and found
his way by some cleft or chasm through the waltldfs beyond, had not the restless behavior
of our geese and ducks given proof that he stikdd in the thicket of reeds which they were
accustomed to make their nightly resting place.

They swam anxiously about, and with much clappihwiogs and disturbed cackling showed
their uneasiness; finally taking wing they crosslee harbor, and took up their quarters on
Shark Island.

My embarrassment increased, as time passed onld not venture to attack with insufficient

force a monstrous and formidable serpent concealedense thickets amidst dangerous
swamps; yet it was dreadful to live in a state lotkade, cut off from all the important duties
in which we were engaged, and shut up with our alsinm the unnatural light of the cave,

enduring constant anxiety and perturbation.

Out of this painful state we were at last delivelgdnone other than our good old simple-
hearted donkey; not, however, by the exercise mfagseworthy quality, such as the vigilance
of the time-honored geese of the Capitol, but Beslistupidity.

Our situation was rendered the more critical fraawihg no great stock of provisions, or fodder
for the animals; and the hay failing us on the ewgwf the third day, | determined to set them
at liberty by sending them, under the guidanceritz Facross the river at the ford.

He was to ride Lightfoot, and they were to be fastetogether until safely over.

Next morning we began to prepare for this by tyingm in a line, and while so engaged my
wife opened the door, when old Grizzle, who waslirand frolicsome after the long rest and
regular feeding, suddenly broke away from the hattet some awkward capers, then, bolting
out, careered at full gallop straight for the marsh

In vain we called him by name. Fritz would even énaushed after him, had not | held him
back. In another moment the ass was close to tbketh and with the cold shudder of horror,
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we beheld the snake rear itself from its lair, fieey eyes glanced around, the dark, deadly jaws
opened widely, the forked tongue darted greeditthfe-poor Grizzle's fate was sealed.

Becoming aware on a sudden of his danger, he slogipart, spread out all four legs, and set
up the most piteous and discordant bray that evengvecho from rocks.

Swift and straight as a fencer's thrust, the dgstrovas upon him, wound round him,
entangled, enfolded, compressed him, all the whileningly avoiding the convulsive kicks of
the agonized animal.

A cry of horror arose from the spectators of thiserable tragedy.
"Shoot him, father! oh, shoot him—do save poor @eY¥

"My children, it is impossible!" cried I. "Our olftiend is lost to us forever! | have hopes,
however, that when gorged with his prey we maylile o attack the snake with some chance
of success."

"But the horrible wretch is never going to swalltwm all at once, father?" cried Jack. "That
will be too shocking!"

"Snakes have no grinders, but only fangs, therefloeg cannot chew their food, and must
swallow it whole. But although the idea is stadlint is not really more shocking than the
rending, tearing, and shedding of blood which osowhen the lions and tigers seize their

prey."

"But," said Franz, "how can the snake separatdléisd from the bones without teeth? And is
this kind of snake poisonous?"

"No, dear child,” said I, "only fearfully strong é@rerocious. And it has no need to tear the
flesh from the bones. It swallows them, skin, hand all, and digests everything in its
stomach."”

"It seems utterly impossible that the broad ribs, $trong legs, hoofs, and all, should go down
that throat," exclaimed Fritz.

"Only see,” | replied, "how the monster deals with victim; closer and more tightly he curls
his crushing folds, the bones give way, he is kmgpdim into a shapeless mass. He will soon
begin to gorge his prey, and slowly but surelyilt disappear down that distended maw!"

The mother, with little Franz, found the scenetath horrible, and hastened into the cave,
trembling and distressed.

To the rest of us there seemed a fearful fascinatioghe dreadful sight, and we could not move
from the spot. | expected that the boa, beforelswaig his prey, would cover it with saliva, to
aid in the operation, although it struck me thatviery slender forked tongue was about the
worst possible implement for such a purpose.

It was evident to us, however, that this populaaisvas erroneous.

The act of lubricating the mass must have takeweplduring the process of swallowing;
certainly nothing was applied beforehand.

This wonderful performance lasted from seven inrtteening until noon. When the awkward
morsel was entirely swallowed, the serpent lay, ddiktorted, and apparently insensible along
the edge of the marsh.

| felt that now or never was the moment for attack!

Calling on my sons to maintain their courage anes@nce of mind, | left our retreat with a
feeling of joyous emotion quite new to me, and apphed with rapid steps and leveled gun the
outstretched form of the serpent. Fritz followed ctusely.
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Jack, somewhat timidly, came several paces behiulle Ernest, after a little hesitation,
remained where he was.

The monster's body was stiff and motionless, wm@de its rolling and fiery eyes, and the
slow, spasmodic undulations of its tail more febfucontrast.

We fired together, and both balls entered the skiodl light of the eye was extinguished, and
the only movement was in the further extremityhsd body, which rolled, writhed, coiled, and
lashed from side to side.

Advancing closer, we fired our pistols directlyants head, a convulsive quiver ran through the
mighty frame, and the boa constrictor lay dead.

As we raised a cry of victory, Jack, desirous ehare in the glory of conquest, ran close to the
creature, firing his pistol into its side, when he&as sent sprawling over and over by a
movement of its tail, excited to a last galvaniefby the shot.

Being in no way hurt, he speedily recovered his, f@ed declared he had given it its quietus.

"l hope the terrible noise you made just now wasdignal of victory," said my wife, drawing
near, with the utmost circumspection, and holdingng tightly by the hand. "I was half afraid
to come, | assure you."

"See this dreadful creature dead at our feet; ehdid thank God that we have been able to
destroy such an enemy."

"What's to be done with him now?" asked Jack.

"Let us get him stuffed,"” said Fritz, "and set himpp in the museum among our shells and
corals."

"Did anybody ever think of eating serpents?" ingdiFranz.

"Of course not!" said his mother. "Why, child, semgs are poisonous—it would be very
dangerous.”

"Excuse me, my dear wife," said I. "First of afletboa is not poisonous; and then, besides that,
the flesh of even poisonous snakes can be eatdmowitdanger; as, for instance, the
rattlesnake, from which can be made a strong andistong soup, tasting very like good
chicken broth—of course, the cook must be tolchtow away the head, containing the deadly
fangs.

"It is remarkable that pigs do not fear poisononakes, but can kill and eat them without
injury. An instance of this occurs to my memoryvéssel on Lake Superior, in North America,
was wrecked on a small island, abounding in rattlkss, and for that reason uninhabited.

"The vessel had a cargo of live pigs. The crew msttdo the mainland in a boat, but the pigs
had to be left for some time, till the owner coutdurn to fetch them, but with the small hope
of finding many left alive.

"To his surprise, the animals were not only alivat remarkably fat and flourishing, while not
a single rattlesnake remained on the island. The lpad clearly eaten the serpents.”

"But might not some other cause have been assifpreitheir disappearance?" asked Ernest.
"Suppose, for example, that a great flight of sieecyebirds had arrived; they might have
cleared the island of rattlesnakes."

"Oh, what is a secretary bird?" interrupted Frahi#ought a secretary meant a man who wrote
letters?"

"So it does, Franz, and the bird Ernest spoke sfduaious long feathers projecting from either
side of its head, something like pens stuck behinthn's ear; hence its name.
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"It is perfectly true that it lives on snakes, lids, toads, and frogs, but, Ernest, | cannot gpre u
my pigs; for, in the first place, the secretarydbis an inhabitant of Southern Africa, and is
never seen in North America, neither does it elyeinfa flock; still, so ravenous is its appetite,
that, no doubt, even one or two, had they by somnacte found themselves on Lake Superior,
would have been able to give a very good accoutheftieadly reptiles, and at least shared in
the glory of their extermination.”

My wife having gone to prepare dinner, we contintadking as we rested in the shade of some
rocks, near the serpent, for a considerable tirhe.dpen air was welcome to us after our long
imprisonment: and we were, besides, desirous teedsif any birds of prey who might be
attracted to the carcass, which we wished to pvesamtire.

My boys questioned me closely on the subject gbessis in general; and | described to them
the action of the poison fangs; how they foldedkbat the sides of the upper jaw; and how the
poison-secreting glands and reservoir are fourtbeaback and sides of the head, giving to the
venomous serpents that peculiar width of head wisislo unfailing a characteristic.

"The fangs are hollow," said I, "and when the areatbites, the pressure forces down a tiny
drop of the liquid poison, which enters the wouawald, through the veins, quickly spreads over
the entire system. Sometimes, if taken in timegsware effected, but in most cases the bite of a
serpent is followed by speedy death."”

The children were much interested in my accounthef snake-charmers of India, how they
fearlessly handle the most deadly of the serpés,tthe Cobra di Capello—or hooded cobra—
cause them to move in time to musical sounds framall pipe, twine the reptile about their

arms and bare necks, and then, to prove that tls®mpdangs have not been removed, make
them bite a fowl, which soon dies from the effects.

"How is it possible to extract the fangs, fathea8ked Ernest.

"No instrument is required,” replied I; "I have dethe account written by a gentleman in India,

who saw a snake-charmer catch a large cobra ijutigge, and for the purpose of removing the

fangs, hold up a cloth at which the irritated snéie and the fangs being caught in it, the man
seized the reptile by the throat, extracted themd, then squeezed out the poison, a clear oily
substance, upon a leaf."

"What does the rattle of the rattlesnake look liked how does it sound?"

"At the tip of the tail are a number of curiouspde, horny structures formed of the same
substance as the scales. A very good idea of toetste of the rattle may be formed by
slipping a number of thimbles loosely into eacheoth

"The rattlesnake lies coiled with its head flatddhe tip of its tail elevated; when alarmed or
irritated it gives a quivering movement to the tailich causes the joints of the rattle to shake
against each other with a peculiar sound not easlcribed; all animals, even horses newly
brought from Europe, tremble at this noise, anddrgscape."

"What is the best thing to be done for the bita serpent?” inquired Fritz.
"Remedies are very various, very uncertain, an@émifith the species inflicting the bite.

"Suction, ammonia, oil, the use of the knife, apgtiion of fresh mold, lunar caustic, leaves of
certain plants, all these and more are mentionbdreTis a creeping plant, callédistolochia
indica, the leaves of which have in repeated instances dmnders for fearful bites. It is found
in many parts of the world, but most plentifullytire hotter regions.

"A mode of cure adopted by the natives of Indiayl®@® and parts of Africa, is by the
application of a remarkable object called snakeestoThese are described as flattish,
something like half an almond with squared end$eralight, bearing a very high polish, and
of an intense jetty black.
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"On being bitten by a cobra, the sufferer applies of these 'stones' to each puncture, where
they adhere strongly for a time, five or six mirsuteeing about the average. They seem to
absorb the blood as it flows from the wound, anthsit fall off, when the danger is considered
to be over.

"But now we must leave this fertile subject of dission, and | can only say | sincerely trust we
may never have cause to resume it from the appsamanother serpent here of any sort,
size, or description.

"Come, Ernest, can you not give us an epitaph diouafortunate friend the donkey?

"We must afford him more honorable sepulture tharehjoys at present, when we proceed, as
we speedily must, to disembowel his murderer.”

Ernest took the matter quite seriously, and plantms elbows on his knees, he bent his
thoughtful brow in his hands, and remained wragtaetic meditation for about two minutes.

"I have it!" cried he; "but perhaps you will aligh at me?"

"No, no, don't be shy, old fellow; spit it out!" dthus encouraged by his brother, Ernest, with
the blush of a modest author, began:

"Beneath this stone poor Grizzle's bones are laid,
A faithful ass he was, and loved by all.
At length, his master's voice he disobeyed,
And thereby came his melancholy fall.
A monstrous serpent, springing from the grass,
Seized, crushed, and swallowed him before our eyes.
But we, though yet we mourn our honest ass,
Are grateful; for he thereby saved the lives
Of all the human beings on this shore—
A father, mother, and their children four."

"Hurrah for the epitaph! Well done, Ernest!" resded on all sides, and taking out a large red
pencil | used for marking wood, the lines wereHuarith inscribed on a great flat stone, being,
as | told the boy, the very best poetry that haat &een written on our coast.

We then had dinner, and afterward went to work withserpent.

The first operation was to recover the mangled mesnaf the ass, which being effected, he was
buried in the soft marshy ground close by, andhttie filled up with fragments of rock.

Then we yoked Storm and Grumble to the serpentdeagied it to a convenient distance from
Rockburg, where the process of skinning, stuffenyl sewing up again afforded occupation of
the deepest interest to the boys for several days.

We took great pains to coil it round a pole in theseum, arranging the head with the jaws
wide open, so as to look as alarming as possiloid, contriving to make eyes and tongue
sufficiently well to represent nature; in fact, odogs never passed the monster without
growling, and must have wondered at our taste @pke such a pet.

Over the entrance leading to the museum and lilwarg inscribed these words:
NO ADMITTANCE FOR ASSES

The double meaning of this sentence pleased usiénsely.
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CHAPTER XiIli

THE CRYSTAL CAVE—BAGGING A BEAR

The greatest danger to which we had yet been edpwas now over, but there remained much
anxiety in my mind lest another serpent might, endey us, have entered the swamp, or might
appear, as this had done, from the country beyahzbRhurst.

| projected then two excursions, the first to makéhorough examination of the thicket and
morass; the next right away to the Gap, throughckvtalone the arch-enemy could have
entered our territory.

On summoning my sons to accompany me to the mafsland neither Ernest nor Jack very
eager to do so, the latter vowing he had the cbidess each time he thought how his ribs
might have been smashed by the last flap of thé&eshaail, but | did not yield to their
reluctance, and we finally set about crossing thesimby placing planks and wicker hurdles on
the ground, and changing their places as we addance

Nothing was discovered beyond tracks in the reedsthe creature's lair; where the rushes,
grass, and bog-plants were beaten down.

Emerging beyond the thicket we found ourselvesion §round, near the precipitous wall of
rock, and perceived a clear sparkling brook flowfrgm an opening, which proved to be a
cave or grotto of considerable size.

The vaulted roof was covered with stalactites, &/hilany formed stately pillars, which seemed
as though supporting the roof. The floor was strewith fine snow-white earth, with a smooth
soapy feeling, which | felt convinced was fullezarth.

"Well, this is a pleasant discovery!" said I. "Tigsas good as soap for washing, and will save
me the trouble of turning soap-boiler.”

Perceiving that the streamlet flowed from an opgroh some width in the inner rock, Fritz
passed through, in order to trace it to its soupzesently shouting to me that the opening
widened very much, and begging me to follow him.

| did so, leaving the other boys in the outer cau®l fired a pistol-shot—the reverberating
echoes of which testified to the great extent efiface; and lighting the bit of candle | always
carried with me, we advanced, the light burningacland steadily, though shedding a very
feeble light in so vast a space.

Suddenly Fritz exclaimed:

"I verily believe this is a second cave of salteS®w the walls glance! and how the light is
reflected from the roof!"

"These cannot be salt crystals,” said I; "the wateich flows over them leaves no track, and
tastes quite sweet. | am rather inclined to belighad we have penetrated into a cave of rock
crystal!

"Oh, how splendid! Then we have discovered a greasure!"

"Certainly, if we could make any use of it; othesei in our situation, it is about as valuable as
the lump of gold found by good old Robinson Cru%oe.

"Anyhow, | will break off a piece for a specimerees here is a fine bit, only rather dull, and
not transparent; what a pity! | must knock off drest”

"You must go more carefully to work, or it will l&as dull as the first. You destroyed its true
form, which is that of a pyramid, with six sidesfaces."
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We remained some time in this interesting grottot bur light burnt low after we had
examined it in different directions; and Fritz hayisecured a large lump, which exhibited
several crystals in perfection, we quitted the @J&ritz discharging a farewell shot for the sake
of hearing the grand echoes.

On reaching the open air we saw poor Jack sobbtteglip, but as soon as we appeared he ran
joyfully toward us, and threw himself into my arms.

"My child, what is the matter?" | cried anxiously.

"Oh, | thought you were lost! | heard a noise twias if the rocks had shattered down; and |
thought you and Fritz were crushed in the ruingtds horrible! How glad | am to see you!"

| comforted the child, and explained the noisebdx heard, inquiring why he was alone.
"Ernest is over there among the reeds; | daresalycheot hear the shots.”

| found Ernest busily engaged in weaving a baskewhich to catch fish; he had devised it
ingeniously, with a funnel-shaped entrance; througich the fish passing would not easily
find their way out, but would remain swimming abouthe wide part of the apparatus.

"l shot a young serpent while you were away, fathsaid he. "It lies there covered with
rushes; it is nearly four feet long, and as thiskrey arm.”

"A serpent!” cried I, hurrying toward it in alarrand fearing there must be a brood of them in
the swamp after all.

"A fine large eel, you mean, my boy. This will prde an excellent supper for us to-night. | am
glad you had the courage to kill it, instead ofingkto your heels and fleeing from the supposed
serpent.”

"Well, | thought it would be so horrid to be purdugnd caught that | preferred facing it; my
shot took effect, but it was very difficult to kilhe creature outright; it moved about although
its head was smashed."

"The tenacity of life possessed by eels is veryamable,” | said. "I have heard that the best
mode of killing them is to grasp them by the neoH alap their tails smartly against a stone or
post."

We made our way back more easily by keeping closked cliffs, where the ground was firmer,
and found the mother washing clothes at the fonn@&he rejoiced greatly at our safe return,
and was much pleased with the supply of fullerisheas she said there was now very little
soap left. The eel was cooked for supper, and duhie evening a full account was given of
our passage through the swamp, and discovery abtikecrystal cavern.

It was most important to ascertain whether any esgrpurked among the woods of our little
territory between the cliffs and the sea. Prepamnatiwere set on foot for the second and greater
undertaking of a search throughout the country bdybe river, as far as the Gap. | wished all
the family to go on the expedition, a decision vhiave universal satisfaction.

Intending to be engaged in this search for seweeaks, we took the small tent and a store of
all sorts of necessary provisions, as well as fimsatools, cooking utensils, and torches.

All these things were packed on the cart, which d@svn by Storm and Grumble. Jack and
Franz mounted them, and acted at once the paidafrand drivers. My wife sat comfortably
in the cart, Fritz rode in advance, while Ernest bwalked; we were protected in flank by the
dogs and Fangs, the tame jackal.

Directing our course toward Woodlands, we saw maiages of the serpent's approach to
Rockburg. In some places, where the soil was loteefrail, like a broad furrow, was very
evident indeed.
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At Falconhurst we made a halt, and were, as uaigtomed by the poultry, as well as by the
sheep and goats.

We then passed on to Woodlands, where we arrivadyhtfall. All was peaceful and in good
order; no track of the boa in that direction; ngnsi of visits from mischievous apes; the little
farm and its inhabitants looked most flourishing.

Next day was passed in making a survey of the inmeedeighborhood, at the same time
collecting a quantity of cotton, which was wantet hew pillows and cushions. In the
afternoon Franz was my companion, carrying a sguallintrusted to him for the first time.

We took Fan and Bruno with us, and went slowly gltime left bank of the lake, winding our
way among reedy thickets, which frequently turnedaside a considerable distance from the
water. The dogs hunted about in all directions, r@mgkd duck, snipe, and heron. These usually
flew directly across the lake so that Franz gotchance of a shot. He began to get rather
impatient, and proposed firing at the black swares saw sailing gracefully on the glassy
surface of the lake.

Just then a harsh booming sound struck our egraused in wonder as to whence the noise
proceeded, while Franz exclaimed, "Oh, father,tbhahbe Swift, our young onager?"

"It cannot possibly be Swift," said I; adding, aftstening attentively a minute or two, "I am
inclined to think it must be the cry of a bitteenfine handsome bird of the nature of a heron.”

"Oh! may | shoot it, father? But | wonder how adbaan make that roaring noise! One would
think it was an ox, it is more like lowing than pirag."

"The noise creatures make depends more on thergotish of the windpipe, its relation to the
lungs and the strength of the muscles which fonagetioe breath, than on their size. As, for
example, how loud is the song of the nightingald e little canary bird. Some people say
that the bittern booms with his long bill partlyrdist into the boggy ground, which increases the
hollow muffled sound of its very peculiar cry."

Franz was very anxious that the first trophy of dni; should be so rare a bird as the bittern;
the dogs were sent into the wood, and we waitecesdistance apart, in readiness to fire.

All at once there was a great rustling in the tetckranz fired, and | heard his happy voice
calling out:

"I've hit him! I've hit him!"
"What have you hit?" shouted | in return.
"A wild pig," said he; "but bigger than Fritz's."

"Aha! | see you remember the agouti! Perhaps rtatsa hog at all but one of our little pigs
from the farm. What will the old sow say to youafkz?"

| soon joined my boy, and found him in transporftgoy over an animal certainly very much
like a pig, although its snout was broad and bllinkas covered with bristles, had no tail, and
in color was a yellowish gray.

Examining it carefully, and noticing its webb feetd its curious teeth, | decided that it must be
a capybara, a water-loving animal of South Amerared Franz was overjoyed to find that he
had shot "a new creature,” as he said. It wascdiffito carry it home, but he very sensibly
proposed that we should open and clean the cansdissh) would make it lighter—and then
putting it in a game bag, he carried it till quited out; he then asked if | thought Bruno would
let him strap it on his back. We found the dog mgl to bear the burden, and reached
Woodlands soon afterward.
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There we were surprised to see Ernest surroundednaynber of large rats which lay dead on
the ground.

"Where can all these have come from?" exclaiméiHave you and your mother been rat-
hunting instead of gathering rice as you intended?"

"We came upon these creatures quite unexpecteléy,teplied, "while in the rice swamp.
Knips, who was with us, sprang away to a kind efglshaped mound among the reeds, and
pounced upon something, which tried to escapearttole. He chattered and gnashed his teeth,
and the creature hissed and squeaked, and runpihtpund he had got a big rat by the tail; he
would not let go, and the rat could not turn in tia@row entrance to bite him, but | soon pulled
it out and killed it with my stick.

"The mound was a curious looking erection, so kbrd open with some difficulty, and in
doing this dislodged quite a dozen of the creatusesne | killed, but many plunged into the
water and escaped.

"On examining their dwelling | found it a vaultednnel made of clay and mud, and thickly
lined with sedges, rushes, and water-lily leaves.

"There were other mounds or lodges close by, aekisg an entrance to one | stretched my
game bag across it, and then hammered on the iloafwthole lot of rats sprang out, several

right into the bag. | hit away right and left, lnggan to repent of my audacity when | found the
whole community swarming about in the wildest extient, some escaping, but many
stopping in bewilderment, while others actuallyaekied me.

"It was anything but pleasant, | assure you, ahddan to think of Bishop Hatto in the Mouse
Tower on the Rhine. Knips liked it as little asidl,dand skipped about desperately to get out of
their way, though he now and then seized a rahbyeck in his teeth.

"Just as | began to shout for help, Juno came dgshrough the reeds and water, and made
quick work with the enemy, all flying from her atka

"My mother had great difficulty in forcing her walgrough the marsh to the scene of action,
but reached me at last; and we collected all taa gb show you, and for the sake of their
skins."

This account excited my curiosity, and | went tamine the place Ernest described: where |
found, to my surprise, an arrangement much likeavér dam, though on a small scale, and
less complete.

"You have discovered a colony of beaver rats,” daid Ernest, "so called from their
resemblance in skill and manner of life to that denful creature.

"Muskrat, musquash, and ondatra are other names govthem. They have, you see, webbed
feet and flattened tails, and we shall find thagytttarry two small glands containing the
scented substance called musk. The sooner weoétripe skins the better; they will be useful
for making caps."”

We went back to the house, and met Fritz and Jatkgturned from their excursion, reporting
that no trace of serpents, great or small, had bestrwith.

Jack carried in his hat about a dozen eggs; arnd Ikaid shot a couple of heath fowls, a cock
and hen.

We sat down to supper, Franz eager to partakesatdpybara. Even he himself made a face at
the peculiar flavor of the meat.

"It is the musk which you taste,” said I; and | dédsed to them the various animals in which
this strange liquid is found; the musk deer, muskavocodile, muskrat of India (also called
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soudeli, which taints a corked bottle of wine, tifonly runs across it), concluding with an
account of the civet, called also civet-cat.

"The civet,” said |, "is a handsome black and whménal, and the perfume obtained from it
was formerly considered a valuable medicine; inghesent day it is used chiefly as a scent.
This odoriferous substance is secreied,, formed, in a double glandular pouch near the tall
and the Dutch keep the creature in captivity, s ittrshall afford them a continual supply.

"The method of removing the civet perfume is ingesi The animal is very quick and elastic
in its movements, and having sharp teeth it ispt@asant to handle. So it is put into a long,
narrow cage in which it cannot turn round, a hgraas is then introduced, and the perfume, a
thick, oily stuff something like butter, is coolscraped from the pouch, the plundered civet
being then released from strait durance, untiktngply is re-formed."

Presently Jack ran for his game bag, producing damtenvhich he had forgotten. Several pale
green apples, quite new to us, excited generaitaite

"Why, what are those? Are they good?" | asked.

"l hope so, for we sadly want something to takeyathe taste of Franz's beast," said Jack: "but
Fritz and | were afraid of eating some awful poisomther, like the manchineel, so we brought
them for the inspection of the learned master Khips

| took one and cut it in two, remarking that it tamned a circle of seeds or pips, instead of the
stone of the manchineel. At that moment Knips stdyne behind me, and snatching up one-
half, began to munch it with the liveliest satigfac, an example which the boys were so eager
to follow that a general scramble ensued, and | dwade trouble in securing a couple of the

apples for myself and their mother.

| imagined this to be the cinnamon apple of theilkst

Everyone seeming wearied by the fatigues of the, day mattresses and pillows were
arranged, and the inmates of Woodlands betook thleessto repose.

With early light we commenced the next day's joyrmirecting our course to a point between
the sugar-brake and the Gap, where we had once anadk of arbor of the branches of trees;
as this remained in pretty good condition, we spraasailcloth over the top of it, instead of
pitching the tent, and made it very comfortablertpra for the short time | proposed to stay
there.

Our object being to search the neighborhood faresaof the boa constrictor, or any of his
kindred, Fritz, Jack, and Franz went with me togtgar-cane brake, and we satisfied ourselves
that our enemy had not been there. It was longesme had enjoyed the fresh juice of these
canes, and we were refreshing ourselves therewitien a loud barking of dogs, and loud
rustling and rattling through the thicket of candisfurbed our pleasant occupation, and, as we
could see nothing a yard off where we stood, |ibdrto the open ground, and with guns in
readiness we awaited what was coming.

In a few minutes a herd of creatures like littlgpissued from the thicket, and made off in
single file at a brisk trot; they were of a unifogray color, and showed short sharp tusks.

My trusty double-barrel speedily laid low two ofetlugitives; the others continued to follow
the leader in line, scarcely turning aside to ptmes dead bodies of their comrades, and
maintaining the same steady pace, although FrdzJank also fired and killed several.

| felt certain that these were peccaries, and keceld that an odoriferous gland in the back
must be removed immediately, otherwise the medtheitome tainted, and quite unfit to eat.
This operation, with the help of my boys, | accagly performed at once.

Presently, hearing shots in the direction of thevioere we had left Ernest and his mother, |
sent Jack to their assistance, desiring him tdfete cart, that the booty might be conveyed to
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our encampment, employing the time of his absemapening and cleaning the animals, thus
reducing their weight.

Ernest came back with Jack and the cart, and wttiat the procession of peccaries had passed
near the hut, and that he, with Juno's help, headlred three of them.

| was glad to hear this, as | had determined te eugood supply of hams, and we made haste
to load the cart; the boys adorned it with flowansl green boughs, and with songs of triumph
which made the woods ring they conveyed the vatuabpply of game to the hut, where their
mother anxiously waited for us.

After dinner we set to work upon our pigs, singeamgl scalding off the bristles; | cut out the
hams, divided the flitches, bestowed consideraloigigns of the carcass on the dogs, and
diligently cleansed and salted the meat, whilebitnes prepared a shed, where it was to be hung
to be cured in the smoke of fires of green wood.

This unexpected business of course detained usiplace for some time. On the second day,
when the smoking shed was ready, the boys wer@asxd cook the smallest porker in the

Otaheitian fashion. For this purpose they dug @&,hol which they burned a quantity of dry

grass, sticks, and weeds, heating stones, whicé placed round the sides of the pit.

While the younger boys made ready the oven, Fnitgesl and washed his peccary, stuffing it
with potatoes, onions, and herbs, and a good dprin&f salt and pepper.

He then sewed up the opening, and enveloped thim egge leaves to guard it from the ashes
and dust of its cooking-place.

The fire no longer blazed, but the embers and stovere glowing hot; the pig was carefully
placed in the hole, covered over with hot ashed,tha hole with earth, so that it looked like a
big mole heap.

Dinner was looked forward to with curiosity, as lhas appetite; my wife, as usual, distrusting
our experiments, was not sanguine of success, ade neady some plain food apiaaller.

She was well pleased with the curing-hut, which wasmy enough to hang all our hams and
bacon. On a wide hearth in the middle we kindlelhrge fire, which was kept constantly
smoldering by heaping it with damp grass and gieeod. The hut being closed in above, the
smoke filled it, and penetrated the meat thorougthiis process it had to undergo for several
days.

In a few hours Fritz gave notice that he was goangpen his oven.

Great excitement prevailed as he removed the darfhand stones, and a delicious appetizing
odor arose from the opening. It was the smell ast@ork, certainly, but with a flavor of spices
which surprised me, until | thought of the leavesvhich the food had been wrapped.

The peccary was carefully raised, and when a fewdets were picked off, it looked a
remarkably well-cooked dish. Fritz was highly commnted on his success, even by his
mother.

The scented leaves were, | thought, those of awteeh | knew to be found in Madagascar,
called by the natives ravensara, or "good leafis Baid to combine the scent of the nutmeg,
clove, and cinnamon. The fruit is a species of pagsessing the scent of the leaves in a more
delicate degree, and from it an oil or essenceigslldd, which is highly valued in native
cookery.

During the process of curing our large supply ahkand bacon, which occupied several days,
we roamed about the neighborhood in all directifingling no trace of the serpent, but making
many valuable acquisitions, among which were somgangic bamboos, from fifty to sixty feet
in length and of proportionate thickness. Theseswtut across near the joints, formed capital
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casks, tubs, and pots; while the long sharp thaxhgch begirt the stem at intervals, were as
strong and useful as iron nails.

One day we made an excursion to the farm at Prosfibcand were grievously provoked to
find that the vagabond apes had been there, andgwtaerrible mischief, as before at
Woodlands.

The animals and poultry were scattered, and evieryih the cottage so torn and dirtied, that it
was vain to think of setting things right that deye therefore very unwillingly left the disorder
as we found it, purposing to devote time to theknadterward.

When all was in readiness for the prosecution ofjourney, we closed and barricaded the hut,
in which, for the present, we left the store of digcand arranging our march in the usual
patriarchal style, we took our way to the Gap, ttn@rough defense of which defile was the
main object we had in view.

Our last halting-place being much enclosed by shridamboos, and brushwood, we had
during our stay opened a path through the cankehin the direction we were about to travel,
this we now found of the greatest assistance, lmmtbaded cart passed on without impediment.

The ground was open and tolerably level beyondthab in a few hours we arrived at the
extreme limit of our coast territory.

We halted on the outskirts of a little wood, behwmdich, to the right, rose the precipitous and
frowning cliffs of the mountain gorge, while to theft flowed the torrent, leaving between it
and the rocks the narrow pass we called the Gappassing onward to mingle its water with
the sea.

The wood afforded us pleasant shelter; and starfdgiyg and within gunshot of the mouth of
the rocky pass, | resolved to make it our campilagg We therefore unpacked the cart, and
made our usual arrangements for safety and conmotrtiorgetting to examine the wood itself,
SO as to ascertain whether it harbored any dangenoimals.

Nothing worse than wild cats was discovered. Wéudied several of these creatures in their
pursuit of birds and small game, but they fledwatapproach.

By the time dinner was ready we felt much fatigusagd some hours of unusually sultry and
oppressive heat compelled us to rest until towasmhimg, when returning coolness revived our
strength. We pitched the tent, and then occupiedebtes with preparations for the next day,
when it was my intention to penetrate the counteydmd the defile, and make a longer
excursion across the Savannah than had yet beentakein.

All was ready for a start at an early hour; my leravife consented to remain in camp with
Franz as her companion, while the three elder bawyd,all the dogs, except Juno, went with
me.

We expected to find it somewhat difficult to maker evay through the narrowest part of the
pass, which had been so strongly barricaded amdgalavith thorny shrubs, but found on the
contrary that the fences and walls were broken damdthdisarranged. It was thus very evident
that the great snake, as well as the herd of pesgdrad made an entrance here.

This barricade was the first check that had beangal by hand of man upon the wild free will
of nature in this lonely place.

With one consent storms, floods, torrents, andntiheé beasts of the forest, had set themselves
to destroy it.

We resolved to make the defenses doubly strongghminvinced that the position was capable
of being barricaded and fortified so as to resistihvaders we dreaded.
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The prospect which opened before us on emerging fre rocky pass was wide and varied.
Swelling hills and verdant wooded vales were segome hand, while a great plain stretched
before us, extending from the banks of the rivavaiml a chain of lofty mountains, whose
summits were rendered indistinct in the haze ofdis&ance.

We crossed the stream, which we named East RiMerg four flasks with water, and it was
well we did so, for in continuing our journey, wauhd the soil become more arid and parched
than we had expected; in fact we soon appearedwswted by a desert.

The boys were astonished at the altered appeanttee country, part of which had been
explored when we met with the buffaloes. | reminttezin of the difference of the season; that
the expedition had been made directly after thestawhen vegetation had clothed with
transient beauty this region, which, possessingaurce of moisture itself, had become scathed
and bare during the blazing heat of summer.

Our march proceeded slowly, and many were the uptorantary remarks made on the "new
country."

It was "Arabia Petrea,” groaned one. "Desert ofa&ah sighed another. "Fit abode for
demons," muttered a third. "Subterranean volcares fare raging beneath our feet."

"Patience, my good fellows!" cried I; "you are teasily discouraged. Look beyond the
toilsome way to those grand mountains, whose sgn@rslready stretching forward to meet us.
Who knows what pleasant surprises await us amid skeep declivities? |, for my part, expect
to find water, fresh grass, trees, and a lovelfirgsplace.”

We were all glad to repose beneath the shade ofitsteover-hanging rock we came to,
although, by pressing further upward, we might haivained to a pleasanter spot.

Looking back toward the Gap, we marked the straxgrast of the smiling country bordering
the river, and the dreary, monotonous plain wetheacersed.

After gazing on the distant scene, we produced stare of provisions, and were busily
engaged, when Knips (our constant companion) sugldegan to snuff and smell about in a
very ridiculous way; finally, with a shriek whicheanknew was expressive of pleasure, he set
off at full speed, followed by all the dogs, upaatof glen behind us.

We left them to their own devices, being far toegslantly engaged with our refreshments to
care much what fancy the little rogue had got s\Head.

When hunger was somewhat appeased, Fritz once gastdis eyes over the expanse of plain
before us, and after looking fixedly for a momentglaimed:

"Is it possible that | see a party of horsememgdat full gallop toward us! Can they be wild
Arabs of the desert?"

"Arabs, my boy! certainly not; but take the spyglasd make them out exactly. We shall have
to be on our guard, whatever they are!"

"l cannot see distinctly enough to be sure,” sadphesently, "and imagination supplies the
deficiency of sight in most strange fashion. | cbdncy them wild cattle, loaded carts,
wandering haycocks, in fact almost anything | llke.

The spyglass passed from hand to hand; Jack amstEagreed in thinking the moving objects
were men on horseback; but when it came to mytwmitaok, | at once pronounced them to be
very large ostriches.

"This is fortunate, indeed!" | exclaimed; "we murst to secure one of these magnificent birds;
the feathers alone are worth having."

"A live ostrich, father! that would be splendid. Whve might ride upon him!"
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As the ostriches approached, we began to considehat way we should attempt a capture. |
sent Fritz and Jack to recall the dogs, and placgself with Ernest behind some shrubs which
would conceal us from the birds as they came onward

The boys did not rejoin us for some little timegyfound Knips and the dogs at a pool of water
formed by a small mountain stream, which the molskaystinct had detected; his sudden
departure was thus accounted for, and they avéiecnhselves right gladly of his discovery,
filling their flasks, and hastily bathing beforesthreturn.

The ostriches continued to come in our directioatying their pace as though in sport,
springing, trotting, galloping, and chasing eacheotround and round, so that their approach
was by no means rapid.

| could now perceive that of the five birds oneyowias a male, the white plumes of the wings
and tail contrasting finely with the deep glossgdid of the neck and body.

The color of the females being ashen brown, thecefof their white plumes was not so
handsome.

"I do not believe we shall have a chance with thasgs,” said |, "except by sending Fritz's
eagle in pursuit; and for that we must bide ouetiand let them come as near as possible.”

"In what way, then, are ostriches caught by theseatof the African deserts?" inquired Fritz.

"Sometimes by chase on horseback; but their speead very great, that even that must be
conducted by stratagem.

"When these birds are pursued, they will run foursdn a wide circle; the hunter gallops after
them, but describes a much smaller circle, andtbarefore maintain the pace for a longer
time, waiting to make the attack until the birdatigued.

"Among the Bushmen, the hunter sometimes envelbpaself in the skin of an ostrich, his
legs doing duty for those of the bird, and his ananaging the head and neck so as to imitate
the movements of the bird when feeding. The entngy hunter is thus enabled to get among a
flock of ostriches, and to shoot them with arrows after another.

"When aware of an enemy they defend themselvesedssty, using their powerful legs as
weapons, always kicking forward, and inflicting adéul injuries on dogs, and even on men, if
attacked without due precaution. But let us takeoup positions, and keep perfectly still, for
the ostriches are at hand!"

We held the dogs concealed as much as possiblestaibely birds suddenly perceiving us,
paused, hesitated, and appeared uneasy. Yet asvenmant was made, they drew a few steps
nearer, with outstretched necks, examining cunotis# unwonted spectacle before them.

The dogs became impatient, struggled from our grasw furiously rushed toward our
astonished visitors. In an instant they turned #ied with the speed of the wind; their feet
seemed not to touch the ground, their wings aitiiegmarvelously rapid progress.

In a few moments they would have been beyond agfrebut as they turned to fly the eagle
was unhooded. Singling out the male bird the falowade his fatal swoop, and piercing the
skull, the magnificent creature was laid low. Befave could reach the spot the dogs had
joined the bird of prey, and were fiercely tearthg flesh and bedabbling the splendid plumes
with gore.

This sight grieved us.

"What a pity we could not capture this gloriousdbalive!" exclaimed Fritz, as we took its
beautiful feathers; "it must, | am sure, have stomte than six feet high, and two of us might
have mounted him at once!"
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"In the vast sandy deserts where nothing grows,twha flocks of these birds find to live
upon?" inquired Ernest.

"That would indeed be hard to say, if the desedrewutterly barren and unfruitful,” returned I,
"but over these sandy wastes a beneficent Provdsoatters plants of wild melons, which
absorb and retain every drop of moisture, and whjgbnch the thirst as well as satisfy the
hunger of the ostriches and other inhabitants efllds. These melons, however, do not
constitute his entire diet; he feeds freely on ggasdates, and hard grain, when he can obtain
them."

"Does the ostrich utter any cry?"

"The voice of the ostrich is a deep, hollow, rumglsound, so much resembling the roar of the
lion as occasionally to be mistaken for it. But whlaes Jack mean by waving his cap and
beckoning in that excited fashion? What has thefbagd, | wonder!"

He ran a little way toward us, shouting:
"Eggs, father! Ostriches' eggs! a huge nest full-edme quick!"

We all hastened to the spot, and in a slight holddwhe ground beheld more than twenty eggs,
as large as an infant's head.

The idea of carrying more than two away with us vpasposterous, although the boys,
forgetting what the weight would be, seriously emnplated clearing the nest.

They were satisfied when a kind of landmark hachlsst up, so that if we returned we might
easily find the nest.

As each egg weighed about three pounds, the bays feaind the burden considerable, even
when tied into a handkerchief and carried like skieh To relieve them, | cut a strong elastic
heath stick, and suspending an egg in its slingaah end, laid the bent stick over Jack's
shoulder, and like a Dutch dairy-maid with her mpliils, he stepped merrily along without
inconvenience.

We presently reached a marshy place, surroundihiglea pool evidently fed by the stream
which Knips had discovered. The soft ground wasldem and marked by the footsteps of
many different sorts of animals; we saw tracks uffdloes, antelopes, onagas or quaggas, but
no trace whatever of any kind of serpent; hithedo journey in search of monster reptiles had
been signalized by very satisfactory failure.

By this brook we sat down to rest and take somé;fé@angs presently disappeared, and Jack
calling to his pet discovered him gnawing at sonmgthwhich he had dug from the marsh.
Taking it for a root of some sort, Jack brougtibitmy inspection. | dipped it in water to clear
off the mud, and to my surprise found a queekeliitting creature, no bigger than half an apple,
in my hand. It was a small tortoise.

"A tortoise, | declare!" cried Fritz. "What a longay from the sea. How came it here, |
wonder?"

"Perhaps there has been a tortoise-shower," rech&keest. "One reads of frog-showers in the
time of the ancient Romans."

"Hullo, Professor! you're out for once," said 1.hi¥ is nothing but a mud-tortoise, which lives
in wet, marshy ground and fresh water. They aréulsegardens; for although they like a few
lettuce leaves now and then, they will destroy nerslof snails, grubs, and worms."

Resuming our journey, we arrived at a charmingeyalverdant, fruitful, and shaded by clumps
of graceful trees. It afforded us the greatestgiieland refreshment to pass along this cool and
lovely vale, which we agreed to call Glen Verdant.
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In the distance we could see herds of antelopedufiialoes feeding; but as our dogs
continually ranged a long way ahead of us, theyevegrickly startled, and vanished up one or
other of the narrow gorges which opened out oivtikey.

Following the imperceptible windings of the vales were surprised, on quitting it for the more
open ground, to find ourselves in a country we waready acquainted with, and not far from
the Jackal Cave, as we called the place where Fatjbeen captured in cubhood.

On recognizing the spot, Ernest, who was in advavitteone of the dogs, hastened toward it.
We lost sight of him for a few minutes, and theosara cry of terror, violent barking, and deep,
surly growls.

As we rushed forward, Ernest met us, looking whgeshes, and calling out:
"A bear, a bear, father! He is coming after me!"
The boy clung to me in mortal fear. | felt his wadtame quivering.

"Courage, my son!" cried I, disengaging myself frm grasp; "we must prepare for instant
defense!”

The dogs dashed forward to join the fray, whatevess; and not long were we in doubt. To
my no small consternation, an enormous bear maseappearance, quickly followed by
another.

With leveled guns, my brave Fritz and | advanceavll to meet them. Jack was also ready to
fire, but the shock had so unnerved Ernest thdtaiky took to his heels. We fired together,
one at each bear; but though hit, the monsters weii@tunately only wounded. We found it
most difficult to take aim, as the dogs beset thmmall sides. However, they were much
disabled, one having the lower jaw broken, andatier, with a bullet in his shoulder, was
effectually lamed. The dogs, perceiving their adaga, pressed more closely round their foes,
who yet defended themselves furiously, with frightyells of pain and rage. Such was the
confusion and perpetual movement of the strugbl, itdared not fire again, seeing that even
slightly wounding one of our gallant hounds wouftstantly place him in the power of the
raging bears.

Watching our opportunity, we suddenly advanced Wathded pistols to within a very few
paces of the animals, and firing, both fell deatk shot through the head, the other, in the act
of rearing to spring on Fritz, received his chargis heart.

"Thank Heaven!" cried |, as with dull groans thetbs sank to the ground. "We have escaped
the greatest peril we have yet encountered!"

The dogs continued to tear and worry the fallen &sethough unwilling to trust the appearance
of death.

With feelings somewhat akin, | drew my hunting-lenidnd made assurance doubly sure.

Seeing all safe, Jack raised a shout of victogt ploor Ernest might gain courage to approach
the scene of conflict, which at last he did, andgd us in examining the dangerous animals, as
they lay motionless before us.

Every point was full of interest, their wounds, itheharp teeth, their mighty claws, the
extraordinary strength of neck and shoulder, alfeweemarked and commented on, and
observing that the shaded brown hair was tippet glibssy white, | thought that these might
be the silver bears mentioned in Captain Clarkeimgey to the northwest coasts of America.

"Well, my lads," said |, "if we have failed to chtsight of serpents, we have at least made good
riddance of some other bad rubbish! These fellowsldvone day have worked us woe, or | am
much mistaken. What's to be done next?"
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"Why, skin them, to be sure,” said Fritz. "We shml/e a couple of splendid bearskin rugs."

As this process would take time and evening dreywandragged the huge carcasses into their
den, to await our return, concealing them with Bbwugf trees and fencing the entrance as well
as we could. The ostrich eggs we also left behgydhiglden in a sandy hole.

By sunset we reached the tent, and joyfully rejditree mother and Franz, right glad to find a
hearty meal prepared for us, as well as a largp bebrushwood for the watch-fire.

When a full account of our adventures had beenngiwéth a minute and special description of

the bear fight, the mother related what she hac dhning our absence. She and Franz had
made their way through the wood up to the rocksraeh, and discovered a bed of pure white

clay, which it seemed to her might be used for mgkporcelain. Then she had contrived a

drinking trough for the cattle out of a split bambo

She had arranged a hearth in a sheltered placeiluiy up large stones, cemented with the
white clay; and, finally, she had cut a quantitycahes and brought them, on the cart, to be in
readiness for the building we had in hand.

| praised the thoughtful diligence which had eféecso much that was of real and definite use.
In order to try the clay, | put some balls of itthre fire now kindled, to burn during the night,
and we then betook ourselves to rest under shadlteur tent.

| awoke at dawn and aroused my little party. Mgtfidea was to examine the clay balls, which
| found baked hard and finely glazed, but too mowited down by the heat—a fault which,
seeing the excellent quality of the clay, | knewdauld be well worth while to remedy.

After breakfast, and our accustomed devotions, aredssed the cart, and took the way to the
bears' den. Fritz headed the party, and, comirgigint of the entrance to the cave, called out
softly:

"Make haste and you will see a whole crowd of wilckeys, who seem to have come to attend
the funeral obsequies of their respected friend ragighbor, Bruin, here. But there appears to
be a jealous watcher who is unwilling to admit ¥isstors to the bed of state!"

The Watcher, as Fritz called him, was an immensaige bird, with a sort of comb on his
head, and a loose, fleshy skin hanging from ben#ahbeak. Part of the neck was bare,
wrinkled, and purplish-red, while around it, regtion the shoulders, was a downy collar of
soft, white feathers. The plumage was grayish-bromarked here and there with white
patches; the feet appeared to be armed with stlangs. This great bird guarded the entrance
to the cave, occasionally retiring into it himskelf a few minutes; but as soon as the other birds
came pressing in after him, he hurried out agaid,they were forced to retire.

We stopped to observe this curious scene, and stareed suddenly by a mighty rush of wings
in the air above us. We looked up; at the same mofretz fired, and an enormous bird fell
heavily head foremost on the rocks, by which itskn@as broken, while blood flowed from a
wound in the breast.

We had been holding back the dogs, but they, witlz,Fhow rushed toward the cave, the birds
rising around them and departing with heavy, ungdiight, leaving only Fritz's prize, and
one of the other birds killed by the large onetgrfall.

With the utmost caution | entered the cave, anuiceg to find that the tongue and eyes only of
the bears had been devoured; a little later andhwoelld have had the handsome skins pecked
and torn to rags, and all chance of steaks and'lqgans gone.

On measuring the wings of the large bird from tptip, | found the length exceeded eleven
feet, and concluded it to be a condor; it was ewigehe mate of the "Watcher," as Fritz called
the first we saw.
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To work we now went on the bears, and no slighaiaffie found it to skin and cut them up, but
by dint of perseverance, we at last succeededriolgect.

Determining to smoke the meat on the spot, we agmificent hams, and took off the rest of

the meat in slices after the manner of the buceaneethe West Indies, preserving the paws
entire to be cooked as a delicacy, and obtainiow fthe two bears together a prodigious supply
of lard, which my wife gladly undertook to melt apeepare for keeping.

The bones and offal we drew to some distance Weelp of our cattle, and made the birds of
the air most welcome to feast upon it. This, with assistance of all sorts of insects, they did
so effectually that before we left the place thallskwere picked perfectly clean, the sun had
dried them, and they were ready for us to carry@mtiur museum.

The skins had to be very carefully scraped, washkalled, cleansed with ashes, and dried;
which occupied fully two days.

| was lamenting our distance from the rascusamg thee leaves of which had flavored our roast
peccary so nicely, when | observed among the brastdwvhich the boys had brought from the
thickets around us, a climbing plant, whose ledaats a very strong smell; the stem resembled
a vine, and the fruit grew in clusters like curearfome were red, and some of a green color,
which | supposed to denote various degrees of el hey were hard, and the outer skin was
quite thin.

| recognized in this the pepper plant, a discoyamticularly agreeable at this moment.

The boys soon gathered a large supply; the reiebesere soaked in salt and water for several
days, then washed and rubbed, and finally, becomperectly white, were dried in the sun.
The treatment of the green berries was simple; Wexg merely exposed to the sun's heat for a
day or two, and then stored: in this way we obthieeough, both of black and white pepper, to
last us a very long time.

| took also a number of young plants, that we migte pepper growing at Rockburg and our
various settlements. Some roots of another plare vedso taken, which, from the pods,
appeared to be a kind of bean.

We were glad of this occupation during the tedibusiness of smoking the bears' meat, and
availed ourselves of the leisure time by also pregafor stuffing the condor and the turkey
buzzard, urubu or black vulture—for | could notetetine to which species the smaller bird
belonged.

The four boys at length became so weary of inactioat | determined to let them make an
excursion alone on the Savannah. Three of themvextehis permission with eager delight,

but Ernest said he would prefer to remain withtasyhich, as the expedition was to be entirely
one of pleasure, | could make no objection.

Little Franz, on the other hand, whom | would wiglly have kept with us, was wild to go with
his brothers, and | was obliged to consent, aslirhade the proposal open to all, and could not
draw back.

In the highest spirits they ran to bring their gteéas we were fain to call the cattle they rode)
from their pasturage at a short distance. Speadile they saddled, bridled, and mounted—the
three lads were ready to be off.

It was my wish that our sons should cultivate aithabbold independence, for well | knew that
it might easily be the will of God to deprive theai their parents; when, without an
enterprising spirit of self reliance, their positivould be truly miserable.

My gallant Fritz possessed this desirable quatityo small degree, and to him | committed the
care of his young brothers, charging them to lgpkaiand obey him as their leader.
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They were well armed, well mounted, had a couplgadd dogs; and, with a hearty "God
speed and bless you, my boys!" | let them depatrt.

We, who remained behind, passed the day in a yasfaiseful occupations.

The bears' meat, which was being cured in a smokiregl such as that we set up for the
peccary hams, required a good deal of attentiom fmoy wife. Ernest had a fancy for making
ornamental cups from the ostrich eggs, while | stigated the interior of the cave.

| found the inner wall to consist of a kind of tafningled with threads of asbestos, and also
indications of mica. Examining further, | detachedarge block, and found to my joy that |
could split it into clear transparent sheets, wiiculd serve admirably for window panes.

My wife saw this substitute for glass with unfeigngatisfaction, declaring, that although she
would not complain, yet the want of glass for wingdhad been a downright trouble to her.

CHAPTER XIllI

BREAKING IN A REFRACTORY STEED

As evening approached, the bears' paws, which stewing for supper, sent forth savory
odors; and we sat talking round the fire whileeishg anxiously for sounds heralding the
return of our young explorers.

At last the tramp and beat of hoofs struck our ;ethis little troop appeared, crossing the open
ground before us at a sharp trot, and a shrillimgpgheer greeted us as we rose and went to
meet them.

They sprang from their saddles, the animals weratskberty to refresh themselves, and the
riders eagerly came to exhibit their acquisitiond give an account of themselves.

Funny figures they cut! Franz and Jack had eaduag kid slung on his back, so that the four
legs, tied together, stuck out under their chins.

Fritz's game bag looked remarkably queer—round &jngharp points, and an occasional
movement seemed to indicate a living creature eatares within.

"Hurrah for the chase, father!" cried Jack. "Nothiike real hunting after all. And just to see
how Storm and Grumble go along over a grassy plaiis! perfectly splendid! We soon tired
out the little antelopes, and were able to cateimth

"Yes, father,"” said Franz; "and Fritz has two Arggaabbits in his bag, and we wanted to bring
you some honey. Only think! such a clever bird—ekoo showed us where it was!"

"My brothers forget the chief thing," said FritxV& have driven a little herd of antelopes right
through the Gap into our territory; and there thes, all ready for us to hunt when we like—or
to catch and tame!"

"Well done!" cried I; "here is indeed a list of ayements. But to your mother and me, the
chief thing of all, is God's goodness in bringirauysafe back to us. Now, let us hear the whole
story, that we may have a definite idea of youfgrerances."

"We had a splendid ride," said Fritz, "down Glenrdént, and away to the defile through our
Rocky Barrier, and the morning was so cool andhfteat our steeds galloped along, nearly the
whole way, at the top of their speed. When we hegbed through the Gap we moderated our
furious pace and kept our eyes open on the lookmugame; we then trotted slowly to the top
of a grassy hill, from whose summit we saw two Bestlanimals, whether antelopes, goats, or
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gazelles, we did not know, grazing by the sidehefdtream below us. We were about to gallop
down and try to get a shot at them, when it strmekthat it would be wiser to try and drive the
whole herd through the Gap into our own domain, netikey would be shut up, as it were, in a
park, free and yet within reach. Down the hill vwele as hard as we could go, formed in a semi
-circle behind the larger herd—magnificent antetep@and, aided by the dogs, with shouts and
cries drove them along the stream toward the Gagyeacame near the opening they appeared
inclined to halt and turn, like sheep about to beesh into the butcher's yard; and it was all we
could do to prevent them from bolting past us; latitength, one made a rush at the opening
and, the rest following, they were soon all on dtiger side of the frontier, and inhabitants of
New Switzerland."

"Capital," | said, "capital, my boy! But | don'tesgvhat is to make them remain inhabitants of
our domain, or to prevent them from returning tlglothe Gap whenever they feel inclined.”

"Stop, father,” he replied, "you interrupt me tamws; we thought of that possibility too, and
provided against it. We stretched a long line riggross the defile and strung on it feathers and
rags and all sorts of other things, which dancetifartered in the wind and looked so strange
that | am perfectly certain that the herd will neagtempt to pass it; in fact, Levaillant, from
whom | learned the trick, says, in his 'Voyage @p @e Bonne Espérance,’ that the Hottentots
make use of the method for penning in the anteltp®shave caught in the chase.”

"Well done,” said I, "I am glad to see that you esniber what you have read. The antelopes are
welcome to New Switzerland, but, my boy," | add&aiannot say the same for the rabbits you
have there; they increase so rapidly that if ydatdsh a colony of the little wretches your next
difficulty will be to get rid of them."

"True," he replied, "but my idea was to place thgmon Whale Island, where they would find

abundant food, and at the same time in no way keoush May | not establish a warren there? It
would be so useful. Do you know, my eagle caugbsdhpretty little fellows for me? | saw a

number of them running about and so unhooded hid,ia a few minutes he brought me

three—one dead, with whose body | rewarded him,these two here, unhurt."

"Now, father," said Jack, interrupting him, "dotdis to me and hear my story, or else Fritz will
begin upon my adventures and tire you out withrigimarole descriptions."

"Certainly, Jack,” | said, "I am quite ready tatdis to you. First and foremost, how did you
bring down those beautiful little animals you havere?"

"Oh, we galloped them down. The dogs sniffed aliuhe grass while Fritz was away after
the rabbits, out popped those little fawns, andyathey went bounding and skipping, at the
rate of thirty miles an hour, with Storm, Grumkded the dogs at their heels. In about a quarter
of an hour we had left the dogs behind and werseclgpon our prey. Down went the little
creatures in the grass, and, overcome with temdrfatigue, were at our mercy. So we shouted
to Fritz, and——"

"My dear boy," said I, "according to your statemdfritz must have been seven miles and a
half off."

"Oh, well, father, perhaps we did not ride for quét quarter of an hour, and, of course, | can't
say exactly how fast we were going; and then, ya®j the fawns did not run in a straight line;
at any rate Fritz heard us, and he and Franz deakhed the legs of the pretty creatures, and
then we mounted again, and presently saw a wrdtahcackoo, who led us ever so far out of
our course by cuckooing and making faces at us,th@d hopping away. Franz declared it
must be an enchanted princess, and so | thougbtldwid it of its spell; but Fritz stopped me
shooting it, and said it was a 'Honey Indicatand #hat it was leading us probably to a bees'
byke; so we spared its life, and presently, surgugh, it stopped close by a bees' nest in a
hollow mound. This was capital, we thought, andwaswere in a great hurry to taste the
honey, | threw in a lot of lighted lucifer matchésit somehow it did not kill the bees at all, but
only made them awfully angry, and they flew outibody and stung me all over. | rushed to
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Storm and sprang on his back, but, though | gaticpeay for bare life, it was an age before |
got rid of the little wretches, and now my facensa perfect fever. | think | will get mother to
bathe it for me"; and off rushed the noisy boyyieg Fritz and me to see to the fawns and
examine the rabbits. With these latter | determiteedo as Fritz proposed, namely, to colonize
Whale Island with them. | was all the more willitm do this because | had been considering
the advisability of establishing on that island aatress to which we might retreat in any
extreme danger, and where we should be very thhnkfitase of such a retreat, to possess
means of obtaining a constant supply of animal food

Having ministered to the wants of the antelopddget to interest the boys in my discovery of
the block of talc, but just then their mother surmex us to dinner.

The principal dish in this meal consisted of tharBepaws—most savory smelling delicacies,
so tempting that their close resemblance to hunsartdy and even the roguish "Fee-fo-fum”
from Jack, did not prevent a single member of #meily from enjoying them most heartily.

Supper over, we lit our watch-fire, retired to ¢emt, and slept soundly.

We had been working very diligently; the bears' imgas smoked, the fat melted down and
stored, and a large supply of bamboos collected.| Bushed to make yet another excursion,
and at early dawn | aroused the boys.

Fritz mounted the mule, | rode Lightfoot, Jack &mwdnz took their usual steeds, and, with the
two dogs, we galloped off—first to visit the eupbiarto collect the gum, and then to discover
whether the ostrich had deserted her eggs in ik sa

Ernest watched us depart without the slightest lmogign of regret, and returned to the tent to
assist his mother and study his books.

Our steeds carried us down the Green Valley api rate, and we followed the direction we
had pursued on our former expedition. We soon eghdfurtle Marsh, and then, filling our
water-flasks, we arrived at the rising ground wHen&z discovered the mounted Arabs.

As Jack and Franz wanted a gallop, | allowed themréss forward, while Fritz and | visited
the euphorbia trees. A quantity of red gum had egudom the incisions | had made, and as
this had coagulated in the sun, | rolled it intitidi balls and stored it in a bamboo jar | had
brought with me for the purpose.

As we rode after the boys, who were some way al&#d,remarked:

"Did you not tell me that the juice of that treesnyaoisonous, father; why have you collected
such a quantity?"

"l did indeed say so," | replied; "it is a most dgapoison. The inhabitants of the Cape of
Good Hope use it to poison the springs where wiidhals assemble to quench their thirst; and
they thus slaughter an immense number of the ae=aflor the sake of their hides. | intend,
however, to use it to destroy the apes should #ggin commit depredations, and also in
preparing the skins of animals to protect them fthenattacks of insects."

The two boys were still at some distance from usenvsuddenly four magnificent ostriches
rose from the sand where they had been sitting.

Jack and Franz perceived them, and, with a greaitsdrove them toward us. In front ran a
splendid male bird, his feathers of shining blaaig his great tail plume waving behind. Three
females of an ashen gray color followed him. Thppraached us with incredible swiftness,
and were within gunshot before they perceived utz Rad had the forethought to bind up the
beak of his eagle so that, should he bring dowasarch, he might be unable to injure it.

He now threw up the falcon, which, towering upwasdiooped down upon the head of the
foremost bird, and so confused and alarmed hint,idaould not defend himself nor continue
his flight. So greatly was his speed checked thak bvertook him, and hurling his lasso,
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enfolded his wings and legs in its deadly coils @mdught him to the ground. The other
ostriches were almost out of sight, so leaving thertheir own devices we leaped from our
steeds and attempted to approach the captured Hérdstruggled fearfully, and kicked with
such violence, right and left, that | almost desgghbf getting him home alive.

'..';-ﬂlll #irl.'-r..::w

So greatly was the speed of the ostrich checked that Jack overtook him

It occurred to me, however, that if we could coms eyes, his fury might be subdued. |
instantly acted upon this idea, and flung over Iésmd my coat and hunting-bag, which
effectually shut out the light.

No sooner had | done this than his struggles ceas®etiwe were able to approach. We first
secured round his body a broad strip of sealskirgarh side of which | fastened a stout piece
of cord, that | might be able to lead him easilgef, fastening another cord in a loop round his
legs that he might be prevented from breaking antrallop, we released him from the coils of
the lasso.

"Do you know," said | to the boys, "how the nativek India secure a newly captured
elephant?"

"Oh, yes!" said Fritz; "they fasten him between ttame elephants. We'll do that to this fine
fellow, and tame him double quick."
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"The only difficulty will be," remarked Jack, "thate have no tame ostriches. However, |
daresay Storm and Grumble will have no objectiopadorm their part, and it will puzzle even
this great monster to run away with them."

So we at once began operations. Storm and Grumble wed up on either side of the
recumbent ostrich, and the cords secured to thehisg Jack and Franz, each armed with a
stout whip, mounted their respective steeds, theppears were removed from the bird's eyes,
and we stood by to watch what would next occur.

For some moments after the return of his sightlgepkrfectly still, then he arose with a bound
and, not aware of the cords which hampered hireyrited to dash forward. The thongs were
stout, and he was brought to his knees. A fruitktssggle ensued, and then at length, seeming
to accommodate himself to circumstances, he settaffsharp trot, his guards making the air re
-echo with their merry shouts. These cries stinealdhe ostrich to yet further exertions, but he
was at length brought to a stand by the determmeédsal of his four-footed companions to
continue such a race across loose sand.

The boys having enjoyed the long run, | told themmalk with the prisoner slowly home,
while Fritz and | returned to examine the ostriciest. The eggs were quite warm, and | was
certain that the mother had quite recently leftribst; leaving about half, | packed the rest of
the eggs in a large bag | had brought for the mepand slung it carefully on the saddle before
me. We soon caught up our advance guard, and wititber notable incident reached our tent.

Astonishment and dismay were depicted on the fateeanother as we approached.

"My dear husband,” she exclaimed, "do you think provisions so abundant that you must
scour the deserts to find some great beast totassi® devour them. You must discover an
iron mine next, for iron is what ostriches chielilye on, is it not? Oh! | do wish you would be
content with the menagerie you have already catEcinstead of bringing in a specimen of
every beast you come across. And this is suchlasssmonster!"

"Useless! mother," exclaimed Jack; "you would reot so had you seen him run; why, he will

be the fleetest courser in our stables. | am gtongake a saddle and bridle for him, and in
future he shall be my only steed. Then as for pjgetite, father declares it is most delicate, he
only wants a little fruit and grass, and a few s®and tenpenny nails to help his digestion."

The way in which Jack assumed the proprietorshipwf new prize seemed to strike his
brothers as rather cool, and there was instartty aaised on the subject.

"Very well," said Jack, "let us each take possessicthe part of the ostrich we captured. Your
bird, Fritz, seized the head, keep that; fathell $laae the body, I'll have the legs, and Franz a
couple of feathers from the tail."

"Come, come,"” said I, "I think that Jack has a vgopd right to the ostrich, seeing that he
brought it to the ground, and if he succeeds inrgrnt and converting it into a saddle horse it
shall be his. From this time, therefore, he is oasjble for its training.”

The day was now too far advanced to allow us tokthlaf setting out for Rockburg, so we
fastened up the ostrich between two trees, andte@vibe remainder of the evening to making
preparations for our departure.

At early dawn our picturesque caravan was movingnéward. The ostrich continued so

refractory that we were obliged to make him agaarah between Storm and Grumble, and as
these gallant steeds were thus employed, the casvhaemessed to the cart, laden with our
treasures. Room was left in the cart for the motBack and Franz mounted Storm and
Grumble, | rode Lightfoot, and Fritz brought up tiear on Swift.

At the mouth of the Gap we called a halt, and regadathe cord the boys had strung with ostrich
feathers by a stout palisade of bamboos. | alsk tbe opportunity of collecting a store of
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pipeclay, as | intended during the winter monthkiclw were close at hand, to try my hand at
china making.

When we reached the sugar-cane grove, we agaipestdp collect the peccary hams we had
left to be smoked; and my wife begged me to gasioene seeds of an aromatic plant which
grew in the neighborhood, and which had the scewanilla. | obtained a good supply, and we
moved forward toward Woodlands, where we intendegkst for the night, after our long and

fatiguing march.

Our tent was pitched, and on our beds of cottoslet soundly.

Next morning early we examined our farmyard, whagpeared in a most prosperous and
flourishing condition. The sight of all these domesnimals made us long even more than
ever for our home at Rockburg, and we determindtatten thither with all possible speed.

The number of our pigs, goats and poultry had freatreased since we had last visited our
colony; and some of these, two fine broods of admskespecially, my wife wished to take back
with her.

We found that the herd of antelopes, which Fritd dack had driven through the Gap, had
taken up their abode in the neighborhood, and akv@nes we saw the beautiful animals
browsing among the trees.

While at the farm, we repaired both the animalistnd our dwelling room, that the former
might be more secure against the attacks of wildstse and the latter fitted for our
accommodation when we should visit the spot.

Everything at length being satisfactorily arrangea again retired to rest, and early next
morning completed our journey to Rockburg.

By mid-day we were once more settled at home. Wirsdand doors were thrown open to
admit fresh air; the animals established in théalls and the cart's miscellaneous cargo
discharged and arranged.

As much time as | could spare, | devoted to theiabstwhom we fastened, for the present,
between two bamboo posts in front of our dwelling.

| then turned my attention to the eggs we had druand which | determined to hatch, if
possible, by artificial heat. For this purposerbaged a stove, which | maintained at a uniform
temperature, and on it | placed the eggs, carefulgpped in cotton wool.

Next morning Fritz and | went off in the boat, fite Whale Island, there to establish our
colonists, the Angora rabbits, and then to Shalanty where we placed the dainty little

antelopes. Having made them happy with their lipartd abundance of food, we returned as
quickly as possible to cure the bearskins, andthéddrovisions we had brought to the stores
lying in our cellar.

As we returned, we caught up Jack, making his wagreat glee toward Rockburg. He was
carrying in a basket, an immense eel, which hekandst had secured.

Ernest had set, on the previous night, a couplmes$; one had been dragged away, but on the
other they found this splendid fellow.

It proved delicious. Half was prepared for dinreard the other half salted and stowed away.
We now, for a short time, again turned our attentomour duties about the house.

Thinking that the veranda would be greatly improbgdsome creepers, | sowed, round the foot
of each bamboo pillar, vanilla and pepper-seedyelsas that of other creeping plants, which
would not only give the house a pleasanter aspettalso afford us shade during the summer
months.
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| constructed a couple of hen-coops, too, for thashand their little chicks which we had
brought from Woodlands, for | knew that if | leftiem unprotected, the inquisitive dispositions
of Knips and Fangs might induce them to make anatnexperiments which would be

detrimental to the welfare of the youngsters.

Ernest's rat skins were voted a nuisance withinrgjoand were tied together and hung up
outside; so powerful was the odor they emittedf theen then Jack would pretend to faint
every time he passed near them.

The museum received its additions: the condor artine were placed there, to be stuffed

when we should find time during the rainy seasdre iica and asbestos, too, were brought in
for the present, not to lie there idle, but to waitil | could use them as | intended, for china

and lamp-wicks.

Having occupied two days in this way, we turned attention to other duties: the cultivation of
a wheat, barley, and maize field, the managemethebstrich's eggs, and the taming of the
captives.

As agriculture was, though the least to our tabie most important of these several duties, we
set about it first. The animals drew the plow, the digging and hoeing taxed our powers of
endurance to the utmost.

We worked two hours in the morning and two in tkiereng. Fully did we realize the words of
Scripture: "In the sweat of thy face shalt thoulwatd."

In the interval we devoted our attention to theiolst But our efforts on behalf of his education
seemed all in vain. He appeared as untamable asl@etermined, therefore, to adopt the plan
which had subdued the refractory eagle.

The effect of the tobacco fumes almost alarmed The. ostrich sank to the ground and lay
motionless. Slowly, at length, he arose, and papeaind down between the bamboo posts.

He was subdued, but to my dismay resolutely refadlefdod. | feared he would die; for three
days he pined, growing weaker and weaker each day.

"Food he must have!" said | to my wife; "food he shinave!" The mother determined to
attempt an experiment. She prepared balls of nfiine, mixed with butter. One of these she
placed within the bird's beak. He swallowed it, astcetched out his long neck, looking
inquiringly for a second mouthful. A second, thiatd fourth ball followed the first. His

appetite returned, and his strength came again.

All the wild nature of the bird had gone, and | sauth delight that we might begin his
education as soon as we chose. Rice, guavas, radeorn he ate readily—washing it down,
as Jack expressed it, with small pebbles, to teatgurprise of Franz, to whom | explained that
the ostrich was merely following the instinct commmto all birds; that he required these
pebbles to digest his food, just as smaller biedgiire gravel.

After a month of careful training, our captive woufot, gallop, obey the sound of our voice,
feed from our hand; and, in fact, showed himsetfgutly docile. Now our ingenuity was taxed
to the utmost. How were we to saddle and bridler@?bFirst, for a bit for his beak. Vague
ideas passed through my mind, but every one | Wwhgeal to reject. A plan at length occurred
to me. | recollected the effect of light and itssabce upon the ostrich, how his movements
were checked by sudden darkness, and how, witlgthte power returned to his limbs.

| immediately constructed a leathern hood, to rdemim the neck to the beak, cutting holes in
it for the eyes and ears.

Over the eyeholes | contrived square flaps or kliskwhich were so arranged with whalebone
springs that they closed tightly of themselves. figies were connected with these blinkers, so
that the flaps might be raised or allowed to clatsthe rider's pleasure.
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When both blinkers were open, the ostrich wouldogestraight ahead; close his right eye and
he turned to the left, close his left and he tunetthe right, shut both and he stood stock still.

| was justly proud of my contrivance, but, beforeould really test its utility, | was obliged to
make a saddle. After several failures, | succeedadanufacturing one to my liking, and in
properly securing it; it was something like an édghioned trooper's saddle, peaked before and
behind—for my great fear was lest the boys shoalll This curious-looking contrivance |
placed upon the shoulders as near the neck abfmsand secured it with strong girths round
the wings and across the breast, to avoid all pisgiof the saddle slipping down the bird's
sloping back.

| soon saw that my plan would succeed, though akill considerable practice was necessary in
the use of my patent bridle. It was difficult tavember that to check the courser's speed it was
necessary to slacken rein, and that the tighterdims were drawn, the faster he would fly. We
at length, however, all learned to manage Masterrithne, and the distance between
Rockburg and Falconhurst was traversed in an alnmesedibly short space of time. The
marvelous speed of the bird again revived the déspa to the ownership, and | was obliged to
interfere.

"Jack shall retain the ostrich," said I, "for itnsost suited to him; he is a lighter weight than
either of you his elder brothers, and Franz is ywit strong enough to manage such a fleet
courser. But he is so far to be considered comnropepty, that all may practice on him
occasionally; and, in a case of necessity, anycaemount him."

Our field work was by this time over. The land Hmekn plowed and sown with wheat, barley,
and maize. On the other side of Jackal River wephaidted potatoes and cassava roots, and all
sorts of other seeds had been carefully sown.

We had not neglected the ostrich's eggs, and opd-d& introduced me with great glee to
three little ostriches. But alas, the little creagiwere not destined to enjoy life long. One died
almost as soon as it was hatched, and the othlsiatering about on their stilt-like legs for a
few days, followed its example.

| now found time to turn my attention to the beatshs, which required preparation before
they would be fit for use as leather. They had Issdted and dried, and now required tanning. |
had no tan, however. This was unfortunate; but toobe deterred from my purpose, |

determined to use a mixture of honey and watesiplace.

The experiment proved successful. When the sking @eed they remained flexible and free
from smell, while the fur was soft and glossy.

This was not the only result of the experiment,the@ honey-water which | boiled appeared so
clear and tempting, that it struck me that | mighg#pare from it an excellent drink. | put by
some of the liquid before making use of it as &mj reboiled it with nutmeg and cinnamon.
The preparation, which much resembled English meas$ pronounced delicious, and the
mother begged me to brew a large supply. As ouarcelas now well stocked with provisions
for the winter, and our other preparations were @eted, | was able to turn my attention to
details of lesser importance. The boys had beanariag for hats, and as my success in so
many trades had surprised me, | agreed to turerhiit the nonce. With the rat skins and a
solution of india rubber, | produced a kind of felthich | dyed a brilliant red with cochineal,
and stretching this on a wooden block | had prepdrpassed over it a hot iron, to smooth the
nap, and by next morning had the satisfaction eg@nting to my wife a neat little red Swiss
cap, to be lined and finished by her for one of blogs. The mother admired the production
immensely, and lining it with silk, added yet mdeeits gay appearance by adorning it with
ribbons and ostrich feathers, and finally placagibn the head of little Franz.

So delighted was everyone with the hat, that aliemeager to be similarly provided, and
begged me to manufacture more. | readily agreetbteo, as soon as they should furnish me
with the necessary materials, and advised thematikerhalf a dozen rat traps, that they might
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secure the water rats with which the stream abadjraled whose rich glossy fur would serve
admirably for felt.

Every fifth animal that they brought me | told thetmould be mine, that | might obtain material
for a hat for myself and their mother.

The boys at once agreed to this arrangement, aganbine manufacture of the traps, which
were all so made that they should kill the raterate, for | could not bear the idea of animals
being tortured or imprisoned.

While they were thus engaged | applied myself torttanufacture of porcelain. | first cleaned
the pipeclay and talc from all foreign substaneesl made them ready to be beaten down with
water into a soft mass, and then prepared my nadldgpsum plaster. These preparations were
at length made, and the molds received a thin lajé¢he porcelain material. When this was
partly baked, | sprinkled over it a powder of celdrglass beads which | had crushed, and
which looked very pretty in patterns upon the tpament porcelain.

Some of my china vessels cracked with the heah@fstove, some were very ill-shaped; but,
after many failures, | succeeded in producing ao$ethite cups and saucers, a cream-jug, a
sugar-basin, and half a dozen small plates.

| must allow that my china was far from perfecte tthape of some of the vessels was faulty,
and none were really transparent; neverthelesgyeheral appearance gave great satisfaction,
and when the plates were filled with rosy and geltteit resting on green leaves, and fragrant
tea filled the cups, it greatly added to the appeee of the table.

CHAPTER XIV

BUILDING THE CAJACK——A PLENTIFUL HARVEST

Scarcely had | completed my pottery, when greatkbtdouds and terrific storms heralded the
approach of another winter. The rainy season hassign, we were compelled to give up our
daily excursions.

Even in the spacious house which we now occupied, with our varied and interesting
employments, we yet found the time dragging heavilye spirits of all were depressed, and
even occasional rapid rides, during a partial dessaf the rain, failed permanently to arouse
them. Fritz, as well as |, had perceived this, laadaid to me:

"Why, father, should we not make a canoe, somettwifier and more manageable than those
vessels we as yet possess? | often long for agigfft in which | might skim over the surface
of the water."

The idea delighted all hands, but the mother, whs never happy when we were on the sea,
declared that our chances of drowning were, withgimnace and canoe, already sufficiently
great, and that there was not the slightest ndgefsi our adding to these chances by
constructing another craft which would tempt us opon the perfidious element. My wife's
fears were, however, speedily allayed, for | agsurer that the boat | intended to construct
should be no flimsy cockle-shell, but as safe d@odtsa craft as ever floated upon the sea. The
Greenlander's cajack | intended to be my model,laadolved not only to occupy the children,
but also to produce a strong and serviceable caaa®asterpiece of art.

The boys were interested, and the boat-building 8@ in operation. We constructed the
skeleton of whalebone, using split bamboo canesreamgthen the sides and also to form the
deck, which extended the whole length of the blealying merely a square hole in which the
occupant of the canoe might sit.
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The work engrossed our attention almost entiretg, lay the time it was complete the rain had
passed away and the glorious sun again shone lgrighth.

Our front door was just wide enough to admit of ¢élgeess of our boat, and we completed her
construction in the open air. We quickly caseddides and deck with sealskin, making all the
seams thoroughly water-tight with caoutchouc.

The cajack was indeed a curious looking craft,sgetight that she might be lifted easily with

one hand, and when at length we launched her sinedied upon the water like an india rubber
ball. Fritz was unanimously voted her rightful ownleut before his mother would hear of his
entering the frail-looking skiff she declared ttgite must contrive a swimming dress, that
"should his boat receive a puncture from a shatg oo the dorsal fin of a fish and collapse, he
might yet have a chance of saving his life."

Though | did not consider the cajack quite the sbapble the mother imagined it, | yet
willingly agreed to assist her in the constructofrthe dress.

The garment we produced was most curious in appe@rand | must own that | doubted its
efficiency. It was like a double waistcoat, madelineén prepared with a solution of india

rubber, the seams being likewise coated with caoutc, and the whole rendered perfectly air-
tight. We so arranged it that one little hole wef$, loy means of which air could be forced into
the space between the outer covering and the liaing the dress inflated.

Meanwhile | perceived with pleasure the rapid vatien the climate was producing. The seeds
we had scattered had germinated, and were now gimgmmagnificent crops. The veranda,
too, was looking pleasant with its gay and sweetid creepers, which were already aspiring
to the summit of the pillars. The air was full afds, the earth seemed teeming with life.

The dress was at length completed, and Fritz axeediternoon offered publicly to prove it. We
all assembled on the beach, the boy gravely doanddnflated the garment, and, amid roars of
laughter from his brothers, entered the water. Kyiand easily he paddled himself across the
bay toward Shark Island, whither we followed in @fi@ur boats.

The experiment was most successful, and Ernes, dad Franz, in spite of their laughter at
their brother's garment, begged their mother toeriakeach of them a similar dress.

While on the island we paid a visit to the colosmshom we had established there the previous
autumn. All were well; we could perceive by the tfwmnts that the antelopes had discovered
and made use of the shelter we had erected for, taedifeeling that we could do nothing more
we scattered handfuls of maize and salt, and stt@tross to the other side of the island. The
shore was covered with lovely shells, many of whiefth beautiful pieces of delicate coral,
the boys collected for their museum; strewn byetge of the water too lay a great quantity of
seaweed of various colors, and as the mother @ecldwat much of it was of use, the boys
assisted her to collect it and store it in the bAatwe pulled back to the land | was surprised to
see that my wife chose from among the seaweed &eruofh curious leaves with edges notched
like a saw. When we reached home she carefully éhshese and dried them in the oven.
There was evidently something mysterious about gheparation, and my curiosity at length
prompted me to make an attempt to discover theesecr

"Are these leaves to form a substitute for tobatsaid I; "do you so long for its refreshing
smell?"

My wife smiled, for her dislike to tobacco was wkthown, and she answered in the same
jocular tone:

"Do you not think that a mattress stuffed with #né=aves would be very cool in summer?"

The twinkle in her eyes showed me that my curiosmyst still remain unsatisfied, but it
nevertheless became greater than ever.
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The boys and | had one day made a long and fagigekpedition, and, tired out, we flung
ourselves down in the veranda. As we lay therengstve heard the mother's voice.

"Could any of you enjoy a little jelly?"

She presently appeared, bearing a porcelain digmlavith most lovely transparent jelly. Cut
with a spoon and laid before us it quivered andegkd in the light.

"Ambrosia!" exclaimed Fritz, tasting it. It was eed delicious, and, still marveling from
whence the mother could have obtained a dish s war disposed of all that she had set before
us.

"Aha," laughed the mother, "is not this an excdligubstitute for tobacco, far more refreshing
than the nasty weed itself? Behold the productyphmgsterious seaweed!"

"My dear wife," exclaimed I, "this dish is indeedreasterpiece of culinary art, but where had
you met with it? What put it into your head?"

"While staying with my Dutch friends at the Capegplied she, "I often saw it, and at once
recognized the leaves on Shark Island. Once knothiegecret, the preparation of the dish is
extremely simple; the leaves are soaked in wateshfevery day, for a week, and then boiled
for a few hours with orange juice, citron, and suga

We were all delighted with the delicacy, and thahkee mother for it most heartily, the boys
declaring that they must at once go off again ®ifihand to collect as many of the leaves as
they could find. | agreed to accompany them, faridhed to examine the plantations we had
made there.

All were flourishing, the palms and mangroves hladtsip in a most marvelous manner, and
many of the seeds which | had cast at random artiengliffs in the rocks had germinated, and
promised to clothe the nakedness of the frowningldbers.

Away up among the rocks, too, we discovered a bigglarkling spring of delicious water, at
which, from the footprints around, we saw thatdhélopes must have refreshed themselves.

Finding everything so satisfactory, we were natyrahxious to discover how our colony and
plantations on Whale Island had fared. It was euide a glance that the rabbits had increased;
the young and tender shoots of the trees bore @r&srof many greedy, mischievous little
teeth. The cocoanut palms alone had they spared.

Such depredations as these could not be allowedwih the help of the boys I erected round
each stem a hedge of prickly thorn, and then pespagain to embark; before we did so,
however, | noticed that some of the seaweed hadl laé®en gnawed by the rabbits, and
wondering what it could have been to tempt thenullected some of it to examine more fully
at home.

The skeleton of the whale, too, attracted our &ten for, picked clean by the birds and
bleached by the sun and rain, the bones had bedreg@io a most perfect whiteness. Thinking
that the joints of the vertebrae might be madesef, i separated some ten or twelve, and rolled
them down to the boat, and then returned to theeshawing them after us.

A scheme now occupied my mind for the constructbra crushing machine, which would
prove of the greatest service to us. | knew thahéie such a machine of stone was far beyond
my power, but it had struck me that the vertebfab@whale might serve my purpose.

| determined next morning to look out a tree frommat | might cut the blocks of wood that |
should require to raise my crushers.

My expedition was destined to be a solitary onewben | went to the stables for a horse, |
discovered that the boys had gone off by themsekrdstheir guns and traps, and had left to
me a choice between the bull and buffalo.
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With Storm, therefore, | was fain to be contentrdssed the bridge, but as | reached the
cassava field | noticed to my great annoyanceithad been overrun and laid waste by some
mischievous animals. | examined the footprints, seeing that they greatly resembled those of
pigs, determined to follow the trail, and see whese invaders of our territory would prove to
be. The track led me on for some way until | alnfost sight of it near our old potato field. For
some time | hunted backward and forward withoutrgga sign of the animals; at length a loud
barking from Floss and Bruno, who were with me,camced that they had been discovered.

The whole family of our old sow, and she herselrevstanding at bay, showing their teeth and
grunting so savagely that the dogs feared to apprtieem.

| raised my gun and fired twice among the herd; ofvthe pigs fell, and the rest fled, followed
by the dogs. | picked up the pigs, and calling bekpursuers, continued my way through the
forest.

A tree suited to my purpose was soon found; | narkand returned home.

Ernest, who had remained at home, assisted mayadte young porkers, and | handed them
over to the mother to prepare for supper, by whicte | hoped the other lads would have
returned.

Late in the evening we heard the sounds of tramgphioofs, and presently Jack appeared,
thundering along upon his two-legged steed, folldwethe distance by Fritz and Franz. These
latter carried upon their cruppers game bags, tieeats of which were speedily displayed;

four birds, a kangaroo, twenty muskrats, a monkewy, hares, and half a dozen beaver rats,
were laid before me. Besides these, Fritz threwrdawthout a word of explanation, a bundle

of thistles.

The boys seemed almost wild with excitement atstiecess of their expedition, and presently
Jack exclaimed:

"Oh, father, you can't think what grand fun huntimg an ostrich is; we flew along like the
wind; sometimes | could scarcely breathe, we weieggat such a rate, and was obliged to shut
my eyes because of the terrific rush of air; redliygher, you must make me a mask with glass
eyes to ride with, or I shall be blinded one ofsthéine days."

"Indeed!" replied I, "I must do no such thing."
"Why not?" asked he, with a look of amazement upsrface.

"For two reasons; firstly, because | do not consttlat | must do anything that you demand;

and, secondly, because | think that you are vepalol@ of doing it yourself. However, | must

congratulate you upon your abundant supply of garae;must have indeed worked hard. Yet
| wish that you would let me know when you intearsng on such a long expedition as this;
you forget that though you yourselves know that woe quite safe, and that all is going on
well, yet that we at home are kept in a constatestf anxiety. Now, off with you, and look to

your animals, and then you may find supper ready."

Presently the boys returned, and we prepared foost appetizing meal which the mother set
before us.

While we were discussing the roast pig, and waslhindown with fragrant mead, Fritz
described the day's expedition.

They had set their traps near Woodlands, and here ttaptured the muskrats, attracting them
with small carrots, while with other traps, baitedh fish and earthworms, they had caught
several beaver rats, and a duck-billed platypusitidg and fishing had occupied the rest of the
day, and it was with immense pride that Jack dysgahe kangaroo which he had run down
with his swift courser. Contributions to the gardead not been forgotten, and Fritz handed
over to his mother several cuttings from cinnamod sweet-apple trees. Finally, when all the

9/4/201:



Pagel5C of 19¢€

other treasures had been displayed, Fritz beggedomexamine his thistles which he had
gathered, thinking, he said, that it was a plaredusy the manufacture of wool. He was
perfectly right, for | recognized it at once as thigller's teazle,” a plant whose sharp little
thorns, which cover the stem and leaves, are useadde the nap of cloth.

We resolved to be up betimes the following mornithg@t we might attend to the preparation of
the booty, and as | now noticed that the boys \aéileecoming extremely drowsy, | closed the
day with evening devotions.

The number of the creatures we killed rendered¢hgoval of their skins a matter of no little
time and trouble. It was not an agreeable taskwtiene, and when | saw the array of animals
the boys had brought me to flay, | determined tastmct a machine which would considerably
lessen the labor. Among the ship's stores, in tinge®n's chest, | discovered a large syringe.
This, with a few alterations, would serve my pugpasimirably. Within the tube 1 first fitted a
couple of valves, and then, perforating the stoppead in my possession a powerful air pump.

The boys stared at me in blank amazement when,damité this instrument, | took up the
kangaroo, and declared myself ready to commenceibpes.

"Skin a kangaroo with a squirt?" said they, andax of laughter followed the remark.

| made no reply to the jests which followed, bugrsily hung the kangaroo by its hind legs to
the branch of a tree. | then made a small incigiothe skin, and inserting the mouth of the
syringe forced air with all my might between thénsand the body of the animal. By degrees
the hide of the kangaroo distended, altering tlapstof the creature entirely.

Still I worked on, forcing in yet more air untilltad become a mere shapeless mass, and | soon
found that the skin was almost entirely separatenh fthe carcass. A bold cut down the belly,
and a few touches here and there where the ligagiile bound the hide to the body, and the
animal was flayed.

"What a splendid plan!" cried the boys; "but whyshl it do it?"

"For a most simple and natural reason," | replield; you not know that the skin of an animal

is attached to its flesh merely by slender andcd#di fibers, and that between these exist
thousands of little bladders or air chambers; bgifm air into these bladders the fibers are
stretched, and at length, elastic as they arekedad he skin has now nothing to unite it to the
body, and, consequently, may be drawn off with gxriease. This scientific fact has been
known for many years; the Greenlanders make conatanof it; when they have killed a seal

or walrus, they distend the skin that they may tbe animal more easily ashore, and then
remove its hide at a moment's notice."

The remaining animals were subjected to the saeagnient, and, to my great joy, in a couple
of days the skins were all off, and being prepdoedise.

| now summoned the boys to assist me in procurlogks of wood for my crushing machine,
and the following day we set forth with saws, rqmeses, and other tools. We soon reached the
tree | had selected for my purpose, and | begaseging Fritz and Jack up into the tree with
axes to cut off the larger of the high branches, twaen the tree fell, it might not injure its
neighbors. They then descended, and Fritz andatkst the stem. As the easiest and most
speedy method we used a saw, such a one as isyauddy sawyers in a saw-pit, and Fritz
taking one end and | the other, the tree was sabhalf through. We then adjusted ropes that
we might guide its fall, and again began to cutvdis laborious work, but when | considered
that the cut was sufficiently deep we took the sopad pulled with our united strength. The
trunk cracked, swayed, tottered, and fell withasbr

The boughs were speedily lopped off, and the taawed into blocks four feet long.
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To cut down and divide this tree had taken us gleocof days, and on the third we carted home
four large and two small blocks, and with the Vierée joints of the whale I, in a very short
time, completed my machine.

While engaged on this undertaking | had paid litikteention to our fields of grain, and,

accordingly, great was my surprise when one evethiadowls returned, showing most evident
indifference to their evening meal, and with themps perfectly full. It suddenly struck me that
these birds had come from the direction of our fielch | hurried off to see what damage they
had done, and then found to my great joy that thengvas perfectly ripe.

The amount of work before us startled my wife. Tumexpected harvest, which added reaping
and threshing to the fishing, salting, and picklaigeady on hand, quite troubled her.

"Only think," said she, "of my beloved potatoes amahioc roots! What is to become of them,
| should like to know? It is time to take them @md how to manage it, with all this press of
work, | can't see.”

"Don't be down-hearted, wife,” said I; "there is momediate hurry about the manioc, and

digging potatoes in this fine, light soil is easgrwcompared to what it is in Switzerland, while

as to planting more, that will not be necessarydfleave the younger plants in the ground. The
harvest we must conduct after the Italian fashighich, although anything but economical,

will save time and trouble, and as we are to hawe d¢rops in the year, we need not be too
particular.”

Without further delay, | commenced leveling a laggace of firm, clayey ground to act as a
threshing floor: it was well sprinkled with wateolled, beaten, and stamped; as the sun dried
the moisture it was watered anew, and the treatemntnued until it became as flat, hard, and
smooth as threshing floor need be.

Our largest wicker basket was then slung betweemtand Grumble; we armed ourselves
with reaping hooks, and went forth to gather in ¢coen in the simplest and most expeditious
manner imaginable.

| told my reapers not to concern themselves allmutangth of the straw, but to grasp the corn
where it was convenient to them, without stoopiegch was to wind a stalk around his own
handful, and throw it into the basket; in this wgrgat labor was saved. The plan pleased the
boys immensely, and in a short time the basket beh filled many times, and the field
displayed a quantity of tall, headless stubble, cwhperfectly horrified the mother, so
extravagant and untidy did she consider our work.

"This is dreadful!" cried she; "you have left numbef ears growing on short stalks, and look
at that splendid straw completely wasted! | dopfirave of your Italian fashion at all."

"It is not a bad plan, | can assure you, wife, #mal Italians do not waste the straw by not
cutting it with the grain; having more arable thaasture land, they use this high stubble for
their cattle, letting them feed in it, and eat whedin is left; afterward, allowing the grass to
grow up among it, they mow all together for winfedder. And now for threshing, also in
Italian fashion. We shall find it spare our arms dacks as much in that as in reaping.”

The little sheaves were laid in a large circle ba tloor, the boys mounted Storm, Grumble,
Lightfoot, and Hurry, starting off at a brisk tretjth many a merry jest, and round they went,
trampling and stamping out the grain, while dust ehaff flew in clouds about them.

My wife and | were incessantly occupied with hayk& by means of which we shook up and
moved the sheaves over which the threshers rodes gothrow them in the track.

From time to time the animals took mouthfuls of tmpting food they were beating out; we
thought they well deserved it, and called to minel tommand given to the Jews, "Thou shalt
not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn.”
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After threshing, we proceeded to winnowing; by dynfhrowing the threshed corn with
shovels high in the air when the land or sea-brddee strong, the chaff and refuse was
carried away by the wind and the grain fell to gheund.

During these operations our poultry paid the thresfloor many visits, testifying a lively
interest in the success of our labors, and gobhlmghe grain at such a rate that my wife was
obliged to keep them at a reasonable distancel, Wwatld not have them altogether stinted in
the midst of our plenty. | said, "Let them enjowitiselves; what we lose in grain, we gain in
flesh. | anticipate delicious chicken-pie, roasbg® and boiled turkey!"

When our harvest stores were housed, we foundwieahad reaped sixty, eighty, even a
hundred fold what had been sown. Our garner wagfitied with all manner of store.

Expecting a second harvest, we were constraingutepare the field for sowing again, and
immediately therefore commenced mowing down thbld&s While engaged in this, flocks of
quails and partridges came to glean among theesedttears. We did not secure any great
number, but resolved to be prepared for them reaga@n, and by spreading nets, to catch them
in large quantities.

My wife was satisfied when she saw the straw cdrhieme and stacked; our crop of maize,
which of course had not been threshed like theratbien, afforded soft leaves which were used
for stuffing mattresses, while the stalks, whennbuteft ashes so rich in alkali as to be
especially useful.

| changed the crops sown on the ground to ryeepadnd oats, and hoped they would ripen
before the rainy season.

The shoals of herring made their appearance justeasinished our agricultural operations.
This year we pickled only two barrels of them; lag were not so merciful toward the seals,
which arrived on the coast directly afterward. Wated them vigorously, requiring their skins
for many purposes, more especially for the commbetif the cajack. On the little deck of that
tiny vessel | had made a kind of magazine, in whalstore pistols, ammunition, water, and
provisions, and this | meant to cover with sealskm as to be quite water-tight. A couple of
harpoons furnished with seal bladders were to bpesuded alongside.

CHAPTER XV

ADVENTURES OF THE BOYS AT WOODLANDS——THE ELEPHANT
TRAIL

At last came the day when Fritz was to make ha trip with the cajack. Completely equipped
in swimming costume—trousers, jacket, and cap—is waost ludicrous to see him cower
down in the canoe and puff and blow till he begaawell like the frog in the fable.

All trace of his original figure was speedily losind shouts of laughter greeted his comical
appearance. Even his mother could not resist a&saithough the dress was her invention.

| got the other boat out, that my wife might see were ready to go to his assistance the
moment it became necessary.

The cajack was launched from a convenient shelpoigt, and floated lightly on the sea-green
ocean mirror. Fritz with his paddles then begamractice all manner of evolutions: darting
along with arrowy swiftness, wheeling to the righien to the left; and at last, flinging himself
quite on his side, while his mother uttered a $hoketerror, he showed that the tiny craft would
neither capsize nor sink. Then, recovering hisrix@ahe sped securely on his further way.
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Encouraged by our shouts of approbation, he nowlpalentured into the strong current of
Jackal River, and was rapidly carried out to sea.

This being more than | had bargained for, | lostine in giving chase in the boat, with Ernest
and Jack; my wife urging us to greater speed, aathdng that some accident could not fail to
happen to "that horrid soap-bubble.”

We soon arrived outside the bay, at the rocks wfamaerly lay the wreck, and gazed in all
directions for signs of the run-away.

After a time we saw, at a considerable distandeira puff of smoke, followed by the crack of
a pistol. Upon this we fired a signal shot, whichsampresently answered by another, and,
steering in the direction of the sound, we soorrdhéze boy's cheery halloo; the cajack darted
from behind a point of land, and we quickly joirsampany.

"Come to this rocky beach,"” cried Fritz, "I havensthing to show you."
With blank amazement we beheld a fine, well-growarng walrus, harpooned and quite dead.

"Did you kill this creature, my dear Fritz?" | eaghed, looking round in some anxiety, and
half expecting to see a naked savage come to themirize.

"To be sure, father! don't you see my harpoon? dthyou doubt it?"

"Well, 1 scarcely know," replied I, laughing; "bstccess so speedy, so unexpected, and so
appropriate, to an amateur Greenlander, took maulyrise. | congratulate you, my boy! But |
must tell you that you have alarmed us by making) lting trip. You should not have gone out
of the bay. | left your mother in grievous trouble.

"Indeed, father, | had no idea of passing out ghtsiout once in the current, | was carried
along, and could not help myself. Then | came twera of walruses, and | did so long to make
a prize of one that | forgot everything else, andde chase after them when beyond the
influence of the current, until I got near enoughharpoon this fine fellow. He swam more

slowly, and | struck him a second time; then hegbbuefuge among these rocks, and expired. |
landed, and scrambled to where he lay, but | tcoke ¢o give him the contents of my pistol

before going close up, having a salutary recolbectf the big serpent's parting fling at you,

Jack."
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Then the walrus sought refuge among these rocks

"You ran a very great risk," said I. "The walrusais inoffensive creature; but when attacked
and wounded it often becomes furious, and, turoipgn its pursuer, can destroy, with its long
tusks, a strongly built whale boat. However, th&d for your safety! | value that above a
thousand such creatures. Now, what's to be domehnit? He must be quite fourteen feet long,
although not full grown."

"l am very glad you followed me, father,” said Eritbut our united strength will not remove
this prodigious weight from among these rocks; adylet me carry away the head, with these
grand, snow-white tusks! | should so like to fagtesn the prow of the cajack, and name it the
Sea-horse."

"We must certainly carry away the beautiful ivougks," said I; "but make haste; the air feels
so excessively close and sultry, | think a stortoresving.”

"But the head! the head! we must have the whole Hheaied Jack; "just think how splendid it
will look on the cajack!"

"And how splendid it will smell, too, when it begito putrefy,” added Ernest; "what a treat for
the steersman!”

"Oh, we will prepare for that," said Fritz; "it dhbe soaked and cleaned, and dried until it is as
hard as a wooden model; it shall not offend yolicdg nose in the least, Ernest!"

"l supposed the walrus to be an animal peculigihécArctic regions,” remarked Ernest.
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"And so it is," | replied; "though they may occasadly be seen elsewhere; these may have
wandered from the Antarctic seas. | know that endastern coast of Africa is found a smaller
species of walrus called the dugong; it has longsor teeth, but not tusks; and certainly

resembles a seal rather than a walrus.”

While thus speaking, we were actively engaged endibxcapitation of the walrus, and in cutting
off long strips of its skin. This took some tima,\@e had not the proper implements, and Fritz
remarked that in future the cajack must be providéd a hunting-knife and a hatchet; adding
that he should like to have a small compass inxaWwih a glass top, fixed in front of the hole
where the steersman sits. | saw the necessitysyfahd | promised it should be done.

Our work being accomplished, we were ready to gd,lgroposed to take Fritz and the canoe
on board our boat, so that we might all arrive thge but | yielded to his earnest wish to
return alone as he came; he longed to act as @mnt-aeurier, and announce our approach to
his mother; so he was soon skimming away over uhface of the water, while we followed at
a slower rate.

Black clouds meanwhile gathered thick and fast mdous, and a tremendous storm came on.
Fritz was out of sight, and beyond our reach.

We buckled on the swimming belts and firmly lasloeniselves to the boat, so that we might
not be washed overboard by the towering seas Wirwke over it.

The horizon was shrouded in darkness, fearful gofstgind lashed the ocean into foam, rain
descended in torrents, while livid lightning glar@thwart the gloom. Both my boys faced the
danger nobly; and my feelings of alarm were mingiaith hope on finding how well the boat

behaved.

The tempest swept on its way, and the sky begaitetr as suddenly as it had been overcast;
yet the stormy waves continued for a long timehieaten our frail bark with destruction, in
spite of its buoyancy and steadiness.

Yet | never lost hope for ourselves—all my fearsenv®r Fritz; in fact | gave him up for lost,
and my whole agonized heart arose in prayer fength to say, "Thy will be done!"

At last we rounded the point, and once more ergeSafety Bay, quickly drew near the little
harbor.

What was our surprise—our overwhelming delight—wltgare we saw the mother with Fritz,
as well as her little boy, on their knees in prager earnest for our deliverance that our
approach was unperceived, until with cries of jag attracted their notice. Then indeed ensued
a happy meeting, and we gave thanks together éomtrcy which had spared our lives.

Returning joyfully to Rockburg, we changed our ateed garments for warm, dry clothes; and,
seated at a comfortable meal, considered and feskcait our ease the perils of the storm.

Afterward, the head of the walrus was conveyeduoworkshop, where it underwent such a
skillful and thorough process of cleaning, embabmiand drying, that ere long it was actually
fixed on the prow of the cajack, and a most impgsippearance it presented!

The strips of hide, when well-tanned and prepameatje valuable leather.

Much damage had been done by the late storm. Tdneyhrain had flooded all the streams, and
injured crops which should have been housed bélfiereegular rainy season.

The bridge over Jackal River was partly broken doavid the water tanks and pipes all needed
repair. So our time was much occupied in restottiiiggs to order.

On going to work one day, near the cascade, wedf@mgreat number of dark red berries
scattered on the ground; they were about the dizerdinary hazel nuts, with small leafy
coronets at the tip.
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The boys thought them so inviting, that they tagtesin at once, but angry exclamations and
much spitting and spluttering followed the expemtesven Knips rejected them, and they
would have been cast aside with contempt, hadh®sinell induced me to examine them. |
decided that this was the fruit of the clove.

Some plants were immediately set in the nursergieggrand my wife was pleased to have this
excellent spice wherewith to flavor her boiled raad other dishes, in lieu of pepper—a very
welcome variety to everyone.

Having a good supply of clay, brought from the loedr Falconhurst, | proposed to use it for
making aqueducts; and, observing how much the teeem had promoted the growth of our
young corn, | determined to irrigate the fieldshatihe drainage from our crushing mill.

The fishing season was again successful. Larges tafesalmon, sturgeon, and herring
rewarded our annual exertions, and our storerocamagssumed a well-stocked appearance.
Much as | wished that we could obtain a constappluof these fish fresh, | was obliged to
reject the naive proposal from Jack, that we shtatlter a shoal of salmon by the gills to the
bottom of the bay as we had secured the turtles.

Many quiet uneventful days passed by, and | peecktliat the boys, wearied by the routine of
farm work at Rockburg, were longing for a cruisdhie yacht or an expedition into the woods,
which would refresh both mind and body.

"Father,” said Fritz at length, "we want a quantifyhurdles, and have scarcely any more
bamboos of which to make them. Had we not betteragaupply from Woodlands? And you

said, too, the other day, that you wished you ledesmore of the fine clay: we might visit the

Gap at the same time."

| had really no objection to propose; and it wasrg afterward settled that Fritz, Jack and
Franz should start together; and that Ernest, vetltbrio great desire to accompany his brothers,
should remain with his mother and me, and assighénconstruction of a sugar mill, the
erection of which | had long contemplated.

Before they started, Fritz begged some bear's frgatthe mother, to make pemmican.
"And what may pemmican be?" she asked.

"It is food carried by the fur-traders of North Anma on their long journeys through the wild
country they traverse; and consists of bear or'sidleish, first cooked and then pounded or
ground to powder. It is very portable, and noungfi

His mother consented to "humor him," as she sdidpagh without much faith in the value of
the preparation; and in the course of two daysoaksbf pemmican, sufficient for a Polar
expedition, was fabricated by our enthusiastic son.

They were ready to start, when | observed Jacktlgustip a basket, containing several
pigeons, under the packages in the cart.

"Oh, oh!" thought I, "the little fellow has his dots about that pemmican, and thinks a tough
old pigeon would be preferable.”

The weather was exquisite; and, with exhortatienpridence and caution from both me and
their mother, the three lads started in the veghést spirits. Storm and Grumble, as usual,
drew the cart, and were ridden by Fritz and Fraviale Hurry carried Jack swiftly across the
bridge in advance of them; followed by Floss andri®, barking at his heels.

The sugar mill occupied us for several days, ansl made so much like our other mills that |
need not now describe it.

On the evening of the first day, as we sat restintpe porch at Rockburg, we naturally talked
of the absentees, wondering and guessing whantirggyt be about.
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Ernest looked rather mysterious, and hinted thahigit have news of them next morning.

Just then a bird alighted on the dovecot, and edter could not see, in the failing light,
whether it was one of our own pigeons or an intrufenest started up, and said he would see
that all was right.

In a few minutes he returned with a scrap of papéis hand.
"News, father! The very latest news by pigeon postther!"

"Well done, boys! what a capital idea!" said |, daking the note | read:

"Dearest Parents and Ernest:

"A brute of a hyena has killed a ram and two lanitbe dogs seized it. Franz shot
it. It is dead and skinned. The pemmican isn't wonuch, but we are all right.
Love to all.

"Fritz.
"Woodlands, 15th instant."

"A true hunter's letter!" laughed I; "but what eiag news. When does the next post come in,
Ernest?"

"To-night, 1 hope," said he, while his mother sighand doubted the value of such glimpses
into the scenes of danger through which her son® \passing, declaring she would much
rather wait and hear all about it when she had thaf® home again.

Thus the winged letter-carriers kept us informemrfrday to day of the outline of adventures
which were afterward more fully described.

On approaching the farm at Woodlands, the boys wtadled by hearing, as they thought,
human laughter, repeated again and again; whiltheip astonishment, the oxen testified the
greatest uneasiness, the dogs growled and drew tdotheir masters, and the ostrich fairly
bolted with Jack into the rice swamp.

The laughter continued, and the beasts became @yeable.

"Something is very far wrong!" cried Fritz. "I castrleave the animals; but while | unharness
them, do you, Franz, take the dogs, and advandeualy to see what is the matter.”

Without a moment's hesitation, Franz made his wagray the bushes with his gun, closely
followed by the dogs; until, through an openingthie thicket, he could see, at a distance of
about forty paces, an enormous hyena, in the mosiderful state of excitement; dancing

round a lamb just killed, and uttering, from tineetime, the ghastly hysterical laughter which

had pealed through the forest.

The beast kept running backward and forward, risimgts hind legs, and then rapidly whirling
round and round, nodding its head, and going thraugst frantic and ludicrous antics.

Franz kept his presence of mind very well; for hetaled till, calming down, the hyena began
with horrid growls to tear its prey; and then, dgisteadily both barrels, he broke its foreleg,
and wounded it in the breast.

Meanwhile Fritz, having unyoked the oxen and seatihem to trees, hurried to his brother's
assistance. The dogs and the dying hyena wereidyitiie engaged in mortal strife; but the

latter, although it severely wounded both Floss Bngho, speedily succumbed, and was dead
when the boys reached the spot. They raised a shaiimph, which guided Jack to the scene
of action; and their first care was for the dogsose wounds they dressed before minutely
examining the hyena. It was as large as a wild ;boag stiff bristles formed a mane on its

neck, its color was gray marked with black, thehesnd jaws were of extraordinary strength,
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the thighs muscular and sinewy, the claws remayksiobng and sharp altogether. But for his
wounds he would certainly have been more than amfat the dogs.

After unloading the cart at the farm, the boys matd for the carcass of the tiger-wolf, as it is
sometimes called, and occupied themselves in skiniti during the remainder of the day,
when, after dispatching the carrier-pigeon to Roegbthey retired to rest on their bearskin
rugs, to dream of adventures past and future.

The following day they devised no less a scheme tbaurvey the shores of Wood Lake, and
place marks wherever the surrounding marsh wadipahte, and might be crossed either to
reach the water or leave it.

Fritz in the cajack, and the boys on shore, cageframined the ground together; and when
they found firm footing to the water's edge, thetspas indicated by planting a tall bamboo,
bearing on high a bundle of reeds and branches.

They succeeded in capturing three young black swaftey considerable resistance from the
old ones. They were afterward brought to Rockbangl, detained as ornaments to Safety Bay.

Presently a beautiful heron thrust his long neoknfamong the reeds, to ascertain what all the
noise on the lake was about. Before he could gatisfcuriosity, Fritz unhooded his eagle, and
though vainly he flapped and struggled, his leg$ &@mgs were gently but firmly bound, and
he had to own himself vanquished, and submit tartsgection of his delighted captors.

It was their turn to be alarmed next, for a largaverful animal came puffing, with a curious
whistling sound, through the dense thicket of re@dssing close by and sorely discomposing
them by its sudden appearance. It was out of sigimediately, before they could summon the
dogs, and from their description it must have badapir, the color dark brown, and in form
resembling a young rhinoceros, but with no hornl@nnose, and the upper lip prolonged into a
trunk something like that of an elephant on a senadtale. It is a gentle creature, but when
attacked becomes a fierce opponent, and can woageldhngerously with its powerful teeth.

The tapir can swim and dive with perfect ease,abalinds in the densely wooded swamps and
rivers of tropical America.

Fritz in his cajack followed for a time the diremtiin which the tapir proceeded, but saw no
more of it.

Meanwhile the other two boys returned to the fagrthe rice fields, and there fell in with a
flock of cranes, five or six of which they caugHive, among them two demoiselles or
Numidian cranes. These birds they shot at withvesrarranged in a skillful and original way,
with loops of cord dipped in birdlime attached bem, so that it often happened that the bird
aimed at was entangled and brought down uninjured.

The young hunters seemed to have lived very coattyton peccary ham, cassava bread and
fruit, and plenty of baked potatoes and milk.

One trial of the pemmican was sufficient, and isvnded over to the dogs. Fritz, however,
determined again to attempt the manufacture, kngwenvalue when properly prepared.

After collecting a supply of rice and cotton, theeyk their way to Prospect Hill; "and,” said
Fritz, as he afterward vividly described the drehdtene there enacted, "when we entered the
pine wood, we found it in possession of troops ohkeys, who resolved to make our passage
through it as disagreeable as possible, for theyldtband chattered at us like demons, pelting
us as hard as they could with pine cones.

"They became so unbearable, that at last we fifegvashot right and left among them; several
bit the dust, the rest fled, and we continued oay\n peace to Prospect Hill, but only to
discover the havoc the wretches had made there.
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"Would you believe it, father? The pleasant cotthge been overrun and ruined by apes just as
Woodlands last summer! The most dreadful dirt asdrder met our eyes wherever we turned,
and we had hard work to make the place fit for huinabitation; and even then we preferred
the tent. | felt quite at a loss how to guard therf for the future; but seeing a bottle of the
poisonous gum of the euphorbia in the tool chesigvised a plan for the destruction of the
apes which succeeded beyond my expectations.

"I mixed poison with milk, bruised millet, and ahytg | thought the monkeys would eat, and
put it in cocoanut shells, which | hung about ia thees, high enough to be out of reach of our
own animals. The evening was calm and lovely; the swurmured in the distance, and the
rising moon shed a beauty over the landscape wiwehseemed never before to have so
admired and enjoyed. The summer night closed arasnith all its solemn stiliness, and our
deepest feelings were touched; when suddenly théwps broken by an out-burst of the most
hideous and discordant noises. As by one conseaty éeast of the forest seemed to arise
from its den, and utter its wild nocturnal cry. 8y, snarling, and shrieking filled the wood
beneath us.

"From the hills echoed the mournful howl of jackaaswered by Fangs in the yard, who was
backed up by the barking and yelping of his friefkdlsss and Bruno. Far away beyond the
rocky fastnesses of the Gap, sounded unearthlignanortings and neighings, reminding one
of the strange cry of the hippopotamus; above th@smsional deep majestic roaring made our
hearts quail with the conviction that we heardubiees of lions and elephants.

"Overawed and silent, we retired to rest, hopindotget in sleep the terrors of the midnight
forest, but ere long the most fearful cries in ddgining woods gave notice that the apes were
beginning to suffer from the poisoned repast pregéor them.

"As our dogs could not remain silent amid the upoad din, we had not a wink of sleep until
the morning. It was late, therefore, when we rese, looked on the awful spectacle presented
by the multitude of dead monkeys and baboons thiskewn under the trees round the farm. |
shall not tell you how many there were. | can ady, | wished | had not found the poison, and
we made all haste to clear away the dead bodiésth@dangerous food, burying some deep in
the earth, and carrying the rest to the shore, itehgr them over the rocks into the sea. That
day we traveled on to the Gap."

The same evening that the boys reached the rockg, m messenger pigeon arrived at
Rockburg, bearing a note which concluded in thim¥ahg words:

"The barricade at the Gap is broken down. Evergthaid waste as far as the sugar-brake,
where the hut is knocked to pieces, and the figl®pled over by huge footmarks. Come to
us, father—we are safe, but feel we are no matcthie unknown danger.”

| lost not an instant, but saddled Swift, late tawas, in order to ride to the assistance of our
boys, desiring Ernest to prepare the small cad, falow me with his mother at daybreak,
bringing everything we should require for camping f@r some days.

The bright moonlight favored my journey, and myiat at the Gap surprised and delighted
the boys, who did not expect me till the next dagrly on the following morning | inspected
the footprints and ravages of the great unknowre ¢ane brake had, without doubt, been
visited by an elephant. That great animal alonddcbave left such traces and committed such
fearful ravages. Thick posts in the barricade warapped across like reeds; the trees in the
vicinity, where we planned to build a cool summerbe, were stripped of leaves and branches
to a great height, but the worst mischief was dam®ng the young sugar-cane plants, which
were all either devoured or trampled down and dgstt.

It seemed to me that not one elephant, but a tnoogt have invaded our grounds. The tracks
were very numerous, and the footprints of variamess but, to my satisfaction, | saw that they
could be traced not only from the Gap, but badk ito evidently equal numbers.
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We did not, therefore, suppose that the mighty atémemained hidden in the woods of our
territory; but concluded that, after this freebagtincursion, they had withdrawn to their native
wilds, where, by greatly increasing the strengtlowf ramparts, we hoped henceforth to oblige
them to remain.

In what manner to effect this we laid many plangjmy the night of my arrival, when, sitting
by an enormous watch-fire, | chatted with my boged heard details of their numerous
adventures, so interesting for them to relate, fondme to hear, that everyone was more
disposed to act sentinel than retire to sleep.

The mother and Ernest arrived next day, and stwceg] to find all well, making light of
trodden fields and trampled sugar-canes, sincedres were sound in life and limb.

A systematic scheme of defense was now elaboratebthe erection of the barricade occupied
us for at least a month, as it was to be a firm @un@ble building, proof against all invasion.

As our little tent was unsuited to a long residewntehis sort, | adopted Fritz's idea of a

Kamschatkan dwelling, and, to his great delightthi@ith carried it out.

Instead of planting four posts, on which to plagdaform, we chose four trees of equal size,
which, in a very suitable place, grew exactly isgaare, twelve or fourteen feet apart. Between
these, at about twenty feet from the ground, we daflooring of beams and bamboo, smoothly
and strongly planked. From this rose, on all fades, walls of cane; the frame of the roof was
covered so effectually by large pieces of bark tiwatain could penetrate.

The staircase to this tree-cottage was simply adpank with bars nailed across it for steps.
The flooring projected like a balcony in front dfet entrance door, and underneath, on the
ground, we fitted up sheds for cattle and fowls.

Various ornaments in Chinese or Japanese style adkted to the roof and eaves, and a most
convenient, cool, and picturesque cottage, overlaumbadorned by the graceful foliage of the
trees, was the result of our ingenuity.

| was pleased to find that the various birds takgnhe boys during this excursion seemed
likely to thrive; they were the first inmates ofetimew sheds, and even the black swans and
cranes soon became tame and sociable.

Constantly roaming through the woods, the childrié@an made new discoveries.

Fritz brought one day, after an excursion to thposie side of the stream beyond the Gap, a
cluster of bananas, and also of cacao beans, flochwhocolate is made.

The banana, although valuable and nourishing fasdte natives of the tropical countries
where it grows, is not generally liked by Europearsl probably this variety was even inferior
to many others, for we found the fruit much likéteo pears, and almost uneatable.

The cacao seeds tasted exceedingly bitter, angeined wonderful that by preparation they
should produce anything so delicious as chocolate.

My wife, who now fancied no manufacture beyond nkyll,sbegged for plants, seeds, or
cuttings to propagate in her nursery garden, ayrdadcying herself in the enjoyment of
chocolate for breakfast, and | promised to makacaa plantation near home.

"Let me have bananas also," said she, "for we roguiee a taste for that celebrated fruit, and,
at all events, | am sure | can make it into an bewepreserve.”

The day before our return to Rockburg, Fritz wegdia to the inland region beyond the river to
obtain a large supply of young banana plants, &dedcacao fruit. He took the cajack, and a
bundle of reeds to float behind him as a raft toycthe fruit, plants, and anything else he might
wish to bring back.
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In the evening he made his appearance, cominghpwidiwvn stream. His brothers rushed to
meet him, each eager to see and help to land fgs.ca

Ernest and Fritz were quickly running up the bawkh arms full of plants, branches, and
fruits, when Fritz handed to Jack a dripping weg ladnich he had brought along partly under
water. A curious pattering noise proceeded from ltaig, but they kept the contents a secret for
the present, Jack running with it behind a bustofdgepeeping in, and | could just hear him
explain:

"Hullo! | say, what monsters they are. It's enoughmake a fellow's flesh creep to look at
them!"

With that he hastily shut up the bag, and put iyasafely out of sight in water.

Securing the cajack, Fritz sprang toward us, hisdeame face radiant with pleasure as he
exhibited a beautiful waterfowl.

Its plumage was rich purple, changing on the backdrk green; the legs, feet, and a mark
above the bill, bright red. This lovely bird | cdnded to be the sultan cock described by
Buffon, and as it was gentle, we gladly receivemhiiong our domestic pets.

Fritz gave a stirring account of his exploring tripaving made his way far up the river,

between fertile plains and majestic forests ofyldfees, where the cries of vast numbers of
birds, parrots, peacocks, guinea fowls, and hursdtetknown to him, quite bewildered, and

made him feel giddy.

"It was in the Buffalo Swamp,” continued he, "thadaw the splendid birds you call sultan
cocks, and | set my heart on catching one alivachylas they seemed to have little fear of my
approach, | managed by means of a wire snare. dfaotin | saw a grove of mimosa trees,
among which huge dark masses were moving in aatalié way. Guess what they were!"

"Savages?" asked Franz, timidly.
"Black bears, | bet!" cried Jack.
"Your words suggest to my mind the manner and ajgpea of elephants,” said Ernest.

"Right you are, Professor!" exclaimed Fritz gayhge words producing quite a sensation on the
whole attentive family. "From fifteen to twenty pleants were feeding peacefully on the leafy
boughs, tearing down branches with their trunks stmal/ing them into their mouths with one
jerk, or bathing in the deep waters of the marshréfreshment in the great heat. You cannot
imagine the wild grandeur of the scene! The riveing very broad, | felt safe from wild
animals, and more than once saw splendid jaguarsckbed on the banks, their glossy skin
glancing in the sunlight.

"While considering if it would be simply foolhardy try a shot at one of these creatures, | was
suddenly convinced that discretion is the bettet pavalor, and urging my canoe into the
center current, made a rapid retreat down the.river just before me, in the calm deep water
of a sheltered bay where | was quietly floatingeréh arose a violent boiling, bubbling
commotion, and for an instant | thought a hot gpsras going to burst forth—instead of that,
up rose the hideous head and gaping jaws of a pggamus, who, with a hoarse, terrific snort,
seemed about to attack me. | can tell you | didwunt to see the rest of him! a glimpse of his
enormous mouth and its array of white gleaming dusks quite enough. 'Right about face!
said | to myself, and shot down the stream likeanw, never pausing till a bend in the river
brought me within sight of the Gap, where | oncerenielt safe, and joyfully made my way
back to you all.”
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Up rose the hideous head and gaping jaws of a hippopotamus

This narrative was of thrilling interest to us, ypr@g the existence of tribes of the most
formidable animals beyond the rocky barrier whigfethded, in so providential a manner, the
small and fertile territory on which our lot wassta

During the absence of the adventurer we had besiylengaged in making preparations for
our departure—and everything was packed up ang f@athe morning after his return.

After some hesitation | yielded to his great wisjch was to return by sea in his cajack round
Cape Disappointment, and so meet us at Rockburg.

He was much interested in examining the outlinethefcoast and the rugged precipices of the
Cape. These were tenanted by vast flocks of sebafioavbirds of prey; while many varieties of
shrubs and plants, hitherto unknown to us, grethénclefts and crevices of the rocks, some of
them diffusing a strong aromatic odor. Among thecemens he brought | recognized the caper
plant, and, with still greater pleasure, a shrulctvivas, | felt sure, the tea-plant of China—it
bore very pretty white flowers, and the leavesmdsed myrtle.

Our land journey was effected without accidentaweature of any kind.

Jack, mounted as usual on Hurry, the ostrich, edrtihe mysterious wet bag very carefully
slung at his side, and when near home started afpaodigious rate in advance of us.
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He let fall the drawbridge, and we saw no more o luntil, on reaching Rockburg, he
appeared leisurely returning from the swamp, wtagparently he had gone to deposit his
"moist secret,” as Franz called it.

We were all glad to take up our quarters once nmor large and convenient dwelling, and

my first business was to provide for the great neinddf birds we now had on our hands, by
establishing them in suitable localities, it beingpossible to maintain them all in the poultry

yard. Some were, therefore, taken to the islandd;the black swans, the heron, the graceful
demoiselle cranes, and our latest acquisitionsgibendid sultan cock, soon became perfectly at
home in the swamp, greatly adding to the interét@neighborhood of Safety Bay.

The old bustards were the tamest of all our feathgrets, and never more so than at meal
times. They were unfailing in their attendance wivendined or supped in the open air.

Toward evening, as we sat in the veranda listetarferitz's account of his trip round the Cape,
an extraordinary hollow, roaring noise sounded ftbmswamp not unlike the angry bellowing
of a bull.

The dogs barked, and the family rose in excitemieat;l remarked a look of quiet humor in
Fritz's eye, as he stood leaning against one ofeéh@nda pillars, watching Jack, who, in some
confusion, started off toward the marsh.

"Come back, you silly boy!" cried his mother; "thkild has not so much as a pistol, and is
rushing off alone to face he knows not what!"

"Perhaps,” said I, looking at Fritz, "this is notase requiring the use of firearms. It may be
only the booming of a bittern which we hear."

"You need not be uneasy, mother," said Fritz; "Jaskvs what he is about; only this charming
serenade took him by surprise, and | fancy he malWe to exhibit his treasures before they
reach perfection. Yes, here he comes!"

Lugging his "moist secret" along with him, Jack,sthed and breathless, came up to us,
exclaiming:

"They were to grow as big as rabbits before you gen! Such a shame! | never thought they
would kick up a row like that. Now for it!"—and Harned out the bag. "This is 'Grace," and
this is 'Beauty."

Two immense frogs rolled clumsily on the groundd aecovering their feet, sat squat before
us, swelling and puffing with a ludicrous air okuited dignity, while peals of laughter greeted
them on all sides.

"Ladies and gentlemen, these are two very hands@mueg specimens of the famous African
bullfrog,” said Jack, pretending to be offendedtla mingled disgust and amusement
occasioned by their appearance; "they are butdralim, and | hoped to maintain them in
seclusion until they reached full size, when | vabbhve introduced them with proper éclat.
But since their talent for music has brought theectpciously into public notice, | must beg for
your kind and indulgent patronage, and—Ileave te tAkm back to the swamp!"

Great clapping of hands followed Jack's speech.

"Grace" and "Beauty" were examined, and commentedvith much interest, and voted
decidedly handsome "in their way."

Their general color was greenish brown, mottled sppokted with reddish brown and yellow;
the sides green and black; the under part yellowttled with orange. The eyes were positively
beautiful, of a rich chestnut hue, covered withdgol white dots, which shone with a metallic
luster. The skin of the body was puckered into ituagnal folds.

By general consent they were remanded to the swamp.
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Shortly after our return to Rockburg, my wife dremy attention to the somewhat neglected
state of our dear old summer residence at Falcehhoegging me to devote some time to its
restoration and embellishment.

This | most willingly undertook, and we removedilier, as soon as the boys had completed
the arrangement of the artificial salt-lick to theatisfaction.

At Falconhurst things were quickly in good ordendave made a great improvement by
completing the broad terrace supported on the mgchoots of the trees—it was better
floored—and rustic pillars and trelliswork sustalna bark roof which afforded a pleasant
shade.

After this was done, | was compelled to conserd pdan long cherished by Fritz, who wished
to construct a watchtower and mount a gun on Slsdalkd. After great exertion, both mental

and bodily, this piece of military engineering wamsnpleted; and a flagstaff erected, on which
the guard at this outpost could run up a white ftagignal the approach of anything harmless
from the sea, while a red flag would be shown @nléast appearance of danger.

To celebrate the completion of this great work, ckhoccupied us during two months, we
hoisted the white flag, and fired a salute of sixg

CHAPTER XVI

TEN YEARS AFTERWARD—A STRANGE MESSAGE

"We spend our years as a tale that is told,"” sang avid.

These words recurred to me again and again asidwed ten years, of which the story lay
chronicled in the pages of my journal.

Year followed year; chapter succeeded chapterdggeanperceptibly, time was passing away.

The shade of sadness cast on my mind by retrospdtis kind was dispelled by thoughts full
of gratitude to God, for the welfare and happinetsny beloved family during so long a
period. | had cause especially to rejoice in seemgsons advance to manhood, strengthened
by early training for lives of usefulness and atgiwherever their lot might fall.

And my great wish is, that young people who read thcord of our lives and adventures
should learn from it how admirably suited is theageful, industrious, and pious life of a
cheerful, united family, to the formation of stromyre, and manly character.

None take a better place in the great nationallfgambne are happier or more beloved than
those who go forth from such homes to fulfill neutids, and to gather fresh interests around
them.

Having given a detailed account of several yeasstlence in New Switzerland, as we liked to
call our dominion, it is needless for me to conéinvhat would exhaust the patience of the most
long-suffering, by repeating monotonous narrativefs exploring parties and hunting
expeditions, wearisome descriptions of awkward mie&s and clumsy machines, with an
endless record of discoveries, more fit for thegsagf an encyclopedia than a book of family
history.

Yet before winding up with the concluding eventsmay mention some interesting facts
illustrative of our exact position at the time tbeésok place.
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Rockburg and Falconhurst continued to be our wirdead summer headquarters, and
improvements were added which made them more amd comvenient, as well as attractive in
appearance.

The fountains, trellised verandas, and plantatimsid Rockburg, completely changed the
character of the residence which, on account ohtet and want of vegetation, had in former
days been so distasteful to my wife. Flowering pees overhung the balconies and pillars;
while shrubs and trees, both native and Europeamw xuriantly in groves of our planting.

In the distance, Shark Island, now clothed withcgfal palms, guarded the entrance to Safety
Bay, the battery and flagstaff prominently visibleits crested rock.

The swamp, cleared and drained, was now a conbigetake, with just marsh and reeds
enough beyond it to form good cover for the watstwhose favorite retreat it was.

On its blue waters sailed stately black swans, swbite geese, and richly colored ducks;

while out and in among the water plants and rustmdd appear at intervals glimpses of the

brilliant sultan, marsh-fowl, crimson flamingoesfts blue-gray, demoiselle cranes, and crested
heron, all associating in harmony, and with no fefars, their masters.

The giant frogs, Grace and Beauty, delighted Jackdiually attaining in time to the size of
small rabbits; and, perfectly knowing their verypegpriate names, would waddle out of the
marsh at his call, to eat a grasshopper or dainty f

Beneath the spreading trees, and through the aiosfaubberies, old Hurry, the ostrich, was
usually to be seen marching about, with grave agdifted pace, as though monarch of all he
surveyed. Every variety of beautiful pigeon nestethe rocks and dovecots, their soft cooing
and glossy plumage making them favorite househets. p

By the bridge alone could Rockburg be approachedhigher up the river, where, near the
cascade, it was fordable a dense and impenetraicket of orange and lemon trees, Indian
figs, prickly pears, and all manner of thorn-begrshrubs, planted by us, now formed a
complete barrier.

The rabbit warren on Shark Island kept us well §adpwith food, as well as soft and useful
fur; and, as the antelopes did not thrive on Whslks they also were placed among the shady
groves with the rabbits, and their own island desldb such work as candle-making, tanning,
wool-cleaning, and any other needful but offengiperations.

The farm at Woodlands flourished, and our flockd bhards supplied us with mutton, beef, and
veal, while my wife's dairy was almost more thaa shuld manage.

My boys retained their old love for giving nameshe animals. They had a beautiful creamy-
white cow called Blanche, and a bull with sucheatendous voice, that he received the name
of Stentor. Two fleet young onagers were namedvm@ad Dart; and Jack had a descendant of
his old favorite Fangs, the jackal, which he chimseall Coco, asserting that no word could be
distinguished at a distance without the letter itoit, giving illustrations of his theory till our
ears were almost deafened.

Excellent health had been enjoyed by us all durihgse ten years, though my wife
occasionally suffered from slight attacks of fevand the boys sometimes met with little
accidents.

They were all fine, handsome fellows; Fritz, nowehty-four, was of moderate height,
uncommonly strong, active, muscular, and high-tguiri

Ernest, two years younger, was tall and slightligposition, mild, calm, and studious; his early
faults of indolence and selfishness were almostedptovercome. He possessed refined tastes
and great intellectual power.
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Jack, at twenty, strongly resembled Fritz, beingutlhis height, though more lightly built, and
remarkable rather for active grace and agility tfttarmuscular strength.

Franz, a lively youth of seventeen, had some of ghalities of each of his brothers; he
possessed wit and shrewdness, but not the ardergrof Jack.

All were honorable, God-fearing young men, dutiuld affectionate to their mother and
myself, and warmly attached to each other.

Although so many years had elapsed in total semu#i continued to be my strong impression
that we should one day be restored to the socfatyrofellow-men.

But time, which was bringing our sons to manhoodswalso carrying their parents onward to
old age; and anxious, gloomy thoughts relatinghtartfuture, should they be left indeed alone,
sometimes oppressed my heart.

On such occasions, | would not communicate theesehdepression to my family, but, turning
in prayer to the Almighty Father, laid my troubleftwe Him, with never-failing renewal of
strength and hope.

My elder sons often made expeditions of which wevkmothing until their return after many
hours; when any uneasiness | might have felt wasighted by their joyous appearance, and
reproof always died away on my lips.

Fritz had been absent one whole day from Rockkang,not until evening did we remark that
his cajack was gone, and that he must be out at sea

Anxious to see him return before nightfall, | werfit to Shark Island with Ernest and Jack, in
order to look out for him from the watch tower theat the same time hoisting our signal flag,
and loading the gun.

Long we gazed across the expanse of ocean gldtarithe level beams of the setting sun, and
finally discerned a small black speck in the diseawhich, by the telescope, was proved to be
the returning wanderer.

| remarked that his skiff sailed at a slower rdtant usual toward the shore. The cannon was
fired to let him know that his approach was obsénand then we joyfully hurried back to
receive him at the harbor.

It was easy to see, as he drew near, what hadeatklaig progress. The cajack towed a large
sack, besides being heavily laden.

"Welcome, Fritz!" | cried. "Welcome back, whereya&u come from, and whatever you bring.
You seem to have quite a cargo there!"

"Yes, and my trip has led to discoveries as web@sty," answered he; "interesting discoveries
which will tempt us again in the same direction.n@g boys, let's carry up the things, and
while | rest | will relate my adventures.”

As soon as possible all assembled round him.

"l think my absence without leave deserves repraastead of this warm reception, father, and
| must apologize for it," he began. "But ever siricpossessed the cajack it has been my
ambition to make a voyage of discovery along thestowhich we have never explored beyond
the point at which | killed the walrus.

“In order to be ready to start without delay wheroavenient opportunity offered, | made
preparations beforehand, such as provisioning nff; iking the compass in front of my seat,
arranging conveniently rifle, harpoon, ax, boatdoand fishing net. | also resolved to take
with me Pounce, my eagle, and this | always wilirdéuture.
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"This morning dawned magnificently; the calm sdée gentle breeze, all drew me irresistibly
to the fulfillment of my purpose.

"I left the harbor unperceived, the current quickbyre me out to sea, and | rounded the point to
the left, passing just over the spot where, bendaghwaves, lie the guns, cannon balls,
ironwork, and all that was indestructible about gaod old wreck. And would you believe it?
Through the glassy clear water, undisturbed byalei | actually saw many such things strewn
on the flat rocky bottom.

"Pursuing my way, | passed among rugged cliffs motts which jutted out from the shore, or
rose in rugged masses from the water. Myriads affe@l inhabited the most inaccessible of
these, while on the lower ridges, seals, sea baatswalruses were to be seen, some basking
lazily in the sun, some plunging into the watergarerging awkwardly from it, hoisting their
unwieldy bodies up the rocks by means of theirgusk

"I must confess to feeling anything but comfortablkile going through the places held in
possession by these monsters of the deep, andeusedeffort to pass quickly and unnoticed.
Yet it was more than an hour and a half beforetldar of the rocks, cliffs, and shoals to
which they resorted, and near a high and precipitaype, running far out to sea. Right opposite
to me, in the side of this rocky wall, was a maigeifit archway, forming, as it first appeared to
me, a lofty entrance to an immense vaulted caviepassed beneath this noble portal and
examined the interior. It was tenanted by numbéessmall species of swallow, scarcely larger
than a wren, and the walls were covered by thousandheir nests. They were rudely built,
and their peculiarity was that each rested on d kirplatform, something like a spoon without
the handle. | detached a number, and found thgtithd a curious appearance, seemingly made
of something fibrous and gelatinous, and more dilset of sponges, corals, or fungi, than nests
of birds. | have brought them home in my fishing'he

"If we had commercial dealings with the Chinesajtd, "your discovery would be of value;
these are doubtless edible bird's nests. The bicdlled the esculent swallow, and the trade in
this strange article of diet is a very large onlee Tiests are of different value, but those which
are quite new, and nearly white, are held in swtlkesn that they are worth their weight in
silver.

"There are tremendous caverns in Java and otheegplhere, at great risk, these nests are
procured; the annual weight obtained being upwdriifty thousand pounds, and the value
more than £200,000.

"When placed in water and well soaked, they saodiieth swell, and are made into soup of very
strengthening and restorative quality.

"l think you might try your hand on these, mothast for curiosity's sake."

"l can't say | fancy the look of the queer thingsaid she, "but | don't mind trying if they will
turn to jelly; though boiling birds' nests is cookeguite out of my line."”

"Oh, do, mother; let us taste birds' nests as s@oyou can, though the idea makes me fancy
my mouth full of feathers!" laughed Jack.

"It is really a most curious formation," said FritErom whence are the swallows supposed to
get this kind of gelatine?"

"It has never been exactly ascertained,” | repliadhether the birds discover or produce this
curious substance. But whatever may be its bdsis,dlear that a very large portion of it is
furnished by certain glands, which pour out a ds®cretion.”

"After laying in my store of nests," continued Erit'l pursued my way through this vaulted
cave or corridor; which, presently turning, opeidd a very lonely bay, so calm and lake-like,
that, although of considerable size, | concludeohat it must be nearly land locked. Its shores,
beyond the rocky boundary through which | penettagatended in a fertile plain toward what
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seemed the mouth of a river, beyond which lay rowgtd probably marshy, ground, and a
dense forest of cedars, which closed the view.

"The water beneath me was clear as crystal; andinganto its depths and shallows, |
perceived beds of shell-fish, like large oystet&adned to the rocks and to each other by tufts
of hairy filaments.

"If these are oysters,' thought I, 'they must bads worth eating, as far as size goes, than our
little friends in Safety Bay,' and thereupon | hedkup several clusters with my boat-hook, and
landing soon after on the beach, | flung them @nghnd, resolving to fetch another load, and
then tow them after me in the fishing-net.

"The hot sun disagreed with their constitutionypgose; for when | came back the shells were
all gaping wide open; so | began to examine thémnking that after all they were probably
much less delicate than the small oysters we heamat to like so much.

"Somehow, when a thing is to be 'examined,' onegdy needs a knife. The blade met with
resistance here and there in the creature's bodlystl closer 'examination’ produced from it
several pearly balls like peas, of different siZes. you think they can be pearls? | have a
number here in a box."

"Oh, show them to us, Fritz!" cried the boys. "Whagtty shining things! and how delicately
rounded, and how softly they gleam!"

"You have discovered treasure, indeed!" | exclaim@dy, these are most beautiful pearls!
Valueless, certainly, under present circumstanbes;they may prove a source of wealth
should we ever again come into contact with thélizad world. We must visit your pearl-
oyster beds at the earliest opportunity.”

"After resting for some time, and refreshing myseith food," pursued Fritz, "I resumed my
survey of the coast, my progress somewhat impegeldebbag of shell-fish, which | drew after
me; but | proceeded without accident past the mofithe stream to the further side of the bay,
which was there inclosed by a point correspondmghat through which | had entered; and
between these headlands | found a line of reefssamd-banks, with but a single channel
leading out to the open sea; from which, theref®®arl Bay, as | named it, lies completely
sheltered.

"The tide was setting strongly in shore, so thaiuld not then attempt a passage through it, but
examined the crags of the headland, thinking | mjgdgrchance discover a second vaulted
archway. | saw nothing remarkable, however, butishads of sea fowl of every sort and kind,

from the gull and sea swallow to the mighty albss$to

"My approach was evidently regarded as an invaaiahtrespass; for they regularly beset me,
screaming and wheeling over my head, till, out lbfpatience, | stood up, and hit furiously
about me with the boat-hook; when, rather to mysse, one blow struck an albatross with
such force, that he fell stunned into the water.

"I now once more attempted to cross the reef byndreow channel, and happily succeeding,
found myself in the open sea, and speeding homeyayilly saw our flag flying, and heard
the welcome salute you fired."

Here ended the narrative; but next morning Friemdme aside, and confided to me a most
remarkable sequel, in these words:

"There was something very extraordinary about #ifiaatross, father. | allowed you to suppose
that | left it as it fell, but in reality | raised to the deck of the canoe, and then perceived a
piece of rag wound round one of its legs. Thismheoged, and, to my utter astonishment, saw
English words written on it, which | plainly madeutoto be: 'Save an unfortunate
Englishwoman from the smoking rock!"
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"This little sentence sent a thrill through evegrve: my brain seemed to whirl. | doubted the
evidence of my senses.

"Is this reality, or delusion?' thought I. 'Carb# true, that a fellow-creature breathes with us
the air of this lonely region?'

"| felt stupefied for some minutes: the bird bedgarshow signs of life, which recalled me to
myself; and, quickly deciding what must be don®ré a strip from my handkerchief, on which
| traced the words—'Do not despair! Help is near!

"This | carefully bound round one leg, replacing tiag on the other, and then applied myself
to the complete restoration of the bird. It gratiusdvived; and after drinking a little, surprised
me by suddenly rising on the wing, faltering a mamé its flight, and then rapidly
disappearing from my view in a westerly direction.

"Now, father, one thought occupies me continuallyil my note ever reach this
Englishwoman? Shall | be able to find, and to daa®"

| listened to this account with feelings of theeliest interest and astonishment.

"My dear son," said I, "you have done wisely in fiding to me alone your most exciting
discovery. Unless we know more, we must not uresétte others by speaking of it; for it
appears to me quite possible that these words pemeed long ago on some distant shore,
where, by this time, the unhappy stranger may lp@resshed miserably. By the 'smoking rock'’
must be meant a volcano. There are none here."

Fritz was not disposed to look at the case from gfwomy point of view; did not think the rag
so very old; believed smoke might rise from a redkich was not volcanic; and evidently
cherished the hope that he might be able to resptiadtually to this touching appeal.

| was in reality as anxious as himself on the sttbjeut judged it prudent to abate rather than
excite hopes of success which might be doomedter lalisappointment.

After earnest consultation on the subject, we detithat Fritz should go in search of the writer
of the message, but not until he had so altereddhee as to fit it for carrying two persons, as
well as provisions sufficient to admit of his abserfor a considerable time. Impatient as he
was, he could not but see the wisdom of this delay.

We returned to the house, and saw the boys bugéniag the oysters, which they had had no
time to do the previous night, and greatly excdascver and anon a pearl was found.

"May we not establish a pearl fishery at once,de2h shouted they. "We might build a hut on
the shore of the bay, and set about it regularly.”

An excursion to Pearl Bay was now the event to twratt thoughts turned, and for which
preparations on a grand scale were made. It wderho, as it were, the basis of the more
important voyage Fritz had in view, and to whichsuspected by the rest, he could devote all
his attention.

| took an opportunity, one day, when all were pngsi® remark in a serious tone:

"I have been considering, dear wife, that our dldes is now of an age to be dependent on
himself. | shall, therefore, henceforth leave hinlitzerty to act in all respects according to his
own judgment; and, especially in the matter of \g®gor excursions, he must not be hampered
by the fear of alarming us should he choose to iedasent longer than we expect. | have such
entire confidence in his prudence, and at the damein his affection for us, that | am certain
he will never needlessly cause us anxiety."

Fritz looked gratefully toward me as | spoke; amlrhother ratified my words, embracing him
affectionately, and saying, with emotion, "God blasd preserve thee, my boy!"
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It took some time to make several raking or scrgpmachines, which | invented for the
purpose of detaching and lifting the oysters fréwirt native rocks; but that gave Fritz leisure
to change the fittings of his canoe, so as to laesjgare seat in it.

His brothers naturally concluded he meant to take of them as shipmate on board, and he
allowed the mistake to continue. They occupied seaes in making various articles they
expected to be of use, and bore the delay witlable patience.

At last came the day, when, taking leave of thehmioand Franz, we went on board the yacht,
accompanied by some of the dogs; while Jack, pyoodtupying the new seat beside Fritz in
the canoe, shared with him the honor of leadingathg in the character of pilots.

We passed safely through the rocks and shoals \Wednus Island into an expanse of calm
water, sheltered by jutting cliffs, where the sé&nged like a mirror, and for the first time we
observed the fairy-like shells of the paper-naatgailing lightly over the dazzling surface.

It was impossible to see these lovely seafarersowit wishing to obtain specimens; and the
canoe accordingly gave chase, presently securilfigiltzen, which were handed to us in the
yacht to be carefully preserved for the museum, thedplace was ever after called Nautilus
Creek.

Further on we rounded a short promontory, flathveib abrupt rock at the extremity, to which
we gave the name of Cape Pug-Nose; and then, a& distance, appeared the grand cliffs of a
headland running far out to sea.

This | supposed we should have to weather, but iloyspmade no change in our course, and,
following the canoe, we soon came in sight of tregastic archway which offered us a short
passage to Pearl Bay.

The wonderfully architectural appearance of thiags| arches, and pinnacles, surrounding and
surmounting this noble entrance, struck me with igahion, resembling parts of a fine gothic
cathedral, and inducing me to propose for it thm@&aCape Minster.

A perfect cloud of little swallows darted from tbhavernous entrance on our approach, divided
into flocks, soared, wheeled, flew right and lefid finally returned in a body as swiftly as they
came, to the sides of the long dark tunnel, whiehewestooned with their nests.

We detached a number of these as we passed, te&iegto leave those containing eggs of
young. The best were at a considerable heighttHeubroken and shelving rocks afforded, in
some places, footing for such daring and activenlsdirs as Fritz and Jack, and they quickly
obtained as many as we could possibly require.

Our progress was much assisted by the tide, whikdnh,a current, bore us onward along the
nave of this natural cathedral; aisles, transeggtgens, and side-chapels appearing between the
columns and arches which in the "dim religioustiighere revealed to our wondering eyes.

On emerging into the dazzling sunshine, we foungaues floating in the calm expanse of
Pearl Bay; but it was some minutes before we clmdll around on the bright and lovely scene.

Fritz had not over-rated its beauty, and the romaslets which studded its waters seemed to
give the effect of a pleasant smile to featuresaaly perfect.

We cruised about for some time, surveying the cuoatt its fertile meadows, shady groves,
gently swelling hills, and murmuring brooks, segkanconvenient landing place in the vicinity
of the shallows where lay the oyster-beds.

This we found close to a sparkling streamlet; aa®lthe day was fast declining, we made
speedy arrangements for burning a watch-fire; affeich we partook of a hasty supper, and
leaving the dogs, with Coco, the jackal, to sleapshore, we returned on board the yacht for
the night, anchoring within gunshot of the land.
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The coast being quite strange to us, | knew not wiild beasts might frequent it; but, though |

did not fear that any would approach us by swimmymag | was glad to have with us our lively

little ape, Mercury (the successor of our old faeyKnips, long since gathered to his fathers),
for he occupied at night a cozy berth on deck,\aad certain to give vociferous notice should
anything alarming occur.

Fritz moored the cajack alongside, and came ondoddre night passed in peace, although for
a time we were disturbed by the yelping of jackalsh whom Coco persisted in keeping up a
noisy conversation.

We awoke at daybreak, and after breakfastirig fourchette, we repaired in haste with nets,

scrapers, and all other requisites, to the oystespwhere we worked with such diligence and
success that in the course of two days we had aremse pile of shells built up like a stack on
the beach, and left to decay.

| collected a quantity of seaweed to spread ovemthwhich was afterward burnt to make
alkali, when we returned to secure our harveseaf|s.

Every evening we went out shooting in the neighbodh and kept ourselves supplied with
game of one sort or another. The last day of alrefiy we started earlier, intending to make a
longer excursion into the woods.

Ernest set off first with Floss; Jack and Coco |btrg after them. Fritz and | were still
employed in taking on board the last load of omigpwhen we suddenly heard a shot, a loud
cry of pain or fear, and then another shot.

At the first alarm, the other two dogs rushed aWayn us toward the spot, and Fritz, who had
just called Pounce from his perch, to accompanin uke ramble, let him fly, and seizing his
rifle darted off in the same direction.

Before | could reach the scene of action, moresshatre heard, and then a shout of victory;
after which appeared through the stems of the tileeslisconsolate figure of Jack, hobbling
along like a cripple, supported on each side bytaghers.

When they came near me they stopped; and poorrdaeking and groaning, began to feel
himself all over, as if to search for broken boreeging out:

"I'm pounded like a half-crushed pepper-corn!"
On examination | found some severe bruises.

"Who or what has been pommeling the boy?" | exadim'one would think he had been
beaten."

"It was a huge wild boar," said Ernest, "with fiereyes, monstrous tusks, and a snout as broad
as my hand."

We took Jack down to the yacht, bathed his bruig&se him a cooling drink, and he soon fell
fast asleep in his berth, where | left him andmatd to the shore.

"Now, Ernest," said I, "enlighten me on the subjefcthis adventure! What you and the boar
did, is quite a mystery to me."

"Floss and | were going quietly along," replied hehen suddenly there was a rustling and
snorting close by, and a great boar broke throhghbushes, making for the outskirts of the
wood. Floss gave chase directly, and the boar tutméay. Then up came Jack with Coco, and
the gallant little jackal attacked the monsterhie tear. In another moment, however, he was
sent sprawling upon his back, and this so provdkednaster that he fired a hasty ill-directed
shot. The brute's notice and fury at once turneshujack, who prudently took to his heels,
when | attempted to check the career of the boaa shot, which, however, only slightly
wounded it. Jack stumbled and fell over the roa tfee, just as the animal came up with him.
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'Help! murder," shouted he; and if the other dogd hot then arrived, and all together tackled
the boar, | fear it would have been a case of muitdeed! as it was, the poor fellow got
mauled and trampled upon dreadfully.

"As | was waiting for an opportunity to fire withbany risk of hitting Jack, Pounce rushed
through the air and darted upon the beast, and €aitne up quickly and shot it dead with a
pistol.

"While we were helping Jack along, and passingaaewhere the boar had been grubbing, |
noticed some such curious knotty roots or tubeydlest | brought away specimens. Are they
worth anything, do you think? they have a strongls

“If I may trust my nose," said I, "you have brougiimething by no means to be despised.
Yes!" | continued, putting them to my lips, "thes®e very fine truffles! Taste them, Fritz."

"Indeed, they are excellent,” said he; "very ddéfgrfrom the tough, leathery things | remember
in Europe; these are tender and well flavored."

"Because they are fresh," said I. "You have betasted those only which have been brought
from a distance. They are found in different paft&urope, buried at a depth of ten or twelve
inches in the soil of oak or beech woods. A smalj s employed to hunt for them, who
perceives their musky odor in a singularly acute,veand at once scratches at the spot where
they lie."

"Have the truffles no leaves or stalks," inquiredZ: "by which they might be found without
the help of the dog?"

"They have nothing of the sort,” | replied; "theye adiscovered simply by scent, and are
considered to belong to the tribe of Fungi.”

By this time it was late; we took supper, made g watch-fire, and withdrew to our yacht,
where we slept peacefully.

Early next morning we proceeded to visit the fiefdbattle. The wild boar, which | had not
before seen, proved to be much larger and moreidatste in appearance than | had imagined,
and Jack's escape seemed to me perfectly marvelous.

The boys took it as a matter of course that we wereut out hams and flitches; and we
therefore did so, though | warned them that theadneot expect much pleasure in eating bacon
from a tough old African boar like this. We convdytbe mighty hams to the beach, each on a
sledge of plaited boughs and twigs, and drawn leyajrthe dogs. The monstrous head traveled
in the same way, and we collected a large numbtufifes before quitting the forest.

As soon as the dogs were released, they rushedtbablke scene of operations in the wood,
comprehending that they were now free to feast lbatwwemained there.

There was so much to be done in consequence dfthis that Fritz, who had hoped to set out
on his solitary expedition that day, deferred itiluthe next; and was, therefore, fortunately
with us, when late in the evening we desisted framn labors, and, having supped, were
preparing to retire to rest.

All at once a deep, fearful sound echoed throughnitighboring woods. It made our blood
curdle in our veins. We listened with strainingsgdroping it would not be repeated. With a
shudder we heard the dread voice roar again, y@tendéo us, and an answer peal from the
distance.

"We must find out who are the performers in thisiaart!" exclaimed Fritz, springing to his
feet and snatching up his rifle. "Make the fireZalaget on board the yacht, and have all the
guns in readiness. | am off to reconnoiter in theoe."
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We mechanically obeyed his rapid orders, while libkl youth disappeared in the darkness;
and, after heaping fuel on the fire, we went onr8oand armed ourselves with cutlasses,
besides loading all the guns, waiting in readireteer to land again or to quit the coast.

We presently saw the whole pack of our dogs, as$ agelCoco, the jackal, and the little ape,
Mercury (who had been tempted by the truffles taysiith them in the woods), come
galloping at full speed up to the fire.

Mercury was evidently excessively discomposedratifig us gone; he gnashed his teeth, and
chattered, as though in fear, looking hopelesslyhat water, through which he could not
venture.

The dogs planted themselves by the fire, gazingdfix landward, with ears erect, and
occasionally uttering a barking challenge, or gosegsed howl.

Meantime, the horrid roarings approached nearet,| aoncluded that a couple of leopards or
panthers had been attracted by the scent of thésloa@acass.

But not long after | had expressed this opinion,bebkeld a large, powerful animal spring from
the underwood, and, with a bound, and muttered, rapproach the fire. In a moment |
recognized the unmistakable outlines of the forma bbn, though in size he far surpassed any |
had ever seen exhibited in Europe.

The dogs slunk behind the fire, and the lion se&iatelf almost like a cat on his hind legs,
glaring alternately at them, and at the great baans which hung near, with doubtless a mixed
feeling of irritation and appetite, which was tBet by the restless movements of his tail.

He then arose, and commenced walking up and dowh slow and measured pace,
occasionally uttering short, angry roars, quitekenthe prolonged, full tones we had heard at
first.

At times he went to drink at the brook, always netng with such haste, that | fully expected to
see him spring.

Gradually his manner became more and more thremfehe turned toward us, crouched, and
with his body at full stretch, waved his tail, agldred so furiously, that | was in doubt whether
to fire, or retreat, when through the darkness taegharp crack of a rifle.

"That is Fritz!" exclaimed everyone; while, witifearful roar, the lion sprang to his feet, stood
stock still, tottered, sank on his knees, rolledrpand lay motionless on the sand.

"We are saved!" | cried; "that was a masterly siae lion is struck to the heart; he will never
stir again. Stay on board, boys. | must join mybraritz."

In a few moments | landed; the dogs met me witklevi tokens of pleasure, but kept whining
uneasily, and looking toward the deep darkneskefmoods whence the lion had come.

This behavior made me cautious; and, seeing notbirgritz, | lingered by the boat, when
suddenly a lioness bounded from the shadow ofréest into the light diffused by the fire.

At sight of the blazing fagots she paused, as thaigrtled; passed with uncertain step round
the outskirts of the illuminated circle; and utgkn®arings, which were evidently calls to her
mate, whose dead body she presently discovered.

Finding him motionless, her manner betokened teatgst concern; she touched him with her
forepaws, smelt round him, and licked his bleedwgunds. Then, raising her head, she
gnashed her teeth, and gave forth the most lamentaidl dreadful sound | ever heard; a
mingled roar and howl, which was like the expresbgrief, rage, and a vow to be revenged,
all in one.
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Crack! Another shot: the creature's right forepaaswamed; and the dogs, seeing me raise my
gun, suddenly gathered courage, and ran forwaidasid fired. My shot also wounded the
lioness, but not mortally, and the most terrifiendzat ensued.

It was impossible to fire again, for fear of woumglithe dogs. The scene was fearful beyond
description. Black night surrounded us; the fitildze of the fire shed a strange, unnatural light
on the prostrate body of the huge dead lion, andthen wounded lioness, who fought
desperately against the attack of the four galthogs; while the cries, roars, and groans of
anguish and fury uttered by all the animals werugh to try the stoutest nerves.

Old Juno, staunch to the last, was foremost irfrédne After a time, | saw her change her plan
of attack, and spring at the throat of the lionedsp, in an instant, raised her left paw, and at
one blow the cruel claws had laid open the bodthefdog, and destroyed the life of the true
and faithful companion of so many years.

Just then Fritz appeared. The lioness was muchemeak and we ventured to go near enough
to fire with safety to ourselves; and finally | pggched her by plunging a hunting-knife deep in
her breast.

Ernest and Jack were summoned from the yacht tonesst the completed victory; and |
regretted having left them on board, when | saw ogatly the noise and tumult had alarmed
them, unable, as they were, to ascertain what weg@n.

They hastened toward us in great agitation, anid jineon seeing us safe was only equaled by
the grief they felt on learning the death of Juno.

The night was now far advanced; the fire burnt Ibwt we piled on more wood, and, by the
renewed light, drew poor Juno from between the paivmhe lioness; and by the brookside,
washed and bound up the torn body, wrapping itfelyen canvas, and carrying it with us on
board the yacht, that it might be buried at Rocgbwrhither on the following day it was our
purpose to return.

Wearied and sorrowful, but full of thankfulness tar personal safety, we at length lay down
to sleep, having brought all the dogs on board.

Next morning, before quitting Pearl Bay, we oncerendanded, that we might possess
ourselves of the magnificent skins of the lion #indess, whose visit, fatal to themselves, had
caused such a commotion during the night.

In about a couple of hours we returned to the ydehwing the flayed carcasses to the tender
mercies of the birds of prey sure to be attracbettiém.

"Homeward bound," sang out the boys, as they diyegeighed anchor, and prepared to stand
out to sea. | could see, though he did not comptaet poor Jack had not recovered from the
boar's rough treatment, and moved very stiffly.

"You must pilot us through the channel in the riée$ time, Fritz," said I; adding, in a lower
tone, "and then is it to be ‘farewell,’ my son?"

"Yes, dear father—Au revoir!" returned he, brightlyith a glance full of meaning, while he
threw into his canoe a cushion and a fur cloak.

"Thanks, Fritz! but I'm going to honor them withetibare of my battered bones in the yacht
here. You are awfully considerate, though, oldofell' remarked Jack, not for a moment
doubting that his brother expected him to retusth@ came, beside him in the cajack.

Fritz laughed, and commended his decision. Themg@pg into his skiff, he led the way
toward the open sea.

We followed, carefully, and soon passed the rdéfr avhich the boys were very busy with the
sails, putting the vessel on the homeward courbenywaving his hand to me, Fritz turned in
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the opposite direction, and quickly vanished belihmal point, which | afterward named Cape
Farewell.

When missed by his brothers, | said he had a femexplore more of the coast, and if he found
it interesting he might, instead of only a few ruemain absent for two or three days.

Toward evening, we sailed into Safety Bay.

CHAPTER XVII

HOW FRITZ FOUND THE FAIR STRANGER

The mother and Franz, though somewhat startlechbyunexpected absence of Fritz, were
delighted to see us return safely, and listeneti wéger interest to our adventures. My wife
shuddered, and scarcely suppressed an involuntaeara as she heard of our desperate
encounter with the lion and his mate. Jack's damager providential escape, too, made her
tremble; and so pale did he still look, that sheld¢@carcely believe he was uninjured.

Tears came into Franz's eyes when he heard ohthdesath of poor old Juno; and he inquired
most tenderly whether her remains had been brcagytk, that they might be interred near the
house which had been her home for so many years.

Next day he saw her buried carefully; and Erneashisrequest, produced an epitaph, which
was inscribed upon a slab of stone above her grave.

JUNO,
A servant true lies here;
A faithful friend,
A Dog,
To all most dear;
Who met her end
Fighting right bravely in her master's cause.

The flesh of the wild boar and the truffles weradhed over to the mother, who received them
with delight, promising us therefrom many a savdish. She would fain have had the boar's
head, too; but my word was pledged to Ernest thetauld adorn his museum, and, though my
lips watered to taste it baked in Hottentot fashlomould not break my promise.

This splendid head, therefore, together with thedi skins, we carried to the tannery on Whale
Island, where they were cleaned and dressed.

Five days passed, but Fritz still remained abdesduld not conceal my anxiety, and at length
determined to follow him. All were delighted at theoposal, and even the mother, when she
heard that we were to sail in the pinnace, agreedt¢company us.

The boat was stored, and on a bright morning, witavorable breeze, we five, with the dogs,
stepped aboard, and ran for Cape Minster.

Our beautiful little yacht bounded over the wataylyg, and the bright sunshine and delicious
sea breeze put us all in the highest spirits. Tiieece of the archway was in sight, and thither
| was directing the boat's course. Suddenly, rajigad, | saw a dark and shadowy mass just
below the surface of the water. "A sunken rockifidught to myself, "and yet it is strange that

| never before noticed it." | put down the helm anmoment, but a catastrophe seemed
inevitable.
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We surged ahead! A slight shock, and all was oVke danger was passed!

| glanced astern, to look again at the dangeroas bpt the rock was gone, and, where but a
moment before | had distinctly seen its great gsdedow, | could now see nothing. Before we
had recovered from our amazement, a shout fromslagkised me.

"There is another," he exclaimed, "to starboarthed"
Sure enough, there lay, apparently, another surdan

"The rock is moving!" shouted Franz; and a greatklbody emerged from the sea, while from

the upper extremity rushed a column of water, whwith a mighty noise, rose upward, and

then fell like rain all around. The mystery was lexped; for, as the great beast emerged yet
further from the water, | recognized, from its anous size and great length of head, the
cachalot whale.

The monster was apparently enraged at the way @es¢ratched his back; for, retreating to a
short distance, he evidently meditated a rush wson

Fearful stories occurred to me of the savage terapéris whale, how he has been known to
destroy boat after boat, and even ships, and wigteling of desperation | sprang to one of the
guns. Jack leaped to the other, and almost sinmadtzsly we fired. Both shots apparently took
effect; for the whale, after lashing the water emdly for a few seconds, plunged beneath its
surface, and disappeared. We kept a sharp lookoutiri, for | was unwilling to lose such a
valuable prize, and, reloading, stood toward thereshin which direction he was apparently
making. Presently we again sighted him in shalloater; lashing fearfully with his tail, and
dyeing the waves around him with blood. Approaching infuriated animal as nearly as |
dared, we again fired.

The struggles of the whale seemed for a few momenbecome even yet more frantic, and
then, with a quiver from head to tail, he lay motess—dead!

The boys were about to raise the cry of victoryt, thecked the shout upon their very lips; for
darting behind a rock they espied a canoe paddjed tall and muscular savage, who now
stood up in his skiff and appeared to be examiomgttentively. Seeing that we were standing
toward him, the swarthy native seized his paddi@ again darted behind a rock. An awful

thought now took possession of me. There must tvibe of blacks lurking on these shores,

and Fritz must have fallen into their hands. Weyéwer, | determined, should not be easily
taken; and our guns were loaded and run out.

Presently a dusky face appeared, peeping at us &daofty rock; it vanished, and we saw
another peeping at us from lower down. Then, aghi,skiff put out as though to make a
further reconnoiter. All, even Jack, looked anxicarsd glanced at me for orders.

"Hoist a white flag," said I, "and hand me the dpeg-trumpet."

| seized the instrument and uttered such peaceatids in the Malay language as | could
recall; neither the flag nor my words seemed tapoe any effect, and the savage was about to
return to the shore.

Jack hereupon lost patience, and in his turn tqothe trumpet.

"Come here, you black son of a gun,” he exclaif€dme on board and make friends, or we'll
blow you and your——"

"Stop! stop! you foolish boy,” | said; "you will balarm the man, with your wild words and
gestures."

"No! but, see," he cried, "he is paddling towardtf' us

And sure enough the canoe was rapidly approaching.
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Presently a cry from Franz alarmed me. "Look! |8dké shrieked, "the villain is in Fritz's
cajack. | can see the walrus' head."

Ernest alone remained unmoved. He took the spedkingpet:
"Fritz, ahoy!" he shouted; "welcome, old fellow!"

The words were scarcely out of his mouth whend, tecognized the well-known face beneath
its dusky disguise.

In another moment the brave boy was on board, mspite of his blackened face was kissed
and welcomed heartily. He was now assailed wittoars of questions from all sides: "Where
had he been?" "What had kept him so long, and velytte turned blackamoor?”

"The last question," he replied, with a smile,this only one | will now answer; the others shall
be explained when | give a full account of my aduess. Hearing guns fired, my mind was
instantly filled with ideas of Malay pirates, fomever dreamed that you could be here in the
yacht, so | disguised myself as you now see me,camde forth to reconnoiter. When you
addressed me in Malay you only added to my tefoorit left not a doubt in my mind that you
were pirates."

Having in our turn described to him our adventurthwhe cachalot whale, | asked him if he
knew of a suitable spot for the anchorage of ttehya

"Certainly," he replied, casting toward me a glahdkof meaning; "l can lead you to an island
where there is a splendid anchorage, and whictsédf iwell worth seeing, for it contains all
sorts of strange things." And after removing theerst from his skin, and turning himself once
more into a civilized being, he again sprang insdanoe and piloted us to a picturesque little
island in the bay.

Now that there could be no doubt as to the sucaeBstz's expedition, | no longer hesitated to
give to my wife an account of his project, and tegare her mind for the surprise which
awaited her. She was greatly startled, as | exdeated seemed almost overcome with emotion
at the idea of seeing a human being, and that miagf her own sex.

"But why," she asked, "did you not tell me of thisfirst? Why wait until the last moment with
such joyful news?"

"I was unwilling,” | replied, "to raise hopes whichight never be realized: but now, thank
Heaven, he has succeeded, and there is no neednfoealment.”

The boys could not at all understand the evidenohimystery and suppressed excitement

which neither their mother, Fritz, nor | could eely conceal. They cast glances of the greatest
curiosity toward the island, and as soon as ths sadre furled and the anchor dropped, they
sprang eagerly ashore. In a body we followed Fnitajntaining perfect silence. Presently we

emerged from the thicket through which we were ipgs&nd saw before us a hut of sheltering

boughs, at the entrance of which burned a chefaréul

Into this leafy bower Fritz dived, leaving his Wrets without, mute with astonishment. In
another moment he emerged, leading by the handght,shandsome youth, by his dress
apparently a young English naval officer. The madvanced to meet us; and Fritz, with a
countenance radiant with joy, briefly introduced bompanion as Edward Montrose.

"And," he continued, looking at his mother and fivall you not welcome him as a friend and
a brother to our family circle?"

"That will we, indeed!" | exclaimed, advancing ahdlding out my hands to the fair young
stranger. "Our wild life may have roughened oukkand manners, but it has not hardened our
hearts, | trust.”
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The mother, too, embraced the seeming youth mastilye The lads, and even the dogs, were
not behind hand in testifying their gratification the appearance of their new friend—the
former delighted at the idea of a fresh companand the latter won by her sweet voice and
appearance.

From the expression made use of by Fritz | perckibat the girl wished her sex to remain
unrevealed to the rest of the party until the motiwuld obtain for her a costume more suited
to her real character.

The young men then ran down to the yacht to brimgvbat was necessary for supper, as well
as to make preparations for a camp in which we trsglend the night. This done the mother
hastened to set before us a substantial meal, wihéeboys, anxious to make their new
acquaintance feel at home among them, were dogig blest to amuse her. She herself, after
the first feeling of strangeness had worn off, edefully into all their fun; and by the time
they sat down to supper was laughing and chattesmgayly as anyone of the rest. She
admired the various dishes, tasted our mead, aitkdowt alluding once to her previous life,
kept up a lively conversation.

The mere fact of meeting with any human being aftemany years of isolation was in itself

sufficient to raise the boys to the greatest sthexcitement; but that this being should be one
so handsome, so gay, so perfectly charming, seeoragletely to have turned their heads; and
when | gave the sign for breaking up of the feast] their new friend was about to be led to
the night quarters which had been prepared foroneboard the yacht, the health of Edward
Montrose was proposed, and drank in fragrant maaug the cheers and acclamations of all
hands.

When she was gone, and silence had been restadexclaimed:

"Now, then, Fritz, if you please, just tell me wiegrou came across this jolly fellow. Did you
take your mysterious voyage in search of him, drydiu meet him by chance? Out with your
adventures, while we sit comfortably round the.fire

So saying, Jack cast more wood upon the blazirg @rd throwing himself down in his usual,
careless fashion, prepared to listen attentively.

Fritz, after a few moments' hesitation, began:

"Perhaps you remember," said he, "how, when | netifrom my expedition in the cajack the
other day, | struck down an albatross. None butfatlger at the time knew, however, what
became of the wounded bird, or even thought momutalh. Yet it was that albatross who
brought me notice of the shipwrecked stranger anddo, | determined should carry back a
message, to cheer and encourage the sender.

"l first, as you know, prepared my cajack to camp persons; and then, with a heart full of
hope and trust, left you and the yacht, and, withriee seated before me, made for the open
sea. For several hours | paddled steadily on,thid, wind freshening, | thought it advisable to
keep in nearer shore; that, should a regular stemise, | might find some sheltered bay in
which to weather it.

"It was well | did so; for, scarcely had | reacheduiet cove which promised to afford me the
protection | desired than the sea appeared one ofidsam: great surging waves arose; and
even in the comparative calm of the bay | felt thats in some danger.

"l passed the night in my cajack; and next mornitgr a frugal meal of pemmican, and a
draught of water from my flask, once more ventui@th. The wind had subsided, and the sea
was tolerably smooth; and, keeping my eyes busilpleyed in seeking in every direction to
detect, if possible, the slightest trace of smakeother sign of human life, | paddled on till
noon.
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"The aspect of the coast now began to change:hives were sandy, while further inland lay
dense forests, from whose gloomy depths | could and anon hear the fierce roar of beasts of
prey, the yell of apes, the fiendish laugh of tlyerta, or the despairing death cry of a hapless
deer. Seldom have | experienced a greater feelingplitude than while listening to these
strange sounds, and knowing that |, in this frahae, was the only human being near. Giving
myself up to contemplation, I rested my paddle, alfmived my cajack to drift slowly on.

"As | neared the shore, | noticed a large numberstadinger looking birds, who would
sometimes flutter round me, and then dart backnatgathe border of the forest, where they
were feeding on what appeared to be the peppet; gleay seized the berries in their great,
ponderous beaks, threw them up into the air, ard ttexterously caught them in their fall.
Their beaks were really something extraordinargyttooked as though they must give their
owners a perpetual headache, from their immensghiverhe only thing that relieved the
extreme ugliness of these great appendages wasgtirgieous color, which was only rivaled
by the gay hue of the plumage. | wish now thatd heought home a specimen; but at the time
| was so much amused by watching the grotesquesaatithe birds that | did not think of
obtaining one. When 1 left the spot, | settled ig own mind that they were toucans: was |
right, Ernest?"

The Professor, unwilling to interrupt the narrativeerely gave an oracular nod, and Fritz
continued:

"For some hours after this | paddled quickly onnetimes passing the mouth of a stream,
sometimes that of a broad river. Had | been mesalyan exploring expedition, | should have

been tempted, doubtless, to cruise a little wapngp of these pathways into the forest; but now
such an idea did not enter my head. On, on, aglf | fust go, until I should reach the goal of

my voyage.

"The shades of night at length drew on, and, figdirsheltered cove, | moored my cajack, and
stepped on shore. You may imagine how pleasanast tw stretch my legs, after sitting for so
long in the cramped position which my cajack endsrdt would not do, however, to sleep on
shore; so after preparing and enjoying my suppeturned on board, and there spent the night.

"Next morning Pounce and | again landed for brestkfalit my fire, and hung before it a
plump young parrot to roast. As | was so doingeéard a slight rustle among the long grass
behind me. | glanced round, and there, with glaepgs and his great tail swaying to and fro, |
saw an immense tiger.
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There, with glaring eyes and his great tail swaying to and fro, | saw an
immense tiger

“In another moment his spring would have been mhgeould have been no more, and our
young guest would have been doomed to, God onlyvknbow many, years of frightful
solitude!

"My gun was lying by my side. Before | could hateaped to pick it up, the monster would
have seized me.

"Pounce saw and comprehended my danger: the hieirdicdarted upon my enemy, and so
blinded him with his flapping wings, and the fierblws of his beak, that his spring was
checked, and | had time to recover my self-possessiseized my gun, and fired; and the
brute, pierced to the heart, gave one spring, lagal tolled over at my feet.

"My enemy was dead; but beside him, alas! lay gmrnce, crushed and lifeless. One blow of
the great beast's paw had struck him down, nevesdagain!"

Fritz's voice shook as he came to this point; aftéy remaining silent for a moment or two, he
continued hurriedly:

"With a sad and desolate feeling at my heart, Idouthe faithful bird where he had met his
death; and then, unable longer to continue neasplog | returned to my cajack, and leaving
the great tiger lying where he fell, paddled hgsiivay.
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"My thoughts were gloomy. | felt as though, nowtthay companion was gone, | could no

longer continue the voyage. The albatross, | thqugiay have flown for hundreds of miles

before it reached me. This stranger may be onrdifteshores from these entirely; every stroke
of my paddle may be carrying me further from thezblg signal; who knows?

"This feeling of discouragement was not, howeverpé of long duration; for in a moment
more a sight presented itself, which banished glldoubts and fears, and raised me to the
highest pitch of excitement.

"A high point of land lay before me. | roundedatd beyond found a calm and pleasant bay,
from whose curved and thickly wooded shores ranaotgef of rocks. From the point of this
reef rose a column of smoke, steadily and cleauding upward in the calm air. | could
scarcely believe my senses, but stopped gazing as$ though | were in a dream; then, with
throbbing pulse and giddy brain, | seized my padaihel strained every nerve to reach it.

"A few strokes seemed to carry me across the bay, securing my canoe, | leaped upon the
rock on which the beacon was blazing, but not a efga human being could | see. | was about
to shout, for as the fire had evidently been rdgquited up, | knew the stranger could not be
far off; but, before | could do so, | saw a slidigure passing along the chain of rocks toward
the spot on which | stood. You may all imagine ragsations.

"l advanced a few paces; and then mastering myiemas best | could, | said in English:
"Welcome, fair stranger! God, in his mercy, haardeyour call, and has sent me to your aid!
"Miss Montrose came quickly forward——"

"Who? What?" shouted the boys, interrupting theatae; "who came forward?" and amid a
general hubbub, Ernest, rising and advancing tbtuther, said in his quiet way:

"l did not like to make any remark till you actyalet out the secret, Fritz, but we need no
longer pretend not to see through the disguisedefdtd Montrose."

Fritz, though much disconcerted by the discoveryhefsecret, recovered his self-possession;
and, after bearing with perfect equanimity the pkeith which his brothers assailed him,
joined in three cheers for their new sister, an@nvthe confusion and laughter which ensued
had subsided, continued his story:

"Miss Montrose grasped my hands warmly, and gugssom my pronunciation, | am afraid,
that | was not in the habit of speaking Englishrgxday of my life, said in French:

"Long, long, have | waited since the bird returveith your message. Thank God, you have
come at last!"

"Then, with tears of joy and gratitude, she ledtmée shore, where she had built a hut and a
safe sleeping-place, like Falconhurst on a smallesamong the branches of a tree. | was
delighted with all she showed me, for indeed hdrdmd its fittings evinced no ordinary skill
and ingenuity. Round the walls hung bows, arroesscés, and bird-snares; while on her work-
table, in boxes and cases, carved skillfully witkréfe, were fish-hooks of mother-of-pearl,
needles made from fish-bones, and bodkins fromb#eks of birds, fishing-lines of all sorts,
and knives and other tools. These latter she taddwiare, with a chest of wearing apparel,
almost the only things washed ashore after the kyrgben three years ago she was cast alone
upon this desolate coast. | marveled more and sioitee wonderful way in which this girl had
surmounted obstacles, the quarter of which wouldpetely have appalled the generality of
her sex. The hut itself was a marvel of skill; $tpasts had been driven into the ground, with
cross pieces of bamboo, to form a framework; thiiswead been woven with reeds, the roof
thatched with palm-leaves, and the whole plastsradothly with clay, an open space being
left in the center of the roof for a chimney torgaoff the smoke of the fire.
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"As we entered, a cormorant, with a cry of andexyffrom under the table toward me, and was
about to attack me fiercely. Miss Montrose calliedff, and she then told me she had captured
and tamed the bird soon after first landing, amdesithat time had contrived to train it to assist
her in every conceivable way; it now not only wasl@asant companion, but brought her food
of every description, fish, flesh and fowl, for vher it dived into the waters, according to its

natural habit, struck down birds upon the wingseized rabbits and other small animals upon
the land, it laid all its booty at her feet.

"Before darkness closed in, all the curiosities srggenious contrivances of the place had been
displayed—the kitchen stove, cooking utensils, #lattles, shell plates and spoons, the fishing
raft and numberless other things—and then, sittogvn with my fair hostess to a most
appetizing meal, she gave me a short account difeer

"Jenny Montrose was the daughter of a British effievho had served for many years in India,
where she herself was born. At the early age ektlyears she lost her mother.

"After the death of his wife, all the colonel's éo®and care was centered upon his only child;
under his eye she was instructed in all the acasimplents suited to her sex; and from him she
imbibed an ardent love of field sports. By the tishe was seventeen, she was as much at home
upon her horse in the field as in her father's drgwoom. Colonel Montrose now received
orders to return home with his regiment, and asckntain reasons he did not wish her to
accompany him in the ship with the troops, he olatdia passage for her on board a vessel
which was about to sail at the same time.

"The separation was extremely painful to both tltlesmldier and his daughter, but there was
no alternative. They parted, and Miss Montroseedaiih the Dorcas for England. A week after
she had left Calcutta, a storm arose and drovevéissel far out of her course; more bad
weather ensued; and at length, leaks having beengn all directions, the crew were obliged
to take to the boats. Jenny obtained a place inobrike largest of these. After enduring the
perils of the sea for many days, land was sighded, the other boats having disappeared, an
attempt was made to land. The boat was capsizedvizass Montrose alone reached the shore.
For a long time she lay upon the sand almost inat@nbut, reviving sufficiently to move, she
at length obtained some shell-fish, and by degreesvered her strength. From that time forth
until | appeared she never set eyes upon a humag.beo attract any passing vessel, and
obtain assistance, however, she kept a beacomuoatiyi blazing at the end of the reef; and,
with the same purpose in view, attached missiveélddeet of any birds she could take alive in
her snares. The albatross, she told me, she haddtegopme time, and partially tamed; but, as
it was in the habit of making long excursions aatvn account, she conceived the idea of
sending it also with a message, that, should tHance be seen and taken alive, it might return
with an answer.

"Our supper was over, and, at length, both weanigdvith the anxieties and excitement of the
day, we retired to rest, she to her leafy bowed, lao sleep in the hut below.

"Next morning, having packed her belongings in tagack, we both went on board; and
bidding adieu to her well-known bay she took hext &=fore me, and | made for home.

"We should have reached Rockburg this evening lodéum accident occurred to our skiff and
compelled us to put in at this island. The boat we&rcely repaired when | heard your first
shots. | instantly disguised myself; and, neverhbdimg that Malay pirates were near, came
forth to reconnoiter. Glad, indeed, | was to fing fears ungrounded.”

All had listened attentively to Fritz's story, udw a dreadful yawn from Franz, followed by
others from Jack, Ernest, and Fritz, and a gresitelen my own part to follow their example,
warned me that it was time to dismiss the partyttiernight. Fritz retired to his cajack, the boys
and | to the deck of the yacht, and the remainfléreonight passed quietly away.

Next morning, as we assembled for breakfast, | tbekopportunity of begging Miss Montrose
no longer to attempt to continue her disguise buatlow us to address her in her real character.
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Jenny smiled; for she had noticed, as the young metnher when she came from the cabin, a
great alteration in their manner, and had at ore@ shat her secret was guessed.

"After all," she said, "I need not be ashamed & #ttire; it has been my only costume for the
last three years, and in any other | should hawn henable to manage all the work which
during that time has been necessary."

Our pleasant meal over, | prepared to start fordydmt Fritz reminded me of the cachalot, and
although he confessed he should not care to repeabperation of cutting up a whale, he
thought it would be a pity to lose such a chancebdéining a supply of spermaceti.

| fully agreed with him; and embarking, we quickBached the sandbank on which the monster
lay. No sooner did we come near, than the dogsttashore, and before we could follow,
rushed round to the other side of the great beasirling, growling, and howling ensued, and
when we reached the spot we found a terrific congmhg on. A troop of wolves were
disputing fiercely with the dogs their right to tipeey. Our appearance, however, quickly
settled the matter; two of the brutes already legd] and those that now escaped our guns
galloped off. Among the pack were a few jackalg] an sooner did Coco catch sight of these,
his relations, than, suddenly attracted by hidnosthe left his master's side, and in spite af ou
shouts and cries, joined them, and disappearedhattorest.

As it would have been useless and dangerous tmgttt follow the deserter into the woods,
we left him alone, trusting that he would returridoe we again embarked. Fritz then climbed
up the mountain of flesh, and with his hatchet kjyitaid open the huge skull; Jack and Franz
joined him,—Ernest having remained on the islandens we had left the mother and Jenny,—
and with buckets assisted him to bail out the speati. The few vessels we possessed were
soon full, and having stored them in the yacht,omee more embarked and arrived at the little
island shortly before the dinner hour.

A capital meal had been prepared for us, and, wWeehad made ourselves presentable, we sat
down to it, and related our adventures. The accofirffoco's desertion was received with
exclamations of surprise and sorrow. "Yet," saitnye after a time, "I do not think you should
despair of his recovery, for animals in their natstate seldom care to allow those that have
been once domesticated to consort with them. My adlmatross even, though he was never
thoroughly tamed, and certainly did finally desee, yet used to return at intervals; and | am
pretty sure that were you, Jack, to search the ve@oty to-morrow morning, you would find
your pet only too willing to come back to civilizéite; or, if you like, I will go myself and find
him, for I should immensely like to have a paddi¢he cajack all by myself."

Jack was delighted at the former suggestion, aodgtn he would not listen for a moment to
Jenny's request to be allowed to go alone, he dgifeghe cared for the fun of an early cruise,
to accompany her in the canoe next morning, anctiorn to the yacht in time to start for
Rockburg.

At sunrise they were off, armed with "bait" in thleape of meat and biscuit, and a muzzle and
chain which Jack had manufactured in the eveninguiish the runagate for his offenses,

should they catch him. Arrived at the sandbanky theded; and, after entering the forest and
shouting "Coco, Coco!" till the woods rang agaimyt presently espied the truant, slouching

disconsolately toward them, looking very miserabie heartily ashamed of himself.

With torn ears, and coat ruffled and dirty, he &eelaup. There was no need to use the bait to
entice him; and when the poor beast thus came ppyhand begging forgiveness, Jack had not
the heart to degrade him further with the muzzie emain. He had evidently attempted to join
his wild brethren, and by them had been scouted;ie@eh and hustled, as no true jackal; and, as
Jenny had foretold, was now only too glad to retorhondage and to comfort.

Poor Coco had recovered his spirits slightly by tihee the yacht was reached; and, after a
hearty meal, again took his place among the dogg®nwl! had little doubt he would never
again desert.
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All was now bustle and activity; and breakfast owee went aboard the yacht. Fritz and Jack
stepped into the canoe; and we soon left FairaistePearl Bay far behind.

The morning was delightful. The sea, exceptingtiier slight ripple raised by the gentle breeze
wafting us homeward, was perfectly calm. Slowly aadtentedly we glided on through the
wonders of the splendid archway, threaded our gasamong the rocks and shoals, and passed
out to the open sea. So slowly did we make our whgt the occupants of the cajack
announced that they could not wait for us when th&g once piloted us out from among the
shoals and reefs, and plied their paddles to soold gurpose that they were soon out of sight.
Nautilus Bay and Cape Pug-Nose were in due timegohdiowever, and Shark Island hove in
sight. With great astonishment Jenny gazed at afciwtower, with its guard-house, the fierce-
looking guns, and the waving flag upon the height® landed, that she might visit the
fortification; when we displayed all our arrangertsewith great pride. When they and the herd
of lovely gazelles had been sufficiently admirece again embarked, and steered toward
Deliverance Bay. On reaching the entrance, a gsahde of twelve shots welcomed us and our
fair guest to Rockburg. Not pleased with the evemiper, however, Ernest insisted upon
replying with thirteen guns, an odd number beirgydeclared, absolutely necessary for form's
sake.

As we neared the quay, Fritz and Jack stood readgdeive us, and with true politeness
handed their mother and Jenny ashore. They tumeédea the way to the house through the
gardens, orchards, and shrubberies which lay onghmg ground that sloped gently upward to
our dwelling.

Jenny's surprise was changed to wonder as shednbargilla itself—its broad, shady balcony,
its fountains sparkling in the sun, the dovecdts, pigeons wheeling above, and the bright,
fresh creepers twined round the columns, delightsd She could scarcely believe that she was
still far from any civilized nation, and that shasvamong a family wrecked like herself upon a
lonely coast.

My amazement, however, fully equaled that of myelidaughter, when, beneath the shade of
the veranda, | saw a table laid out with a delisituncheon. All our china, silver, and glass had
been called into requisition, and was arranged uperspotless damask cloth.

Wine sparkled in the decanters, splendid pine-applanges, guavas, apples, and pears resting
on cool green leaves, lay heaped in pyramids uperpbrcelain dishes. A haunch of venison,
cold fowl, ham, and tongues occupied the ends ates ®f the table, while in the center rose a
vase of gay flowers, surrounded by bowls of milkl areat jugs of mead. It was, indeed, a
perfect feast, and the heartiness of the welcoroeght tears of joy into the lovely eyes of the
fair girl in whose honor it had been devised.

All were soon ready to sit down; and Jenny, lookmmgttier than ever in the dress for which
she had exchanged her sailor's suit, took the mbenor between the mother and me. Ernest
and Franz also seated themselves; but nothing wiadldce Fritz and Jack to follow their
example. They considered themselves our enterigia@d waited upon us most attentively,
carving the joints, filling our glasses, and chawgthe plates; for, as Jack declared to Miss
Montrose, the servants had all run away in our @dxEseand, for the next day or two, perhaps
we should be obliged to wait upon ourselves.

When the banquet was over, and the waiters hadfiedtitheir appetites, they joined their
brothers, and with them displayed all the wonddr&kockburg to their new sister. To the
house, cave, stables, gardens, fields, and boabgtassone after the other did they lead her.

Not a corner would they have left unnoticed, hat the mother, fearing they would tire the
poor girl out, come to the rescue, and led her bat¢ke house.

On the following day, after an early breakfast, wt@arted, while it was yet cool, for
Falconhurst; and as | knew that repairs and arrapgés for the coming winter would be
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necessary, and would detain us for several dayspalewith us a supply of tools, as well as
baskets of provisions, and other things essemtialit comfort.

The whole of our stud, excepting the ostrich, wiar¢heir paddocks near the tree; but Jack,
saying that his mother and Jenny really must ndk Wee whole way, to the great amusement
of the latter, leaped on Hurry, and fled away ionfrof us. Before we had accomplished one
guarter of the distance, we heard the thundergadtiof many feet galloping down the avenue,
and presently espied our motley troop of steedsgoelriven furiously toward us. Storm,
Lightfoot, Swift, Grumble, Stentor, Arrow and Dawere there, with Jack, on his fleet two-
legged courser, at their heels. At his saddle-bongha cluster of saddles and bridles, and bits
all jangling and clanking, adding to the din anafusion, and urging on the excited animals,
who thoroughly entered into the fun, and with tailsthe air, ears back, and heels ever and
anon thrown playfully out, seemed about to overwhes.

We stepped aside to shelter ourselves behind ¢les from the furious onset; but a shout from
Fritz brought the whole herd to a sudden halt, dawk spurred toward us.

"Which of the cattle shall we saddle for you, Jéinhie shouted; "they're all as gentle as
lambs, and as active as cats. Every one has badenriby mother; and knows what a side-
saddle means, so you can't go wrong."

To his great delight, Jenny quickly showed her apiation of the merits of the steeds by
picking out Dart, the fleetest and most spiritethie whole stud.

The ostrich was then relieved of his unusual burdle® animals were speedily equipped, and
Lightfoot bearing the baskets and hampers, the avpaity mounted and trotted forward. Jenny
was delighted with her palfrey, and henceforwardvis reserved for her special use.

The work at Falconhurst, as | had expected, ocdupgfor some time, and it was a week
before we could again return to Rockburg. Yet theetpassed pleasantly; for though the young
men were busy from morning to night, the preseriddar new companion, her lively spirits
and gay conversation, kept them in constant goaaonu

When the repairs were all finished, we remainedayday or two longer, that we might make
excursions in various directions to bring in poultrom Woodlands, stores of acorns for the
pigs, and grass, willows, and canes, to be marwfedtduring the winter into mats, baskets,
hurdles, and hen-coops.

Many a shower wetted us through during these day$we had scarcely time to hurry back to
Rockburg and house our cattle and possessionsehsi@annual deluge began.

Never before had this dreary season seemed so atbpleasant; with Jenny among us, the
usual feeling of weariness and discontent neveeamul; the English language was quickly
acquired by all hands, Fritz, in particular, spegkit so well that Jenny declared she could
scarcely believe he was not an Englishman. Shesliexseady spoke French, and therefore
easily learned our native language and spoke é@nfly before we were released from our
captivity.

CHAPTER XVIII

A SAILI—FAREWELL TO SHARK ISLAND

Many wondrous tales were told or read in turn kg ltloys and Jenny during the long evenings
as we sat drawing, weaving, and plaiting in ourycstridy. In fact this winter was a truly happy
time, and when at length the rain ceased and tightbsun again smiled upon the face of
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nature, we could scarcely believe, as we steppeld &md once more felt the balmy breath of
spring, that for so many weeks we had been prisonihin our rocky walls.

All was once more activity and life; the dutiesfiald, garden, and orchard called forth the
energy of the lads, while their mother and sisbemntli abundant occupation in the poultry yard
and house.

Our various settlements and stations required taater-alconhurst, Woodlands, Prospect Hill,
Shark and Whale Islands were in turn visited artdirs@rder. The duty of attending to the
island battery fell to Jack and Franz. They hadnbkesy all day repairing the flagstaff,
rehoisting the flag, and cleaning and putting wtirking order the two guns.

Evening was drawing on and our day's work over;rés of us were strolling up and down
upon the beach, enjoying the cool sea breeze. [Blaeled and ran out their guns, and paddling
off with an empty tub in the cajack, placed it afitsea as a mark for practice. They returned
and fired, and the barrel flew in pieces, and théth a shout of triumph, they cleaned the guns
and ran them in.

Scarcely had they done so when, as though in an®atheir shots, came the sound of three
guns booming across the water from the westward.

We stopped, speechless. Was it fancy? Had we realyd guns from a strange ship? Or had
the boys again fired? No! there were the lads eapito their canoe and paddling in hot haste
toward us. They, too, had heard the sound.

A tumult of feelings rushed over us—anxiety, jopplk, doubt, each in turn took possession of
our minds. Was it a European vessel close uporsbaores, and were we about to be linked
once more to civilized life? Or did those soundsceged from a Malay pirate, who would rob
and murder us! What was to be the result of meaetiitly our fellow beings; were they to be
friends who would help us, enemies who would attask or would they prove unfortunate
creatures in need of our assistance? Who couf tell

Before we could express these thoughts in wordséeck had touched the shore, and Jack
and Franz were among us.

"Did you hear them? Did you hear them?" they gaspéthat shall we do? Where shall we
go?"

"O Fritz," continued my youngest son, "it must bewaopean ship. We shall find her. We shall
see our Fatherland once more," and in an emotigoydie grasped his brother's hands.

Till then | knew not what a craving for civilizedd had been aroused in the two young men by
the appearance of their European sister.

All eyes were turned toward me. What would | advise

"At present,” | said, "we can do nothing, for nigkt drawing on. We must make what
preparations we can, and pray for guidance.”

In the greatest excitement we returned to the hoalsdalking eagerly, and till late no one
could be persuaded to retire to rest.

Few slept that night. The boys and | took it imtim keep watch from the veranda, lest more
signals might be fired, or a hostile visit mightmad us. But about midnight the wind began to
rise, and before we re-assembled to discuss oos pldearful storm was raging; so terrific was
the sea that | knew no boat could live, and hatbadside been fired at the entrance of the bay
we should not have heard it through the howlinghef blast. For two days and two nights the
hurricane continued, but on the third day the sgmraappeared, and, the wind lulling, the sea
went rapidly down. Full of anxiety, | readily congd with the boys' desire to put off to Shark
Island and discharge the guns; for who could télhtshad been the result of the gale; perhaps
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the vessel had been driven upon the rocky shordearing such a fate, she had left the coast
and weathered the storm out at sea; if so, shetmefter return.

With these thoughts | accompanied Jack and Franzetdort. One—two—we fired the guns
and waited.

For some minutes there was no reply, and then swwexing report rolled in the distance. There
was no longer room for doubt; the strangers waleirstthe vicinity, and were aware of our
presence. We waved the flag as a signal to thosshore that all was well, and quickly
returned. We found the whole family in a statehaf greatest excitement, and | felt it necessary
to calm them down as much as possible, for neitbatd | answer the questions with which |
was besieged, nor could | conceal the fact thatvieg of the vessel might not prove so
advantageous as they expected.

Fritz and | at once prepared to make a reconnassame armed ourselves with our guns,
pistols, and cutlasses, took a spyglass, seatesklgas in the cajack, and with a parting
entreaty from the mother to be cautious, paddledbthe bay and round the high cliffs on our
left. For nearly an hour we advanced in the dioecfrom which the reports of the guns seemed
to proceed. Nothing could we see, however, butfinening rocks and cliffs, and the waves
beating restlessly at their base. Cape Pug-Nosaeemhed, and we began to round the bluff
old point. In a moment all our doubts were disgkliend joy and gratitude to the Great Giver
of all good filled our hearts. There, in the litdbeltered cove beyond the cape, her sails furled,
and anchor dropped, lay a brig of war with the Efgtolors at her mast-head.

With the glass | could discern figures upon thekdemd upon the shore beyond several tents
pitched under the shelter of the trees, and thekerb fires rising among them. As | handed
the glass to Fritz, | felt a sudden misgiving. "Whaaid | to myself, "can this English vessel
be doing thus far from the usual track of shipg®l hcalled to mind tales of mutinous crews
who have risen against their officers, have chasmme such sheltered retreat as this; have
disguised the vessel, and then sailed forth taarabplunder upon the high seas.

Fritz then exclaimed: "I can see the captain, fathe is speaking to one of the officers, and |
can see his face quite well; he is English, | amage he is English, and the flag speaks the
truth!" and he put the glass again in my hand tinaight see for myself.

Still keeping under the shelter of the cliff, | earlly surveyed the vessel. There was no doubt
that Fritz was right, and my fears were once maspealled; all was neatness and regularity on
board: the spotless decks, the burnished steelbeass, and the air of perfect order which
pervaded both ship and camp, betokened that atytreord discipline there reigned. For some
minutes longer we continued our examination of #Hoene, and then, satisfied by the
appearance of the camp on shore that there wafamce of the brig quitting the coast for
several days, we resolved to return without betrgyour presence, for | was unwilling to
appear before these strangers until we could dm dxtter form, and in a manner more in
accordance with our actual resources.

We again landed at Rockburg, where our family avdagur arrival in eager expectation, and as
fully as possible we told them of all we had segrey thoroughly approved of our caution, and
even Jenny, whose hopes had been excited to thedtigitch by our description of the English
vessel, and who longed to meet her countrymen orare, agreed to postpone the visit until
the following day, when, having put our yacht igtwod order, we might pay our respects to the
captain, not as poor shipwrecked creatures begggsistance, but as lords and masters of the
land, seeking to know for what purpose strangerg wisiting the coast.

The rest of the day was occupied in making our gn&mons. Our dainty little craft was made
to look her very best; her decks were scrubbedphess guns burnished, all lumber removed
and put ashore, and the flag of England hoistedheto peak. The mother overhauled our
wardrobes, and the neatest uniforms were put risadhe boys and me, for though neither my
wife nor Jenny had ever dreamed of appearing ofkerthan they would have done had they
been at home among civilized people in Europewestaccustomed daily to rough and often
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even dirty work, had adopted just that costume tvhiest suited our comfort and inclination.
We should indeed have surprised the smart man4ts-wan, had we appeared in our great,
shapeless, wide-brimmed hats, our linen coats emsérs, our broad leathern belts and hairy
buskins; so we next day readily donned the morernety costumes.

At the break of that eventful morn, when we werstitled once more to set our eyes upon our
fellow-men, and to hear news of the outer worldnfrwhich for so many years we had been
exiled, we assembled in our little breakfast rodime meal was eaten hurriedly and almost in
silence, for our hearts were too full, and our msitmb busily occupied, to allow of any outward

display of excitement. Fritz and Jack then slippacktly out, and presently returned from the

garden with baskets of the choicest fruits in frasld fragrant profusion, and with these, as
presents for the strangers, we went on board athtya

The anchor was weighed, the sails set, and withcéim®e in tow the little vessel, as though
partaking of our hopes and joyous expectation, dedmimerrily over the waters of Safety Bay,
gave a wide berth to the Reef, against whose frogvrocks the sea still lashed itself to foam,
and kept away for the cove where the English shgoasciously awaited us.

The Pug-nosed Cape was reached, and, to the sugpisutter amazement of the strangers, we
rounded the point and brought up within hail. Evege on board and on shore was turned
toward us, every glass was produced and fixed wpwmmotions; for of all the strange sights
which the gallant crew may have looked for, suclaaomaly as a pleasure yacht, manned by
such a party as ours, and cruising upon this séraargl inhospitable shore, was the farthest
from their thoughts.

Fritz and | stepped into our boat and pulled fa lig. In another minute we were upon her
deck. The captain, with the simple frankness ofriidB seaman, welcomed us cordially, and
having led us into his cabin, begged us to expiaiwhat good fortune he owed a visit from
residents upon a coast generally deemed uninhabitéde abode of the fiercest savages.

| gave him an outline of the history of the wreekd of our sojourn upon these shores, and
spoke to him, too, of Miss Montrose, and of thevential way in which we had been the
means of rescuing her from her lonely position.

"Then," said the gallant officer, rising and graspiritz by the hand, "let me heartily thank
you in my own name, and in that of Colonel Montroee it was the hope of finding some
trace of that brave girl that led me to these shofbe disappearance of the Dorcas has been a
terrible blow to the colonel, and yet, though forele years no word of her or of any of those
who sailed in her has reached England, he has reeely abandoned all hope of again
hearing of his daughter. | knew this, and a few kgemgo, when | was about to leave Sydney
for the Cape, | found three men who declared themsesurvivors of the Dorcas and said that
their boat, of four which left the wreck, was thalyoone which, to their knowledge, reached
land in safety. From them | learned all particulaasd applying for permission to cruise in
these latitudes, | sailed in hopes of finding farttraces of the unfortunate crew. My efforts
have been rewarded by unlooked-for success."

Fritz replied most modestly to the praises whichrdeeived, and then the captain begged to be
introduced to my wife and Miss Montrose.

"And," he continued, "if it be not contrary to yowles of discipline for the whole ship's
company to be absent at once, | will now send & foodhe remainder of your party."

One of the officers was accordingly dispatchedh® yacht with a polite message, and the
mother, Jenny, and the boys were presently on board

Our kind host greeted them most warmly, and he laadofficers vied with one another in
doing us honor. They proved, indeed, most pleasatdrtainers, and the time passed rapidly
away. At luncheon the captain told us that ther@ $eiled with him from Sydney an invalid
gentleman, Mr. Wolston, his wife, and two daughterd that, though the sea voyage had been
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recommended on account of his health, yet it haddlone Mr. Wolston so much good as had
been anticipated, and he had suffered so greathy the effects of the storm, which had driven
the Unicorn into the bay for repairs, that he hadrbeager to rest for a short time on land.

We were anxious to meet the family, and in therafien it was decided that we should pay

them a visit. Tents had been pitched for their aooodation under the shady trees, and when
we landed we found Mr. Wolston seated by one ainthenjoying the cool sea breeze. He and
his family were delighted to see us, and so mudhaai enjoy their society, that evening found

us still upon the shore. It was too late then tarreto Rockburg, and the captain kindly offered

tents for the accommodation of those who wouldfimot room in the yacht. The boys spent the

night on land.

That night | had a long and serious consultatioth vy wife, as to whether or not we really
had any well grounded reason for wishing to retarBurope. It would be childish to undertake
a voyage thither simply because an opportunityrefféor doing so.

Neither knew to what decision the feelings of thi@eo inclined; each was afraid of expressing
what might run counter to those feelings; but gediguit began to appear that neither
entertained any strong wish to leave the peacsfamd; and finally we discovered that the real
wish which lay at the bottom of both our hearts was adopt New Switzerland as
thenceforward our home.

What can be more delightful than to find harmonyopiion in those we love, when a great
and momentous decision has to be taken?

My dear wife assured me that she desired nothinge rearnestly than to spend the rest of her
days in a place to which she had become so muabthettl, provided I, and at least two of her
sons, also wished to remain.

From the other two she would willingly part, if thehose to return to Europe, with the

understanding that they must endeavor to send raigrants of a good class to join us, and

form a prosperous colony, adding that she thoughtsland ought to continue to bear the name
of our native country, even if inhabited in futurme by colonists from England, as well as

from Switzerland.

| heartily approved of this excellent idea, and aggeed to mention it, while consulting with
Captain Littlestone on the subject of placing #$land under the protection of Great Britain.

Then came the question as to which of our sons tese suited to remain with us, and which
to go away.

This point we left undecided, thinking that in tbeurse of a few days they would probably
make a choice of their own accord, which they dien sooner than we anticipated.

After breakfast, it was proposed that Captain ésttbne should bring his ship round to Safety
Bay, that we might receive a visit from him and p#sty, at Rockburg—where we invited the
invalid, Mr. Wolston, and his family, in hopes thas health might benefit by a comfortable
residence on shore.

No sooner was this plan adopted, than Fritz an@d Bacried off in the canoe to prepare for
their reception, being followed in more leisurelyls by the brig and our yacht.

But what words can express the amazement of owstguehen, rounding the Rocky Cape at
the entrance, Safety Bay, the beautiful domainatkRurg lay before them.

Still greater was their astonishment, as a saltitelaven guns boomed from the battery on
Shark Island, where the royal standard of Englaad displayed and floated majestically on
the morning breeze.

A glow of surprise and pleasure beamed on evernntemance, and poor Wolston's spirits
appeared to revive with the very idea of peacehappiness to be enjoyed in such a home.
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He was carried on shore with the utmost care andetmess, and comfortably established in
my room, a camp-bed for Mrs. Wolston being addethéfurniture there, that she might be
able conveniently to attend on her husband.

Meantime the scene at the harbor and all round Rogkwas of the liveliest description;
merriment and excitement prevailed in all direcsiomas the beauties and wonders of our
residence were explored, so that a summons to idguaecely attracted notice.

However, as a visit to Falconhurst was projectbd, dompany was at length induced to be
seated, and to partake of our good cheer, butghg ef restlessness soon returned, and the
young people kept roaming about through our hithgttiet lawns, avenues, and shrubberies,
until I was ready to believe their number threessmvhat it actually was.

Toward evening the excitement began to abate, hadparty assembled for supper with
tolerable composure.

Mr. Wolston was able to join us, as the rest he édyed, and the pleasure inspired by the
hope of a residence among us, seemed to have lginenew life. This wish he now distinctly
expressed in his own name, and in that of his wifquiring what our intentions were, and
proposing, if agreeable to us, that they, withrtledédest daughter, whose health, like his own,
was delicate, should make a long stay on the islaile the younger daughter went for the
present to her brother at the Cape of Good Hope.

In the event of his ultimately deciding to settlkogether among us, Mr. Wolston would
propose that his son should leave the Cape anaygicolony.

With sincere satisfaction | welcomed this proposaying that it was my wish and that of my
wife to remain for the rest of our days in New Switand.

"Hurrah for New Switzerland!"

"New Switzerland forever!" shouted the whole companthusiastically, as they raised their
glasses, and made them touch with a musical rifg¢chwso expressively denotes a joyful
unanimity of sentiment.

"Prosperity to New Switzerland: long may she flshfi echoed on all sides.

"Long life and happiness to those who make New &nliind their home!" added Ernest, to
my great surprise, leaning forward as he spokeintp his glass with mine, his mother's and
Mr. Wolston's.

"Won't somebody wish long life and prosperity togh who go away?" inquired Jenny, with a
pretty, arch look. "Much as | long to return to Eargl and my father, my inclination will waver
if all the cheers are for New Switzerland!"

"Three cheers for England and Colonel MontroseigdcFritz; "success and happiness to us
who return to Europe!" and while the vaulted ro@fisg with the cheering elicited by this toast,
a glance from Jenny showed him how much she thahkedfor appreciating her wish, to
return to her father, notwithstanding her attachmeour family.

"Well," said I, when silence was restored, "sinaé@zFresolves to go to England, he must
undertake for me the duty of bringing happinesa taourning father by restoring to him this
dear daughter, whom | have been ready to regandyaswn, by right of her being cast on the
shores of my island.

"Ernest chooses to remain with me. His mother amdjdice heartily in this decision, and
promise him all the highest scientific appointméanteur power to bestow.

"And now what is Jack's choice? The only talerdn say he possesses is that of a comic actor,
and to shine on the stage he must needs go to &lrop
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"Jack is not going to Europe, however," was higytejtle means to stay here, and when Fritz
is gone he will be the best rider and the best shdblew Switzerland, which is the summit of
his ambition.

"The fact is," he continued, laughing, "I rathearst in awe of their European schools, and
should expect to find myself caught and clapped amte if | ventured too near them."

"A good school is exactly what | want," said Frat&mong a number of students there is some
emulation and enthusiasm, and | shall have a chafngging in the world.

"Fritz will probably return here some day; but itgimt be well for one member of the family to
go home with the intention of remaining there adtibgr, and as | am the youngest | could
more easily than the rest adapt myself to a diffeliée. My father, however, will decide for
me."

"You may go, my dear son," | replied; "and God bla#l our plans and resolutions. The whole
earth is the Lord's, and where, as in his sighti ad good and useful lives, there is your
home.

"And now that | know your wishes, the only questisnvhether Captain Littlestone will kindly
enable you to carry them out?"

All eyes were fixed eagerly upon him, and after @mant's pause the gallant officer spoke as
follows:

"l think my way in this matter is perfectly cleand | consider that | have been providentially
guided to be the means of once more placing tmslyan communication with their friends
and with the civilized world.

"My orders were to search for a shipwrecked crew.
"Survivors from two wrecks have been discovered.

"Three passengers express a wish to leave my &ng mstead of at the Cape, while, at the
same time, | am requested to give to three pes@assage to England.

"Could anything suit better? 1 am most willing todertake the charge of those who may be
committed to my care.

"Every circumstance has been wonderfully orderetl larked together by Divine Providence,
and if England gains a prosperous and happy colanyjll prove a fitting clasp to this
fortunate chain of events. Three cheers for NewiZanand!"

Deep emotion stirred every heart as the party segdifor the night. Many felt that they were
suddenly standing on the threshold of a new lifeiley for myself, a weight was rolled from
my heart, and | thanked God that a difficulty wassed which, for years, had oppressed me
with anxiety.

After this nothing was thought of but making pregieoms for the departure of the dear ones
bound for England. Captain Littlestone allowed ascimtime as he could spare; but it was
necessarily short, so that incessant movementrahgiry pervaded the settlement for several
days.

Everything was provided and packed up that coulany way add to our children's comfort on
the voyage, or benefit them after their arrivakEmgland, and a large share of my possessions in
pearls, corals, furs, spices, and other valuabtaddwenable them to take a good position in the
world of commerce.

| committed to their care private papers, moneyl gnvels which | knew to have been the
personal property of the captain of our ill-fatduips desiring them to hand them over, if

9/4/201:



Pagel9z of 19¢€

possible, to his heirs. A short account of the wyedgth the names of the crew, a list of which |
had found, was given to Captain Littlestone.

Fritz, having previously made known to me, whateled was very evident, the attachment
between himself and Jenny, | advised him to mentioto Colonel Montrose as soon as
possible after being introduced to him, and askhiersanction to their engagement. I, on my
part, gladly bestowing mine, as did his mother, udnaed the sweet girl dearly, and heartily
grieved to part with her.

On the evening before our separation, | gave ttz Rhie journal in which, ever since the
shipwreck, | had chronicled the events of our Idesiring that the story might be printed and
published.

"It was written, as you well know," said I, "fordghnstruction and amusement of my children,
but it is very possible that it may be useful tbestyoung people, more especially to boys.

"Children are, on the whole, very much alike evedrgve, and you four lads fairly represent
multitudes, who are growing up in all directionswill make me happy to think that my simple
narrative may lead some of these to observe hosséteare the results of patient continuance
in well-doing, what benefits arise from the thodghtpplication of knowledge and science,
and how good and pleasant a thing it is when beatdivell together in unity, under the eye of
parental love."

Night has closed around me.

For the last time my united family slumbers beneayhcare.

To-morrow this closing chapter of my journal wilkgs into the hands of my eldest son.
From afar | greet thee, Europe!

| greet thee, dear old Switzerland!

Like thee, may New Switzerland flourish and prospgood, happy, and free!

[1] German, Knipps, a mannikin.

[2] Horst, in German, means "nest” or "eyrie."
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